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WAC 392-425-005  Purpose and authority.  The purpose of this 
chapter is to provide minimum standards and requirements for transi-
tion to kindergarten programs. The chapter is intended to ensure that 
transition to kindergarten programs serve eligible students of all 
abilities who need additional preparation to be successful in kinder-
garten and who lack access to other early learning group settings. The 
rules in this chapter establish expectations for local education agen-
cies in implementing and administering transition to kindergarten pro-
grams in accordance with minimum standards and requirements establish-
ed by the office of superintendent of public instruction.

The authority for this chapter is under RCW 28A.300.072, which 
requires the office of superintendent of public instruction to estab-
lish rules concerning transition to kindergarten programs.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-005, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-010  Applicability.  This chapter establishes the 
minimum administrative requirements and program standards for imple-
menting and administering quality transition to kindergarten programs 
under RCW 28A.300.072 and this chapter.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-010, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-015  Eligibility.  A transition to kindergarten pro-
gram may be implemented and administered by the following local educa-
tion agencies, in accordance with RCW 28A.300.072:

(1) Common school districts;
(2) State tribal compact schools authorized under chapter 28A.715 

RCW;
(3) Beginning in school year 2023-24, only charter schools au-

thorized under RCW 28A.710.080(2) may implement and administer a tran-
sition to kindergarten program.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-015, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]
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WAC 392-425-020  Definitions.  "Eligible local education agency" 
means a local education agency authorized to administer a transition 
to kindergarten program under WAC 392-425-015.

"Screening process and tool" means using one or more instruments 
or methods of assessing and measuring the ability and need of an indi-
vidual student.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-020, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-025  Notification of intent to offer a transition to 
kindergarten program.  An eligible local education agency planning to 
implement and administer a transition to kindergarten program must 
submit notification of intent to the office of superintendent of pub-
lic instruction no later than June 1st before the school year begins. 
The notice must be provided through a process established by the of-
fice of superintendent of public instruction.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-025, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-030  Local area early learning coordination and de-
termining program need.  An eligible local education agency must con-
duct a local needs assessment before beginning or expanding a transi-
tion to kindergarten program that considers the existing availability 
and affordability of local and local tribal early learning providers 
in accordance with the minimum standards and requirements established 
by the office of superintendent of public instruction.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-030, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-035  Staff qualifications.  A person serving as a 
teacher in a transition to kindergarten program must hold a valid 
teaching certificate in accordance with Title 181 WAC. Certificated 
educators with experience in early childhood education are recommen-
ded. Paraeducators for transition to kindergarten programs must have 
met the minimum hiring requirements and must make progress on the par-
aeducator certificate program in accordance with Title 179 WAC.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-035, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-040  Student eligibility.  (1) Children meeting the 
following criteria are eligible to participate in a transition to kin-
dergarten program offered by an eligible local education agency:

(a) A child who has been determined, by the local education agen-
cy, to benefit from additional preparation for kindergarten through a 
screening process and tool; and

(b) A child who is at least four years old by August 31st of the 
school year in which they enroll in a transition to kindergarten pro-
gram.
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(2) In determining student eligibility and admitting students to 
a transition to kindergarten program, local education agencies must:

(a) Give priority to children most in need of additional prepara-
tion to be successful in kindergarten, as demonstrated through a 
screening process and tool.

(b) Give priority to children with the lowest family income not 
otherwise eligible and not enrolled in another local program.

(c) Not exclude, nor establish a policy to prohibit from partici-
pation, an eligible child due only to the presence of a disability.

(d) Not charge tuition or other fees from state-funded eligible 
students for enrollment in a transition to kindergarten program.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-040, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-045  Minimum instructional requirements (school year, 
days, and hours).  (1) Eligible local education agencies offering a 
transition to kindergarten program must offer the program during the 
local education agency's school year in accordance with the minimum 
standards and requirements established by the office of superintendent 
of public instruction.

(a) The program may begin after the first day of the local educa-
tion agency's school year.

(b) If a partial-year program is being offered, it must begin by 
January 31st of the school year.

(c) The program must conclude by the end of the school year.
(2) Transition to kindergarten programs must be offered as an 

all-day program.
Based on individual student need, a district may allow a child to 

participate in a transition to kindergarten program as a part-time 
student (partial day). A part-time student will be counted as a parti-
al full-time equivalent student in accordance with WAC 392-121-122.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-045, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-050  Transition to kindergarten apportionment proce-
dures.  The local education agency administering a transition to kin-
dergarten program is subject to the apportionment procedures under 
chapters 392-121 and 392-122 WAC.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-050, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]

WAC 392-425-055  Assessment for transition to kindergarten stu-
dents.  In accordance with RCW 28A.655.080, the Washington kindergart-
en inventory of developing skills (WaKIDS) must be administered at the 
beginning of the program. Additionally, the WaKIDS whole-child assess-
ment must be administered at least one more time during the school 
year.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-055, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]
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WAC 392-425-060  Adherence to guidelines.  An eligible local edu-
cation agency planning to implement and administer a transition to 
kindergarten program is required to adhere to the minimum standards 
and requirements established by the office of public instruction, as 
developed by the office of superintendent of public instruction, rela-
ted to:

(1) Best practices for site readiness of facilities that are used 
for the program;

(2) Developmentally appropriate curricula designed to assist in 
maintaining high quality programs in accordance with RCW 28A.320.230; 
and

(3) Professional development opportunities.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.300.072 and 28A.150.290. WSR 24-14-074, 
§ 392-425-060, filed 6/28/24, effective 7/29/24.]
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