
WAC 390-17-310  Definition—Doing business in Washington.  A cor-
poration or business entity is "doing business in Washington state" 
for purposes of RCW 29B.40.020 if it conducts continuous or substan-
tial activities in Washington state of such character as to give rise 
to a legal obligation.

In determining whether a corporation or business entity is doing 
business in Washington state, the commission will take into considera-
tion the following nonexclusive list of indicators:

• Purposefully availing itself of the privilege of conducting 
business in the state by invoking both benefits and protections of 
state law.

• Appointing an agent for service of process in Washington state.
• Registering as a corporation in Washington.
• Operating business locations in Washington.
• Hiring employees to work in Washington.
• Purchasing or selling goods or services in Washington.
• Operating an interactive internet website for the purpose of 

conducting business.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17A.110 and 2024 c 164. WSR 26-01-209, s 
390-17-310, filed 12/24/25, effective 1/1/26. Statutory Authority: RCW 
42.17A.110(1) and 2018 c 304. WSR 18-24-074, § 390-17-310, filed 
11/30/18, effective 12/31/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17A.110. WSR 
12-03-002, § 390-17-310, filed 1/4/12, effective 2/4/12. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 42.17.370. WSR 07-07-005, § 390-17-310, filed 3/8/07, ef-
fective 4/8/07; WSR 05-04-039, § 390-17-310, filed 1/27/05, effective 
2/27/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17.370(1). WSR 96-05-001, § 
390-17-310, filed 2/7/96, effective 3/9/96. Statutory Authority: RCW 
42.17.370. WSR 93-16-064, § 390-17-310, filed 7/30/93, effective 
8/30/93.]
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