RCW 70A.65.030 Environmental justice assessment (as amended by
2025 c 58). (Effective until July 1, 2027.) (1) Except as provided in
subsection (4) of this section, each year or biennium, as appropriate,
when allocating funds from the carbon emissions reduction account
created in RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment account created in
RCW 70A.65.260, the natural climate solutions account created in RCW
70A.65.270, the climate investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250,
the air quality and health disparities improvement account created in
RCW 70A.65.280, the climate transit programs account created in *RCW
46.68.500, or the climate active transportation account created in
*RCW 46.68.490, or administering grants or programs funded by the
accounts, agencies shall conduct an environmental justice assessment
consistent with the requirements of RCW 70A.02.060 and establish a
minimum of not less than 35 percent and a goal of 40 percent of total
investments that provide direct and meaningful benefits to vulnerable
populations within the boundaries of overburdened communities through:
(a) The direct reduction of environmental burdens in overburdened
communities; (b) the reduction of disproportionate, cumulative risk
from environmental burdens, including those associated with climate
change; (c) the support of community led project development,
planning, and participation costs; or (d) meeting a community need
identified by the community that is consistent with the intent of this
chapter or RCW 70A.02.010.

(2) The allocation of funding under subsection (1) of this
section must adhere to the following principles, additional to the
requirements of RCW 70A.02.080: (a) Benefits and programs should be
directed to areas and targeted to vulnerable populations and
overburdened communities to reduce statewide disparities; (b)
investments and benefits should be made roughly proportional to the
health disparities that a specific community experiences, with a goal
of eliminating the disparities; (c) investments and programs should
focus on creating environmental benefits, including eliminating health
burdens, creating community and population resilience, and raising the
quality of life of those in the community; and (d) efforts should be
made to balance investments and benefits across the state and within
counties, local jurisdictions, and unincorporated areas as appropriate
to reduce disparities by location and to ensure efforts contribute to
a reduction in disparities that exist based on race or ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, or other factors.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, state
agencies allocating funds or administering grants or programs from the
carbon emissions reduction account created in RCW 70A.65.240, the
climate commitment account created in RCW 70A.65.260, the natural
climate solutions account created in RCW 70A.65.270, the climate
investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250, the air quality and
health disparities improvement account created in RCW 70A.65.280, the
climate transit programs account created in *RCW 46.68.500, or the
climate active transportation account created in *RCW 46.68.490, must:

(a) Report annually to the environmental justice council created
in RCW 70A.02.110 regarding progress toward meeting environmental
justice and environmental health goals;

(b) Consider recommendations by the environmental justice
council; and

(c) (1) If the agency is not a covered agency subject to the
requirements of chapter 70A.02 RCW, create and adopt a community
engagement plan to describe how it will engage with overburdened
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communities and vulnerable populations in allocating funds or
administering grants or programs from the climate investment account.

(ii) The plan must include methods for outreach and communication
with those who face barriers, language or otherwise, to participation.

(4) During the 2023-2025 fiscal biennium:

(a) The requirement of subsection (1) of this section to conduct
an environmental Jjustice assessment applies only to covered agencies
as defined in RCW 70A.02.010 and to significant agency actions as
defined in RCW 70A.02.010.

(b) Agencies shall coordinate with the department and the office
of financial management to achieve total statewide spending from the
accounts listed in subsection (1) of this section of not less than 35
percent and a goal of 40 percent of total investments that provide
direct and meaningful benefits to vulnerable populations within the
boundaries of overburdened communities as otherwise described in
subsection (1) (a) through (d) of this section and in accordance with
RCW 70A.65.230.

(c) The requirements of subsection (3) (c¢) of this section for
agencies other than covered agencies to create and adopt community
engagement plans apply only to executive branch agencies and
institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.10.016,
receiving total appropriations of more than $2,000,000 for the
2023-2025 fiscal biennium from the accounts listed in subsection (1)
of this section. [2025 ¢ 58 s 3011. Prior: 2023 ¢ 475 s 1902; 2023 c
475 s 936; prior: 2022 c 182 s 104; 2022 c 181 s 13; 2021 c 316 s 4.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 46.68.490 and 46.68.500 were repealed by
2025 ¢ 417 s 801.

Explanatory note—2025 c 58: See note following RCW 1.16.050.

RCW 70A.65.030 Environmental justice assessment (as amended by
2025 c 417). (Effective until July 1, 2027.) (1) ((Execept—os—provided
in——subseetion{4)—of this seetion—eaech)) Each year or biennium, as
appropriate, when allocating funds from the carbon emissions reduction
account created in RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment account
created in RCW 70A.65.260, the natural climate solutions account
created in RCW 70A.65.270, the climate investment account created in
RCW 70A.65.250, or the air quality and health disparities improvement

account created in RCW 70A.65.280, ((the—etimate tronsit programs
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aeeeHﬁ%—efea%eé—iﬁ—RGW—46768T49QT)) or administering grants or
programs funded by the accounts, agencies shall conduct an
environmental Jjustice assessment consistent with the requirements of
RCW 70A.02.060 and establish a minimum of not less than 35 percent and
a goal of 40 percent of total investments that provide direct and
meaningful benefits to vulnerable populations within the boundaries of
overburdened communities through: (a) The direct reduction of

environmental burdens in overburdened communities; (b) the reduction
of disproportionate, cumulative risk from environmental burdens,
including those associated with climate change; (c) the support of

community led project development, planning, and participation costs;
or (d) meeting a community need identified by the community that is
consistent with the intent of this chapter or RCW 70A.02.010.

(2) The allocation of funding under subsection (1) of this
section must adhere to the following principles, additional to the
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requirements of RCW 70A.02.080: (a) Benefits and programs should be
directed to areas and targeted to vulnerable populations and
overburdened communities to reduce statewide disparities; (b)
investments and benefits should be made roughly proportional to the
health disparities that a specific community experiences, with a goal
of eliminating the disparities; (c) investments and programs should
focus on creating environmental benefits, including eliminating health
burdens, creating community and population resilience, and raising the
quality of life of those in the community; and (d) efforts should be
made to balance investments and benefits across the state and within
counties, local jurisdictions, and unincorporated areas as appropriate
to reduce disparities by location and to ensure efforts contribute to
a reduction in disparities that exist based on race or ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, or other factors.

(3) ((Bxeept—as—provided—ansubseetion{4)r—of +this secetions
state)) State agencies allocating funds or administering grants or
programs from the carbon emissions reduction account created in RCW
70A.65.240, the climate commitment account created in RCW 70A.65.260,
the natural climate solutions account created in RCW 70A.65.270, the
climate investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250, or the air
quality and health disparities improvement account created in RCW

70A.65.280, ((the—elimate—trarnsitprograms—account—ercated—3nREW
Vi : NN 1 1 1 1

46+68-4906+)) must:

(a) Report annually to the environmental justice council created
in RCW 70A.02.110 regarding progress toward meeting environmental
justice and environmental health goals;

(b) Consider recommendations by the environmental justice
council; and

(c) (1) If the agency is not a covered agency subject to the
requirements of chapter 70A.02 RCW, create and adopt a community
engagement plan to describe how it will engage with overburdened
communities and vulnerable populations in allocating funds or
administering grants or programs from the climate investment account.

(ii) The plan must include methods for outreach and communication
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his—seetion<)) [2025 ¢ 417 s 804. Prior: 2023 ¢ 475 s 1902; 2023
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c 475 s 936; prior: 2022 c 182 s 104; 2022 c 181 s 13; 2021 c 316 s
4.]

Effective date—2025 ¢ 417 ss 801, 802, and 804-807: See note
following RCW 43.84.092.

Findings—Intent—2025 c 417: See note following RCW 82.38.030.

RCW 70A.65.030 Environmental justice assessment (as amended by
2025 c 424). (Effective until July 1, 2027.) (1) Except as provided
in subsection (4) of this section, each year or biennium, as
appropriate, when allocating funds from the carbon emissions reduction
account created in RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment account
created in RCW 70A.65.260, the natural climate solutions account
created in RCW 70A.65.270, the climate investment account created in
RCW 70A.65.250, the air quality and health disparities improvement
account created in RCW 70A.65.280, the climate transit programs
account created in *RCW 46.68.500, or the climate active
transportation account created in *RCW 46.68.490, or administering
grants or programs funded by the accounts, agencies shall conduct an
environmental justice assessment consistent with the requirements of
RCW 70A.02.060 and establish a minimum of not less than 35 percent and
a goal of 40 percent of total investments that provide direct and
meaningful benefits to vulnerable populations within the boundaries of
overburdened communities through: (a) The direct reduction of

environmental burdens in overburdened communities; (b) the reduction
of disproportionate, cumulative risk from environmental burdens,
including those associated with climate change; (c) the support of

community led project development, planning, and participation costs;
or (d) meeting a community need identified by the community that is
consistent with the intent of this chapter or RCW 70A.02.010.

(2) The allocation of funding under subsection (1) of this
section must adhere to the following principles, additional to the
requirements of RCW 70A.02.080: (a) Benefits and programs should be
directed to areas and targeted to vulnerable populations and
overburdened communities to reduce statewide disparities; (b)
investments and benefits should be made roughly proportional to the
health disparities that a specific community experiences, with a goal
of eliminating the disparities; (c) investments and programs should
focus on creating environmental benefits, including eliminating health
burdens, creating community and population resilience, and raising the
quality of life of those in the community; and (d) efforts should be
made to balance investments and benefits across the state and within
counties, local jurisdictions, and unincorporated areas as appropriate
to reduce disparities by location and to ensure efforts contribute to
a reduction in disparities that exist based on race or ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, or other factors.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, state
agencies allocating funds or administering grants or programs from the
carbon emissions reduction account created in RCW 70A.65.240, the
climate commitment account created in RCW 70A.65.260, the natural
climate solutions account created in RCW 70A.65.270, the climate
investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250, the air quality and
health disparities improvement account created in RCW 70A.65.280, the
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climate transit programs account created in *RCW 46.68.500, or the
climate active transportation account created in *RCW 46.68.490, must:

(a) Report annually to the environmental justice council created
in RCW 70A.02.110 regarding progress toward meeting environmental
justice and environmental health goals;

(b) Consider recommendations by the environmental justice
council; and

(c) (1) If the agency is not a covered agency subject to the
requirements of chapter 70A.02 RCW, create and adopt a community
engagement plan to describe how it will engage with overburdened
communities and vulnerable populations in allocating funds or
administering grants or programs from the climate investment account.

(ii) The plan must include methods for outreach and communication
with those who face barriers, language or otherwise, to participation.

(4) During the 2023-2025 and 2025-2027 fiscal ( (kiennium))
biennia:

(a) The requirement of subsection (1) of this section to conduct
an environmental Jjustice assessment applies only to covered agencies
as defined in RCW 70A.02.010 and to significant agency actions as
defined in RCW 70A.02.010.

(b) Agencies shall coordinate with the department and the office
of financial management to achieve total statewide spending from the
accounts listed in subsection (1) of this section of not less than 35
percent and a goal of 40 percent of total investments that provide
direct and meaningful benefits to vulnerable populations within the
boundaries of overburdened communities as otherwise described in
subsection (1) (a) through (d) of this section and in accordance with
RCW 70A.65.230.

(c) The requirements of subsection (3) (c¢) of this section for
agencies other than covered agencies to create and adopt community
engagement plans apply only to executive branch agencies and
institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.10.016,
receiving total appropriations of more than $2,000,000 for the
2023-2025 fiscal biennium from the accounts listed in subsection (1)
of this section. [2025 ¢ 424 s 972. Prior: 2023 ¢ 475 s 1902; 2023 c
475 s 936; prior: 2022 c 182 s 104; 2022 c 181 s 13; 2021 c 316 s 4.]

Reviser's note: * (1) RCW 46.68.490 and 46.68.500 were repealed by
2025 ¢ 417 s 801.

(2) RCW 70A.65.030 was amended three times during the 2025
legislative session, without reference to one another. For rule of
construction concerning sections amended more than once during the
same legislative session, see RCW 1.12.025.

Effective date—2025 ¢ 424: See note following RCW 9.46.100.
Effective date—2023 ¢ 475: See note following RCW 16.76.030.

Intent—Effective date—2022 c 182: See notes following RCW
70A.65.240.

RCW 70A.65.030 Environmental justice assessment. (Effective July
1, 2027.) (1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section,
each year or biennium, as appropriate, when allocating funds from the
climate commitment act transportation account created in RCW
70A.65.240, the climate commitment act operating account created in
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RCW 70A.65.410, the climate commitment act capital account created in
RCW 70A.65.420, or the air quality and health disparities improvement
account created in RCW 70A.65.280, or administering grants or programs
funded by the accounts, agencies shall conduct an environmental
justice assessment consistent with the requirements of RCW 70A.02.060
and establish a minimum of not less than 35 percent and a goal of 40
percent of total investments that provide direct and meaningful
benefits to vulnerable populations within the boundaries of
overburdened communities through: (a) The direct reduction of
environmental burdens in overburdened communities; (b) the reduction
of disproportionate, cumulative risk from environmental burdens,
including those associated with climate change; (c) the support of
community led project development, planning, and participation costs;
or (d) meeting a community need identified by the community that is
consistent with the intent of this chapter or RCW 70A.02.010.

(2) The allocation of funding under subsection (1) of this
section must adhere to the following principles, additional to the
requirements of RCW 70A.02.080: (a) Benefits and programs should be
directed to areas and targeted to vulnerable populations and
overburdened communities to reduce statewide disparities; (b)
investments and benefits should be made roughly proportional to the
health disparities that a specific community experiences, with a goal
of eliminating the disparities; (c) investments and programs should
focus on creating environmental benefits, including eliminating health
burdens, creating community and population resilience, and raising the
quality of life of those in the community; and (d) efforts should be
made to balance investments and benefits across the state and within
counties, local jurisdictions, and unincorporated areas as appropriate
to reduce disparities by location and to ensure efforts contribute to
a reduction in disparities that exist based on race or ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, or other factors.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, state
agencies allocating funds or administering grants or programs from the
climate commitment act transportation account created in RCW
70A.65.240, the climate commitment act operating account created in
RCW 70A.65.410, the climate commitment act capital account created in
RCW 70A.65.420, or the air quality and health disparities improvement
account created in RCW 70A.65.280, must:

(a) Report biennially to the environmental justice council
created in RCW 70A.02.110 regarding progress toward meeting
environmental justice and environmental health goals;

(b) Consider recommendations by the environmental justice
council; and

(c) (1) If the agency is not a covered agency subject to the
requirements of chapter 70A.02 RCW, create and adopt a community
engagement plan to describe how it will engage with overburdened
communities and vulnerable populations in allocating funds or
administering grants or programs from the climate investment account.

(ii) The plan must include methods for outreach and communication
with those who face barriers, language or otherwise, to participation.

(4) (a) The requirement of subsection (1) of this section to
conduct an environmental justice assessment applies only to covered
agencies as defined in RCW 70A.02.010 and to significant agency
actions as defined in RCW 70A.02.010.

(b) Agencies shall coordinate with the department and the office
of financial management to achieve total statewide spending from the
accounts listed in subsection (1) of this section of not less than 35
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percent and a goal of 40 percent of total investments that provide
direct and meaningful benefits to vulnerable populations within the
boundaries of overburdened communities as otherwise described in
subsection (1) (a) through (d) of this section and in accordance with
RCW 70A.65.230.

(c) The requirements of subsection (3) (c¢) of this section for
agencies other than covered agencies to create and adopt community
engagement plans apply only to executive branch agencies and
institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.10.016,
receiving total appropriations of more than $2,000,000 per biennium
from the accounts listed in subsection (1) of this section. [2026 c
219 s 9. Prior: 2025 c 424 s 972; 2025 c 417 s 804; 2025 c 58 s 3011;
prior: 2023 c 475 s 1902; 2023 c 475 s 936; prior: 2022 c 182 s 104;
2022 ¢ 181 s 13; 2021 ¢ 316 s 4.]

Effective date—2026 ¢ 219: See note following RCW 70A.65.410.
Effective date—2025 ¢ 424: See note following RCW 9.46.100.

Effective date—2025 c 417 ss 801, 802, and 804-807: See note
following RCW 43.84.092.

Findings—Intent—2025 c 417: See note following RCW 82.38.030.
Explanatory note—2025 c 58: See note following RCW 1.16.050.
Effective date—2023 ¢ 475: See note following RCW 16.76.030.

Intent—Effective date—2022 ¢ 182: See notes following RCW
70A.65.240.
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