WAC 284-43-5939 Hearing instrument coverage. (1) For purposes
of compliance with RCW 48.43.135 and WAC 284-43-5644, which require
health plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2026, to cover
hearing instruments and related services:

(a) "Hearing instrument" has the same meaning as defined in RCW
48.43.135;
(b) "Initial assessment" means the same as "hearing screening"

per the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and basic hearing
evaluation tests conducted as found in the current procedural termi-

nology;

(c) "Over-the-counter hearing instrument" has the same meaning as
defined in RCW 48.43.135; and

(d) "Annual hearing exam" means the same as hearing evaluation

per the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and comprehensive
hearing evaluation tests conducted as found in the current procedural
terminology.

(2) A health carrier shall provide in-network coverage for hear-
ing instruments every 36 months per ear with hearing loss and may not
establish any lifetime or annual limit on the dollar amount of cover-
age for services for any individual, whether provided in-network or
out-of-network.

(3) In addition to coverage of hearing instruments, health carri-
ers shall provide coverage of an initial assessment, annual hearing
exams, fitting, adjustment, auditory training, and ear molds as neces-
sary to ensure optimal fit. Coverage of over-the-counter hearing in-
struments is not required.

(4) The 36-month time period referenced in subsection (2) of this
section and RCW 48.43.135 is specific to the enrollee's current health
carrier.

(5) The services and hearing instruments covered under this sec-
tion are not subject to the enrollee's deductible unless the health
plan is offered as a qualifying health plan for a health savings ac-
count. For such a qualifying health plan, the carrier may apply a de-
ductible to coverage of the services covered under this section only
at the minimum level necessary to preserve the enrollee's ability to
claim tax exempt contributions and withdrawals from the enrollee's
health savings account under internal revenue service laws and regula-
tions.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 48.49.110, 2024 c 366, 2025 c 25,

and 2025 ¢ 171. WSR 26-01-148 (Matter R 2025-12), s 284-43-5939, filed
12/19/25, effective 1/19/26.]

Certified on 1/14/2026 WAC 284-43-5939 Page 1



		2026-01-14T08:59:53-0800
	Electronic transmittal




