
(Effective May 1, 2026)

WAC 110-145-2930  Medical consent and care.  (1) Medical consent.
(a) The department is the legal custodian for department children 

and youth and has the authority to consent to emergency and routine 
medical services on behalf of these children and youth when they are 
under 18 years old;

(b) Youth in care ages 18 to 21 years old must:
(i) Give consent for their own medical care; or
(ii) Have an identified individual who has been granted legal au-

thority to give consent on their behalf;
(c) Licensees may only consent to emergency or routine medical 

services for the department children and youth in their care when the 
department has delegated the authority to them; and

(d) Licensees caring for:
(i) Children or youth in the custody of another agency, tribal 

court, or other court must follow the direction of that agency or 
court regarding permission to give consent for medical care; and

(ii) Community children or youth must get consent from the pa-
rents or guardians of the child or youth to receive medical care, un-
less the youth have the legal authority to consent for their own medi-
cal care.

(2) Medical care. Licensees must complete the following:
(a) Consult children's or youth's established licensed health 

care provider when seeking medical advice, treatment, or exams, un-
less:

(i) An emergency situation exists;
(ii) Their established licensed health care provider is not known 

to the licensee;
(iii) Their established licensed health care provider is not 

available within the necessary time frame; or
(iv) An in-person visit is required, and their established li-

censed health care provider is not within reasonable proximity;
(b) Take the necessary actions for children and youth to receive 

routine medical care or care if they are injured or harmed, unless 
they refuse medical care;

(c) Notify the child's or youth's representatives, if the child 
or youth refuses medical care; and

(d) Contact 911 if a life-threatening medical emergency occurs 
prior to transporting the child or youth to a medical facility, even 
if they refuse medical care.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.15.030. WSR 25-23-103, s 110-145-2930, 
filed 11/18/25, effective 5/1/26.]
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