By DEE NORTON

A member of the State Liquor Control Board says he
received fewer than three dozen cases of liquor samples last
year and that they were used for tasting to determine what
brands would be sold through state
stores.
The member, Don Eldridge, just
back from a convention in San Fran- }
cisco, said records he kept of sam-
ples—he received during 1970 shew - f
that *'1 received less than three cas- <
—es—ar mhonth, and these-are mixed -
cases of half gallons, fifths and pints
of spirits and guarts and. tenths of
wine."”

. Jack Hood, board chairman, told
Times reporters last week, It isn't
anybody's business™ what the board
did with the 3,500 bottles of samples
it received last year, .

Leroy Hittle, the third board member, has been away on
vacation.

. The 1,500 bottles received by the board were among
40,000 bottles of ifree liguor that passed out of the Seattle
liquor, warehouse last year.

The 36,500 sther bottles passed through the hands of the
Jimen who are representatives of distilleriess

The state auditor's office tried to find out where all the
liquor went, but nearly all the liquor representatives report-
Ed simply that it was used for “rootine business purposes.”
¢« Some samples received by the board in the past weat 10

Den Eldridge

has heen stopped.

Eldndge said, "The 3,500 doesn't mean anything to me,”
adding that he kept complete records of the sample bottles
he received, and that they averaged oul to about three cases
a month.

Criteria wsed in evaluating the samples for “listing or
delisting' by the board include, Eldridge said:

*The package—the design of it; how attractive the label
iz, and taste has something to do with it.”

ALSO CONSIDERED are the number of special orders
bv citizens wanting full cases of hrands not sold through the

the Governor's Mansion for entertaining, but that practice

state-operated stores and salés im oUler states.

“We also consider how much they (the distillery) are
going to spend on advertising: if they are going to back it
(their product) up with a pood advertising program,” Eld-
ridge said. .

"Taste {of liquor) is a personal matter,” Eldridge said.

Hood, he said, prefers scotch, Hittle “likes the Canadi-
an so he takes care of that, and I'm a siraight-bourbon
man," Eldridge said.

“For the gin and vodka we usually cail on our friends”
as sample tasters, Eldridge added.

Agked-if the taste sampling is done by simultaneous
comparison of two or three brands, a sip at a time, Eldridge
replied, “*No, That iz done on an individual basis.

“Some [ tasted mysell. Other times Dinvited a friend in,
In some cases [ gave it to a friend and said, “Try it and tell
me whal you-think about it".”

Eldridge sdid he received ™a bottle of this and a bottle of
that, not a case or half case at a time."

SOME SAMPLES, he said,<peohably were disposed of
down the drain. This includes the low-quality wines. A lot of
of this goes down the drain,” Eldridge said

He emphasized, “We have to use normal business proce-
dures in our merchandising.”

Distilleries submit samples “wher™there is a change in
bottle shape. or i the label_or during the holiday season
when there is a special package or decanfer,” he said.

In late 1570 the board placed on its shelves a line of six
premized canhed cocktails. Although live companies proeduie
the canned drinks, only one was accepted for a “limited

test™ and Because “the stores had room for onty one display

- rack." Eldridge said.

“We are going to take on another line in the next coupls
of months,” he added.

The board also expects to ndd s new light whiskey.
Three years ago a federal law prohibiting reuse of pak bar.
rels by whiskey makers was changed. Reuse of the harrels
now s permitted.

“This brings forth a light whiskey. similar to Canadian
whiskey," Eldridge said. It must he Tour years old, and the
first of it will not be released untl 1972

“This has created a whole new sel of problems fnr us”
Eldridge said. ““Thoy are all new laheis

Samples used for taste tests
says Liquor Board member

“They are-ail iierested in getting their preducts on our
shelves so we must determine what items we are going to
drop-and what we are going to put on.”” Samples are arriv.
ing now, Eldridge said. although they are not fully aged.

“We have all these people on the ouiside wha wani in.

and we can handle only 1,200 items, and there are people
who are interested in staying in,"” Eldridge said.

Board rules on handling and distribution of ligunr sam-
ples penerally were tightened early this vear, he said.

“SOME OF THE THINGS that have gone on since the
first liguor act (Steele Act, under which the board srill aper-
ates) was passed have not beren m the best interest of the
public,™ Eldridge admitted. T I

SThe bodrd has done s ot to modermiee our merchapdis-
ing procedures and it has instituted a good many security
measures.” he said. “Sure. we recognize some of the proce-
dures have been a little loose over the vears.”™

_ He noted that an investigation By State Auditor Robert
Graham earlier this year was the {irst of the board by that
nffice.

Hood, Eldridge. Hittte, several past board members and
numerous board employes have been guestioned by the King
County grand jury during an investigation of liquor handling
and distribution practices.
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