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State policy directing
state and local agencies
to protect and enhance
the natural and built
environment
by
making informed
decisions.



Types of

Agency
Actions

Project
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Nonproject
actions
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Plans J

Programs J
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Roles & Responsibilities in SEPA

Ecology is _ _
responsible for: All agencies may:

e SEPA rulemaking » Trigger SEPA by

Initiating a proposal
e SEPA training and « Serve as a lead
technical

: agency when makin
assistance gency g

Publ ; decisions
* Publication o . |
SEPA Register Comment on a project

undergoing SEPA
review
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Elements of

the Environmen

Environmental
health

Land and
shoreline use

Built

environment

Public utilities
and services
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State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Process
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SEPA
process
triggered

Permit application submitted
or agency project proposed

>

Define the total proposal
Review proposal for exemptions

Determine lead agency

Evaluate project information,
including checklist

Make threshold determination

Are adverse significant impacts likely?

Determination of Significance
(DS) - Scoping Notice

21-day comment period (minimum)

Issue Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS)

30-day comment period (minimum)

Issue Final EIS
7-day wait on agency decisions
(minimum)

Agency decisions

&, Determination of
E Nonsignificance (DNS)

» 14-day comment period (minimum)

.............................

v v
v/ =
Retain or Withdraw
modify DNS the DNS
g SEPA
5id process
— dociaions — completed
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Check for
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exemptions Ch 197-11 WAC Part Nine
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o City and County SEPA
procedures
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Rule Exemption: e £C0LOGY
Minor New Construction

E>é:eor\r/1§;té(:)n Does Not Cover:
* single family e “lands covered
residentia by water"
 multi-family * Projects that
residentia require air and
* agricultural water
* nonresidential discharge

structures permits
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Adopting Flexible
Exemption Levels

Impacts to elements of the environment
Outreach

Notice & comment

Cultural and historic resource protection
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SEPA
Exemptions

Local
exclusions

SEPA
review
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Planned Actions

* Mechanism to do SEPA earlier
In the process

* Up-front, location-specific
analysis of a potential type of
project

Process
1. EISis prepared
2. Impacts and mitigation
are considered

3. Adopt planned action
ordinance
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Recent SEPA Legislation

* Housing Exemptions

 Local ordinance
SEPA appeals
protection
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Housing exemptions expanded in SEPA

* Infill housing, mixed use,
commercial
(2003, 2012, 2020)
 Urban Growth Area Infill
Housing (SB 5412, 2023)
 Transit Oriented Infill
(HB 1491, 2025)
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Local ordinance SEPA appeals protection

SEPA still applies to adopting
ordinance updates, but “safe haven”
from appeals for speolflc ordinances:

* HB 1110 Middle Housing (2023) d
* HB 1337 Accessory Dwelling Units (2023)
* SB 5148 Housing Element (2025)

 SB 5471 Middle Housing in unincorporated
UGA (2025)

* HB 1576 Historic Landmarks (2025)
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Questions?

Carrie Sessions

Director of Governmental Relations
carrie.sessions@ecy.wa.gov

Brenden McFarland

Environmental Review Section Manager
Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program
brenden.mcfarland@ecy.wa.gov
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