
 
 

 
 
This editorial cartoon, published in 1913, illustrates the historic battle over representation 
between urban and rural parts of the state. The  “cow counties” of Eastern Washington 
feared control by more heavily populated areas like King County and fought redistricting 
changes that would affect their strength in the Legislature. These struggles continued into 
the 1950s when the League of Women voters entered the redistricting arena to address 
the issue of under-representation for the state’s growing cities. 


