RCW 70A.65.040 Environmental justice council—Duties. (Effective
until July 1, 2027.) (1) The environmental justice council created in
RCW 70A.02.110 must provide recommendations to the legislature,
agencies, and the governor in the development and implementation of
the program established in RCW 70A.65.060 through 70A.65.210, and the
programs funded from the carbon emissions reduction account created in
RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment account created in RCW
70A.65.260, the natural climate solutions account created in RCW
70A.65.270, and the climate investment account created in RCW
70A.65.250.

(2) In addition to the duties and authorities granted in chapter
70A.02 RCW to the environmental justice council, the environmental
justice council must:

(a) Provide recommendations to the legislature, agencies, and the
governor in the development of:

(1) The program established in RCW 70A.65.060 through 70A.65.210
including, but not limited to, linkage with other jurisdictions,
protocols for establishing offset projects and securing offset
credits, designation of emissions-intensive and trade-exposed
industries under RCW 70A.65.110, and administration of allowances
under the program; and

(ii) Investment plans and funding proposals for the programs
funded from the climate investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250
for the purpose of providing environmental benefits and reducing
environmental health disparities within overburdened communities;

(b) Provide a forum to analyze policies adopted under this
chapter to determine if the policies lead to improvements within
overburdened communities;

(c) Recommend procedures and criteria for evaluating programs,
activities, or projects;

(d) Recommend copollutant emissions reduction goals in
overburdened communities;

(e) Evaluate the level of funding provided to assist vulnerable
populations, low-income individuals, and impacted workers and the
funding of projects and activities located within or benefiting
overburdened communities;

(f) Recommend environmental justice and environmental health
goals for programs, activities, and projects funded from the climate
investment account, and review agency annual reports on outcomes and
progress toward meeting these goals;

(g) Provide recommendations to implementing agencies for
meaningful consultation with vulnerable populations, including
community engagement plans under RCW 70A.65.020 and 70A.65.030; and

(h) Recommend how to support public participation through
capacity grants for participation.

(3) For the purpose of performing the duties under subsection (2)
of this section, two additional tribal members are added to the
council. [2025 ¢ 417 s 805. Prior: 2022 ¢ 182 s 105; 2022 ¢ 181 s 14;
2021 ¢ 316 s 5.]

Effective date—2025 c 417 ss 801, 802, and 804-807: See note
following RCW 43.84.092.

Findings—Intent—2025 c 417: See note following RCW 82.38.030.
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Intent—Effective date—2022 ¢ 182: See notes following RCW
70A.65.240.

RCW 70A.65.040 Environmental justice council-—Duties. (Effective
July 1, 2027.) (1) The environmental justice council created in RCW
70A.02.110 must provide recommendations to the legislature, agencies,
and the governor in the development and implementation of the program
established in RCW 70A.65.060 through 70A.65.210, and the programs
funded from the climate commitment act transportation account created
in RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment act operating account
created in RCW 70A.65.410, and the climate commitment act capital
account created in RCW 70A.65.420.

(2) In addition to the duties and authorities granted in chapter
70A.02 RCW to the environmental Jjustice council, the environmental
justice council must:

(a) Provide recommendations to the legislature, agencies, and the
governor in the development of:

(1) The program established in RCW 70A.65.060 through 70A.65.210
including, but not limited to, linkage with other jurisdictions,
protocols for establishing offset projects and securing offset
credits, designation of emissions-intensive and trade-exposed
industries under RCW 70A.65.110, and administration of allowances
under the program; and

(ii) Investment plans and funding proposals for the programs
funded from the climate commitment act operating account created in
RCW 70A.65.410 for the purpose of providing environmental benefits and
reducing environmental health disparities within overburdened
communities;

(b) Provide a forum to analyze policies adopted under this
chapter to determine if the policies lead to improvements within
overburdened communities;

(c) Recommend procedures and criteria for evaluating programs,
activities, or projects;

(d) Recommend copollutant emissions reduction goals in
overburdened communities;

(e) Evaluate the level of funding provided to assist vulnerable
populations, low-income individuals, and impacted workers and the
funding of projects and activities located within or benefiting
overburdened communities;

(f) Recommend environmental justice and environmental health
goals for programs, activities, and projects funded from the climate
investment account, and review agency annual reports on outcomes and
progress toward meeting these goals;

(g) Provide recommendations to implementing agencies for
meaningful consultation with vulnerable populations, including
community engagement plans under RCW 70A.65.020 and 70A.65.030; and

(h) Recommend how to support public participation through
capacity grants for participation.

(3) For the purpose of performing the duties under subsection (2)
of this section, two additional tribal members are added to the
council. [2026 ¢ 219 s 10; 2025 ¢ 417 s 805. Prior: 2022 c 182 s 105;
2022 ¢ 181 s 14; 2021 ¢ 316 s 5.]

Effective date—2026 ¢ 219: See note following RCW 70A.65.410.
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Effective date—2025 ¢ 417 ss 801, 802, and 804-807: See note
following RCW 43.84.092.

Findings—Intent—2025 c 417: See note following RCW 82.38.030.

Intent—Effective date—2022 c 182: See notes following RCW
70A.65.240.
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