
WAC 173-216-050  Discharges not subject to permits.  (1) The fol-
lowing discharges are not subject to permits under this chapter:

(a) Discharges to municipal sewerage systems of domestic wastewa-
ter from residential, commercial, or industrial structures.

(b) Any industrial or commercial discharge to a municipal sewer-
age system for which authority to issue permits has been granted to 
the municipality under RCW 90.48.165.

(c) Any industrial or commercial discharge to a municipal sewer-
age system operating under, and in compliance with, the applicable re-
quirements of a local pretreatment program approved under section 307 
of FWPCA and WAC 173-216-150. In the event of noncompliance, this ex-
emption no longer applies and the discharger is immediately subject to 
enforcement action under chapter 90.48 RCW for discharging without a 
waste discharge permit.

(d) Discharges to municipal sewerage systems of wastes from in-
dustrial or commercial sources whose wastewater is similar in charac-
ter and strength to normal domestic wastewater: Provided, That such 
discharges do not have the potential to adversely affect performance 
of the system. Examples of this type of discharge sources may include 
hotels, restaurants, laundries and food preparation establishments.

(e) Discharges for which an NPDES permit from the department is 
required pursuant to chapter 173-220 WAC.

(f) Discharges which are otherwise subject to the permit require-
ments of this chapter but which are covered under a general permit is-
sued pursuant to chapter 173-226 WAC.

(g) Discharges of domestic wastewater from a septic tank with 
subsurface sewage treatment and disposal and an ultimate design ca-
pacity less than or equal to fourteen thousand five hundred gallons 
per day. These systems are governed by on-site sewage disposal sys-
tems, chapter 246-272 WAC which is administered by the Washington 
state department of health.

(h) Discharges of domestic wastewater from a mechanical treatment 
system or lagoon followed by subsurface disposal with an ultimate de-
sign capacity less than or equal to three thousand five hundred gal-
lons per day. These systems are governed by on-site sewage disposal 
systems, chapter 246-272 WAC which is administered by the Washington 
state department of health.

(2) A permit is required for any source subject to pretreatment 
standards promulgated under section 307 of FWPCA, unless exempted un-
der subsections (1)(b) and (c) of this section.

(3) These exemptions shall not relieve any discharger from the 
requirement to apply all known, available, and reasonable methods to 
prevent and control waste discharges to the waters of the state, nor 
the requirement to obtain approval of plans and reports for the con-
struction of wastewater facilities. Nothing herein shall limit the au-
thority of the department to take enforcement action for any unlawful 
discharge of waste materials or other violations of the Water Pollu-
tion Control Act, chapter 90.48 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.48 RCW. WSR 93-10-099 (Order 92-55), 
§ 173-216-050, filed 5/5/93, effective 5/19/93. Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 43.21A RCW. WSR 86-06-040 (Order 86-03), § 173-216-050, filed 
3/4/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.48 RCW. WSR 85-04-006 (Order 
84-51), § 173-216-050, filed 1/25/85. Statutory Authority: Chapters 
43.21A and 90.48 RCW. WSR 83-23-073 (Order DE 83-29), § 173-216-050, 
filed 11/18/83.]
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