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HOUSE BI LL 2112

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representative Pettigrew

Read first tinme 02/08/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& Children's Services.

AN ACT Relating to protecting consuners and agency clients by
clarifying the definition of social worker; anending RCW 18.225. 010 and
70. 124. 020; adding a new section to chapter 18.225 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the public's
interest is best served by receiving social and clinical services from
a professional social worker who abides by a professional code of
ethics, is educated in the field of social work, and is deened by the
conpletion of requirenents of the social work education and/or
licensing requirenents to be a social worker.

Soci al work education provides a unique conbination of know edge,
val ues, skills, and professional ethics that cannot be obtained through
ot her educati onal prograns, equipping professional social workers with
the specialized know edge base necessary for an effective social
services delivery system that cannot be approximted through other
degree prograns or on-the-job training.

I n addition, many professional social workers practice in settings
that do not require licensure and the professional title of social
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wor ker is m sunderstood or underval ued due to use of the title "soci al
wor ker" by persons neither trained nor |icensed as a professional
soci al worker.

It is therefore the intent of the legislature to ensure that the
title of "social worker" is defined clearly for nmental health consuners
and the clients of public and private agenci es.

Sec. 2. RCW18.225.010 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Advanced social work" neans the application of social work
t heory and net hods i ncluding enotional and bi opsychosoci al assessnent,
psychot herapy under the supervision of a |licensed independent clinical
soci al worker, case managenent, consultation, advocacy, counseling, and
community organization

(2) "Applicant™ neans a person who conpletes the required
application, pays the required fee, is at |east eighteen years of age,
and neets any background check requirenents and uniform disciplinary
act requirenents.

(3) "Commttee" neans the Washington state nental heal t h
counselors, marriage and fam |y therapists, and social workers advisory
comm ttee.

(4) "Departnment" nmeans the departnent of health.

(5) "Disciplining authority" neans the departnent.

(6) "Independent clinical social work™ neans the diagnosis and
treatnment of enotional and nental disorders based on know edge of hunman
devel opnent, the causation and treatnent of psychopat hol ogy,

psychot herapeutic treatnent practices, and social work practice as
defined in advanced social work. Treatnent nodalities include but are
not limted to diagnosis and treatnment of individuals, couples,
fam|lies, groups, or organi zations.

(7) "Marriage and famly therapy" nmeans the diagnosis and treatnent
of nmental and enotional disorders, whether cognitive, affective, or
behavioral, within the context of relationships, including marriage and
famly systens. Marriage and famly therapy involves the professional
application of psychotherapeutic and famly systens theories and
techniques in the delivery of services to individuals, couples, and
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famlies for the purpose of treating such diagnosed nervous and nent al
di sorders. The practice of marriage and famly therapy neans the
rendering of professional narriage and famly therapy services to
i ndi viduals, couples, and famlies, singly or in groups, whether such
services are offered directly to the general public or through
organi zations, either public or private, for a fee, nonetary or
ot herw se.

(8) "Mental health counseling"” nmeans the application of principles
of human devel opnent, |earning theory, psychotherapy, group dynam cs,
and etiology of nental illness and dysfunctional behavior to
i ndividuals, couples, famlies, groups, and organizations, for the
pur pose of treatnment of nental disorders and pronoting optinmal nental
health and functionality. Mental health counseling al so includes, but
is not limted to, the assessnent, diagnosis, and treatnent of nental
and enotional disorders, as well as the application of a well ness nodel
of nmental health.

(9) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the secretary's
desi gnee.

(10) "Social worker" neans a person who has net one or nore of the
follow ng requirenents:

(a) Gaduation from a bachelor's, master's, or doctorate socia
work educational program accredited by the council on social work
education and approved by the secretary based upon nationally
recogni zed standards; or

(b) I's licensed under RCW 18.225.090 as a |licensed advanced soci al
worker or licensed independent clinical social worker.

Sec. 3. RCW 70.124.020 and 1999 c¢c 176 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context requires otherwise, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Court" means the superior court of the state of WAashi ngton.

(2) "Law enforcenent agency" neans the police departnment, the
director of public safety, or the office of the sheriff.

(3) "Practitioner of the healing arts" or "practitioner” neans a
person licensed by this state to practice podiatric nedicine and
surgery, optonetry, pharmacy, physical therapy, chiropractic, nursing,
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dentistry, osteopathic nedicine and surgery, or nedicine and surgery.
The term "practitioner"” includes a nurse's aide and a duly accredited
Christian Science practitioner.

(4) "Departnent"” neans the state departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(5) "Social worker" neans ((anyenre—engaged—n—a—professional

erganhtzatton—oer—institution)) a person who has net one or nore of the

follow ng requirenents:

(a) Gaduation from a bachelor's, master's, or doctorate socia
work educational program accredited by the council on social work
education and approved by the secretary based upon nationally
recogni zed standards; or

(b) I's licensed under RCW 18.225.090 as a |licensed advanced soci al
worker or licensed independent clinical social worker.

(6) "Psychol ogi st" neans any person |icensed to practice psychol ogy
under chapter 18.83 RCW whether acting in an individual capacity or as
an enployee or agent of any public or private organization or
institution.

(7) "Pharmacist" neans any registered pharmacist under chapter
18. 64 RCW whether acting in an individual capacity or as an enpl oyee
or agent of any public or private organization or institution.

(8) "Abuse or neglect"” or "patient abuse or neglect" neans the
nonacci dental physical injury or condition, sexual abuse, or negligent
treatment of a state hospital patient under circunstances which
indicate that the patient's health, welfare, or safety is harned
t her eby.

(9) "Negligent treatnment” nmeans an act or om ssion which evinces a
serious disregard of consequences of such magnitude as to constitute a
clear and present danger to the patient's health, welfare, or safety.

(10) "State hospital"™ nmeans any hospital operated and mai ntai ned by
the state for the care of the nentally ill under chapter 72.23 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 18.225 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) To safeguard the people of the state of Washington from the
dangers of wunqualified, unethical, and inproper practice of social
wor k, a person nust not represent hinself or herself as a social worker
w t hout being qualified as a social worker as defined in this chapter.

(2) No public or private agencies or organizations in the state of
Washi ngton shall use the title "social worker"” or any formof the title
for volunteer or enploynment positions or wthin contracts for services,
docunents, manuals, or reference material, effective January 1, 2008,
unless all volunteers or enployees in those positions neet the
qualifications of a social worker as defined in this chapter, or were
enpl oyed with the title "social worker"” on or before the effective date
of this act.

~-- END ---
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