
WAC 182-08-245  Employer group and board members of school dis-
tricts and educational service districts participation requirements. 
This section applies to an employer group as defined in WAC 182-08-015 
or board members of school districts or educational service districts 
that is approved to purchase insurance for its employees through a 
contract with the health care authority (HCA).

(1) Prior to enrollment of employees in public employees benefits 
board (PEBB) insurance coverage, the employer group or board members 
of school districts or educational service districts must:

(a) Remit to the authority the required start-up fee in the 
amount publicized by the PEBB program;

(b) Sign a contract with the authority;
(c) Determine employee and dependent eligibility and terms of en-

rollment for PEBB insurance coverage by the criteria outlined in this 
chapter and chapter 182-12 WAC unless otherwise approved by the au-
thority in the employer group's contract with the authority;

(d) Determine eligibility in order to ensure the PEBB program's 
continued status as a governmental plan under Section 3(32) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) as amended. This 
means the employer group may only consider employees whose services 
are substantially all in the performance of essential governmental 
functions, but not in the performance of commercial activities, wheth-
er or not those activities qualify as essential governmental functions 
to be eligible; and

(e) Ensure PEBB insurance coverage is the only employer-sponsored 
coverage available to groups of employees eligible for PEBB insurance 
coverage under the contract.

(2) Pay premiums under its contract with the authority. The pre-
mium rate structure for employer groups and board members of school 
districts and educational service districts will be a tiered rate 
based on health plan election and family enrollment. Employer groups 
must collect an amount equal to the premium surcharges applied to an 
employee's account by the authority from their employees and include 
the funds in their payment to the authority.
Exception: The authority will allow employer groups that enrolled prior to January 1, 1996, to continue to participate based on a composite rate 

structure. The authority may require the employer group to change to a tiered rate structure with ninety days advance written notice.

(3) Counties, municipalities, political subdivisions, and tribal 
governments must pay the monthly employer group rate surcharge in the 
amount invoiced by the authority.

(4) If an employer group or board member of school districts and 
educational service districts want to make subsequent changes to the 
contract, the changes must be submitted to the authority for approval.

(5) The employer group or board members of school districts and 
educational service districts must maintain participation in PEBB in-
surance coverage for at least one full year. An employer group or 
board members of school districts and educational service districts 
may only end participation at the end of a plan year unless the au-
thority approves a mid-year termination. To end participation, an em-
ployer group or board members of school districts and educational 
service districts must provide written notice to the PEBB program at 
least 60 days before the requested termination date. If an employer 
group terminates participation in PEBB insurance coverage, they must:

(a) Notify all their employees, dependents, or retirees who are 
enrolled in PEBB insurance coverage 45 days prior to the employer 
group's date of termination; and

(b) Provide assistance to retirees as described in RCW 
41.04.208(12).
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(6) Upon approval to purchase insurance through a contract with 
the authority, the employer group must provide a list of employees and 
dependents that are enrolled in Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconcili-
ation Act (COBRA) coverage and the remaining number of months availa-
ble to them based on their qualifying event. These employees and de-
pendents may enroll in a PEBB health plan as COBRA subscribers for the 
remainder of the months available to them based on their qualifying 
event.

(7) Enrollees in PEBB insurance coverage under one of the contin-
uation of coverage provisions allowed under chapter 182-12 WAC or re-
tirees included in the transfer unit as allowed under WAC 182-08-237 
cease to be eligible as of the last day of the contract and may not 
continue enrollment beyond the end of the month in which the contract 
is terminated.
Exception: If an employer group ends participation, retired and disabled employees who began participation before September 15, 1991, are eligible 

to continue enrollment in PEBB insurance coverage if they continue to meet the procedural and eligibility requirements of WAC 
182-12-171. Employees who enrolled after September 15, 1991, who are enrolled in PEBB retiree insurance coverage cease to be 
eligible under WAC 182-12-171, but may continue health plan enrollment on the same terms and conditions as retirees who are eligible 
under COBRA (see WAC 182-12-146).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160. WSR 23-14-015 (Ad-
min #2023-01) § 182-08-245, filed 6/23/23, effective 1/1/24; WSR 
21-13-106 (Admin #2021-01.06), § 182-08-245, filed 6/18/21, effective 
1/1/22; WSR 20-16-062 (Admin #2020-03), § 182-08-245, filed 7/28/20, 
effective 1/1/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160, and 
PEBB policy resolutions. WSR 19-17-073 (Admin #2019-01), § 182-08-245, 
filed 8/20/19, effective 1/1/20; WSR 17-19-077 (Order 2017-01), § 
182-08-245, filed 9/15/17, effective 1/1/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 
41.05.021, 41.05.160, 2016 c 67, and PEBB policy resolutions. WSR 
16-20-080, § 182-08-245, filed 10/4/16, effective 1/1/17. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 41.05.160, 2015 c 116, and PEBB policy resolutions. WSR 
15-22-099 (PEBB Admin # 2015-01 Rev 1), § 182-08-245, filed 11/4/15, 
effective 1/1/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.160 and 2013 2nd 
sp.s. c 4. WSR 14-20-058 (PEBB Admin 2014-02), § 182-08-245, filed 
9/25/14, effective 1/1/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.160, 2013 
2nd sp.s. c 4 and PEBB policy resolutions. WSR 14-08-040, § 
182-08-245, filed 3/26/14, effective 4/26/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 
41.05.160 and 2012 2nd sp.s. c 3. WSR 13-22-019 (Admin. 2013-01), § 
182-08-245, filed 10/28/13, effective 1/1/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 
41.05.160. WSR 12-20-022 (Order 2012-01), § 182-08-245, filed 9/25/12, 
effective 11/1/12.]
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