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SMOKE DETECTION DEVICES IN DWELLING UNITS
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DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER
212-10-030 Primary power supply. [Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140. WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2),

§ 212-10-030, filed 2/4/81.] Repealed by WSR 21-19-005, filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21.
Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110.

212-10-035 Number of smoke detection devices. [Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140. WSR 81-04-058
(Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-035, filed 2/4/81.] Repealed by WSR 21-19-005, filed 9/2/21,
effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110.

212-10-040 Location of smoke detection devices. [Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140. WSR 81-04-058
(Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-040, filed 2/4/81.] Repealed by WSR 21-19-005, filed 9/2/21,
effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110.

WAC 212-10-010 Administration, authority. These rules are adop-
ted pursuant to chapter 50, Laws of 1980, entitled smoke detection de-
vices in dwelling units, and to RCW 43.44.110 to provide for the in-
stallation and maintenance of smoke detection devices 1inside all
dwelling units:

(1) Occupied by persons other than the owner; or

(2) Built or manufactured in this state.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-010,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-010, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-015 Application and scope. (1) The provisions of
these rules shall apply to:

(a) All dwelling units occupied by persons other than the owner
after December 31, 1981;

(b) All dwelling units built or manufactured in this state after
December 31, 1980; and

(c) All dwelling units sold on or after July 1, 2019.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 19.27 RCW, RCW
43.22.340 through 43.22.434 and 43.22.450 through 43.22.490, the pro-
visions of these rules shall also apply to all buildings or struc-
tures, mobile homes and factory built housing used as dwelling units.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-015,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-015, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-020 Definitions. (1) Smoke detection device. A self-
contained alarm for detecting visible or invisible particles of com-
bustion, which consists of an assembly of electrical components in-
cluding a smoke chamber, alarm sounding appliance, and provision for
connection to a power supply source, either by splice leads or a cord
and plug arrangement or containing integral batteries. A supplemental
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heat detector may be included as part of the appliance. Terminals may
be included for connection to a remote, audible signaling appliance or
accessory. An integral transmitter may also be included to energize a
remote audible signaling appliance. The smoke detection device may be
of the photoelectric and/or ionization type.

(2) Photoelectric detector. A smoke detection device which acti-
vates when visible smoke from a fire enters the detector. Sensitive to
smoldering fires as well as smoke generated by an open flame fire.

(3) Ionization detector. A smoke detection device which activates
in response to invisible particles created by combustion. Sensitive to
open flame fire.

(4) Combination photoelectric/ionization detector. A smoke detec-
tion device containing both an ionization and a photoelectric element.

(5) Dwelling unit. A single unit providing complete, independent
living facilities for one or more persons including permanent provi-
sions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

(6) Sleeping room. A room or area of the dwelling unit which 1is
ordinarily used for sleeping.

(7) Factory built housing. For the purpose of these rules, facto-
ry built housing is considered as any structure designed primarily for
human occupancy other than a mobile home, the structure of any room of
which is either entirely or substantially prefabricated or assembled
at a place other than a building site, and which is subject to regula-
tion by the Washington department of labor and industries pursuant to
RCW 43.22.450 through 43.22.490.

(8) Mobile home. For the purpose of these rules, a mobile home is
considered as a factory-assembled structure or structures assembled
with the necessary service connections and made so as to be readily
movable as a unit or units on its (their) own running gear and de-
signed to be used as a dwelling unit without a permanent foundation,
and which is subject to regulation by the Washington department of la-
bor and industries pursuant to RCW 43.22.340 through 43.22.434.

(9) New building. For the purpose of these rules, a new building
is considered as any structure constructed, erected or moved onto a
permanent site on or after December 31, 1980, any portion of which is
used or intended for use as a dwelling unit by any person or persons.

(10) Existing building. For the purpose of these rules an exist-
ing building is considered as any structure in existence prior to De-
cember 31, 1981, any portion of which is wused, intended for use or
thereafter converted for use as a dwelling unit by any person or per-
sons other than the owner who do not otherwise qualify as a guest or
member of the household of the owner.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-020,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-020, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-025 Conformance with nationally accepted standards.
All smoke detection devices shall be designed, manufactured, and in-
stalled in conformance with the requirements of Underwriters Laborato-
ries, Inc. Standard UL 217 or codes adopted by chapter 19.27 RCW, and
shall be approved or listed for the purposes for which they are inten-
ded.

Exception: Smoke detection devices in dwelling units built or manufactured in this state after December 31, 1980, shall receive their primary power
from the building wiring when such wiring is served from a commercial source. Wiring shall be permanent without a disconnecting
switch other than those required for overcurrent protection.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-025,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-025, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-045 Installation responsibility. (1) It 1s the re-
sponsibility of the builder or manufacturer of each new building, mo-
bile home or factory built housing to install smoke detection devices
within each dwelling unit.

(2) It is the responsibility of the owner of each existing build-
ing, mobile home or factory built housing to install smoke detection
devices within each dwelling unit occupied by persons other than the
owner.

(3) It is the responsibility of the owner of each new or existing
building, mobile home or factory built housing, containing dwelling
units occupied by persons other than the owner, to inspect and test
all smoke detection devices at the time of vacancy or at time of sale
and make the necessary repairs or replacements to insure that the
smoke detection devices are operational prior to reoccupancy, and to
instruct the occupants of the purpose, operation and maintenance of
the smoke detection device(s).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-045,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-045, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-050 Maintenance responsibility. It is the responsi-
bility of the occupant of all new or existing dwelling units, owned by
other than the occupant, to maintain and test all smoke detection de-
vices installed within the dwelling unit by the owner. Actual costs of
maintenance, repair or replacement of smoke detection devices shall be
as agreed beforehand by the occupant and owner. However, failure of
the owner to abide by the terms of any such agreement does not relieve
the occupant of the responsibility to maintain the smoke detection de-
vices in a fully operational condition at all times. Failure to do so
can subject the occupant to the penalty provisions of WAC 212-10-055.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-050,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-050, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-055 Penalties. Any person who violates any of the
provisions of RCW 43.44.110 or these rules shall be punished by a fine
as defined in RCW 43.44.110(5).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.44.110. WSR 21-19-005, § 212-10-055,
filed 9/2/21, effective 10/3/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140.
WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), § 212-10-055, filed 2/4/81.]

WAC 212-10-060 Severability. If any provision of these rules or
its application to any person 1is held invalid, the remainder of the
rules or the application of the provision to other persons or circum-
stances is not affected.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.48.140. WSR 81-04-058 (Order FM 81-2), §
212-10-060, filed 2/4/81.]
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