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DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER
173-22-015 Relationship to National Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. [Order DE 73-11, § 

173-22-015, filed 7/20/73.] Repealed by WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), filed 2/5/97, effec-
tive 3/8/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200.

173-22-060 Shoreline designation maps until superseded. [Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 
90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200, 90.58.355, 
90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 
70.105D, 80.50 RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-060, filed 1/2/07, effective 
2/2/07. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-060, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030, 90.58.120 and 90.58.200. 
WSR 85-14-001 (Order 85-15), § 173-22-060, filed 6/20/85; WSR 85-09-043 (Order DE 85-05), 
§ 173-22-060, filed 4/15/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200 and 90.58.030 
(2)(f). WSR 81-13-034 (Order DE 81-18), § 173-22-060, filed 6/15/81; Order DE 72-15, § 
173-22-060, filed 6/30/72.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, effec-
tive 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0602 Adams County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0602, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0604 Asotin County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0604, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0606 Benton County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0606, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0608 Chelan County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0608, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0610 Clallam County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0610, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0612 Clark County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0612, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0614 Columbia County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0614, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0616 Cowlitz County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0616, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0618 Douglas County. [Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681. 
WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-22-0618, filed 2/11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0618, filed 5/23/86.] 
Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0620 Ferry County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0620, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0622 Franklin County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0622, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0624 Garfield County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0624, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0626 Grant County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0626, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0628 Grays Harbor County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 
86-06), § 173-22-0628, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 
8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0630 Island County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0630, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.
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173-22-0632 Jefferson County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0632, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0634 King County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0634, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0636 Kitsap County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0636, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0638 Kittitas County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0638, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0640 Klickitat County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0640, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0642 Lewis County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0642, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0644 Lincoln County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0644, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0646 Mason County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0646, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0648 Okanogan County. [Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120 and 90.58.200. WSR 88-03-070 (Order 
DE 87-45), § 173-22-0648, filed 1/20/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030, 90.58.120 
and 90.58.300. WSR 87-20-050 (Order DE 87-35), § 173-22-0648, filed 10/2/87. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0648, filed 5/23/86.] 
Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0650 Pacific County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0650, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0652 Pend Oreille County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 
86-06), § 173-22-0652, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 
8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0654 Pierce County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0654, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0656 San Juan County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0656, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0658 Skagit County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0658, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0660 Skamania County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0660, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0662 Snohomish County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0662, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0664 Spokane County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0664, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0666 Stevens County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0666, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0668 Thurston County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0668, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0670 Wahkiakum County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0670, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0672 Walla Walla County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), 
§ 173-22-0672, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0674 Whatcom County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0674, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0676 Whitman County. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 
173-22-0676, filed 5/23/86.] Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, ef-
fective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-0678 Yakima County. [Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681. 
WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-22-0678, filed 2/11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0678, filed 5/23/86.] 
Repealed by WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapter 90.58 RCW.

173-22-080 Wetland delineation manual. [Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200. WSR 
97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-080, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97.] Repealed by WSR 
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11-05-064 (Order 10-07), filed 2/11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681.

Reviser's note:  Order 73-24, filed 8/28/73 amends maps of wetlands associated with shorelines of 
the state of Washington and is to be used in conjunction with Administrative Order 73-11, filed 7/20/73. 
Sections within this chapter will show this date where applicable. The maps are listed by county and are 
entitled "Shoreline Management Act of 1971, chapter 90.58 RCW amendment to the wetland designations of 
the state of Washington—chapter 173-22 WAC—Department of ecology—September 1973."

Order DE 77-18, filed 9/20/77 amends chapter 173-22 WAC, regarding designations of associated wet-
lands which constitute shorelines of the state and are subject to the Shoreline Management Act of 1971 as 
defined by RCW 90.58.030 (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g).

Order DE 78-15, filed 8/15/78 designating associated wetlands in San Juan County, consists of maps 
omitted from publication in the Washington Administrative Code under the authority of RCW 34.04.050(3) as 
being unduly cumbersome to publish. Copies of the maps may be obtained from the Department of Ecology, 
St. Martin's College, Lacey, Washington 98504.

WAC 173-22-010  Purpose.  Pursuant to RCW 90.58.030 (2)(d), the 
department of ecology herein designates the shorelands associated with 
the streams, lakes, and tidal waters which are subject to the provi-
sions of chapter 90.58 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), 
§ 173-22-010, filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17; Order DE 72-15, § 
173-22-010, filed 6/30/72.]

WAC 173-22-020  Applicability.  The provisions of this chapter 
shall apply statewide.
[Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-020, filed 6/30/72.]

WAC 173-22-030  Definitions.  As used herein, the following words 
have the following meanings:

(1) "Associated wetlands" means those wetlands which are in prox-
imity to and either influence or are influenced by tidal waters or a 
lake or stream subject to the Shoreline Management Act;

(2) "Flood plain" is synonymous with one hundred-year flood plain 
and means that land area susceptible to inundation with a one percent 
chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. The limit of 
this area shall be based upon flood ordinance regulation maps or a 
reasonable method which meets the objectives of the act;

(3) "Floodway" has the meaning provided in RCW 90.58.030;
(4) "Lake" means a body of standing water in a depression of land 

or expanded part of a river, including reservoirs, of twenty acres or 
greater in total area. A lake is bounded by the ordinary high water 
mark or, where a stream enters a lake, the extension of the elevation 
of the lake's ordinary high water mark within the stream;

(5) "Ordinary high water mark" on all lakes, streams, and tidal 
water is that mark that will be found by examining the bed and banks 
and ascertaining where the presence and action of waters are so common 
and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark 
upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland, 
in respect to vegetation as that condition exists on June 1, 1971, as 
it may naturally change thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in 
accordance with permits issued by a local government or the depart-
ment. The following criteria clarify this mark on tidal waters, lakes, 
and streams:

(a) Tidal waters.
(i) In high energy environments where the action of waves or cur-

rents is sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment below mean 
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higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident with the 
line of vegetation. Where there is no vegetative cover for less than 
one hundred feet parallel to the shoreline, the ordinary high water 
mark is the average tidal elevation of the adjacent lines of vegeta-
tion. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it is the 
elevation of mean higher high tide;

(ii) In low energy environments where the action of waves and 
currents is not sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment below 
mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident with 
the landward limit of salt tolerant vegetation. "Salt tolerant vegeta-
tion" means vegetation which is tolerant of interstitial soil salini-
ties greater than or equal to 0.5 parts per thousand;

(b) Lakes. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it 
shall be the line of mean high water;

(c) Streams. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, 
it shall be the line of mean high water. For braided streams, the or-
dinary high water mark is found on the banks forming the outer limits 
of the depression within which the braiding occurs;

(6) "River delta" means those lands formed as an aggradational 
feature by stratified clay, silt, sand and gravel deposited at the 
mouths of streams where they enter a quieter body of water. The up-
stream extent of a river delta is that limit where it no longer forms 
distributary channels;

(7) "Shorelands" or "shoreland areas" means those lands extending 
landward for two hundred feet in all directions as measured on a hori-
zontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; floodways and contigu-
ous flood plain areas landward two hundred feet from such floodways; 
and all wetlands and river deltas associated with the streams, lakes, 
and tidal waters which are subject to the provisions of this chapter; 
the same to be designated as to location by the department of ecology. 
Any county or city may determine that portion of a one hundred-year 
flood plain to be included in its master program as long as such por-
tion includes, as a minimum, the floodway and the adjacent land ex-
tending landward two hundred feet therefrom;

(8) A "stream" is a naturally occurring body of periodic or con-
tinuously flowing water where:

(a) The mean annual flow is greater than twenty cubic feet per 
second; and

(b) The water is contained within a channel. A channel is an open 
conduit either naturally or artificially created. This definition does 
not include artificially created irrigation, return flow, or stock wa-
tering channels;

(9) "Tidal water" includes marine and estuarine waters bounded by 
the ordinary high water mark. Where a stream enters the tidal water, 
the tidal water is bounded by the extension of the elevation of the 
marine ordinary high water mark within the stream;

(10) "Wetlands" or "wetland areas" means areas that are inundated 
or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration 
sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, 
a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated 
soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and 
similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands in-
tentionally created from nonwetland sites, including, but not limited 
to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, de-
tention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, and 
landscape amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1990, 
that were unintentionally created as a result of the construction of a 
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road, street, or highway. Wetlands may include those artificial wet-
lands intentionally created from nonwetland areas to mitigate the con-
version of wetlands; and

(11) The definitions set forth in chapter 90.58 RCW shall also 
apply as used herein.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 
43.21A.681. WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-22-030, filed 2/11/11, 
effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 
90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200, 
90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 
77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50 RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Or-
der 05-12), § 173-22-030, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 
96-12), § 173-22-030, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-030, 
filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, 
and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-030, filed 
7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-030, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 
173-22-030, filed 6/30/72.]

WAC 173-22-035  Wetland identification and delineation.  Identi-
fication of wetlands and delineation of their boundaries pursuant to 
this chapter shall be done in accordance with the approved federal 
wetland delineation manual and applicable regional supplements. Review 
copies are available at the department of ecology headquarters and re-
gional offices. Links to the online versions are accessible through 
the department of ecology wetlands web page. Copies of the original 
published manual are available through the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers National Technical Information Service (phone 703-487-4650).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 
43.21A.681. WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-22-035, filed 2/11/11, 
effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and 
[90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-035, filed 2/5/97, 
effective 3/8/97.]

WAC 173-22-040  Shoreland area designation criteria.  The follow-
ing criteria contain the standards for the department's designation of 
shoreland areas associated with shorelines of the state which are sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of chapter 90.58 RCW:

(1) Tidal waters. The shoreland area shall include:
(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as meas-

ured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; and
(b) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence 

or are influenced by the tidal water. This influence includes but is 
not limited to one or more of the following: Periodic tidal inunda-
tion; hydraulic continuity; formation by tidally influenced geohy-
draulic processes; or a surface connection through a culvert or tide 
gate;

(2) Lakes. The shoreland area shall include:
(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as meas-

ured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; and
(b) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence 

or are influenced by the lake. This influence includes but is not 
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limited to one or more of the following: Periodic inundation or hy-
draulic continuity;

(3) Streams. The shoreland area shall include the greater of:
(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as meas-

ured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark;
(b) Those flood plains which extend landward two hundred feet as 

measured on a horizontal plane from the floodway: Provided, that local 
government may, at its discretion, include all or a larger portion of 
the one hundred-year flood plain within the associated shorelands. 
Designation of this shoreland area shall be in accordance with chapter 
173-26 WAC, the state master program. If the applicable master program 
does not designate the shoreland area for a stream, it shall be desig-
nated under the rules which applied at the time of adoption by the de-
partment;

(c) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence 
or are influenced by the stream. This influence includes but is not 
limited to one or more of the following: Periodic inundation; location 
within a flood plain; or hydraulic continuity; and

(d) Those lands within a river delta flood plain except for those 
lands that can reasonably be expected to be protected from flood wa-
ters by flood control devices maintained by or maintained under li-
cense from the federal government, the state, or a political subdivi-
sion of the state.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), 
§ 173-22-040, filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 
90.58.147, 90.58.200, 90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 
71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50 
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-040, filed 1/2/07, effec-
tive 2/2/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200. 
WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-040, filed 2/5/97, effective 
3/8/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 
86-06), § 173-22-040, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030, 90.58.120 and 90.58.200. WSR 85-09-043 (Order DE 85-05), § 
173-22-040, filed 4/15/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (2)(f), 
90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 
173-22-040, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 76-30, § 173-22-040, filed 7/27/76; 
Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-040, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 
173-22-040, filed 6/30/72.]

WAC 173-22-050  Review and update of designations.  Each local 
government master program shall include a map of shorelands constitut-
ing shorelines of the state within the jurisdiction of the master pro-
gram that complies with the requirements of RCW 90.58.030 (2)(d).
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), 
§ 173-22-050, filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 
90.58.147, 90.58.200, 90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 
71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50 
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-050, filed 1/2/07, effec-
tive 2/2/07. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 
(Order 86-06), § 173-22-050, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 
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80-22), § 173-22-050, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-050, 
filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-050, filed 6/30/72.]

WAC 173-22-052  Alterations of shorelines affecting designations. 
Alterations of the existing conditions of shorelines and wetlands of 
the state which affect the boundary or volume of those water bodies, 
whether through authorized development or natural causes, shall war-
rant a review of the designation of those shorelines and their associ-
ated wetlands.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), 
§ 173-22-052, filed 5/23/86.]

WAC 173-22-055  Conflicts between designations and criteria.  In 
the event that any of the shoreland designations in a shoreline master 
program conflict with the criteria set forth in this chapter the cri-
teria shall control. The boundary of the designated shoreland areas 
shall be governed by the criteria set forth in WAC 173-22-040 except 
that the local government must amend the local master program to re-
flect the new designation within three years of the discovery of the 
discrepancy.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), 
§ 173-22-055, filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 
90.58.147, 90.58.200, 90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 
71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50 
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-055, filed 1/2/07, effec-
tive 2/2/07. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 
(Order 86-06), § 173-22-055, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 
80-22), § 173-22-055, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-055, 
filed 7/20/73.]

WAC 173-22-070  Lands within federal boundaries.  Those nonfeder-
al lands lying within the exterior boundaries of federal lands and 
those federal lands leased to other persons, which fall within the 
definition of shorelands, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of 
chapter 90.58 RCW. Areas and uses in those areas that are under exclu-
sive federal jurisdiction as established through federal or state 
statutes are not subject to the jurisdiction of chapter 90.58 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 17-17-016 (Order 15-06), 
§ 173-22-070, filed 8/7/17, effective 9/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 
90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 
173-22-070, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97; Order DE 73-11, § 
173-22-070, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-070, filed 
6/30/72.]

Certified on 2/20/2023 Page 7


		2023-02-21T11:14:39-0800
	Electronic transmittal




