
WAC 16-252-012  Label format and labeling.  (1) PET FOOD and SPECIALTY 
PET FOOD shall be LABELED with the following information:

(a) PRODUCT NAME and brand name, if any, on the PRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL as 
specified in WAC 16-252-024;

(b) A statement specifying the purpose of the product, conspicu-
ously designated on the PRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL;

(c) QUANTITY STATEMENT, as defined in WAC 16-252-008 (3)(bb), by weight 
(pounds and ounces, and metric), liquid measure (quarts, pints and 
fluid ounces, and metric) or by count, on the PRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL;

When the declaration of quantity of contents by count does not 
give adequate information as to the quantity of PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD 
in the container, it shall be combined with such statement of weight, 
liquid measure, or size of the individual units as will provide such 
information.

(d) PET NUTRITION FACTS or SPECIALTY PET NUTRITION FACTS as specified in WAC 
16-252-054;

(e) INGREDIENT STATEMENT as specified in WAC 16-252-064;
(f) Feeding directions if required under WAC 16-252-106;
(g) Name, address, and phone number of the GUARANTOR as specified in 

WAC 16-252-122; and
(h) Handling and storage instructions may be displayed as speci-

fied in WAC 16-252-125.
(2) When a PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD enclosed in an outer container 

or wrapper is intended for RETAIL SALE, all required LABEL information 
shall appear on the outer container or wrapper.

(3) A vignette, graphic, or pictorial representation on a PET FOOD 
or SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL shall not misrepresent the contents of the pack-
age.

(4) The use of the word "proven" in connection with a LABEL claim 
for a PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD is not permitted unless the claim is sub-
stantiated by scientific or other empirical evidence.

(5) No statement shall appear upon the LABEL or LABELING of a PET FOOD 
or SPECIALTY PET FOOD which makes false or misleading comparisons between 
that product and any other product.

(a) Statements referring to a competitive product or comparing 
the properties of a packaged food to those of a competitive product 
must not appear on a LABEL unless the competitive product is specifical-
ly identified.

(b) Negative statements regarding a competitive product must not 
appear on a LABEL unless the director determines that the information 
provided by the statements is beneficial to the product's purchaser.

(6) A personal or commercial endorsement is permitted on a PET FOOD 
or SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL provided the endorsement is not false or mislead-
ing.

(7) A statement on a PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL stating "Im-
proved," "New," or similar designation shall be substantiated and 
limited to six months production.

(8) A statement on a PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL stating preference 
or comparative attribute claims shall be substantiated and limited to 
one year production, after which the claim shall be removed or resub-
stantiated.

(9)(a) Raw milk distributed as a PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD shall com-
ply with the provisions under chapters 15.36 and 15.37 RCW. The LABEL 
shall bear the following statements: "WARNING: NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION - THIS PROD-
UCT HAS NOT BEEN PASTEURIZED AND MAY CONTAIN HARMFUL BACTERIA." and "DECHARACTERIZED WITH HARMLESS 
FOOD COLORING." This statement shall be displayed in a conspicuous manner 
and shall not be smaller than the height of the minimum font required 
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by the Federal Fair Packaging and Labeling Act for the net QUANTITY STATE-
MENT as shown in the following table:

Panel Size
Minimum Warning 
Statement Type Size

<5 in.2 1/16 in.

˃5 - <25 in.2 1/8 in.

˃25 - <100 in.2 3/16 in.

˃100 - <400 in.2 1/4 in.

˃400 in.2 1.2 in.

(b) When PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD consists of raw milk, the words, 
"Raw (Blank) Milk" shall appear conspicuously on the PRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL 
(blank is to be completed by using the species of animal from which 
the raw milk is collected).

(c) The LABEL type size must meet the following:
(i) The name, address, and phone number of the GUARANTOR or DISTRIBUTOR 

in letters not less than one-fourth inch in size;
(ii) The name of the contents (FEED INGREDIENTS) in letters not less 

than one-fourth inch in size.
(10) All PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD must be LABELED with a conspicuous 

and clearly readable LOT IDENTIFIER sufficient to allow the manufacturer to 
accurately trace the complete manufacturing and distribution history 
of the product, but the lot identified may be separate from the LABEL 
information required under this chapter.

(11) LABELS must state all required LABEL information in English. PET 
FOOD and SPECIALTY PET FOOD may be additionally LABELED in other languages if 
the other language LABELS provide the same information as the English 
version of the LABEL.

(12) The term "organic" may not appear on LABELS or shipping docu-
ments of any PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD unless the food was produced under 
conditions that comply with the United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) National Organic Standard for the production and handling 
of organic feed products. The National Organic Standard may be ob-
tained from the department, or on the internet at http://
www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic.

(13) When screenings are added to unmixed by-product PET FOOD or SPE-
CIALTY PET FOOD, the term "screenings" must appear on the LABEL:

(a) In the same size and style of text as the brand name; and
(b) Either as part of or immediately below the brand name.
(14) DISTRESSED or SALVAGE PET FOOD or SPECIALTY PET FOOD that contains, or may 

contain, prohibited mammalian protein must be LABELED with the bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy precautionary statement "Do not feed to cat-
tle or other ruminants."
[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-012, 
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, § 
16-252-012, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]
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