
WAC 246-827-0240  Medical assistant-certified—Administering med-
ications and injections.  A medical assistant-certified shall be 
deemed competent by the delegating health care practitioner prior to 
administering any medication authorized in this section. Medications 
must be administered under a valid order from the delegating health 
care practitioner and shall be within the delegating health care prac-
titioner's scope of practice. The order must be in written form or 
contained in the patient's electronic health care record.

(1) Medication administration shall not be delegated when:
(a) The medication may cause life-threatening consequences or the 

danger of immediate and serious harm to the patient;
(b) Complex observations or critical decisions are required;
(c) A patient is unable to physically ingest or safely apply a 

medication independently or with assistance; or
(d) A patient is unable to indicate awareness that they are tak-

ing a medication.
(2) To administer medications, the delegator shall ensure a medi-

cal assistant-certified receives training concerning: Dosage, techni-
que, acceptable route(s) of administration, appropriate anatomic 
sites, expected reactions, possible adverse reactions, appropriate in-
tervention for adverse reaction, and risk to the patient. The delega-
tor must ensure a medical assistant-certified is competent to adminis-
ter the medication.

(3) A medical assistant-certified is prohibited from administer-
ing:

(a) Schedule II controlled substances, chemotherapy agents, or 
experimental drugs; or

(b) Medications through a central intravenous line.
(4) Except as provided in subsection (1) of this section, a medi-

cal assistant-certified may administer controlled substances in sched-
ules III, IV, and V or other medications when authorized by the dele-
gating health care practitioner. Medications shall be administered on-
ly by unit or single dosage or by a dosage calculated and verified by 
a health care practitioner. For the purposes of this section, a combi-
nation or multidose vaccine shall be considered a unit dose. A medical 
assistant-certified shall only administer medications under the level 
of supervision based on the route as described in subsection (5) of 
this section.

(5) A medical assistant-certified may only administer medications 
by the following medication category, route and level of supervision:

Medication Category
Routes

Permitted Level of Supervision Required
Controlled substances, schedule III, IV, 
and V

Oral, topical, rectal, otic, ophthalmic, 
or inhaled routes

Immediate supervision

Intramuscular injections Immediate supervision
 Subcutaneous, intradermal, or 

peripheral intravenous injections
Direct visual supervision

Legend drugs (excluding those 
prohibited by subsection (3)(a) of this 
section)

Peripheral intravenous injections Direct visual supervision

 All other routes Immediate supervision
Over-the-counter medications All routes per manufacturer's 

instructions
Immediate supervision

Vaccines Oral, inhaled, subcutaneous, or 
intramuscular routes

Immediately available or telemedicine 
supervision
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(6) A medical assistant-certified may:
(a) Start an intravenous line for diagnostic or therapeutic pur-

poses under the immediate supervision of a health care practitioner;
(b) Interrupt an intravenous line and restart at the same rate 

under the immediate supervision of a health care practitioner;
(c) Administer intravenous injections for diagnostic or therapeu-

tic agents under the direct visual supervision of a health care prac-
titioner; and

(d) Administer intramuscular injections for the purposes of 
treating a known or suspected syphilis infection without immediate su-
pervision if a health care practitioner is providing supervision 
through interactive audio or video telemedicine technology in accord-
ance with RCW 18.360.010 (12)(c)(ii).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.360.030, 18.360.050, 2023 c 134, and 2024 
c 248. WSR 25-05-085, s 246-827-0240, filed 2/18/25, effective 
3/21/25. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.360 RCW, RCW 43.70.280, and 
2012 c 153. WSR 13-12-045, § 246-827-0240, filed 5/31/13, effective 
7/1/13.]
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