
WAC 308-408C-080  Exterior.  An inspection of the exterior in-
cludes the visible wall coverings, trim, protective coatings and seal-
ants, windows and doors, attached porches, decks, steps, balconies, 
handrails, guardrails, carports, eaves, soffits, fascias and visible 
exterior portions of chimneys.

(1) The inspector will:
• Verify that steps, handrails, guardrails, stairways, and land-

ings are installed wherever necessary and report when they are missing 
or in need of repair and report when guard spacing exceeds four inches 
or 4-3/8 inches on stairs.

• Describe the exterior components visible from ground level.
• Inspect visible wall coverings, trim, protective coatings and 

sealants, windows and doors, attached porches, decks, steps, balco-
nies, handrails, guardrails, carports, eaves, soffits, fascias and 
visible exterior portions of chimneys.

• Probe exterior components where deterioration is suspected or 
where clear indications of possible deterioration exist. Probing is 
not required when probing will damage any finished surface or where no 
deterioration is suspected.

• Describe and identify any condition of these systems or compo-
nents that may need to be referred to a specialist.

(2) The inspector is not required to:
• Inspect
(a) Buildings, decks, patios, fences, retaining walls, and other 

structures detached from the dwelling.
(b) The integrity of thermal window seals.
(c) Flues or verify the presence of flue liners beyond what can 

be safely and readily seen from the roof or the firebox of a stove or 
fireplace.

• Test or evaluate the operation of security locks, devices or 
systems.

• Enter areas beneath decks with less than five feet of clearance 
from the underside of joists to grade.

• Evaluate the function or condition of shutters, awnings, storm 
doors, storm windows, screens, and similar accessories.

• Identify the specific brand name or manufacturer of exterior 
siding or recalled items.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.280.050 and 18.280.060. WSR 26-15-037, s 
308-408C-080, filed 7/7/26, effective 8/7/26. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.280.050 and 18.280.060(6). WSR 09-08-014, § 308-408C-080, filed 
3/20/09, effective 4/20/09.]
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