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History: health care price transparency

Efforts to understand health care prices have persisted for
decades, increasing with passage of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

Maryland established the first All-Payer Claims Database (APCD) in
1995,

» 23 states have APCDs

» Washington's enacted in 2014 (RCW 43.371.005)

Federal Hospital and Payer Transparency in Coverage (iC) rules
enacted in 2020 following Executive Order.
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Challenges: health care price transparency

© Gobellle v. Liberty Mutual Insurance Company (2016) — Prohibits
states from compelling self-insured employer plans from
submitting data to APCDs.

© Challenges to what is and isn't considered proprietary
© Complexity of data

© Multiple and inconsistent sources

© Delay in accessing data
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Key terms

e

[e]

Health care spending
(or expenditure)

Key indicator of health care
affordability

Health care expenditure =

price x utilization + other spending

Health care pricing

Market driven unit price for
health care services

ERE

Health care utilization

Use, or volume, of services
delivered

“Price” and “Cost” are often used

interchangeably in publications

Health care costs

Cost of delivering services
incurred by providers, payers,
and others
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Health care price transparency
programs and tools

Transparency in health care pricing and overall health care spending
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Health care price transparency programs

« Transparency in Coverage: » Department of Health (DOH) « RAND hospital price study
Health Plan . Comprghensive Hospital Abstract - National Academy for State

« Transparency in Coverage: Repo,rt'ng S_yStem ERRRS) Health Policy (NASHP) hospital
Hospital I-_Ilc-l:zspltal price transparency cost tool

« All-payer claims database « Turquoise Health TiC price tool

« Drug price transparency

« Health Care Cost Transparency Board

* Prescription Drug Affordability Board
« Office of Insurance Commissioner

(OIC)

« Payer price and financial information

 Rate & Form Filings
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Federal: Health plan price transparency
42 CFR 147.211

v/

What is it?

Effective Jan 2022; health
plans required to post
pricing information online.

Payers have complied more
readily with requirements.

=
S

What is the source
of the data?

Health plan negotiated
rates with contracted
hospitals and other
providers.

Allowed amounts and billed
charges for out-of-network
providers.

o

[e]

What data is
captured?

In-network negotiated rates
for all covered items and
services.

Out-of-network allowed
amounts and billed charges
for all covered items and
services.

Negotiated rates and
historical net prices for
covered prescription drugs.

L]

How is it made
available?

Three separate machine-
readable files (MRF).

Consumer-friendly price
comparison tool for about
500 services with cost-
sharing estimate.

Q)
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How is it utilized?

MRFs can be downloaded
by researchers and
businesses who can parse
the data to make available
to the public and
purchasers (e.g., Turquoise
Health, Mathematica, etc.).

Consumers can directly
access estimated cost-
sharing for services covered
by their plan.

Washington State
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https://www.cms.gov/priorities/healthplan-price-transparency/overview/plans-and-issuers

Federal: Hospital price transparency
45 CFR Part 180

\

What is it?

Effective Jan 2021; hospitals
required to post pricing
information online.

Federal Department of

Health and Human Services
(HHS) Office of Inspector

General (OIG) report in 2024

showed 46% of hospitals
were not in full compliance.

(((

What is the source
of the data?
Hospital charge masters

and hospital negotiated
rates with payers.

_—

[e]

What data is
captured?

Gross charges from charge
master.

Discounted cash prices.

Negotiated charges
between hospital and
payers.

L]

How is it made
available?

Single, comprehensive MRF.

Consumer-friendly display
for about 70 “shoppable
services” specified by the
Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS).

Q)
[\ ()
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How is it utilized?

MRFs can be downloaded
by researchers and other
businesses who can parse
the data to make available
to the public and
purchasers (e.g., Turquoise
Health, Mathematica, etc.).

Consumers can directly
access shoppable service
charges on hospital
websites.

S e, —— E— Washington State _
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https://www.cms.gov/priorities/key-initiatives/hospital-price-transparency/hospitals

Machine Readable File (screenshot)

C m (@) File S:/DATA/APCD/MRF/2025-11-01_WUMP_RLRXStdRates_in-network-rates.json v E} @ :

Pretty-print [ | a
,3SB?£J§SB?5,38@?6,389??,339?8,33@?9,33@8@,38@31,38@32,38@83,38@84,38@85,38986,33@8?,33@88,38@39,38@99,38@91,38@92,38@93,38@94,38995,33996,38@9?,38@98
,38@00,3810@, 38101, 38102, 38103, 381084, 381085 ,338106, 38167, 38108, 38109, 38110, 38111, 38112, 38113 ,38114,38115, 38116, 38117, 38118, 38119, 38120, 38121, 38122 , 358123
,38124,38125,38126, 38127, 38128,38129,38138,358131, 38132, 38133, 38134, 38135, 38136, 38137, 38138, 38139, 38148, 38141, 38142, 38143, 38144, 38145, 38146, 38147, 35148
,38149,3815@, 38151, 38152, 38153, 38154, 38155,38156, 38157, 38158, 38159, 38160, 38161, 38162, 38163, 38164, 38165, 38166, 38167, 38168, 381609, 38178, 38171, 38172, 358173
,38174,3875@, 38751, 38752, 38753, 38754, 38755,38756, 38757, 38758, 38759, 38760, 38761, 38762, 38763, 38764, 38765, 38766, 38767, 38768, 38760, 38778, 38771, 38772, 358773
,38774,38775,38776,38777,38778,38779,38780,38781, 38782, 38783, 38784, 38785, 38786, 38787, 38788, 38780, 38798, 38791, 38792, 38793, 38795, 38795, 38797, 38798, 35799
,3220@,38201, 38802, 38803, 38804, 38805, 388065, 33807, 32808, 38300, 383810, 38811, 38812, 38813, 38814, 38815, 38816, 38817, 38818, 38819, 38820, 38821, 38822, 38823, 35824
,38825,38827,388258,38829,38832]},{"negotiated prices":[{"negotiated type":"negotiated","negotiated rate":42.97,"expiration_date":"2025-12-

31", "service code™: .
["es5","es"," 87", "@8", 19" ,"21"," 22", 23", 24" ,"26", "31", "34", "41", "42","51", "52", 53", "56","61" ], "billing_class":"professional"}], "provider references
":[997]}.1{ " "negotiated prices":[{"negotiated type":"negotiated”,"negotiated rate":43.27,"expiration_date":"2825-12-

31","billing class":"institutional™}],"provider_references":[33727,33728,33736,34333,34339,38959]},{ "negotiated prices":

[{"negotiated type":"negotiated”,"negotiated_rate":43.27,"expiration_date™:"2025-12-31","service_code":

["e5", 86", 87", "@8", 19", 21", 22", 23", " 24" ,"26", "31", "34", "41", "42","51", "52","53","56","61" ], "billing_class":"professional"}], "provider references
[399,1366,4314,7602,9664,10163,10755,13119,15757,16599,17001, 18517, 20618, 24763, 25080, 28300, 30243, 31875, 32575, 34188, 36882, 37083, 37127,37390, 37480, 37439
»,37941,38203,40015,41211,43316] },{ "negotiated prices":[{"negotiated type":"negotiated”,"negotiated rate":43.73,"expiration_date":"2825-12-
31","service_code":

["es5","a&","@7","@8", 19", 21", 22", "23"," 24", " 26", "31", "34", "41", "42","51","52","53","56","61" ], "billing_class":"professional"}], "provider references
[227,654,726,855,1178,1393,16@8, 1614, 1956, 1982, 2157, 221@, 2543, 3981, 3538,4005 ,4422,4710,5179,6184,7593, 8656,9733, 18022 ,10284,10648,11248,11758,11879,11
535,13496,13962,14428,15671, 16603, 167082 ,16573,17153,18323,18372,18454,185877,19867,19839,19925, 20064, 21097, 21458, 22062 ,22252,22554 , 22960, 23442 24447 24
5AS8,25452,25462,26094, 263098, 26876, 27449, 27528,27531, 27532, 27879, 27959, 28272, 291685, 29165, 29541, 29977, 38047, 38187, 38788, 31282 ,31375, 31408, 31942 ,34222 ,35
543,36453, 36455 ,36588,37611, 39804, 40057 ,43014,43333,45364,46420,46612]},{ "negotiated prices”:

[{"negotiated type":"negotiated”,"negotiated_rate":43.73,"expiration_date™:"2025-12-31","billing class":"institutional"}], "provider_references™:
[6246,6247,7563,7564,7566,19419, 3411@, 34238, 34253, 34254, 34296, 36395] },{ "negotiated prices":

[{"negotiated type":"negotiated”,"negotiated_rate":44.88,"expiration_date™:"2025-12-31","service_code":

["es","@6","@7","@8", 19", 21", 22", 23", 24" ,"26", "31", "34", "41", "42","51", "52","53","56","61" ], "billing_class":"professional"}], "provider references
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All-Payer Claims Database (2014)

RCW 43.371

v

What is it?

Contains health care claims
data.

Administered by HCA.

All carriers are required to
submit data to the
Washington State All-Payer
Claims Database (WA-
APCD), except for self-
insured, ERISA (Employee
Retirement Income Security
Act), and Taft-Hartley plans
which may voluntarily
submit data.

(((

What is the source
of the data?

Health plans submit claims
data using a standard data
submission guide.

Non-claims expenditure
information is not
submitted.

.

[e]

What data is
captured?

Health care claims for
medical services including
durable medical equipment
and vision services if
included in the medical
benefits.

Health care claims for
prescription drugs.

Health care claims for
dental services.

L]

How is it made
available?

Public use dashboards on
WA-APCD website make
aggregate health care
utilization and spending
information available to
consumers.

Health care price and
quality information is made
available for select services
on the WA-APCD website.

Q)

[\ ()

[\

How is it utilized?

Consumers can directly
access estimated cost of
select services for providers
serving their location.

Provider quality
performance data is also
made available to
consumers on WA-APCD
website.

13 Health Care Authority

Sources: Chapter 43.371 RCW, WA-APCD website



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.371&full=true
http://www.wahealthcarecompare.com/

Payer price transparency (2016)
RCW 48.43.007

v/

What is it?

Health plans required to
offer certain price and
quality information to
members.

Administered by OIC.

=
=

What is the source
of the data?

Health plan negotiated
rates with hospitals and
other providers contracted
with the health plan.

Allowed amounts and billed
charges for contracted
providers.

o

[e]

What data is
captured?

Cost data for common
treatments within inpatient,
outpatient, diagnostic tests,
and office visits.

Meaningful consumer data
for total cost of care for
integrated care delivery
systems.

Quality of care and patient-
reported rating and
feedback about providers.

L]

How is it made
available?

RCW does not require a
particular method of
making information
available to consumers.

Most health plans have
some cost, quality, and
experience data available on
their online member
portals.

O}

[\ ()

[\

How is it utilized?

Consumers can directly
access estimated cost-
sharing for services covered
by their plan on their plan’s
member portal.

Data are not published in a
standard manner across
health plans, making cross-
plan comparisons very
difficult.

14 Source: RCW 48.43.007
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=48.43.007

Prescription drug price transparency (2019)

RCW 43.71C

v

What is it?

Contains prescription drug
pricing information.

Administered by HCA.

All carriers, pharmacy
benefit managers (PBMs),
manufacturers, and
pharmacy service
administrative organizations
(PSAOs) are required to
submit data.

Sources: Chapter 43.71C RCW; HCA Drug Price Transparency webpage

([

What is the source
of the data?

Submitters submit drug
pricing data using the
pertinent standard data
submission guides.

Aggregate drug utilization
data is also submitted.

e

[e]

What data is
captured?

Drug prices.

Aggregate drug utilization.

Aggregate top 25 drugs
costs.

Aggregate drugs rebate
data.

L]

How is it made
available?

Q)
P\

[—"\

How is it utilized?

Drug price transparency
data are considered
confidential information
and are not generally
publicly disclosable.

Aggregate data are
included in annual
reporting.

Aggregate data are
included in annual
reporting.

Data are made available to
other transparency
programs such as the
Health Care Cost
Transparency Board (Cost
Board) as allowed by law.

Washington State
Health CareW


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.71C&full=true
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/clinical-collaboration-and-initiatives/prescription-drug-price-transparency

Health Care Cost Transparency Board (2020)

RCW 70.390

\

What is it?

Mission is to analyze total
health care expenditures
and set cost growth

benchmark for Washington.

Administered by HCA.

All carriers are required to
submit aggregate health

care spending data to HCA.

Washington is one of nine
states with a health care
cost transparency board.

(0

What is the source
of the data?

Health plans submit
aggregate health care
spending data using a
standard data submission
guide.

Non-claims expenditure
information is included in
the data submissions.

=

[e]

What data is
captured?

Aggregate data for total
medical expenditure,
including medical,
pharmacy, dental, vision,

and long-term care services.

Aggregate data for net cost
of private health insurance.

Aggregate health care
spending data from other
government entities like
Veterans Administration
(VA) and the Department of
Labor and Industries (L&l).

Sources: Chapter 70.390 RCW; HCA Cost Board webpage

16

L]

How is it made
available?

Q)

[\ ()

[~~—"\

How is it utilized?

The Cost Board utilizes the
analyses and information to
discuss policy options for
containing health care cost
growth.

Aggregate data for health
care spending and
stratification by market,
payer type, and by large
provider organizations is
made available to Cost
Board at public meetings.

Cost Board
recommendations are
included in the annual
report to the Legislature.

Performance against the
benchmark is shared at the
annual public hearing and
included in the annual
report to the Legislature.

Washington State
Health CareAmc-y7


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.390&full=true
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/who-we-are/health-care-cost-transparency-board

Prescription Drug Affordability Board (2022)

RCW 70.405

v/

What is it?

Mission is to monitor and
mitigate unsupported price
increases of prescription
drugs.

Administered by HCA.

Conducts affordability
reviews for selected
prescription drugs in
accordance with law.

Washington is one of nine
states with a prescription
drug affordability board.

=
-—

What is the source
of the data?

Drug pricing and clinical
information from First
Databank and Medi-Span.

Prescription drug utilization
and cost data from WA-
APCD.

Sources: Chapter 70.405 RCW; HCA PDAB dashboard

_—

[e]

What data is
captured?

Drug products approved by
Food and Drug
Administration (FDA),
including prices and clinical
information.

Drug product utilization and
cost data as reflected in
health care claims
submitted to WA-APCD.

L]

How is it made
available?

Affordability reviews and
associated information is
presented to PDAB in public
meetings.

PDAB dashboard is
published on HCA website
and available to consumers.

Q)

[\ ()
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How is it utilized?

Data are used to present
affordability review findings
to the board.

PDAB dashboard contains
information about prices
and utilization for eligible
drugs.

Washington State
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.405&full=true
https://hca-tableau.watech.wa.gov/t/51/views/PDAB/2023EligibleDrugProducts-Summary?%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y

WA-APCD (2025)
EHB 1382

© HCA requ est |eg Islation Heaith Care Adthorlty Member - Overview

Choose a Measure Choose a Reporting Year
P . t t t Total Gount of Members 2023
L] L]
2023 2023 2023 2023 2023
L e a d O r a n I Z a t I O n Total Count of Members “% Paid Out of Pocket Average Number of Chronic Medical Paid Amount per Member Pharmacy Paid Amount per
Conditions per Member r Yei Member per Year

| | 4.5M 9% 15 $4.8K  $4.5K
© Aligns WA-APCD with
federal TiC rules
beginning July 2026

Total Count of Members by Year

P —

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
° ° °
> Pe r m Its p u b I I ca t I o n Of 2023 Total Count of Members by Age 2023 Total Count of Members by 2023 Total Count of Members by Payer 2023 Total Count of Members by Sex
Group Member RUCA Type Type

paid amounts and
negotiated rates

18 Health Care /uthority

Sources: EHB 1382 - 2025-26; WA-APCD website



https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1382.SL.pdf#page=1
http://www.wahealthcarecompare.com/

Hospital price transparency (2025)

SSB 5493

v/

What is it?

Effective July 2027; hospitals
required to comply with
federal TiC rules shall
submit the most recent MRF
to DOH at least once a year.

=
-—

What is the source
of the data?
Hospital charge masters

and hospital negotiated
rates with payers.

_—

[e]

What data is
captured?

Gross charges from charge
master.

Discounted cash prices.

Negotiated charges
between hospital and
payers.

L]

How is it made
available?

Single, comprehensive MRF.

Consumer-friendly display
for about 70 CMS-specified
“shoppable services”.

At least annual submission
to DOH.

Q)

[\ ()
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How is it utilized?

MRFs can be downloaded
by researchers and other
businesses who can parse
the data to make available
to the public and
purchasers (e.g., Turquoise
Health, Mathematica, etc.).

Consumers can directly
access shoppable service
charges on hospital
websites.

19 Source: SB 5493 - 2025-26
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https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5493-S.SL.pdf#page=1

Standardized data submission.

Contains hospital inpatient and
observation discharge abstract data.

Does not contain actual paid
amounts data — includes hospital
charges.

Visit the DOH CHARS webpage.

Additional transparency reporting in WA

o AN
o it
DOH: Hospital financial

reporting

DOH: Comprehensive Hospital
Abstract Record System
(CHARS)

Quarterly hospital financial reports.

Submitted by all hospitals in
Washington.

Detailed information about hospital
financial health.

Learn more about DOH Hospital
Financial Data.

20

Sources: Chapter 48.19 RCW; Chapter 43.70 RCW; Chapter 70.41 RCW,; Chapter 70.01 RCW

2

[e]

OIC: Payer rate and form filing

Applicable to all insurers as required
by state law.

Annual filings for upcoming coverage
year rate increases.

Standardized data submission format
aligned with the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners ().

Detailed information about actuarial
viability.

Visit the OIC rate and form filing
webpage.

far:

OIC: Payer financial
information filing

Quarterly and annual financial
statements, including audited
financial reports.

Applicable to all insurers as required
by state law.

Standardized data submission format
aligned with .

Detailed information about insurer
financial health and actuarial viability.

Visit the OIC Financial information
filing webpage.

Washington State
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https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/healthcare-washington/hospital-and-patient-data/hospital-discharge-data-chars
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/healthcare-washington/hospital-and-patient-data/hospital-financial-data
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/healthcare-washington/hospital-and-patient-data/hospital-financial-data
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurers-regulated-entities/rate-and-form-filing
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurers-regulated-entities/rate-and-form-filing
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurers-regulated-entities/financial-information-filing
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurers-regulated-entities/financial-information-filing
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=48.19&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.70&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.41&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.01&full=true

Other national programs
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Other national transparency programs

RAND hospital price study

RAND Health has conducted study comparing hospital
and Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC) prices to
Medicare since 2017.

Claims data from self-funded employers who
volunteer to participate in the study and 12 state
APCDs.

Aggregate state, system, and hospital-level data is
available to the public as a dashboard.

Employer-specific reports detailing “relative pricing” as
a percentage of Medicare are provided to participating
employers. These are not available to public.

Visit the RAND Hospital Price Transparency Study and
Price Transparency Dashboard.

7~ N\
NASHP

N

National Academy for State Health Policy
(NASHP) hospital cost tool
Aggregates hospital-submitted Medicare Cost Report

data to CMS using the Healthcare Cost Report
Information System (HCRIS).

Aggregate state, system, and hospital-level data is
available to the public as a dashboard.

Downloadable hospital level datasets are also available
on NASHP hospital cost tool website.

Visit the NASHP Hospital Cost Tool.

'l: Turquoise Health

Turquoise Health Transparency in
Coverage (TiC) price tool
Turquoise Health is one of many upcoming private
businesses that “mine” the published TiC data in MRF

format by payers and hospitals and convert those to
human-readable and usable formats.

Some procedure-specific price comparison
information is available to the public on the website.

Detailed price and comparison data are paywalled and
available to those who pay to subscribe for access to
those analyses and dashboards.

Visit the Turquoise Health website.

Washington State
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https://www.rand.org/health/projects/hospital-pricing.html
https://dashboard.sagetransparency.org/
https://tool.nashp.org/
https://turquoise.health/

23

Key takeaways

© Multiple price transparency efforts — federal, state, and national
© Complementary data and information from each tool
© Limitations and caveats associated with each tool
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Contact

_++ ©@Evan Klein

7% » Special Assistant for Legislative
and Policy Affairs

» evan.klein@hca.wa.gov

© Shawn O’Neill

» Legislative Relations Manager
» shawn.oneill@hca.wa.gov
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State example:
transparency

Uses hospital MRFs to
share:

» Gross charges

» Discounted cash price

» Min & Max rates (de-
identified)

» Payer-specific
negotiated rates
Publishes on public-

facing tableau
dashboard

Colorado hospital price

Price Transparency Tool by Colorado Department of Health Care Policy & Financing - Finance Office o

Intro | Tutorial = Price Transparency Table | Price Transparency Diagram
COLORADO 2 l Back to
Department of Health Care Tu torla Tool

LD o

Instructions: Hover over a specific box located on the table below to view details, instructions, and tips.

: Procedure Filters Hospital Filters : iGeographic Filters nsurance Filters

Code Type Category Hospital System E. Region Insurance Family

All) v | [aw (ALl v i Al Reset Filters

: Code & Description Hospital Name
! | MS-DRG 807 - Vaginal Delivery without Sterilization Or DEC without CC/MCC (Al

MS-DRG 807 - Vaginal Delivery without Sterilization Or D&C without CC/MCC

: File Posted  Hospital Code Medicare i it :
: Hospital Name — p o Description Gross Charge Rate Cash Price i & Aetna | Al i
i AdventHealth 3/9/2023 VAGINALDELIVERY ~ $15,959.59  RateNot  $6,383.84 f% $g 139,29 - A HMo/PPO/POS $5,578.57 - A WH EPO $7,343.52 - AN BCES HMO/PPO/POS
t Avista WITHOUT Posted t£§5,394.34 - FH HMD/PPO/POS
i STERILIZATION OR it

D&C WITHOUT

ce/mec

i AdventHealth 3/9/2023  VAGINAL DELIVERY  $14,893.61  Rate Not  $5,957.44 1% $6 033,15 - A HMO/PPO/POS $7,342.55 - FH HMO/PRO/POS $6,726.,43 - AN BCBS HMO/PPO/POS
1 Castle Rock WITHOUT Posted 303

STERILIZATION OR

The rates in this tool were posted by hospitals and may not be current. Therefore, these rates do not guarantes what may be charged o owed post-procedure. Actual charges are based on the current chargemaster (hospital intemal rates) and the care that fs actually provided. Rates may differ for
several reasons, including, but nat timitad to; severeness of procedure, complications, suppliss, or additional services raquired. Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) recommends that individuals contact hospitals and their insurance providers, ff insured, for a more accurate quate, Current

4 View on Tableau Public Cdv [0 < share

Washington State

26 Reference links: https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/co.hcpf.finance.office/viz/PriceTransparencyTool/Intro Health Ca re UthOI’Ity



https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/co.hcpf.finance.office/viz/PriceTransparencyTool/Intro

27

PBGH report on price transparency (1)

© Purchaser Business Key findings on Transparency-in-Coverage, Hospital Price Transparency
Grou p on Health report and Purchasers’ Claims Data:
dated October 2025 » TiC and HPT data usability varies dramatically. Usability of the price
» Analyzed data from transparency files ranged from excellent in some regional markets
MRFs published related (Seattle) to largely unusable in others (Oregon, California). Hospital price
to TiC rules transparency data posed greater analytical challenges and was generally

inferior to payer submissions. However, the combination of HPT and TiC
datasets with purchaser-specific claims data improved data completeness
where gaps exist, and created a usable data set.

» Compared against
claims data submitted

by employers

» Includes five large, self- »  Claims data access barriers persist. Despite clear legal rights for purchaser
insured employers and data access under Section 201 of the CAA, 2021, service providers, such
pu blic pu rchasers, as third-party administrators (“TPAs”) and health insurance carriers,
covering 10 regional frequently challenged purchasers’ access to their own claims data, citing
markets across the U.S. proprietary concerns or provider contract restrictions.’

MRF: Machine-readable file; TiC: Transparency in Coverage
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PBGH report on price transparency (2)

© Purchaser Business Key Market Findings:
Grou P on Health report »  Price variation defies economic logic. Pricing varied within and between
dated October 2025 regional markets, and among and across different payers in the same
» Analyzed data from facilities. For example, median reported negotiated facility rates for a
MRFs published related cesarean section without complication or other concurrent procedures

ranged from $11,547 (Chicago) to $27,199 (Northern California). There

were also variations of price within the same facility. At one hospital, the

: . negotiated rate for the same medication varied by 49% between two plans.
claims data submitted This variation exemplifies why purchasers need visibility into real prices
by employers to ensure they are meeting fiduciary obligations and not overpaying for

» Includes five large, self- health care products and services.
insured employers and
public purchasers,
covering 10 regional
markets across the U.S.

to TiC rules
» Compared against

Price and quality are not correlated. Analysis revealed that higher-priced
providers frequently performed worse on standardized quality measures,
while lower-priced providers often demonstrated superior safety and

MRF: Machine-readable file; TiC: Transparency in Coverage
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le HIPT File Data usabllity (*Percent of Expected”) ratings for HPT flles In Seattle/Puget Sound

.Fl':gﬂm 4. ."-I.'.'-\.'n. ific H I'.-:-:.\.::- and Health ."-j.' tems Did Not Consi :'\.".':':._.' Sul
reglonal market.

Seattle — Puget Sound

Leapfrog
Hospital Aetna Premera Blue Cross Regence BCBS Clgna UnitedHealthcare
Transparency Data safety Score | Cholce POS 11 Herltage Regence Freferred Clgna QAP UHC Cholce Plus
In-patient Qut-patient n-patient CQut-patient In-patient Qut-patient n-patient Out-patient In-patient Out-patient
Cascade Valley Hospltal D [ ] 0 @] o O o ] o O o
Evergreenhealth medical center A o ] L @ ® o] ] o @ ]
Evergreenhealth Monroe N/A ® ] L o ® L ] L s L o
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center N/A @ @ ] @ ® [ ] ® @ @ L]
Harborview Medical Center c [ L L] @ [ [ ] ] @ | L]
Kalser Permanente Central Hospital N/A [ ] [ ] ] ® ] L ] o [ ] ® ]
Multicare Auburn medical center @ e i @ [ L ] ® @ ® o
Multicare Covington Medical Center A o ] @ @ ® L ] [ @ L o]
Multicare Good Samaritan Hospital c ® [ ] @ @ ® L ] @ ] @ o]
MultiCare Mary Bridge Children’s Hospltal N/A O @] @ [ ] ] [ ] o o] L o
multicare Tacoma General Hospital ® ® ® @ @ L @ @ ® o
overlake Hospital Medical center [ ] [ ] ] [ ] [ ] L ] o [ ] ® ]
providence Reglonal Medical Center Everett @ [ ] L @ [ ] L ] o ] @ L]
Seattle children's Hospltal N/A @ o ® o ® o o o o o]
snoqualmie valley Hospltal N/A o O o @] [ ] O o o o O
St. Anne Hospltal [ ] [ ] @ [ ] ] e [ ] o] L [ ]
st. Anthony Hospltal [ ] ] [ ] [ ] ] [ ] L (@] L [ ]
st. clare Hospltal [ ] ] [ ] [ ] ] o L (@] ® [ ]
st. Elizabeth Hospital N/A )] @ ® @ @ [ ] L L] L L
St. Francis Hospital B ] ® @ [ ] ] [ ] @ (@] @ @
st. Joseph Medical Center A ® ® ® ® [ ] ® ® O ® ®
swedlsh cherry HIll campus c ® @ L] e @ L] o L L e
swedish Edmonds Hospital B L ] L L] L L L @ ® @
Swedlsh Issagquah B @ [ ] L @ @ [ ] L] [ @ @
Swedlsh Medical center A @ ] L ® ] L] o ] ® L]
agl:;;sil:‘y of washington Medical Center — o ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ®
UW Medicine/Northwest Hospital N/A ] [ ] L] ® @ L] o ] @ ]
valley Medical Center D O [ ] [ ] [ ] O [ ] 7 Q ® ]
virginia Mason Medical Center A [ ] O L ® ] ® L [ ] ® o
Percent of Expected: @ 0-25% cenerally unusable Q 2s-s0% Moderately usable O 51-75% Generally usable @ 7s-100% Highly usable
recommend code-level Imvestigation recommend additional Inve stigation consider additional investigation
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rvice Provider Data usability (*Percent of Expected”) ratings for TIC files In Seattle/Puget Sound
reglonal market.

Pigﬂm 2. Data Usal

Seattle — Puget Sound

hf:lasf:lnflizf Aetna Premera Blue Cross Regance BCBS Clgna UnitedHealthcare
Transparency Data safety Score  Choice POS I Heritage Regence Preferred cigna OAP UHC Choice Plus
In-patient Out-patient n-patient Cut-patient In-patient Out-patient n-patlent Out-patient In-patient Out-patient
cascade valley Hospital D ®
Evergreenhealth Medical Center A
Evergreenhealth Monroe M/
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center N/A
Harborview Medical Center C
Kalser Permanente Central Hospltal N/A
Multicare Auburn Medical Center B

Multicare Covington Medical center
Multicare Good Samaritan Hospltal C
MultiCare Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital N/A
MultiCare Tacoma General Hospital
Overlake Hospltal medical Center
Providence Reglonal Medical Center Everett

00 & 00 COSOPOPOSTONOSTOSTOOPOTOOIOSTOEOTDTOEOEDOSONYS
LB M D K BIoNN BN IR M Mol I Nelei-M B OB B N B I B NM-BE-NN BN N+
L OE M BB K BN BN OF IR BN OK BN BN BN OF OF BN OL AN BN NN B¢ 0N BL OF BF NN B¢ N
000 & 00000 OCCONOONSNOOORNROSOEBSROOSEBSBCOCOBRDYS
000 & 00O OSPOPOONOIOSEOSTOOPOTOTOIOSTOEODTOTEODTOSETS® TR
LB B DL N BN AR OB BN BN OK R O BN I-00 BN BL OR BN NN BN NN BL O BE-0 BN N
L OE B BB N BN AR R IR BN OK R R AN OF OF BN L AR BN NN OF 0N BL b BE O OF N
00 & 20O OSOPOTOOOLOTOOODTOTOOTOTOTODTODOTOEETS OO
C I B BB K BN BN B BN BN B BN BN BN BN NN BK B OGN BN NN NN NN M N N Nel N

[ ]
[ ]
]
]
L
o
o
o
]
o]
]
[ ]
[ ]
L
®
]
]
@
[ ]
]
L
]
]
@
L
®
o
o

Seattle Children's Hospltal N/A
Snoqualmile valley Hospltal N/&
St. Anne Hospltal
St. anthony Hospltal A
St. Clare Hospital
st. Elizabeth Hospital N/&
St. Francls Hospltal B
st. Joseph Medical Center A
Swedish Cherry HIll Campus C
Swedish Edmonds Hospltal B
swedish Issaquah B
Swedish Medical Center A
University of washington Medical Center — c
Montlake
UwW Medicine/Northwest Hospltal N/&
valley Medical Center D
Virginla mason Medical Center A
Percent of Expected: @ 0-25% cenerally unusable Q =:-50% Moderately usable O 51-75% Generally usable @ 75-100% Highly usable
recommend code-level Investigation Recommend additional Investigation consider additlonal investigation
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