WAC

16-252-002
16-252-004
16-252-006
16-252-008
16-252-012
16-252-024
16-252-044
16-252-054
16-252-064
16-252-094
16-252-106
16-252-118
16-252-121
16-252-122
16-252-125
16-252-136
16-252-148

16-252-164
16-252-178
16-252-182
16-252-185
16-252-194

16-252-001

16-252-005

16-252-007

16-252-010

16-252-015

16-252-025

16-252-036

16-252-040

16-252-042

16-252-051

16-252-061

16-252-062

Chapter 16-252 WAC
COMMERCIAL FEED—PET FOOD AND SPECIALTY PET FOOD

Last Update: 6/6/25

Purpose.

Applicability.

Adoption of federal regulations and national consensus codes—Order of precedence.
Definitions and terms.

Label format and labeling.

Brand and product names.

Intended use statement and nutritional adequacy claims.

Pet and specialty pet nutrition facts.

Ingredients.

Drugs and pet food and specialty pet food additives.

Feeding directions.

Determination of calorie content.

Descriptive terms.

Guarantor—Manufacturer or distributor—Name and address.

Handling and storage instructions.

Adulterants.

Current good manufacturing practices and hazard analysis and risk-based preventive con-
trols.

Recordkeeping requirements.

Registration requirements.

Semi-annual feed distribution reporting requirements and inspection fees.
Refunds.

Access to publications adopted under this chapter.

DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER

Effective date. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-001, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 05-18-093, filed 9/7/05,
effective 10/8/05. Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW.

Commercial feed regulated by this chapter. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-005, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

The Code of Federal Regulation. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
05-18-093, § 16-252-007, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191,
filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013,
15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Commercial feed terms and definitions. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 05-18-093, § 16-252-010, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-010, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.

Feed ingredient names and definitions. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-015, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Label information and recordkeeping requirements. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53
and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-025, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees. [Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016,
and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, § 16-252-036, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]
Repealed by WSR 25-13-018, filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012.

Product or brand name label information required. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53
and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-040, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Additional label information required when a drug is used. [Statutory Authority: Chapters
15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-042, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Re-
pealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Exemptions from the guarantees required in WAC 16-252-061 and 16-252-062. [Statutory Au-
thority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-051, filed 11/19/03, ef-
fective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Guarantees for pet food. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
03-23-129, § 16-252-061, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191,
filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013,
15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Guarantees for specialty pet food. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW.
WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-062, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed Dby WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.
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16-252-065

16-252-069

16-252-070

16-252-071

16-252-072

16-252-073

16-252-074

16-252-075

16-252-076

16-252-080

16-252-090

16-252-095

16-252-100

16-252-110

16-252-120

16-252-140

16-252-150

16-252-155

Guarantees for grain mixture specialty pet food, with or without molasses. [Statutory Au-
thority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-065, filed 11/19/03, ef-
fective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Expressed as is. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-069, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Sliding-scale method prohibited. [Statutory Authority: Chapters
15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-070, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Re-
pealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Protein, amino acids, fat, and fiber in specialty pet food.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-071, filed
11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective
11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05
RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Minerals in specialty pet food. [Statutory Authority: Chapters
15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-072, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Re-
pealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Minimum vitamin content in specialty pet food. [Statutory Au-
thority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-073, filed 11/19/03, ef-
fective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Pet food and specialty pet food containing drugs. [Statutory
Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-074, filed 11/19/03, ef-
fective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees and special requirements—Pet food and specialty pet food con-
taining any added nonprotein nitrogen. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-075, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Expression of guarantees—Microorganisms and enzymes. [Statutory Authority: Chapters
15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-076, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Re-
pealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Substantiating nutritional suitability. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05
RCW. WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-080, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Ingredient statement terms. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
03-23-129, § 16-252-090, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191,
filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013,
15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Drug and feed additive requirements. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW.
WSR 05-18-093, § 16-252-095, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-095, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.

"Directions for use" and "precautionary statement" requirements. [Statutory Authority:
Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 05-18-093, § 16-252-100, filed 9/7/05, effective
10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-100, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Screenings. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-110, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.

Adulteration of pet food and specialty pet food. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and
34.05 RCW. WSR 05-18-093, § 16-252-120, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-120, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.

Use of artificial coloring. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
03-23-129, § 16-252-140, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191,
filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013,
15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Reusing bags, totes, and containers. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW.
WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-150, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR
18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

Tonnage fee required. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 05-18-093,
§ 16-252-155, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05. Statutory Authority: Chapter 15.53 RCW,
2003 1st sp.s. c 25, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 04-14-076, § 16-252-155, filed 7/6/04,
effective 1/1/05. Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-155, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.
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16-252-165 Registration requirements. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
05-18-093, § 16-252-165, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, § 16-252-165,
filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18, effective
11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05
RCW.

16-252-170 Label submission requirements. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW. WSR
03-23-129, § 16-252-170, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191,
filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013,
15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW.

16-252-180 Good manufacturing practices adopted. [Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.53 and 34.05 RCW.
WSR 05-18-093, § 16-252-180, filed 9/7/05, effective 10/8/05; WSR 03-23-129, §
16-252-180, filed 11/19/03, effective 7/1/04.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-191, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and
chapter 34.05 RCW.

WAC 16-252-002 Purpose. This chapter 1s pursuant to RCW
15.53.9012 and regulates comuercian reep, Specifically per roop and SPECIALTY PET
rFoop DISTRIBUTED 1n Washington state for the purpose of uniformity with
federal regulations and national consensus codes and ultimately to
protect consumers from contaminated, adulterated, or misbranded eer roop
and SPECIALTY PET FOOD.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-002,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-002, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-004 Applicability. (1) This chapter applies to per roop
as defined in RCW 15.53.901, which includes food for dogs (Canis fa-
miliaris) and cats (Felis catus).

(2) This chapter applies to seeciaity peErT roop as defined 1in RCW
15.53.901 and includes any animal normally maintained in a household,
such as, but not limited to, rodents, ornamental birds, ornamental
fish, reptiles and amphibians, ferrets, hedgehogs, marsupials, and
rabbits not raised for food or fur.

(3) If adulterated under RCW 15.53.902 for some but not all pur-
poses, the following commodities are subject to the requirements of
this chapter. If unadulterated, the following commodities are exempt
from the requirements of this chapter.

(a) Unmixed whole seeds and physically altered entire unmixed
seeds when such seeds are not chemically changed.

(b) Raw meat, hay, loose salt, straw, stover, silage, cobs,
husks, and hulls when such commodities are not ground, mixed, blended,
or intermixed with other materials.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-004,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-004, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-006 Adoption of federal regulations and national con-
sensus codes—Order of precedence. (1) Adoption of regulations under
the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in this chapter is of the ver-
sion effective January 1, 2025, and 21 U.S.C. 301 et seq. in this
chapter is adoption of the version effective January 1, 2025.

(2) Adoption of provisions under the Association of American Feed
Control Officials (AAFCO) Official Publication in this chapter 1is
adoption of the provisions in the 2025 edition.

Certified on 7/9/2025 Page 3



(3) If there is conflict between this chapter, chapter 15.53 RCW,
adopted federal regulations, and adopted AAFCO provisions, the con-
flict must be resolved by giving precedence in the following order:

a) Adopted federal regulations;

Chapter 15.53 RCW;

This chapter;

Adopted AAFCO pet food and specialty pet food provisions; and
Adopted AAFCO commercial feed provisions.

) If this chapter is silent with regard to any aspect of per roop
or seeciaLty pET roob, then the regulations under chapter 16-250 WAC apply.

(
(
(
(
(
(

>0 0.0 0

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-006,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-006, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-008 Definitions and terms. (1) Definitions and terms
in this chapter as well as those defined in chapter 15.53 RCW are
mostly shown in capitalized letters to indicate that they are specifi-
cally defined.

(2) The department adopts the Official Feed Terms and the Offi-
cial Common and Usual Names and Definitions of Feed Ingredients in the
AAFCO Official Publication or Common Food Index as referenced in WAC
16-252-064.

(3) In addition, the following definitions apply to this chapter:

(a) "awL LiFe staces" means gestation/lactation, growth, and adult
maintenance life stages for dogs, cats, and other mammals or adult
(including breeding animals) and Jjuvenile life stages for mammalian
species.

(b) "parLy Foop" means a speciaLTy PET roop product, other than a treat,
FOOD MIXER OY FOOD SUPPLEMENT, fOTr speciaLTy pET Species with no recognized nutri-
tional authority.

(c) T'pDEnypraTED GrRass MeaL" means the aerial portion of a grass plant
that is:

(1) Cut before the formation of seed;

(ii) Reasonably free of other crop plants, weeds, and mold;

(iii) Finely ground; and

(iv) Dried by artificial thermal means.

(d) '"DISTRESSED PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD'" mMeans PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD
in distribution that is no longer available for rerarr sate. Examples of
acceptable bpIsSTRESSED PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET rFooD include, but are not limited
to, dented cans with the hermetic seal still intact, torn bags, or
past its quality sell-by date.

(e) '"rFaMiLiar HOUSEHOLD UNIT" means a typical, feeding unit in volume or
count.

(f) "ramiy" means a group of products, which are NUTRITIONALLY ADEQUATE
for any or aiL vire staces based on their nutritional similarity to a lead
product, which has been successfully test-fed according to an AAFCO
feeding protocol(s).

(g) "roop MIXER" means a PpET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET rooD Product that is in-
tended to top, accompany, or contribute to a complete diet but is not
generally intended to be a complete diet.

(h) "roop suppLEMENT" means a PpET FoOD OY SPECIALTY PET roob product that is
intended to supply specific nutrient(s) or other food components but
is not a complete diet.
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(1) "GRAIN MIXTURE SPECIALTY PET FooD' means mixed or intermixed whole or
physically altered grains, that:

(1) Are not chemically altered;

(ii) May or may not contain molasses; and

(iii) Except for molasses, contain no other additives.

(7J) "cerass SEED BY-PRODUCTS MEAL OY pPELLETS" means a ground product consist-
ing of 1light and broken seeds, hulls, chaff, straw, and some weed
seeds but excluding sand, dirt, and heavy weed seeds.

(k) '"Grass SEED SCREENINGS MEAL OY pPeLLETS" means a product comprised chief-
ly of hulls obtained from the cleaning of various grass seeds.
(1) "cuaranTee" means a listing of specified nutrients or nonnutri-

tive substances contained in a per roop Or seecIALTY PET FooD that the cuaranTor
named on the i1aser warrants.

(m) "cuaranTEED aNaLysis" means a listing of the minimum and/or maximum
concentrations of specified nutrients contained in a PpET FOOD OY SPECIALTY
per roop that the cuarantor named on the 1wasrr warrants. Both minimum and
maximum concentrations of specified nutrients contained in a per roop OY
SPECIALTY PET FooD are stated on an "as 1s" basis rather than on a "100 per-
cent moisture free" basis in units specified by this chapter.

(n) "cuaranToR" means any PpErsoN whose name appears on the uasen of a prr
FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FooD suUch as a manufacturer or bpistrisutor and is responsi-
ble for:

(i) Product/waeerine information that is not misleading or misbran-
ded;

(ii) Compliance with product/raeerine information and all applicable
rules and regulation; and

(11i) Registering eer roop/specianty PET Foop products bprstrisuTep in/into the
state.

(o) "imvEpiaTE conTaINER" means the unit, can, box, tin, bag, or other
receptacle or covering in which a peer roop oOr seecianty pET roop 1S displayed
for sate to rerarn purchasers, but does not include containers used as
shipping containers.

(p) "increEDIENT sTATEMENT' means a contiguous listing on the waeer of the
FEED INGREDIENTS Of which the per roop OY spECIALTY PET FOOD 1S composed.
(g) "waBer" means a display of written, printed, or graphic matter

upon or affixed to the container in which a per roop Or spECIALTY PET FOOD 1S
DISTRIBUTED, OY on the invoice or delivery slip with which a bulk per roop
OY SPECIALTY PET FOoOD 1S bpistrRiBuTED. This includes statements and promotion on
company websites or other internet-based customer interfaces.

(r) "waBeLine" means all iaeers and other written, printed, or graphic
matter upon a pET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FooD OY any of its containers or wrap-
pers, or accompanying such per roop Or seeciarty pET Foob. This includes state-
ments and promotions on company websites or other internet-based cus-
tomer interfaces.

(s) "wor mpEnTIFIER" mMeans a unique identifier for each lot, batch or
production run that enables the manufacturer to accurately trace the
complete manufacturing and distribution history of the product. A wor
IDENTIFIER 1S an individual 1lot, batch or production run number, code,
date, or other suitable identification applied to the 1iapenL, container,
or package. In the case of bulk per Foobp OX SsPECIALTY PET FOOD, The 1LOT IDENTIFIER
is on a i1aeenL, invoice, or shipping document accompanying the per roop oOr
SPECIALTY PET FOOD.

(t) "ner werear" means the weight of a commodity excluding any mate-
rials, substances, or items not considered to be part of the commodi-
ty. Examples of materials, substances, or items not considered to be
part of a commodity include, but are not limited to, containers, con-
veyances, bags, wrappers, packaging materials, 1aeeLs, individual piece
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coverings, decorative accompaniments, and coupons. (See RCW 19.94.010
(1) (s).)

(u) "NuTRITIONALLY ADEQUATE" OY '"'NUTRITIONALLY SUITABLE" means the per roob Or spPE-
ciaLTy pET FOOD, wWhen fed according to directions on the i1apen, will meet the
nutritional requirements of the class of animals for which the per roop
OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD WaS MANUFACTURED.

(v) "pea Bran" means a product consisting primarily of the wvarious
components from a pea splitting operation. peea Bran must contain at least
10 percent crude protein and not more than 38 eercent crude fiber.

(w) "pea By-propUCTS MEAL" means a product containing light and broken
peas, and offal from pea cleaning, which includes chips, pea powder,
pea hulls, and screenings. pea By-proDUCTS MEAL must contain at least 15 per-
cent crude protein and not more than 30 eercent crude fiber.

(x) "pea mMEaL" means a pea product resulting from the grinding of
whole peas that are reasonably free of other crop seeds, weeds, and
mold. peea vear, must contain at least 20 eercent crude protein and not more
than eight eercent crude fiber.

(y) "pEa screeNiNGs MEAL" means a product consisting primarily of the
various components from the screening and cleaning of peas. PEA SCREENINGS
MealL, must contain at least 10 peercent crude protein and not more than 38
percENT Crude fiber.

(z) "pET NUTRITION FACTS" means a designated area located on the wassL
containing nutritional information for a peer roop product.

(aa) "erincipaL pispray paNel" has the same meaning as defined in 21
C.F.R. Part 501.1.

" " 4

(bb) ouanTITY STATEMENT"' means the part of the 1aBEr expressing net
weight (mass), net volume (liquid or dry) or count.

(cc) "repackace" means taking eer roop and seeciaLTy pET FOOD from packages

(no larger than 100 pounds for dry feed or 55 gallons for liquid feed)
and placing it into smaller packages for resalk.

(dd) "sawnvace pPET Foop and SPECIALTY PET FooD' means PpeET Foob and SPECIALTY PET FOOD
still under control of the original manufacturer and will not be of-
fered for sae at =rerarn. Examples include, but are not limited to,
start-up and over-run product, unpelleted per roop Or seeciaLry pET Foop fines,
and other products not suitable for packaging for ReTaIL saLE.

(ee) "serr" or "sawie" means all parts of exchanges concerning coMMER-
ciat reEp including, but not limited to, advertising, offering, accept-
ance, dispensing, giving, delivering, serving, bartering, trading, or
other supplying, holding for saie, and preparing for saik.

(ff) '"sepeciaLTy PET NUTRITION FACTS" means a designated area located on the
waBeL containing nutritional information for a seecianry pET Foop product.
(gg) "veETERINARY DIET" means a PET FoOoD OY SPECIALTY PET roobD pProduct that is

intended to be used under the supervision or direction of a veterinar-
ian only.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-008,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-008, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-012 Label format and labeling. (1) pET Foop and SPECIALTY
peT roob Shall be waeerep with the following information:

(a) vrperobuct naMe and brand name, if any, on the priNcIPAL DISPLAY PANEL as
specified in WAC 16-252-024;

(b) A statement specifying the purpose of the product, conspicu-
ously designated on the PpRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL;
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(c) ouanriTy stateMent, as defined in WAC 16-252-008 (3) (bb), by weight
(pounds and ounces, and metric), ligquid measure (quarts, pints and
fluid ounces, and metric) or by count, on the PprRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL;

When the declaration of gquantity of contents by count does not
give adequate information as to the quantity of pET FoOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD
in the container, it shall be combined with such statement of weight,
liquid measure, or size of the individual units as will provide such
information.

(d) PET NUTRITION FACTS OY SPECIALTY PET NUTRITION FaCTS as sSpecified in WAC
16-252-054;

(e) 1NcreEDIENT sTATEMENT as specified in WAC 16-252-064;

(f) Feeding directions if required under WAC 16-252-106;

(g) Name, address, and phone number of the cuarantor as specified in
WAC 16-252-122; and

(h) Handling and storage instructions may be displayed as speci-
fied in WAC 16-252-125.

(2) When a peET FOOD OTY spPECIALTY PET FooD enclosed in an outer container
or wrapper 1s intended for =rerarr saie, all required waser information
shall appear on the outer container or wrapper.

(3) A vignette, graphic, or pictorial representation on a per roop
or speciaLTy PET roob LaBEL shall not misrepresent the contents of the pack-
age.

(4) The use of the word "proven" in connection with a iaser claim
for a peT FOOD OTr spPECIALTY PET FooD 1S not permitted unless the claim is sub-
stantiated by scientific or other empirical evidence.

(5) No statement shall appear upon the 1aser or 1aBerning Of a PET FOOD
or speciaLty PET roob which makes false or misleading comparisons between
that product and any other product.

(a) Statements referring to a competitive product or comparing
the properties of a packaged food to those of a competitive product
must not appear on a waeer unless the competitive product is specifical-
ly identified.

(b) Negative statements regarding a competitive product must not
appear on a waeL Unless the director determines that the information
provided by the statements is beneficial to the product's purchaser.

(6) A personal or commercial endorsement is permitted on a per roop
OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL pProvided the endorsement is not false or mislead-
ing.

(7) A statement on a peET rFooD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD LaBEL sStating "Im-
proved," "New," or similar designation shall be substantiated and
limited to six months production.

(8) A statement on a per roop OYr seeciaLTY PET FOOD LABEL Stating preference
or comparative attribute claims shall be substantiated and limited to
one year production, after which the claim shall be removed or resub-
stantiated.

(9) (a) Raw milk distributed as a PpeT FoOD OY sPECIALTY PET FOoOoD Shall com-—
ply with the provisions under chapters 15.36 and 15.37 RCW. The iaBkL
shall bear the following statements: "WARNING: NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION - THIS PROD-
UCT HAS NOT BEEN PASTEURIZED AND MAY CONTAIN HARMFUL BACTERIA." and "DECHARACTERIZED WITH HARMLESS
roob coLorING." This statement shall be displayed in a conspicuous manner
and shall not be smaller than the height of the minimum font required
by the Federal Fair Packaging and Labeling Act for the net oquanrity stare-
MENT @S shown in the following table:
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Minimum Warning

Panel Size Statement Type Size
<5in.2 1/16 in.
>5 - <25 in.2 1/8 in.
>25 - <100 in.2 3/16 in.
>100 - <400 in.? 1/4 in.
>400 in.? 1.2 in.

(b) When peT FOOD Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD consists of raw milk, the words,
"Raw (Blank) Milk" shall appear conspicuously on the PpPRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL
(blank is to be completed by using the species of animal from which
the raw milk is collected).

(c) The 1asrL type size must meet the following:

(1) The name, address, and phone number of the GcuaraNTOR OF DISTRIBUTOR
in letters not less than one-fourth inch in size;

(1i) The name of the contents (rEEp INGREDIENTS) 1N letters not less
than one-fourth inch in size.

(10) A1l perT FOOD Or sSPECIALTY PET FOOD mMUSt be rwasrrep with a conspicuous
and clearly readable ror mpentirier sufficient to allow the manufacturer to
accurately trace the complete manufacturing and distribution history
of the product, but the lot identified may be separate from the 1amer
information required under this chapter.

(11) 1zBers must state all required izeer information in English. eer
roop and speciarTy PET Foop may be additionally iaeerep in other languages if
the other language 1asers provide the same information as the English
version of the iaseL.

(12) The term "organic" may not appear on 1asers or shipping docu-
ments of any Pper Foob Or specIALTY PET FoobD Unless the food was produced under
conditions that comply with the United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) National Organic Standard for the production and handling
of organic feed products. The National Organic Standard may be ob-
tained from the department, or on the internet at  http://
www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic.

(13) When screenings are added to unmixed by-product per Foop Or SPE-
ciaLTy PET FOOD, the term "screenings" must appear on the iasen:

(a) In the same size and style of text as the brand name; and

(b) Either as part of or immediately below the brand name.

(14) bpIsTRESSED OY SALVAGE PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET roop that contains, or may
contain, prohibited mammalian protein must be 1aseiep with the bovine
spongiform encephalopathy precautionary statement "Do not feed to cat-
tle or other ruminants."

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-012,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-012, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-024 Brand and product names. (1) The names of the
FEED INGREDIENT (s) used in the brand or reropbucr nave Or elsewhere on the product
12eer. shall appear in order of predominance by weight in the product.
Names of flavors due to their varying intensity can be in any order.

(2) The words "100%," or "All,"™ or words of similar designation
shall not be used in the brand or propuct nave Of @ PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD
if the product contains more than one FEED INGREDIENT.
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(3) A rEEp INGREDIENT OY combination of reep inerepients may form part of a
PRODUCT NAME Of ad PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD:

(a) When the named Freep INGREDIENT(s) constitutes at least 95 percent oOf
the total product weight, water sufficient for processing may be ex-
cluded when calculating the epercentace; however, the named FEED INGREDIENTS
shall constitute at least 70 eercint Oof the total product weight.

(b) When any named reeEp INGREDIENT(S) constitutes at least 25 percent oOf
total product weight, provided that:

(1) Water sufficient for processing may be excluded when calcu-
lating the epercentace; however, the named reep 1nereDIENT(S) sShall constitute
at least 10 percent 0of the total product weight; and

(ii) A descriptor is used with the reep 1nerepiEnt name (s) . This de-
scriptor shall imply other seep 1nerepiEnTs are 1included in the product
formula. Examples of descriptors include "dinner," "platter," "en-
tree," "formula," and "recipe"; and

(iii) The descriptor shall be in the same size, style, and color
text as the rEep INGrREDIENT name (s) .

(c) When a combination of Freep 1nerebpIENTS Which are included in the
prODUCT NAME 1in accordance with this subsection meets all of the follow-
ing:

(1) Each named reep 1nGrepIENT constitutes at least three percent 0f the
product weight, excluding water sufficient for processing; and

(ii) All such rEEp INGREDIENT names appear on the weer in the same
size, style, and color text.

(4) When the name of any reep 1NGrREDIENT appears in the brand or probuct
naMe Of a PET FOOD O SPECIALTY PET FOOD Or elsewhere on the product waser and in-
cludes a descriptor such as "with" or similar designation, the named
FEED INGREDIENT(S) must each constitute at least three peercent of the total
product weight exclusive of water sufficient for processing. The three
pErcENT minimum level shall not apply to claims for nutrients, such as,
but not limited to, vitamins, minerals, and fatty acids, as well as
condiments. The word "with," or similar designation, and named FEED INGRE-
prents shall be in the same size, style, color and case print/text and
be of no greater size than:

Max "With Claim"
Panel Size Type Size
<5in.2 1/8 in.
>5 to <25 in.2 1/4 in.
>25 t0 <100 in.2 3/8 in.
>100 to <400 in.2 1/2 in.
>400 in.2 1in.

(5) A flavor designation may be included as part of the rrobuct vauEe
or elsewhere on the e 0of a pErT roop Or sepeciaLTy PET FOOD when the flavor
designation meets all of the following:

(a) The flavor designation:

(1) Conforms to the name of the reep 1nereEDIENT aS listed in the 1ncrebpI-
ENT STATEMENT, OX

(1i1) Is identified by the source of the flavor in the 1nGrREDIENT STATE-
MENT; and

(b) The word "flavor" is printed in the same size text and with
an equal degree of conspicuousness as the name of the flavor designa-
tion; and

(c) Substantiation of the flavor designation, the flavor claim,
or the reep INGREDIENT Source 1s provided upon request.
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(6) Contractions or coined names referring to reep 1NerREDIENTS Shall
not be used in the brand name of a PpeET FooD Or SPECIALTY PET FooD Unless it is
in compliance with WAC 16-252-024 (3), (4), or (5).

(7) Unless a PpET FOOD OY sSPECIALTY PET FooD 1S 1identified on the principan
DISPLAY PANEL as a stew, gravy, sauce, broth, aspic, juice, milk replacer,
or other such name, the maximum moisture declared shall not exceed 78
perceNT Of the natural moisture content of the reep 1nereEDIENTS, whichever is
higher.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-024,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-024, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-044 Intended use statement and nutritional adequacy
claims. (1) A statement identifying the purpose of a per FooD OF SPECIALTY
pET FoOD 1S required on the eprincrean prspray paner, Of the waBer in accordance
with the following:

(a) The purpose of a per roop Or specianTy PET Foop shall be stated as:

(1) "Complete [Species] Food" - For food products intended to be
the complete diet for aiL vire staces and sizes of a peT Or SPECIALTY PET 1n ac-—
cordance with the unqualified claims in WAC 16-252-044(2);

(ii) For food products intended to be the complete diet for a
limited life stage or size of a per Or seeciaLty pET in accordance with the
qualified claims in WAC 16-252-044(3) one of the two following state-
ments shall be used:

(A) "Complete Food for [blank]"™ where the blank shall be filled
with one or more of the following:

(I) "Adult [Species]";

(IT) "Puppies," "Kittens," or "Juvenile [Species other than dog
or cat]l";

(III) "Puppies (<70 lb. as an adult)"; or

(IV) "Dogs (except puppies >70 lb. as an adult)"; or

(B) "Complete [Blank] Food" where the blank shall be filled with
one or more of the following:

(I) "Adult [Species]";

(IT) "Puppy," "Kitten," or "Juvenile [Species other than dog or

cat]";
(III) "Puppy (<70 lb. as an adult)"; or
(IV) "Dog (except puppies >70 lb. as an adult)";
(iii) "Veterinary Diet for [Species]" - For food products inten-

ded to be used under the supervision or direction of a veterinarian
only in accordance with WAC 16-252-044(4);

(iv) " [Species] Treat" - For food products for peErs Or SPECIALTY PETS,
provided occasionally for enjoyment, training, entertainment, or other
purposes, and not generally intended or represented to be a complete
food or nutritional supplement;

(v) "[Species] Food Supplement”" - For food products for pers Or see-
ciarty pETs that are intended to supply specific nutrient(s) or other food
components but are not a complete diet;

(vi) "[Species] Food Mixer" - For food products for pers Or SPECIALTY
pers that are intended to top, accompany, or contribute to a complete
diet but are not generally intended or represented to be a complete
diet; or

(vii) "Daily [Specialty Pet Species] Food" - For food products
that are intended to be the daily diet for seeciaLry pETS wWhere no recog-
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nized nutritional authority exists. A limited life stage may be indi-
cated, i.e., "Daily [Specialty Pet Species] Food for [Juveniles or
Adults]."

(b) This purpose statement shall:

(1) Appear within the bottom 30 percent 0of the area of the LaseL prINCI-
PAL DISPLAY PANEL 1n lines generally parallel to the base on which the pack-
age rests as it is designed to be displayed and shall be repeated on
the alternate eprincrearL piseray paneL, 1f present. However, on packages having
a principalL pispray panel Of five square inches or less, the requirement for
placement within the bottom 30 percent of the area of the 1aser panel
shall not apply;

(ii) Be at least as large as the statement of net quantity, con-
sistent with 16 C.F.R. 500.21;

(iii) Appear in the same color and style as the statement of net
quantity and on the same background color as the statement of net
quantity; and

(iv) Be separated by at least a space equal to the height of the
letter "N" used in the statement of net quantity from other printed ia-
e, information appearing above or below it and by at least a space
equal to twice the width of the letter "N" of the style of text used
in the quantity of contents statement from other printed iaeer informa-
tion appearing to the left or right of it.

(2) The 1aBer of a pET FOOD OY specIaLTY PET FooD Which 1s intended for awn
Lire staces and sizes of the per or seeciavty pET may make unqualified claims,
directly or indirectly, such as "complete and balanced," "perfect,"
"scientific," or "100% nutritious" 1if at least one of the following
apply:

(a) The product meets the nutrient requirements for aLL LIFE STAGES
and sizes established by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile; or

(b) The product meets the criteria for aiL vire sTaces as substanti-
ated by completion of the appropriate AAFCO-recognized animal feeding
protocol (s); or

(c) Unqualified claims of nutritional adequacy that include large
size dogs (>70 1lb. as an adult) can be substantiated by:

(1) Completing the appropriate protocols using large size dogs;
or

(ii) Completing the appropriate protocols using dogs <70 1b.
adult weight while containing no more calcium and phosphorus than the
maximum limits for large size dogs listed in the AAFCO Dog Food Nu-
trient Profiles; or

(d) The product is a member of a product family which is nutri-
tionally similar to a lead product which contains a combination of sEep
merepients that has been fed to a normal animal as the sole source of
nourishment in accordance with the testing procedures established by
AAFCO for aiwL vire staces, provided that:

(1) The nutritional similarity of the raviy product can be sub-
stantiated according to the Procedures for Establishing Pet Food Prod-
uct Families developed by AAFCO; and

(ii) The ramiLy product meets the criteria for awy vire staces; and

(iii) Under circumstances of reasonable doubt, the bpepartMENT may
require the manufacturer to perform additional testing of the ramiLy
product in order to substantiate the claim of nutritional adequacy.

(3) The 1aBer of a pET FOOD OY speECIALTY PET FooD wWhich 1s intended for a
limited purpose (such as size of dog) or a specific life stage, but
not for avn vire staces and sizes, may make qualified claims such as "com-
plete and balanced," "perfect," "scientific,"™ or "100% nutritious"
when the product and claim meet both of the following:
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(a) The claim is qualified with a statement of the limited pur-
pose or specific life stage for which the product is intended or suit-
able, for example, "complete and balanced for puppies (or kittens)."
The claim and the required qualification shall be Jjuxtaposed (side by
side or next to each other) on the same 1aser panel and in the same
size, style, and color text; and

(b) The product meets at least one of the following:

(1) The nutrient requirements for the limited purpose or specific
life stage established by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile; or

(ii) The criteria for a limited purpose or a specific life stage
as substantiated by completion of the appropriate AAFCO-recognized an-
imal feeding protocol (s).

Qualified claims of nutritional adequacy that include large size
dogs can be substantiated by:

(A) Completing the appropriate protocols using large size dogs;
or

(B) Completing the appropriate protocols using dogs <70 lb. adult
weight while containing no more calcium and phosphorus than the maxi-
mum limits for large size dogs listed in the AAFCO Dog Food Nutrient
Profiles; or

(iii) The requirements of a product ramiLy which is nutritionally
similar to a lead product which contains a combination of FEED INGREDIENTS
which, when fed for such limited purpose, will satisfy the nutrient
requirements for such limited purpose and has had its capabilities in
this regard demonstrated by adequate testing, and provided that:

(A) The nutritional similarity of the raviy product can be sub-
stantiated according to the Procedures for Establishing Pet Food Prod-
uct Families developed by AAFCO; and

(B) The ravmiry product meets the criteria for such limited purpose;
and

(C) Under circumstances of reasonable doubt, the bpepartMent may re-
quire the cuarantor to perform additional testing for the ramiry product to
substantiate the claim of nutritional adequacy.

(4) A product intended for use by, or under the supervision or
direction of a veterinarian shall clearly indicate the nutritional ad-
equacy of the product in accordance with WAC 16-252-044 (3) (a) or (c)
as would be required for any other per roob Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD.

(5) A signed affidavit attesting that the product meets the re-
gquirements of WAC 16-250-044 (2) or (3) shall be submitted to the be-
PARTMENT UpPON request.

(6) If the nutrient content of a product does not meet those nu-
trient requirements established by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient pro-
file, or if no requirement has been established by an AAFCO-recognized
nutritional authority for the 1life stage(s) of the intended species,
the claimed nutritional adequacy of the product shall be scientifical-
ly substantiated.

(7) The following AAFCO-recognized nutritional authority, nu-
trient profile, and/or animal feeding protocol shall be acceptable as
the basis for a claim of nutritional adequacy:

(a) As an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile or nutritional au-
thority:

(1) For dogs, the AAFCO Dog Food Nutrient Profiles;

(1i) For cats, the AAFCO Cat Food Nutrient Profiles;

(iii) For seecravty pErs, the nutrient recommendations approved by the
Committee on Animal Nutrition of the National Research Council of the
National Academy of Sciences, provided that, this nutrient recommenda-
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tion is recognized only for the specific seeciavry pers for which the pro-
file is intended.

(b) As an AAFCO-recognized animal feeding protocol(s), the AAFCO
Dog and Cat Food Feeding Protocols.

(8) When the waeer of a per roop OY seeciaLTy PET FOOD includes a compari-
son of the nutrient content of the food with levels established by an
AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile such as a table of comparison, a per-
CENTAGE, OY any other designation referring to an individual nutrient or
all of the nutrient levels, the following apply:

(a) The product shall meet the AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile;
and

(b) The statement of comparison shall be preceded by a statement
that the product meets the AAFCO-recognized profile; however, the
statement that the product meets the AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile
is not required provided that the nutritional adequacy statement, as
per WAC 16-252-044 (1) (a) or (2) (b) (i), appears elsewhere on the prod-
uct waBer; and

(c) The statement of comparison of the nutrient content shall
constitute a cuarantee and shall be in the nutrient cuarantees within the per
FOOD OXY SPECIALTY PET FOOD NUTRITION FACTS, and

(d) The statement of comparison shall appear on the iuaBEL separate
and apart from the nutrient cuarantees within the peT FOOD OTr SPECIALTY PET FOOD
NUTRITION FACTS .

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-044,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-044, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

Reviser's note: The brackets and enclosed material in the text of the above section occurred in
the copy filed by the agency.

WAC 16-252-054 Pet and specialty pet nutrition facts. (1) eET NU-
TriTION FACTS Shall be displayed in a prominent place on the waser of all ez
roops (including treats, rooD SUPPLEMENTS, VETERINARY DIETS, and Foob MIXERS) , but not
necessarily on the principaL prspray panveL. The information shall be set off
in a box by use of hairlines (fine lines) and shall be all black or
one-color type, printed on a white or other neutral contrasting back-
ground so as to be clearly visible under the heading "Pet Nutrition
Facts" that is centered in the top row of the box and twice the size
of all other text in the box. A hairline rule that is centered between
the lines of text shall separate "Pet Nutrition Facts" from the next
line of text. The box contains the following required elements with
all text the same size and style in the following order:

(a) The stated whole raMiLIAR HOUSEHOLD UNIT (€.g., can, measuring cup,
treat, or piece), consistent with the feeding directions, and its
weight in grams shall be right Jjustified. This is set off by a bold
line centered between this and the next line of text.

(b) A statement of calorie content, determined as specified in
WAC 16-252-118, shall include the following:

(1) The calorie content of the product shall be stated after the
left justified heading:

(A) "Calories per [familiar household unit]’: [#]1" when the calo-
rie content is determined in accordance with WAC 16-252-118 (1) (a); or
(B) "Calories per [familiar household unit] (fed): [#]" when the

calorie content 1is determined in accordance with WAC 16-252-118

(2) (a) .
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(1i) Below the calorie content statement, the number of calories
contributed by protein, fat, and carbohydrate shall be declared, in
that order, after "From:". The "From:" line shall be indented to re-
flect that it is a component of the total calories on the line above.
If the total calorie content of the product is determined by feeding
trial in accordance with WAC 16-252-118 (2) (a), then "t" shall be de-
clared immediately after the number of calories from carbohydrates.
The determination of calories from protein, fat, and carbohydrate are
as described in WAC 16-252-118 (3) (c). This is set off by a bold line
centered between this and the next line of text.

(c) The nutrient cuarantees shall appear under the headers "Nu-
trients" that is left justified to the edge of the box, "Guaranteed"
that 1is right Jjustified to a vertical hairline that runs from this
line of text to the last cuaranteep nutrient wvalue, and "per [familiar
household unit]" that is right justified to the edge of the box. The
amount "per [familiar household unit]" for each nutrient is determined
by multiplying the cuaranteep amount (concentration) by the number of
grams in the ramrniar Housesorp unit and shall include the resultant unit of
such amount (e.g., grams, milligrams, or international units). The cuar-
antees shall be listed in the following order with a hairline centered
between each line of text:

(1) A peer roop 1aBer. shall 1list the following required GuUARANTEED
amounts, stated as a maximum or minimum, as appropriate:

(A) "Protein" is minimum eercentace of crude protein;

(B) "Fat" is minimum eercentace Oof crude fat;

(C) "Total Carbohydrate*" is maximum eercenTaGE equal to [100 -
(Crude Protein + Crude Fat + Moisture + Ash)];

(D) "Dietary Fiber" is maximum eercentace of total dietary fiber.

The dietary fiber cuarantee shall be indented to reflect that it is a
component of the total carbohydrate cuarantee on the line above;

(E) "Moisture" is maximum eercentace Of moisture; and

(F) Maximum epercentace Of crude fat ("Fat") shall be listed between
the minimum eercentace 0f crude fat and the maximum eercentace "Total Carbo-
hydrate" if required by WAC 16-252-118;

(G) Additional required or voluntary cuarantees shall follow mois-
ture or ash, if listed.

(ii) When "Ash" is listed, it shall be cuaranTEED @S a maximum PERCENT-
ace and shall immediately follow moisture.

(iii) When 1listed on a eer roop cuarantees for "Dietary Starch”" and
"Sugars" shall be stated as maximum cuarantEep amounts. Neither cuaranTEED
amount shall be listed without the other. The cuaranteep amount for diet-
ary starch shall follow dietary fiber with the same indentation. The
cuarantEED amount for sugars shall follow dietary starch with the same
indentation.

(iv) The "Tcalculated value" shall appear immediately after the
last cuarantee below a bold line.

(v) Other additional required or voluntary cuarantees shall appear
in accordance with the following:

(A) cuaranTtEEs for nutrients are in the same order and units of the
nutrients in the AAFCO Dog or Cat Food Nutrient Profiles following
ash, if also listed, or moisture, 1f ash is not listed.

(B) cuarantEes for substances not listed in the AAFCO Dog or Cat
Food Nutrient Profiles, or not otherwise provided for in this chapter,
shall immediately follow the listing of the recognized nutrients and
be accompanied by an asterisk (*).
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(I) For any such ocuarantees, a hairline shall be centered between
the last and the next line of text;

(IT) The disclaimer "*not recognized as an essential nutrient by
the AAFCO Dog or Cat Food Nutrient Profiles" shall appear immediately

after "Tcalculated value."

(ITI) For a eer roop that is intended to supply: Microorganisms,
guarantees shall be declared as CFU/g; and/or enzymes shall be de-
clared as stipulated in WAC 16-250-036(7). The enzyme activity unit
meaning should follow the disclaimer within the box.

(vi) The statement of nutritional adequacy shall appear immedi-
ately below the bold line separating it from the disclaimers which
follow the cuaranTEES:

(A) A statement that the per roop meets the requirements of one or
more of the recognized categories of nutritional adequacy: Gestation/
lactation, growth, maintenance, and aw. vire staces. 1t shall be stated
verbatim as one of the following:

(I) " (Name of product) is formulated to meet the nutritional lev-
els established by the AAFCO Dog or Cat Food Nutrient Profiles for

." (Blank is to be completed by using the stage or stages of
the pet's 1life, such as gestation/lactation, growth, maintenance, or
the words "All Life Stages".) For a dog food, when the blank includes
the words "Growth" or "All Life Stages," one of the following phrases
must also be added verbatim to the end of the claim:

e "... including growth of large size dogs (70 1lb. or more as an
adult)" if the product has been formulated to meet the levels of nu-
trients specifically referenced in the Dog Food Nutrient Profiles as
being applicable to large size growing dogs.

e "... except for growth of large size dogs (70 lb. or more as an
adult)" if the product has not been formulated to meet the levels of
nutrients specifically referenced in the Dog Food Nutrient Profiles as
being applicable to large size growing dogs; or

(IT) "Animal feeding tests using AAFCO procedures substantiate
that (Name of Product) provides complete and balanced nutrition for

." (Blank is to be completed by using the stage or stages of the
pet's life tested, such as, gestation/lactation, growth, maintenance,
or the words "All Life Stages"); or

(ITI) " (Name of product) provides complete and balanced nutrition
for . (Blank is to be completed by using the stage or stages of
the pet's life, such as gestation, lactation, growth, maintenance, or
the words "All Life Stages") and is comparable in nutritional adequacy
to a product which has been substantiated using AAFCO feeding tests."

(B) A nutritional or dietary statement for purposes other than
those listed 1in WAC 16-252-044 (2) or (3) if the statement is scien-
tifically substantiated; or

(C) The statement: "This product is intended for intermittent or
supplemental feeding only," 1if a product does not meet the require-
ments of WAC 16-252-044 (2) or (3) or any other special nutritional or
dietary need and so is suitable only for limited or intermittent or
supplementary feeding.

(2) seprcianty pET nNUTRITION FACTS Shall be displayed in a prominent place
on the maser of all seeciavty pET Foops (including treats, FooD SUPPLEMENTS, VETERINARY
pieTs, and rFoop MIxERS), but not necessarily on the principar prspiavy paner. The
information shall be set off in a box by use of hairlines and shall be
all black or one-color type, printed on a white or other neutral con-
trasting background so as to Dbe clearly visible under the heading
"Specialty Pet Nutrition Facts" that is centered in the top row of the
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box and twice the size of all other text in the box. A hairline rule
that is centered between the lines of text shall separate "Specialty
Pet Nutrition Facts" from the next line of text. The box contains the
following required elements with all text the same size and style in
the following order:

(a) The stated whole raMiLiar HouseHoLD UnNIT (€.9., can, measuring cup,
treat, or piece), consistent with the feeding directions, and its
weight in grams shall be right justified. This is set off by a bold
line centered between this and the next line of text.

(b) The nutrient cuarantees shall appear under the headers "Nu-
trients" that is left justified to the edge of the box, "Guaranteed"
that 1is right Jjustified to a vertical hairline that runs from this
line of text to the last cuaranteep nutrient values, and "per [familiar
household unit]" that is right justified to the edge of the box. The
amount "per [familiar household unit]" for each nutrient is determined
by multiplying the cuaranteep amount (concentration) by the number of
grams in the ramrriar Housesorp unit and shall include the resultant unit of
such amount (e.g., grams, milligrams, or international units). The cuar-
antees shall be listed in the following order with a hairline centered
between each line of text:

(1) A seecranty peET rooD LaBEL sShall list the following required GuaranTEED
amounts, stated as a maximum or minimum, as appropriate:

(A) "Protein" is minimum eercentace Oof crude protein;

(B) "Fat" is minimum eercentace Oof crude fat;

(C) "Total Carbohydrate*" is maximum eercentTaGE equal to [100 -
(Crude Protein + Crude Fat + Moisture + Ash)];

(D) "Dietary Fiber" is maximum eercentace of total dietary fiber.

The dietary fiber cuarantee shall be indented to reflect that it is a
component of the total carbohydrate cuarantee on the line above; and

(E) "Moisture" is maximum eercentace Of moisture;

(F) Additional required or voluntary cuarantees shall follow mois-
ture or ash, if listed.

(ii) When "Ash" is listed, it shall be cuaranTEED @S & maximum PERCENT-
ace and shall immediately follow moisture.

(iii) When listed on the sepecianTy PET FOOD LABEL, GUARANTEES for "Dietary
Starch" and "Sugars" shall be stated as maximum cuarantEED amounts. Nei-
ther cuaranteep amount shall be listed without the other. The cuaranTEED
amount for dietary starch shall follow dietary fiber with the same in-
dentation. The cuaranteep amount for sugars shall follow dietary starch
with the same indentation.

(iv) The "Tcalculated value" shall appear immediately after the
last cuarantee below a bold line.

(v) Other additional required or voluntary cuarantees shall appear
in accordance with the following:

(A) These cuarantees shall follow ash, if also listed, or moisture,
if ash is not listed;

(B) ocuarantees for nutrients are in the same order and units of the
nutrients in an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile for the intended an-
imal species; however, 1f no species-specific AAFCO-recognized nu-
trient profile is available, the order and units shall follow the same
order and units of nutrients in the AAFCO Cat Food Nutrient Profile;

(C) For those seecianty pET Species with an AAFCO-recognized nutrient
profile for the intended animal species, cuarantres for substances not
listed in that profile, or not otherwise provided for in this chapter,
shall immediately follow the listing of the recognized nutrients and
be accompanied by an asterisk (*).
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(I) For any such ocuarantees, a hairline shall be centered between
the last and the next line of text;

(IT) The disclaimer "*not recognized as an essential nutrient by
the ." (Blank is to be completed by listing the specific AAFCO-
recognized nutrient profile) shall appear immediately after the last
such cuaranTEED amounts.

(ITI) No such disclaimer shall appear unless an AAFCO-recognized
nutrient profile is available for the specific species of seecianry peT.

(IV) For a seeciaLty pET roob that 1s intended to supply: Microorgan-
isms, ocuarantEEs shall be declared as CFU/g; and/or enzymes shall be de-
clared as stipulated in WAC 16-250-036(7). The enzyme activity unit
meaning should follow the disclaimer within the box.

(vi) The statement of nutritional adequacy shall appear immedi-
ately below the bold line separating it from the cuarantees as one of the

following:
(A) For oparLy roops for those seecianty pET Species where no recognized
nutritional authority exists, the statement: "This product is intended

to be a daily food."

(B) For all other specianTy PET FOODS:

(I) A statement substantiating that the seecianty pET rooD meets the
requirements for nutritional adequacy in WAC 16-252-044 (2) or (3) by
an AAFCO-recognized nutritional authority. It shall be stated verbatim

as the following: " (Name of product) is formulated to meet the nutri-
tional levels established by [the AAFCO-recognized authority as refer-
enced in WAC 15-252-044] for ." (Blank is to be completed by

stating the species and the stage(s) of the seeciavry per's life.);

(IT) A nutritional or dietary claim for purposes other than those
listed in WAC 16-252-044 (2) or (3) 1if the claim is scientifically
substantiated; or

(ITI) The statement: "This product is intended for intermittent
or supplemental feeding only.", 1if a product is suitable only for
limited or intermittent or supplementary feeding.

(3) PET OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD SUPPLEMENTS: NUTRITION FACTS Of a PET FOOD OXY a SPECIALTY
peT roob which is formulated as and represented to be a per FOOD Or a SPECIAL-
Ty pET FooD suppLEMENT Shall include all of the information required in WAC
16-252-054 (2) or (3) except that cuarantees shall only be displayed on a
per feeding unit (e.g., tablets, capsules, granules, or liquids) ba-
sis:

(a) For a roop suppreMeNnt that 1s intended to be a source of nu-
trients, cuarantees shall appear for all nutrients that the product is
intended to provide under the headers "Nutrients" that is left justi-
fied to the edge of the box and "per [feeding unit]" that is right
justified to the edge of the box:

(1) For nutrients with an established requirement by an AAFCO-
recognized nutrient profile, minimum cuarantees shall be declared in the
same order and units (i.e., g, mg, or IU) specified in the AAFCO-rec-
ognized nutrient profile for the intended species; or

(ii) When no species-specific nutrient profile has been recog-
nized by AAFCO, minimum cuarantees shall be declared in the same order
and units (i.e., g, mg, or IU) specified in the AAFCO Cat Food Nu-
trient Profiles; and

(1iii) ocuarantEes for substances not listed in an AAFCO-recognized
nutrient profile for the intended animal species, or not otherwise
provided for in these regulations, shall immediately follow the list-
ing of the recognized nutrients and be accompanied by an asterisk (*).

(A) For any such cuarantees, a hairline shall be centered between
the last and the next line of text;
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(B) The disclaimer "*not recognized as an essential nutrient by
the ." (Blank is to be completed by listing the specific AAFCO-
recognized nutrient profile) shall appear immediately after the last
such cuaranteep amounts. No such disclaimer shall appear unless an AAFCO-
recognized nutrient profile is available for the specific species of
SPECIALTY PET.

(b) For a roop sueeremMent that 1s intended to supply microorganisms
and/or enzymes, ocuaranteEs shall be declared as specified in WAC
16-250-036 (7) or (8) on a per feeding unit (e.g., tablets, capsules,
granules, or liquids) basis. The enzyme activity unit meaning should
follow the disclaimer within the box.

(4) The sliding scale method of expressing a cuaranteED amount on a
PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET rooD LABEL (for example, "Protein 15-18% Min") is pro-
hibited.

(5) Protein, fat, calculated total carbohydrate, or dietary fiber
are not required when the per roop Or seeciarty pET roop 1S intended for purpo-
ses other than to furnish these substances or they are of minor sig-
nificance relative to the primary purpose of the product, such as a
mineral or vitamin supplement.

(6) For small packages with a total printable area of more than
12 square inches and less than or equal to 40 square inches, all in-
formation required in WAC 16-252-054 (1), (2), or (3) shall appear,
but may appear in a linear format. This information shall appear sepa-
rate and distinct from any other information. In the linear format,
the required information shall:

(a) Appear in the same order as required by WAC 16-252-054 (1),
(2), or (3) but without the formatting described;

(b) Text shall be all black or one-color type and all text shall
be the same size and style, except that the heading "Pet Nutrition
Facts" or "Specialty Pet Nutrition Facts" shall be bolded;

(c) The text shall be sufficiently large so as to be conspicuous
and must not be smaller than 1/6 inch;

(d) The cuaranteep amount shall appear immediately after the amount
"per [familiar household unit]" for each nutrient with the cuaranTEED
amount enclosed in parentheses and all units clearly identified;

(e) The following abbreviations may be used: Total Carbohydrate

as "Carbf," Dietary Fiber as "Fiber."

(7) For very small packages with a total printable area of less
than or equal to 12 square inches, the information required elsewhere
in WAC 16-252-036 is not required to appear on the iaseL. However, all
information specified elsewhere in WAC 16-252-036 for the particular
product type shall be determined and shall be submitted to the bpeparTMENT
upon request. The following limited information is required to appear
on the iaBeL:

(a) This information shall appear separate and distinct from any
other information;

(b) Text shall be all black or one-color type and all text shall
be the same size and style, except that the heading "Nutrition Facts"
shall be bolded;

(c) The text shall be sufficiently large so as to be conspicuous
and must not be smaller than 1/16 inch;

(d) For eer roops, only total calories are required and shall be
stated as:

(1) "Cal (calc): [#]" when the calorie content 1is determined in
accordance with WAC 16-252-118 (1) (a); or
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(1i) "Cal (fed): [#]" when the calorie content is determined in
accordance with WAC 16-252-118 (1) (b).
(e) ocuaranteep amounts shall be stated in weight per entire contents

(e.g., grams per pouch). The following required amounts stated as a
maximum or minimum, as appropriate:

(1) "Protein" is crude protein;

(11) "Fat" is crude fat;

(11i) "Carb" is calculated from [100 - (% Crude Protein + % Crude
Fat + % Moisture + % Ash)];

(iv) "Fiber" is total dietary fiber;

(v) "Moisture" is moisture; and

(vi) Additional required or voluntary cuarantees shall follow mois-
ture or ash, if listed, and shall comply with the requirements for
such ocuarantees in WAC 16-252-036 (1) (c), as appropriate, except that
they shall be stated only in weight per entire contents.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-054,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25.]

Reviser's note: The brackets and enclosed material in the text of the above section occurred in
the copy filed by the agency.

WAC 16-252-064 Ingredients. (1) Each reep inerepient Of a PpET FOoOD OF
specIALTY PET Foob Shall be listed in the increpienT stateMent as follows:

(a) The names of all reep InerREDIENTS 1n the 1nerepient staTemMent sSshall be
shown in letters or type of the same size, style and color, except
where the defined name of the reep 1nereEpIENT 1ncludes genus and species
(e.g., microorganisms) which may be shown in italics;

(b) The reep 1nGreDIENTS Shall be listed in descending order by their
predominance by weight in nongquantitative terms, except if the FEED INGRE-
prtent 1S a vitamin and/or mineral premix, the premix may be declared in
order of predominance by the name "vitamins" or "minerals" as appro-
priate, followed by a parenthetical listing of all the vitamins and/or
minerals in the premix, each in their order of predominance by weight
as listed on the increpiEnT stateMent Of the premix iapen;

(c) As published in the Official Feed Terms, Common or Usual In-
gredient Names and Ingredient Definitions of Feed Ingredients in the
AAFCO Official Publication or Common Food Index and Definitions of
Feed Ingredients, except any reep 1NGREDIENT fOr which no AAFCO FEED INGREDIENT
name exists shall be identified by the common or usual name;

Any rFEED INGREDIENT Suitable for use in pET FoOD OY SPECIALTY PET FoOD fOT
which there is a codified standard of identity in Title 9 or 21 of the
Code of Federal Regulations shall be declared in accordance with the
applicable regulation, which includes the name of the standardized
food followed by a parenthetical listing of its reep increbients, 1f neces-
sary, as provided in the regulation.

(2) The ingredient '"meat," "meat Dby-products," "poultry," or
"poultry by-products" shall be qualified to designate the animal from
which the meat or meat by-products are derived unless the FEED INGREDIENTS
are derived from cattle, swine, sheep, goats, or any combination
thereof or the poultry or poultry meal are derived from chickens, tur-
keys, ducks, geese, guineas, ratites, or squabs, or any combination
thereof. For example, reep 1nerepients derived from deer shall be listed as
"venison" or "venison by-products";

(a) For reep ingrepients consisting of fish, "fish meal," or "fish by-
products," the name of the reep mverEpiEnT may include "fish" without fur-
ther specification of the type of the fish or if it bears a name de-
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scriptive of its kind (e.g., "ocean whitefish" or by using the accept-
able market name(s) or common name (but not any vernacular or slang
names) of the individual fish species in the reep 1nerepiENT as established
by the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA Seafood List),
it must correspond thereto; and

(b) For purposes of FrEED INGREDIENT LABELING OFf PET FOOD OX SPECIALTY PET FOOD,
"sugar" shall refer to sucrose, which is obtained from sugar cane or
sugar beets in accordance with the provisions in Title 21 of the Code
of Federal Regulations. For all other iaseLing purposes outside the in-
gredient list, "sugar" shall be synonymous with "sugars" as defined in
the AAFCO Official Feed Terms.

(3) Brand or trade names shall not be used in the INGREDIENT STATEMENT.

(4) A reference to the quality or grade of a reep inerepIENT Shall not
be allowed in the INGREDIENT STATEMENT .

(5) If there is no official definition for a reep InereEDIENT 1n the
AAFCO Official Publication, then a reep inerepIENT With an AAFCO tentative
definition may be used.

(6) Each reep 1nerEDIENT OFf & PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FooD musSt be listed
separately. Collective terms may not be used on per rooD OF SPECIALTY PET FOOD
LABELING .

(7) If properly used as specified by the USDA National Organic
Program (7 C.F.R. Part 205), the term "organic" does not apply to WAC
16-250-064 (4) .

(8) A reference to the nature, form, or other attribute of a rEed
inGreDIENT Shall be allowed in the increpienT sTaTeMEnt when that attribute im-
parts a distinctive characteristic to the per roobD Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD.

(9) Any reference to the percentace Of a FEED INGREDIENT OY combination
of rEED 1NGrREDIENTS, by symbol or word, in the brand or rrobuct nave or else-—
where on a PpeT FooD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD LABEL, sShall be based in relation to
the total weight of all reep mverepiEnTs in the product.

(a) The names of the reep ingrepiENT(S) Shall appear in order of pre-
dominance by weight in the product, provided that names of flavors due
to their varying intensity can be in any order.

(b) Where water sufficient for processing is excluded from the
declared eercentace, the exclusion of water shall be indicated in words
juxtaposed (side by side or next to each other) to, the same style and
color text, and at least one-half the text size of the stated percenTacE
(e.g., "95% beef exclusive of water" or "95 percent chicken and liver
exclusive of water").

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-064,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-064, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-094 Drugs and pet food and specialty pet food addi-
tives. (1) An artificial color may be used in a PpET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD
only if it has been shown to be harmless to pers or seeciaLty pETs. The per-
manent or provisional 1listing of an artificial color in the United
States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations as safe for use,
together with the conditions, limitations, and tolerances, if any, in-
corporated therein, shall be deemed to be satisfactory evidence that
the color is, when used pursuant to such regulations, harmless to pers
OY SPECIALTY PETS.

(2) Evidence may be required to prove the safety and efficacy or
utility of a per roop Or speciaLTY PET FooD wWhich contains additives or bprues,
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when used according to directions furnished on the iwaeen. Satisfactory
evidence of the safety and efficacy of a per roob Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD may be
established:

(a) When the prerT FOOD OY sprEcIALTY PET FOOD contains such additives, the
use of which conforms to the requirements of the applicable regulation
in 21 C.F.R., or which are "prior sanctioned" or "informal review
sanctioned”" or "generally recognized as safe" for such use; or

(b) When the per roop Or seeciarty pET Foob i1tself 1s a pruc or contains a
pruc as defined in RCW 15.53.901 and is "generally recognized as safe
and effective" for the iaserep use or is marketed subject to an applica-
tion approved by the FDA under 21 U.S.C. 360(b).

(3) When a pbruc 1s included in a peT FOOD OY speEcIALTY PET FOOD, the format
required by WAC 16-250-014(4) for uaBeLing mMepIcaTED FEEDS Shall be used.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-094,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-094, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-106 Feeding directions. (1) All peT roops and SPECIALTY PET
roops shall bear feeding directions consistent with the purpose state-
ment on the PRINCIPAL DISPLAY PANEL.

(2) eer Foop, including treats and roop MIxErRs, LABELED as complete and
balanced for any or aLL LIFE STAGES, asS provided in WAC 16-252-044 (3) (a),
except those per roops raBerep 1in accordance with WAC 16-252-044(4), shall
list feeding directions on the product waseL. These directions shall be
expressed in common terms and shall appear prominently on the iaeeL.
Feeding directions shall, at a minimum, include the amount of ramiLIAR
wousenorp uniT Of product per weight of (dog or cat). The frequency of
feeding shall also be specified.

(3) seeciauty pET FOOD, including treats or roop MIXERS, LABELED as complete
and balanced for any or aLL LIFe sTaGEs, as provided in WAC 16-252-044 (1),
or as a oary roon, shall list feeding directions on the product iaeeL.
These feeding directions shall be adequate to meet the feeding re-
quirements of the intended species of the speciavty per. These directions
shall be expressed in common terms and shall appear prominently on the
waBeL. The frequency of feeding shall also be specified.

(4) pET FOOD OTY spPECIALTY PET FooD suppLEMENTS Shall list feeding directions
on the product waseL. The directions must be expressed in common terms
and appear prominently on the iaser and, at minimum, include the quanti-
ty of feeding unit, e.g., tablets, capsules, granules, or liquids) per
weight of animal. The frequency of feeding shall also be specified.

(5) When a per roop Or seeciaLty PET Foop 1S intended for use by or under
the supervision or direction of a veterinarian, the statement: "Use
only as directed by your veterinarian" may be used in lieu of feeding
directions.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-106,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-106, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-118 Determination of calorie content. (1) The state-
ment shall be determined in terms of metabolizable energy (ME) on an
"as fed" moisture basis by one of the following methods then converted
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to Calories (kcal) per the ramiriar souseworp unit (i.e., can, measuring cup,
treat, or piece):
(a) By calculation using the following "Modified Atwater" formu-

la: ME (kcal/kg) = 10[(3.5 x CP) + (8.5 x CF) + (3.5 x NFE)], where ME
= metabolizable energy, CP = % crude protein "as fed," CF = % crude
fat "as fed," NFE = % nitrogen-free extract (carbohydrate) "as fed,"

and the peercentages of CP and CF are the average values of these compo-
nents in the product as determined by sound scientific methods, such
as, but not limited to, scientifically accurate calculations made from
the formula of the product or upon chemical analysis of the product.
The NFE is calculated as the difference between 100 and the sum of CP,
CF, and the epercentaces of crude fiber, moisture and ash (determined in
the same manner as CP and CF); or

(b) In accordance with testing procedures determined by AAFCO
(indicated as " (fed)" in the PET NUTRITION FACTS.

(2) An affidavit shall be provided upon the request of the de-
partment substantiating that the calorie content was determined by:

(a) WAC 16-252-118 (1) (c) (i) in which case the summary data used
in the calculation shall be included in the affidavit; or

(b) WAC 16-252-118 (1) (c) (ii) in which case the summary data used
in the determination of calorie content shall accompany the affidavit.

(3) The calories from protein, fat, and carbohydrate as required
in the per wurriTION FACTS are determined using the following calculation,
then converted to Calories (kcal) per the raviriar uouseworp unit (i.e., can,
measuring cup, treat, or piece):

(a) Protein: ME (kcal/kg) = 10(3.5 x CP), where ME = metaboliza-
ble energy, CP = % crude protein "as fed" and the peercentace of CP is the
average value in the product as determined by sound scientific meth-
ods, such as, but not limited to, scientifically accurate calculations
made from the formula of the product or upon chemical analysis of the
product.

(b) Fat: ME (kcal/kg) = 10(8.5 x CF), where ME = metabolizable
energy, CF = % crude fat "as fed" and the percentace of CEF is the average
value in the product as determined by sound scientific methods, such
as, but not limited to, scientifically accurate calculations made from
the formula of the product or upon chemical analysis of the product.

(c) Carbohydrate: ME (kcal/kg) = 10(3.5 x NFE), where ME = metab-
olizable energy, NFE is calculated as the difference between 100 and
the sum of CP, CF, and the eercentaces of crude fiber, moisture, and ash;
CP = % crude protein "as fed," CF = % crude fat "as fed" and the percen-
taces are the average values of these components in the product as de-
termined by sound scientific methods, such as, but not limited to,
scientifically accurate calculations made from the formula of the
product or upon chemical analysis of the product.

(4) Comparative claims shall not be false, misleading, or given
undue emphasis and shall be based on the same methodology for the
products compared.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-118,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-118, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

Reviser's note: The brackets and enclosed material in the text of the above section occurred in
the copy filed by the agency.

WAC 16-252-121 Descriptive terms. (1) Calorie terms:
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(a) "Light":

(1) A dog food product which bears on its waser the terms "light,"
"lite," "low calorie," or words of similar designation shall:

(A) Contain no more than 3100 kcal ME/kg for products containing
less than 20 percent moisture, no more than 2500 kcal ME/kg for products
containing 20 eercent Or more but less than 65 percent moisture, and no
more than 900 kcal ME/kg for products containing 65 perceNr Or more
moisture; and

(B) Include on the asrr feeding directions which reflect a reduc-
tion in calorie intake consistent with the purpose statement.

(ii) A cat food product which bears on its waser the terms "light,"
"lite,"™ "low Calorie," or words of similar designation shall:

(A) Contain no more than 3250 kcal ME/kg for products containing
less than 20 percent moisture, no more than 2650 kcal ME/kg for products
containing 20 eercent Or more but less than 65 percent moisture, and no
more than 950 kcal ME/kg for products containing 65 perceNr Or more
moisture; and

(B) Include on the feeding directions which reflect a reduction
in calorie intake consistent with the purpose statement.

(b) "Less" or "Reduced Calories":
(1) A per roop product which bears on its waeer a claim of "less
Calories," "reduced Calories," or words of similar designation, shall

include on the 1aBeL:

(A) The name of the product of comparison and the percentace of cal-
orie reduction (expressed on an equal weight basis) explicitly stated
and juxtaposed (side by side or next to each other) with the largest
or most prominent use of the claim on each panel of the waser on which
the term appears;

(B) The comparative statement printed in type of the same color
and style and at least one-half the type size used in the claim; and

(C) Feeding directions which reflect a reduction in calories com-
pared to feeding directions for the product of comparison.

(ii) A comparison between products in different categories of
moisture content (i.e., less than 20 epercent, 20 pErcENT Or more but less
than 65 percenT, 65 pPERCENT OY more) is misleading.

(2) Fat terms:

(a) "Lean":

(1) A dog food product which bears on its iaser the terms "lean,"
"low fat," or words of similar designation shall:

(A) Contain no more than nine eercent fat for products containing
less than 20 eercent moisture, no more than seven eercent fat for products
containing 20 peercent Or more but less than 65 percent moisture, and no
more than four eercent fat for products containing 65 percent Or more mois-
ture;

(B) Include on the product waser in the nutrient cuaranTeEs:

(I) A maximum fat cuarantee immediately following the minimum fat
cuaranTEE 1n addition to the mandatory information as specified in WAC
16-252-036 (1) (c); and

(IT) A maximum fat cuarantee which is no more than nine erercent fat
for products containing less than 20 eercent moisture, no more than sev-
en percent fat for products containing 20 percent more but less than 65 per-
cent moisture, and no more than four eercent fat for products containing
65 pErRCENT Or more moisture.

(ii) A cat food product which bears on its iaser the terms "lean,"
"low fat," or words of similar designation shall:

(A) Contain a maximum epercentace Of fat which is no more than 10 per-
cent fat for products containing less than 20 epercent moisture, no more
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than eight eercent fat for products containing 20 eercent Or more but less
than 65 percent moisture, and no more than five eercent fat for products
containing 65 percent Or more moisture; and

(B) Include on the product waser in the nutrient cuaranTeEs:

(I) A maximum fat ocuarantees immediately following the minimum fat
cuaranTEES 1n addition to the mandatory information as specified in WAC
16-252-036 (1) (c); and

(IT) A maximum fat cuarantees which is no more than 10 percent fat for
products containing less than 20 percent moisture, no more than eight eer-
cent fat for products containing 20 eercent Oor more but less than 65 percent
moisture, and no more than five eercent fat for products containing 65
PERCENT OY more moisture.

(b) "Less" or "Reduced Fat":

(1) A per roop product which bears on its waeer a claim of "less
fat," "reduced fat," or words of similar designation, shall include on
the 1aBeL:

(A) The name of the product of comparison and the epercentace of fat
reduction (expressed on an equal weight basis) explicitly stated and
juxtaposed with the largest or most prominent use of the claim on each
panel of the 1aeer on which the term appears;

(B) The comparative statement printed in type of the same color
and style and at least one-half the type size used in the claim; and

(C) A maximum cuarantee immediately following the minimum fat cuaranteE
in addition to the mandatory information as specified in WAC
16-252-036 (1) (c) .

(ii) A comparison on the iasrL between products in different cate-
gories of moisture content (i.e., less than 20 percent, 20 PpErRCENT Or mOTre
but less than 65 percent, 65 pErcEnT Or more) is misleading.

(3) Carbohydrate terms:

(a) "Low" carbohydrate, dietary starch, and sugars claims. A
claim of "low carbohydrates," "low dietary starch," "low sugars" (or a
combination thereof) is not allowed.

(b) "Less" or "reduced" carbohydrates, dietary starch, and sugars
claims.

(1) A peer roop product that bears on its i1aper a claim of "less "
or "reduced " (blank is to be completed by using "carbohydrates,"

"dietary starch," or "sugars"), or words of similar designation, shall
include on the 1aBeL:

(A) The name of the product of comparison and the percentace 0f re-
duction in total dietary starch plus sugars (expressed on an equal
weight Dbasis) explicitly stated and Jjuxtaposed with the largest or
most prominent use of the claim on each panel of the wrr on which the
term appears; and

(B) The comparative statement printed in type of the same color
and style and not less than one-half the size used in the claim; and

(C) Maximum cuarantees for dietary starch and sugars as stated in
WAC 16-252-036 (1) (c) .

(ii) A comparison between products in different categories of
moisture content (i.e., less than 20 epercent, 20 pErcENT Or more but less
than 65 percenT, 65 pPErRCENT OY more) is misleading.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-121,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-121, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]
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WAC 16-252-122 Guarantor—Manufacturer or distributor—Name and
address. (1) The wasrL 0of a peET FooD OY sepecianTy PET roodb shall specify the
business or corporate name and address of the cuarantor which may be the
manufacturer or distributor. When the peT FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD 1S noOt Man-
uracTURED Dy the person whose name appears on the 1asrn, the name shall be
qualified by a phrase that reveals the connection such eerson has with
such food; such as "Manufactured for ;" "Distributed by "
or any other wording that expresses the facts. The statement of the
place of business shall include the street address, city, state, zip
code, and phone number; however, the street address may be omitted if
such street address is shown in a readily accessible, widely publish-
ed, and publicly available resource including, but not limited to, a
printed directory, electronic database, or website.

(2) When a PERSON MANUFACTURES, packs OY DISTRIBUTES 4d PET FOOD OX SPECIALTY PET
roob in a place other than the principal place of business, the 1aeer may
state the principal place of business in lieu of the actual place
where each package of such per FoOD Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD WaS MANUFACTURED Or pack-
aged or from where each package is to be bpistriBuTED.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-122,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-122, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-125 Handling and storage instructions. (1) A peT FOOD
or seecianty pET roob product which bears handling and storage instructions
shall display such instructions under the bolded header "Handling and
Storage Instructions:" that is separate and distinct from any feeding
directions. A header is not required for small packages with a total
printable area less than 40 square inches. If any graphics are used to
support handling and storage instructions, only the following graphics
with the accompanying text, may be included, with the handling and
storage instructions section, as applicable. The graphics (black and
white or color) with accompanying text shall be obtained from the AAF-
CO website: https://www.aafco.org/pflm/.

@0 0@ D i

SEPARATE CLEAN REFRIGERATE KEEP STORE THROW
hands, unused KEEP OUT FROZEN in a cool, ouT

human surfaces, & portions or OF REACH until ready dry place when in
food utensils discard of children to use doubt

SEPARATE CLEAN REFRIGERATE KEEP OUT KEEP STORE THROW
from hands, unused OF REACH FROZEN in a cool, ouTt

human surfaces, & portions or of children until ready dry place when in
food utensils discard to use doubt

(2) The handling and storage instructions, 1f present, shall be
displayed in a conspicuous manner so to render them likely to be read
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under typical conditions of use. Any use of the handling and storage
instructions graphics shall be no smaller than:

Minimum Graphic Size

Panel Size (top of circle to bottom of text)
<40 in.2 1/2 in.
>40 - <100 in. 1 in.
>100 - <400 in.? 13/4in.
>400 in.? 2 in.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-125,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25.]

WAC 16-252-136 Adulterants. (1) The opeepartMent adopts: 21 C.F.R.
Chapter I, Part 589, Substances Prohibited from Use in Animal Food or
Feed.

(2) For the purpose of RCW 15.53.902, the terms "poisonous or
deleterious substances" include, but are not limited to, the follow-
ing:

(a) When screenings are added to a peEr FooD OY SPECIALTY PET FooD, the
screening must not contain any seed, pesticide, or other product that
renders it adulterated within the meaning of RCW 15.53.902; and

(b) Be ground fine enough or otherwise treated to destroy the wvi-
ability of the noxious weed seeds contained in the screening so that
the finished product contains no more than one viable prohibited noxi-
ous weed seed per pound and not more than 25 viable restricted noxious
weed seeds per pound.

(3) For purposes of this chapter, prohibited noxious weed seeds
are those listed in WAC 16-301-045 (prohibited noxious weed seeds) and
restricted noxious weed seeds are those listed in WAC 16-301-050 (re-
stricted noxious weed seeds).

(4) pET FOOD OTY sSPECIALTY PET FOOD coOntaining raw or unprocessed animal
waste i1s adulterated under this chapter.

(5) In addition to the requirements under subsection (2) of this
section, the terms "poisonous substances" or "deleterious substances"
as used in RCW 15.53.902 include, but are not limited to, any FEED INGRE-
ptent that contains more than 20 parts per billion aflatoxin B1, B2, GI1,
G2, individually or in total.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-136,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-136, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-148 Current good manufacturing practices and hazard
analysis and risk-based preventive controls. The opeearTMent adopts the
following as current good manufacturing practices:

(1) The requirements of 21 C.F.R. Part 507 - Current good manu-
facturing practice, hazard analysis, and risk-based preventive con-
trols for food for animals.

(2) The requirements of 21 C.F.R. Part 113 - Thermally processed
low-acid foods packaged in hermetically sealed containers.
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(3) The regulations and requirements governing emergency permit
control in 21 C.F.R. Part 108.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-148,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-148, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-164 Recordkeeping requirements. Records relating the
ror 1pENTIFIER, manufacture, processing, packing, distribution, receipt,
holding, registration, and substantiation of the product must be kept
for two years after the last date of distribution, unless otherwise
specified.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-164,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-164, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-178 Registration requirements. (1) Any persoN WhoO bIs-
TRIBUTES 4 PET FOOD OY SPECIALTY PET rooD in or into this state must register the
product with the department as required under RCW 15.53.9014.

(2) The registration application, which includes renewal applica-
tions, must be complete, accurate, legible, and submitted as prescri-
bed by the peeartvent and includes (at a minimum) :

(a) The name, mailing address, physical address, and contact in-
formation of the applicant;

(b) The name, mailing address, physical address, contact informa-
tion, and FDA Establishment Identifier (FEI) number and/or unique
business identifier (UBI) of the cuaranTORr;

(c) The name, mailing address, physical address, contact informa-
tion, and FDA Establishment Identifier (FEI) number and/or unique
business identifier (UBI) of the manufacturer;

(d) Type of activities the manufacturer is engaged in:

(1) Species of animals the racirity ManuracTures products for the cuaran-
TOR;,

(ii) Types of product the raciriry handles.

(e) Package size:

(1) Number of products bpistrisutep only in packages of 10 pounds or
more;

(ii) Number of products pisrriutep both in packages of less than 10
pounds and/or packages of 10 pounds or more.

(f) Applicant's signature;

(g) Date signed;

(h) Electronic product iasenL(s)y named in accordance with the speci-
fied naming convention; and

(1) Registration fees and late fee(s) as specified in RCW
15.53.9014 (3) .

(3) Currently registered peer roop and seecianty pET FooD products are re-
quired to be submitted as new products if there are changes to the iamer
that go beyond the guantiTy stateMent Or minor graphics changes.

If both a new version of the 1asrr, and an old version of the riasrr
are in distribution at the same time, both versions are required to be
registered until the old version is no longer in the channels of dis-
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tribution. At that time the old version may be withdrawn from the reg-
istration.

(4) Registration application forms can be obtained from the bepart-
Ment online at  https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-
pets/animal-feed/forms; by emailing the animal feed program at
petfoodlagr.wa.gov, or by phone at 360-902-1844.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-178,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012
and 15.53.9018. WSR 20-03-110, § 16-252-178, filed 1/15/20, effective
2/15/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016,
and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, § 16-252-178, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-182 Semi-annual feed distribution reporting require-
ments and inspection fees. (1) (a) Each registrant must file a semi-
annual report on forms provided by the bpeeartvent setting forth the num-
ber of Tons Of PET FoOD Or SPECIALTY PET FOOD DISTRIBUTED 1in Or into this state as
required by RCW 15.53.9018.

(b) The report must include the amount of pErT FooD OY SPECIALTY PET FOOD
pDISTRIBUTED by type of species and product category, applicant's signa-
ture, and date signed.

(2) An inspection fee of 12 cents per Ton on all PpET FOOD OY SPECIALTY
PET FOOD DISTRIBUTED 1n oOr into this state during the year must accompany the
semi-annual report.

(3) The minimum inspection fee, the late fee, and exceptions to
payment of the fee are described in RCW 15.53.9018.

(4) Reports where no fees are due may be submitted electronically
(via email) in accordance with the specified naming convention.

(5) Semi-annual reporting forms <can be obtained online at
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/animal-feed/
forms; by emailing the animal feed program at petfoodlagr.wa.gov; or
by phone at 360-902-1844.

(6) Any reports and associated fees may be submitted to the de-
partment by mail to:

Washington State Department of Agriculture
Animal Feed Program

P.0O. Box 425091

Olympia, WA 98504-2591

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-182,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012
and 15.53.9018. WSR 20-03-110, § 16-252-182, filed 1/15/20, effective
2/15/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012, 15.53.9013, 15.53.9016,
and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, § 16-252-182, filed 10/24/18,
effective 11/24/18.]

WAC 16-252-185 Refunds. (1) Any eperson may request a refund if
they can show a specified amount over $50 was paid in error. Refund
requests must be received in writing to the opeeartMent at the address
referenced in WAC 16-252-182(5) or emailed to petfood@agr.wa.gov with-
in 90 calendar days of the payment and include the following informa-
tion:

(a) Name and address of applicant.

Certified on 7/9/2025 Page 28



(b) Total amount of refund request with rationale.

(c) Dated, proof of payment, e.g., check number.

(2) If approved, the opeparTMENt must process the requested funds
within 60 business days.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-185,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25.]

WAC 16-252-194 Access to publications adopted under this chap-

ter. (1) Electronic access to 21 C.F.R. 1s available at https://
www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21. Print copies of the titles can be pur-
chased from the U.S. Government Bookstore online at  https://

bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/laws-regulations/code-federal-regulations-
cfrs-print. If you do not have electronic access, contact:

U.S. Government Publishing Office
P.0O. Box 979050

St. Louis, MO 63197-9000

Phone 1-866-512-1800

(2) Online and print copies of the AAFCO Official Publication can
be purchased from AAFCO online at http://www.aafco.org/Publications.
If you do not have electronic access, print copies can also be pur-
chased from:

AAFCO

1800 South Oak Street, Suite 100
Champaign, IL 61820

Phone 217-356-4221

(3) A copy of these publications are available for inspection at:

Washington State Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Building

1111 Washington Street S.E.

Olympia, WA 98504-2560

[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012. WSR 25-13-018, s 16-252-194,
filed 6/6/25, effective 7/7/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.53.9012,
15.53.9013, 15.53.9016, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 18-21-191, §
16-252-194, filed 10/24/18, effective 11/24/18.]
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