(Effective May 1, 2026)

WAC 110-145-2370 Determining applicants' and licensees' suita-
bility. (1) The department will determine the suitability of appli-
cants and licensees after receiving:

(a) Licensing applications;

(b) Background authorizations for the individuals listed in WAC
110-145-2360; and

(c) All documentation required in this chapter.

(2) Applicants and licensees must pass a background check, per
chapter 110-04 WAC.

(3) During the licensing process, applicants and licensees must
demonstrate that they have the:

(a) Understanding, ability, physical health, emotional stability,
and personality suited to meet the physical, mental, emotional, cul-
tural, and social needs of the children and youth in care; and

(b) Ability to provide children and youth in care with a nurtur-
ing, respectful, and supportive environment regardless of the child's
or youth's actual or perceived race, ethnicity, religion, culture, or
SOGIE.

(4) During the licensing process, the department may require:

(a) Applicants and licensees to provide additional information at
any time;

(b) An evaluation of the premises; or

(c) An evaluation of the applicant or licensee and their person-
nel by an evaluator recommended by the department.

(5) When the department requires an evaluation, applicants or 1li-
censees must:

(a) Pay any related costs for evaluations required by the depart-
ment; and

(b) Give written permission for the evaluator to exchange infor-
mation with the department prior to and throughout the evaluation
process.

(6) The department may disqualify any individuals found to have
misrepresented or provided fraudulent information.

(7) LD licensors must complete the following before granting or
renewing a license:

(a) Evaluate the applicants' or licensees' ability to provide a
safe environment and the quality of care needed for the children and
youth in care; and

(b) Verify that the applicants or licensees have met the training
requirements.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.15.030. WSR 25-23-103, s 110-145-2370,
filed 11/18/25, effective 5/1/26.]
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