
WAC 284-43-6820  Uniform cost-sharing reduction silver load ad-
justment factor.  (1) This section applies to all individual silver 
level plans offered on the health benefit exchange for plan years be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2027.

(2) The following assumptions will be used by the commissioner in 
the cost-sharing reduction (CSR) silver load calculation:

(a) Actuarial values are based on federal risk transfer formula 
factors published by the United States Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services.

(b) The actuarial value for limited cost-share silver variant is 
70 percent based on qualified health plan application instructions.

(c) Induced demand factors are based on federal risk transfer 
formula factors published by the United States Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services.

(d) Membership distribution and enrollment assumptions are based 
on the prior year experience provided by the health benefit exchange 
and include appropriate adjustments for health benefit exchange plan 
mapping procedures.

(3) The methodology and formula used by the commissioner to cal-
culate the CSR silver loading factor is as follows:

(a) For each exchange silver plan variant, compute the enroll-
ment-weighted product of the plan's actuarial value and the induced 
demand factor.

(b) Sum the results of step (a) of this subsection.
(c) Divide the result of step (b) of this subsection by the prod-

uct of the actuarial value and induced demand factor for the base sil-
ver plan (values for the 70 percent AV metal level plan).

(d) The result in step (c) of this subsection is the final CSR 
silver load factor for the plan, which applies only to exchange silver 
plans. The result must be incorporated into premium rate development 
as a component of the "actuarial value and cost-sharing design of the 
plan" adjustment, provided the issuer does not otherwise receive reim-
bursement for cost-sharing reduction amounts.

(4) Based on the calculation in subsection (3) of this section 
and the assumptions in subsection (2) of this section, the commission-
er may update the final cost-sharing reduction silver loading factor 
annually, as the commissioner determines appropriate.

(5) The commissioner will provide the final cost-sharing reduc-
tion silver loading factor and plan-mapping assumptions used in the 
commissioner's calculation to issuers by March 31st of each year.

(6) For any plan year during which all issuers receive reimburse-
ment for cost-sharing reduction expenses from the federal government, 
the commissioner will forego calculating a silver loading factor.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 48.44.050, 48.46.200, and 
48.43.733. WSR 26-09-083 (Matter R 2025-02), s 284-43-6820, filed 
4/15/26, effective 5/16/26.]
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