
WAC 246-841A-440  Common curriculum in approved nursing assistant 
training programs.  (1) Common curriculum. Approved programs must im-
plement the common curriculum as developed and described in materials 
provided by the commission in accordance with the transition timelines 
established by the commission in (a) through (c) of this subsection. 
The common curriculum includes the complete specialty curricula on the 
topics of developmental disabilities, mental health, and dementia as 
developed by the department of social and health services.

(a) Approved programs must apply for approval to implement the 
first nine units of the common curriculum within six months of the ef-
fective date of these rules and begin implementation by September 1, 
2024.

(b) Until they transition to the common curriculum, approved pro-
grams may continue to implement their existing curriculum as approved 
under previous rules; however, subsections (5) through (8) of this 
section are effective with the effective date of these rules.

(c) Approved programs must implement the specialty curricula as 
units 10, 11, and 12 of the common curriculum for all students gradu-
ating on or after September 1, 2025.

(2) Implementing the common curriculum. Implementing the common 
curriculum as developed and described in materials provided by the 
commission includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Interactive presentation and discussion of content for each 
unit and activity that provides students with an opportunity to rein-
force learning and apply knowledge. The program will demonstrate use 
of a variety of activities across units. Examples include, but are not 
limited to:

(i) Written assignments;
(ii) Responding to videos shown or assigned;
(iii) Small group exercises;
(iv) Role play;
(v) Student presentations; and
(vi) Team or game-type learning activities.
(b) Instructor demonstration of each unit's lab skills followed 

by students' practice of the skills under the supervision of an ap-
proved instructor who provides guidance and evaluation in real time.

(c) A clinical training opportunity for students to successfully 
demonstrate the core competencies of a nursing assistant through inte-
gration of professional knowledge, skills, and behaviors gained in 
class and skills lab.

(d) Evaluation to measure each student's level of competency ach-
ievement in each part of the training program (classroom theory, 
skills lab, and clinical) and overall.

(3) Correlation of classroom and clinical teaching. When imple-
menting the common curriculum, programs will ensure clinical teaching 
is closely correlated with classroom theory teaching to support stu-
dents' integration of professional knowledge and behaviors with manual 
skills.

(a) For skills lab training, close correlation means skills in-
cluded in each unit of the common curriculum are taught together with 
the unit's classroom theory.

(b) For clinical training, close correlation means clinical 
training occurs as part of the planned, continuous flow of the class 
immediately following completion of classroom theory and skills lab. 
When there are delays in the start of clinical training, as allowed by 
the program's policies, the program will reverify and document student 
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competency to participate safely in clinical training prior to a stu-
dent's participation.

(4) Program hours. The program director will determine the amount 
of time required in the curriculum to achieve the objectives. The time 
designated may vary with characteristics of the learners and teaching 
or learning variables, but the program must provide a minimum of 138 
training hours total, with a minimum of 66 hours of classroom theory, 
a minimum of 32 hours of skills lab, and a minimum of 40 hours of 
clinical training.

(a) These hours include 32 hours of classroom training on the 
specialty topics of developmental disabilities (16 hours), mental 
health (eight hours), and dementia (eight hours). Training programs 
must incorporate the complete curriculum for each specialty topic as 
developed by department of social and health services. Requirements 
for providing and instructing specialty curricula as part of a nursing 
assistant training program are found in WAC 246-841A-430 (g) and (h).

(i) If a student has already taken one or more of the specialty 
topics, the program director may excuse the student from repeating the 
topic(s) when they provide documentation of successful completion.

(ii) Only the specialty classes developed specifically by the de-
partment of social and health services qualify for acceptable training 
to excuse students from specialty topic(s).

(iii) For students who are excused, programs must retain documen-
tation of a student's previous specialty training in the student's 
file.

(b) Training to orient the student to the health care facility 
and facility policies and procedures is required, but must not be in-
cluded in the minimum clinical training hours required.

(5) Classroom theory teaching and learning. Classroom theory 
teaching and learning may be conducted through the following modali-
ties:

(a) An in-person format in a classroom space approved by the com-
mission;

(b) A live online format.
(i) Prior to implementation, the program must apply to the com-

mission for approval to use a live online format on a form provided by 
the commission.

(ii) At no time will the ratio of students to instructor exceed 
20 students to one instructor in a live online class;

(c) An online or hybrid format that includes asynchronous online 
elements.

(i) Prior to implementation, the program must apply to the com-
mission for approval to use this online format on a form provided by 
the commission.

(ii) The program must provide the commission with access to all 
online programming from both the instructor and the student user views 
including, but not limited to: Lessons, assignments, quizzes and 
tests, discussion boards, tools for instructor monitoring of student 
progress and interacting with students, evaluation mechanisms, and 
electronic gradebook.

(iii) The student-to-instructor ratio for an online or hybrid 
program with asynchronous learning elements must not exceed one in-
structor to 30 students.

(iv) Except for high school programs with a 10-month calendar, 
the entire program must be completed by students within three months.
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(v) For initial and ongoing approval, the program must demon-
strate how it meets the standards for online education as established 
by the commission. The standards require the program to demonstrate:

(A) Evidence of ability to provide online training or online edu-
cational programs successfully (i.e., a history of success, institu-
tional support, external review, and certification by a commission-ap-
proved quality assurance organization).

(B) Correlation between the curriculum and text readings for the 
course.

(C) Instructor interaction with and support of students during 
the classroom theory portion of the class and throughout the entire 
class.

(D) Close correlation of the teaching and learning of classroom 
theory with teaching and learning in skills lab and clinical.

(E) The direct supervision role of an approved instructor in the 
classroom theory, skills lab, and clinical portions of the class.

(F) Student selection process, including entry requirements for 
the program.

(G) Provision of a live online or in-person orientation for all 
students prior to beginning the program. The orientation will include 
information about program requirements and policies, time schedule, 
appropriate online conduct, and how to navigate the learning manage-
ment system and program content. The orientation hours may not be in-
cluded in the minimum required program hours.

(H) An academic-based assignment related to the course outcome in 
the first week of class for the purpose of reporting attendance.

(I) For each unit, at least one asynchronous online discussion 
related to a unit outcome that allows instructor feedback, student in-
teraction, and a rubric for grading participation.

(J) Facilitation of students' ability to meet independently in a 
study group.

(K) The opportunity for robust and individualized instructor 
feedback for students needing to improve grades or requiring further 
instruction. This does not include computer-generated feedback.

(L) An organized schedule of classroom theory, skills lab, and 
clinical activities with paced deadlines to support time management 
and successful course completion provided to the students.

(M) Ensuring the identity of each student completing online ex-
aminations and security measures throughout the examination.

(N) Adequate technical support to the website and to students, 
including provisions for: Reliability; privacy; security; addressing 
technical difficulties; assuring back-up of data; services and train-
ing for students to use the website and program; and student technical 
support services.

(O) Evidence of meeting requirements for all nursing assistant 
training programs as described in this chapter.

(6) Skills lab teaching and learning. Skills lab teaching and 
learning will be conducted in-person in a commission-approved skills 
lab.

(7) Clinical teaching and learning: Instructor-led clinical in a 
care facility. The program shall provide instructor-led clinical 
training in a care facility for all students completing the program. 
Instructor-led clinical training means the program must provide a com-
mission-approved instructor who conducts and supervises a coordinated 
clinical training experience in a nursing home or other care facility 
where students have an opportunity to safely demonstrate competency in 
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the role of a nursing assistant caring for a variety of individuals 
with diverse care needs.

(a) The clinical instructor must be on-site with students at all 
times to supervise, teach, and evaluate performance.

(b) The clinical instructor must have no concurrent duties during 
the student clinical experience.

(c) The ratio of students to instructor must not exceed 10 stu-
dents to one instructor in the clinical setting.

(d) Students cannot perform any clinical skill with clients or 
residents until first satisfactorily demonstrating the skill to an ap-
proved instructor.

(e) Students must wear name tags clearly identifying them as stu-
dents at all times.

(8) Clinical teaching and learning: Nursing assistant-registered 
work pathway. In accordance with the program's established policies, 
the program retains authority to allow students who choose to do so, 
on a case-by-case basis, to complete their clinical training hours by 
working as a nursing assistant-registered in a care facility under the 
supervision of a licensed nurse. To meet qualifying standards to count 
as clinical hours' credit, the nursing assistant-registered employment 
experience must:

(a) Be completed following successful completion of required 
classroom theory and skills lab hours;

(b) Be completed in a time frame comparable to that of classmates 
who complete through instructor-led clinical training as established 
by the program's schedule and completion policies;

(c) Be performed under a pending or active nursing assistant-reg-
istered credential during enrollment in the class;

(d) Include a background check prior to contact with clients or 
residents;

(e) Occur in a care facility where a licensed nurse is present to 
provide direct supervision and verify competency for care provided 
throughout the clinical experience; the supervising nurse may not be a 
friend or relative;

(f) Include opportunities for the student to successfully demon-
strate the competencies of a nursing assistant as identified in WAC 
246-841A-400;

(g) Include care of clients or residents who are not friends or 
relatives;

(h) Be documented on a form provided by the commission and avail-
able on file at the training program along with formal documentation 
of the number of hours worked; and

(i) Be verifiable with the care facility.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.110, 18.79.260, 18.88A.030, 
18.88A.060, 18.88A.090, 18.88A.082, 18.88A.087, 43.70.040, 43.70.250, 
and 43.70.280. WSR 23-20-117, § 246-841A-440, filed 10/3/23, effective 
11/3/23.]
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