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Universe of Early Care and Education in WA and DCYF’s Role

It is estimated that 64% of

Wh”ed?CYFl,iosléhe state agency of children under 12 have all
record for child care, our scope . et
and influence is limited based on All children caregivers working outside the

home, meaning 758,945 kids

the programs DCYF is responsible
for: ‘I).icegnsing and Workinpg Approx. 1,185,800 ;0”.'0' needk'f'on'hpare”ta' care
Connections Child Care. children birth through uring working nours.

age 12 in WA.

Licensed Child Care License-Exempt or
/ Pre-COVID licensed capacity was abou Informal Care
188,000 and is now over 200,000. Scope unknown.

Private market

Private market

Family, Friends, and
Neighbors Providers
Child Care Subsidy Programs (receiving subsidy)
Pre-COVID caseload was

~25,000 households, roughly

42,500 children; Current S A
o , , . -FUun r
funds) participation is approximately (ECE:E:P)UEajy Ec:ZCP (;:d (federal funds)

32,000 households, roughly Federally Funded Preschool
54,000 children (Head Start)
16,432 ECEAP Slots

178 Early ECEAP
12,459 Head Start Slots*

Public market
(state and federal

4,000 children

Private Market

*Including migrant seasonal, Early Head Start and
Al/AN Head Start

Washington State Department of .
CH"_DREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES Slots needed to meet ECEAP entitlement in 2026-27:

25,014



Access to high-quality early care and education means

v" Children will arrive at Kindergarten ready to learn
v Parents and guardians can participate in the workforce
v" The Washington State economy is stronger

Access is driven by the availability and affordability of care

Increasing access means more families are eligible and the
rate paid for care is sufficient for the costs of quality.

Fair Start for Kids Act (2021)
N Eligibility

I Rates

v Access is increasing



State-wide Subsidy Utilization
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https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/early-learning-dashboards/subsidy-takeup
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State-wide Subsidy Utilization By Age Group

Age Group
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WCCC Application Received
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WCCC — Working Connection Child Care
Washington State Department of
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WCCC Application Approved
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State-wide Licensed Providers

Open Child Care Providers, By Type
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B Child Care Center B Family Child Care Home B Outdoor Nature Based Program School-age Program

Washington State Department of

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES Source: DCFY OIAA, WA Compass.



State-wide Licensed Capacity

License Capacity of Open Child Care Providers, By Type
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Washington State Department of
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Keeping the momentum for increasing access

Future mandates for continued increase access

N Family Access Eligibility Expansion to 75 percent SMI adding about 9,500 more families

N Child Care Subsidy Rate increases to an average increase of 27%

Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) Federal Compliance — New requirements for states
o Enrollment based pay and prospective provider subsidy payment
o ECE services through grants and contracts for underserved geographic areas, infants and toddlers,
and children with disabilities
o 12-month eligibility — children added during eligibility period
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES




Questions?
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