
WAC 480-100-670  Use of renewable energy credits other than un-
bundled RECs to comply with the greenhouse gas neutral standard.  (1) 
In order to designate a REC or NPA for primary compliance under RCW 
19.405.040 (1)(a) or to demonstrate progress towards an interim target 
established under RCW 19.405.060(1), a utility must comply with the 
requirements of this section. The requirements of this section apply 
to all RECs that are retired and NPAs from nonemitting resources that 
are reported to meet primary compliance.

(2) Each electric utility must retire any RECs associated with 
renewable or nonemitting electricity claimed for compliance. The vin-
tage of the RECs being retired must be dated within the four-year com-
pliance period for which the RECs are being claimed, whether for pri-
mary or alternative compliance.

(3) If a tracking system identified by the Washington state de-
partment of commerce creates RECs for a resource that falls under the 
definition of nonemitting electric generation in RCW 19.405.020(27), a 
utility must obtain, verify, track, and retire those RECs in the same 
manner as RECs from renewable resources.

(4) For resources that do not generate RECs, a utility must dem-
onstrate sole ownership of all NPAs associated with the electricity 
claimed towards primary compliance. The NPAs claimed towards primary 
compliance must be associated with electricity generated within the 
four-year compliance period for which the NPAs are being claimed, 
whether for primary or alternative compliance.

(5) Unless a REC or NPA is compliant with subsection (6) of this 
section, the utility must acquire the RECs or NPAs with the electrici-
ty associated with the RECs or NPAs in a single transaction through 
ownership or control of the generating facility or through a contract 
for purchase or exchange.

(6) RECs or NPAs associated with electricity generated by a re-
newable or nonemitting resource dispatched in or scheduled into a cen-
tralized electricity market are eligible to count towards a utility's 
primary compliance if market allocation of electricity to the utility 
occurs as a result of the centralized electricity market's resource 
allocation framework; and, if the utility does not already own the as-
sociated RECs or NPAs, the utility separately acquires the RECs or 
NPAs associated with the renewable or nonemitting electricity result-
ing from the allocation of the resource to the utility in the central-
ized electricity market.

(7) The electricity associated with the RECs or NPAs must be con-
sistent with WAC 480-100-650 (1)(d).

(8) A utility may retire a REC or demonstrate ownership of an NPA 
for the purpose of primary compliance only if the utility demonstrates 
that there is no double counting of that REC, NPA, or the associated 
clean energy within another load-based program in Washington or other 
jurisdictions. At a minimum, this requires that:

(a) Any bilateral sale of electricity with its associated RECs or 
NPAs must include terms stating that the sale is of specified renewa-
ble or nonemitting electricity, and in the absence of such terms, the 
sale is presumed to be unspecified electricity; and

(b) Any electricity generated by a renewable or nonemitting re-
source and offered for sale by the utility in a centralized electrici-
ty market shall not be offered as specified power, and the utility 
must ensure that the associated RECs or NPAs are not transferred to 
another entity.
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(9) RECs or NPAs retired for both primary compliance with RCW 
19.405.040 (1)(a) and compliance with RCW 19.285.040 (2)(a) are not 
considered double counted.

(10) NPAs may only be used to demonstrate progress towards pri-
mary compliance instead of a REC if the associated electricity has not 
generated a REC.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040, 80.04.160, chapters 80.28, 
19.280, and 19.405 RCW. WSR 26-01-063 (Docket UE-210183, General Order 
R-610), s 480-100-670, filed 12/11/25, effective 12/11/25.]
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