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Note on Data and Terminology 

The Washington Traffic Safety Commission recognizes that Tribes are sovereign governments, not racial 
or ethnic groups. However, the traffic safety data currently available through state and federal data 
systems (such as FARS and crash reports) classify individuals by race and ethnicity categories defined by 
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB). 

In this report, data labeled “American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN)” reflect those federal racial 
classifications and are used to illustrate disparities in traffic crash outcomes among population groups in 
Washington. 

When referring to Tribal Nations or governments, this report uses the term “Tribes” to honor their 
sovereign status and government-to-government relationships with the State of Washington. The 
Commission works directly with Tribes through consultation to support individual Tribal traffic safety 
priorities. 

This distinction between racial data categories and sovereign Tribal Nations is intentional and reflects 
both the limitations of current data systems and the Commission’s commitment to respectful, 
government-to-government engagement. 
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Executive Summary 
 
In the 2024-2025 Supplemental Transportation Budget, the Legislature appropriated “$1,000,000 of the 
highway safety account—state appropriation is provided solely to implement a multifaceted approach to 
supplement existing funding targeted at impaired driving and other enforcement. The areas of emphasis 
expected to be funded include additional high visibility enforcement and indigenous knowledge-informed 
tribal traffic safety support. Funding is also provided for the commission to administer and provide 
oversight of these activities. The commission must provide a preliminary report to the transportation 
committees of the legislature on these funded activities and any outcome information by December 1, 
2025, with a final report due by December 1, 2026.” SB 5161 (2025) Sec. 201 (11). 

This preliminary report covers July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025 for the traffic safety grants to Tribes 
and July 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025, for enforcement grants. A total of $730,315.60 was 
expended out of the $1 million appropriated by the Legislature, during state fiscal year 2024-2025. In the 
current biennium, WTSC has expended $132,059.47 for invoices received through October 22, 2025. 

 

The proviso funds expanded local traffic enforcement beyond existing federal and state resources and 
provided equipment and training for Tribal, rural, and small law enforcement agencies.  

WTSC launched four grant programs focused on: 

• Tribal traffic safety solutions based on Indigenous knowledge 

• Dedicated DUI officers in local agencies 

• Supplemental high-visibility enforcement patrols 

• Equipment and training for small and rural agencies 

A statewide hiring freeze delayed the addition of a staff position to manage these projects, but the 
program has supported expanded enforcement and Tribal traffic safety efforts across the state. This 
includes eight grant-funded traffic safety projects with Tribal nations.  The funds supported enforcement 
efforts that resulted in 504 additional impaired-driving arrests in Yakima and Spokane, where dedicated 
DUI officer positions were funded, as well as in various locations around Washington where additional 
high-visibility enforcement activities were also supported with proviso funds. 
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Introduction 

The Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) is the state’s designated highway safety office and a 
member of the Governor’s small cabinet. WTSC works alongside many state and local agencies with a 
shared vision: reducing traffic fatalities and serious injuries to zero. WTSC maintains the official record 
of traffic fatalities and delivers programs to prevent people from being killed or seriously injured on 
Washington roads. 

Washington recorded its highest annual traffic fatalities in 2022, 2023, and 2024 compared to the 
previous three decades. Impaired driving was involved in half of these fatalities, and excessive speed was 
involved in nearly one-third of traffic fatalities. More families and communities are grieving preventable 
and unacceptable losses due to increases in these high-risk behaviors. 

Legislative Proviso Funding to Reduce Traffic Deaths 

In the summer of 2024, the Legislature provided WTSC with a $1 million proviso from the Highway Safety 
Account. The funding supports a multifaceted approach to enhance existing traffic safety programs, 
focusing on: 

• Additional traffic safety enforcement 

• Tribal traffic safety programs informed by Indigenous knowledge 

• Administration and oversight of these activities by WTSC 

This is a preliminary report on activities that are expected to continue through June 2027. 

WTSC Grant Programs 

WTSC directed the funding toward two focus areas: Tribal traffic safety and local traffic safety  
enforcement. 

Indigenous-Knowledge-Informed Tribal Traffic Safety Grants 

WTSC consulted with Tribal Police Chiefs, Tribal engineers, Departments of Transportation, and Tribal 
leaders to identify support and resources that would bring the greatest benefit. Eight Tribal projects were 
funded, allowing Tribes to address gaps and develop creative, culturally informed solutions to their 
unique traffic safety challenges.  

Local Traffic Safety Enforcement 

WTSC worked with local law enforcement and the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 
(WASPC) to distribute funds quickly and effectively. Three grant programs were implemented: 

City/County Dedicated DUI Law Enforcement Officer Grants 
Grants awarded in September 2024 supported the Yakima and Spokane Police Departments in 
establishing dedicated DUI enforcement programs. Spokane had seen an increase in DUI-related 

https://wtsc.wa.gov/the-commission/
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fatalities from 25 during 2015-2019 to 45 during 2020-2024. Yakima had experienced only five DUI-
related fatalities during 2015-2019, compared to 20 impaired-driver fatalities between 2020-2024. 

High-Visibility Enforcement Supplemental Grants 

o Summer 2024: Funds went to 46 agencies, supporting 2,152 overtime hours. Results 
included 184 DUI arrests, 1,829 citations, and 710 speeding infractions, representing 
approximately $217,000 in overtime activity. 

o Summer 2025: Funds went to 37 agencies, supporting 1,440 overtime hours. Results 
included 164 DUI arrests, 877 citations, and 290 speeding infractions, representing 
approximately $150,000 in overtime activity. 

Traffic Safety Equipment for Small and Rural Law Enforcement Agencies Grants 
Through WASPC, WTSC offered mini-grants for equipment and training. Agencies purchased 40 
handheld radar units, 32 dash-mounted radar systems, 23 portable breath test devices, 26 LIDAR 
units, and 2 speed feedback signs. Some funds also supported officer training and jail operations, 
helping agencies take a comprehensive approach to traffic safety. 
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Background 

In 2020, Washington began to see sharp increases in traffic fatalities that continued through 2023. In 
2023, 809 people died on Washington roadways, which was a 33-year high. 2024 saw a nearly ten 
percent reduction over the previous year, which was the first decrease in the last four years. 
Nonetheless, Washington experienced the highest numbers of annual traffic fatalities in 2023, 2022, and 
2024, respectively, compared to the previous three decades. 

For over a decade, impaired driving has been a factor in half of all traffic fatalities in Washington. 
Impaired driver-involved traffic fatalities appear to be decreasing in 2024; however, 2024 data is still 
preliminary, especially impaired-driver data which may be incomplete due to the lag in toxicology reports 
and other supplemental reporting.  

Drunk and drugged driving is a complex driving behavior influenced by many factors, including: 
• Behavioral health issues 
• Availability of and access to alcohol and cannabis 
• Swift and sure penalties for driving impaired 
• Access to alternatives to driving after drinking 
• Minors’ (under 21 years) access to alcohol 

Current laws suggest to people that driving after drinking is acceptable, as long as you’re not really drunk. 
Impairment begins with the first drink, and crash risk doubles at .05 Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC). 
This is because alcohol impairs judgement, reduces inhibitions, decreases alertness, and suppresses the 
central nervous system generally, inhibiting coordination, vision, and reflexes. 

*2024 data are preliminary 
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One notable change that coincided with the increase in fatalities was a drop in traffic enforcement. This 
was due to the COVID-19 pandemic (beginning in March 2020) and the resulting loss in staffing among 
law enforcement agencies statewide. Impaired driving is involved in half of roadway fatalities. After DUI 
arrests (and all traffic enforcement) dropped sharply, fatality numbers began to climb quickly. Even after 
DUI arrests and other traffic stops began to increase once again, fatality numbers remained high 
compared to pre-COVID years. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) released a new study of 
impaired-driver-related traffic fatality increases during COVID on July 1, 2025. IIHS found that losses of 
law enforcement officers (an average loss of five full-time law enforcement officers per 100,000 residents 
nationwide over 2018-2022) was associated with an annual increase of impaired-driver deaths. 

Washington currently has the lowest number of law enforcement officers per 100,000 residents of any 
state. This chart shows the monthly changes in case filings for the four traffic safety violations that are 
most often involved in traffic fatalities: impaired driving, speeding, distracted driving, and lack of seat 
belt or other restraint use. 

*2024 data are preliminary 
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The chart shows that case filings dropped as the COVID pandemic started and remained lower compared 
to 2019. These numbers show gradual increases over 2023-2024, compared to 2020-2022. 

WTSC has funded high-visibility enforcement (HVE) and other traffic enforcement functions, such as 
support for the State Toxicology Laboratory and training for law enforcement officers, as part of its 
federal grant funding. During COVID, however, law enforcement agencies were often unable to spend the 
available funds due to COVID restrictions and reductions in the numbers of sworn officers. 

Activities rebounded as the Washington State Patrol and local law enforcement agencies recruited new 
troopers, deputies, and officers to fill their vacancies. By 2024, some law enforcement agencies had spent 
all the available funds they received through federal traffic safety grants. Therefore, proviso funds were 
used to fund additional HVE activities in departments that had exhausted their federal HVE grants for the 
fiscal year. 

Tribal Traffic Safety 

The WTSC recognizes that Tribes are sovereign governments, not racial or ethnic groups. When 
discussing traffic safety data, the WTSC uses the federal data label “American Indian/Alaska Native” to 
illustrate disparities in traffic crash outcomes among population groups in Washington. Please see the 
Note on Data and Terminology on page 3 for a further explanation. 
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American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) people have been over-represented in traffic fatalities in 
Washington for many years. During the five years from 2019 through 2023, AI/AN people were 4.2 times 
more likely to die in traffic crashes, per capita, compared to all other groups in Washington. There were 
34.8 deaths per 100,000 population for AI/AN people in Washington, compared to 8.3 per 100,000 for all 
other groups. The number of deaths more than doubled between 2020 and 2021. While fatalities 
gradually declined in 2022 and 2023, the numbers remained higher than the previous decade.  
 
While women account for about 30 percent of traffic deaths statewide, nearly half of AI/AN fatalities 
were women. AI/AN pedestrians and bicyclists are five times more likely to be killed than those in other 
racial groups. Rates of impairment, lack of seat belt use, and pedestrian or bicyclist involvement are 
higher among AI/AN fatalities compared to other groups in Washington. 
 
Tribal roads are vital transportation corridors that serve both Tribal and non-Tribal residents, including 
commuters, visitors, and commercial drivers. Dangerous driving behaviors such as speeding, impaired 
driving, and distraction affect everyone who travels these routes. Traffic safety on Tribal lands is a shared 
responsibility, requiring strong partnerships and coordinated solutions across jurisdictions. 
 
Washington Tribes were significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which also meant that traffic 
safety efforts were paused or disrupted. In the years following the pandemic, many Tribal communities 
have rebuilt capacity and are better positioned to focus on Tribal traffic safety. 
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Indigenous Knowledge-Informed Tribal Traffic Safety Grants 

Of the $1 million in funds appropriated annually for 2024-2027, a portion has been dedicated to 
“indigenous knowledge-informed Tribal traffic safety support.” This includes $200,000 in FY 2024-25 and 
$300,000 in FY 2025-26. 

This is an important moment to strengthen partnerships, support locally driven solutions, and build on 
the momentum of community-led safety efforts grounded in Tribal priorities and Indigenous knowledge. 

At the outset of this funding opportunity, the Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) consulted  
with Tribal Police Chiefs, Tribal Engineers, Tribal Departments of Transportation, and community leaders 
to identify what kinds of support and resources would bring the greatest value to their traffic safety 
efforts. Their input shaped how this opportunity was implemented and continues to ensure that 
investments align with each Tribe’s own priorities and safety needs. 

What made this investment particularly effective is its flexibility. State funds are used strategically to fill 
critical gaps that federal programs cannot address, allowing WTSC to respond directly to Tribal needs, 
strengthen trust-based relationships, and extend the impact of every dollar. 

The results have been tangible. This funding has supported essential needs, strengthened community 
partnerships, and opened new conversations about long-term traffic planning, enforcement innovation, 
and culturally tailored education. With continued and expanded support, WTSC can build on this success, 
enhance safety for all road users, and honor each Tribe’s leadership and Indigenous knowledge in 
shaping traffic safety solutions tailored to their communities. 

The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
$5,995 – 500 Bike Helmets for Bike Rodeos 

The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, located in south-central Washington and 
spanning nearly 1.3 million acres, face one of the highest traffic fatality rates for AI/AN populations in the 
state. Rural road conditions, limited pedestrian infrastructure, and low helmet use contribute to the 
heightened risk, especially among youth. Teaching children and families how to safely navigate roadways 
and use proper safety gear, like helmets, is a critical and often underfunded approach to prevent serious 
injury. 

To address this issue, the Yakama Nation Department of Engineering organized four bike rodeos, which 
are interactive, community-based events that teach bicycle safety through hands-on learning. They 
requested funding to purchase 500 bike helmets. Each rodeo included: 

• Helmet Safety Education: Children and families received instruction on proper helmet use, with 
helmets distributed to toddlers, youth, and teens. 

• Agency Involvement: Tribal Police, Washington State Patrol, and local allied police departments 
participated by engaging kids with safety-themed coloring books and honorary police badges. 

• Roadway Navigation Training: WSDOT designed a mini roundabout where children practiced 
safely riding and walking through a simulated traffic feature. 
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• Obstacle Courses: Custom-designed courses helped children build skills in bike handling and 
maneuvering. 

• Bike Maintenance Clinics: Trained bike technicians showed families how to maintain bicycles 
safely, encouraging long-term use. 

• Multilingual Materials: Safety pamphlets and coloring books were provided in both English and 
Spanish to ensure accessibility. 
 

This program empowered local youth with essential road safety skills and built partnerships between the 
Tribe and safety agencies. 

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
$33,250 – Five FLOCK Cameras  

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation spans over 1.4 million acres of remote and rural 
terrain, presenting significant challenges for law enforcement to effectively monitor traffic across an 
extensive network of county and state highways. Long travel distances between districts, combined with 
limited patrol resources, hinder the Tribal Police’s ability to respond swiftly to traffic violations and public 
safety incidents. 

To address these challenges, the Colville Tribal Police requested funding to purchase five Flock Safety 
automated license plate recognition (ALPR) cameras. These cameras support traffic safety enforcement 
by providing real-time vehicle identification and alerts that help officers identify drivers who have been 
reported as impaired, unlicensed, or otherwise high-risk. This technology enhances the ability to 
investigate roadway incidents, deter dangerous driving behaviors, and improve safety for both Tribal 
members and non-members. This investment represents an important advancement in Tribal traffic 
safety, providing modern tools that strengthen enforcement and prevention efforts often not accessible 
through traditional federal programs. 

The Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
$42,800 – Enforcement and Life-Saving Response Equipment 

The Cowlitz Indian Tribe is in southwestern Washington near the confluence of the Cowlitz and Columbia 
Rivers. The reservation sits near major transportation corridors that experience increasing traffic 
volumes, creating ongoing safety challenges for Tribal members and surrounding communities. 

The Cowlitz Tribal Police Department received funding to support the purchase of critical traffic safety 
and emergency response equipment. The department’s primary goal has been to ensure that all officers 
are well-trained and equipped with the tools necessary to maintain a safe driving environment across 
Tribal and surrounding patrol areas. 

To improve both officer and public safety, the department prioritized the acquisition of the StickBot 
device, an innovative, less lethal technology designed to remotely deploy stop sticks (tire-deflating 
spikes) during high-speed pursuits. This device significantly reduced the risk of injury to officers. 
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Funding also supported the purchase of an ultra-portable speed alert trailer to address speeding and 
improve roadway safety both on and off the reservation. These trailers deter speeding and alert drivers 
to hazardous conditions. In addition, the department acquired two Sure Shot handheld LIDAR devices to 
enhance speed enforcement capabilities. 

To further strengthen emergency response, the department used funding to purchase eight additional 
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs), completing the goal of outfitting every patrol vehicle with this 
life-saving equipment. 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
$4,850 – Bike Rodeo Safety Equipment  

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe resides in the Lower Elwha River Valley and surrounding bluffs along the 
north coast of the Olympic Peninsula, just west of Port Angeles. Like many Tribal communities, the Tribe 
faces youth bicycle safety concerns on Tribal land, where road conditions, limited infrastructure, and 
traffic pose serious risks. 

In response, the Lower Elwha Police Department organized the Tribe’s first-ever bike rodeo, a community 
event focused on teaching children how to ride safely, use protective gear, and navigate roads 
responsibly.  

The department received funding to purchase helmets, pad kits, bike bells, light kits, reflective stickers, 
patch kits, tire levers, mini pumps, and tool kits. This equipment ensured children had access to safe 
bicycles and protective equipment. 

The Lower Elwha Police Department remains committed to safety education, seeing this event as a key 
step toward protecting youth and building a culture of responsibility on the reservation. 

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
$35,000 – Consulting Services for a Local Road Safety Plan (LRSP) 

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is located on the northern tip of the Kitsap Peninsula near the 
communities of Kingston and Port Gamble. The Tribe is actively revitalizing its community and 
strengthening its sovereignty through strategic housing, economic development, and infrastructure 
planning.  

The Tribe requested funding to develop a Local Road Safety Plan (LRSP) for a high-risk segment of 
Hansville Road and its intersection with Little Boston Road, key access routes for residents, businesses, 
and visitors. These narrow rural roads lack shoulders, sidewalks, and turning lanes, creating safety risks 
for drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists. Prior to this study, the Tribe and regional planners acknowledged 
safety concerns but had little data on the full scope of issues affecting the community. 

The LRSP addressed this gap by conducting a thorough analysis of the Tribe’s transportation system and 
documenting recent crash history. The study confirmed that the most significant safety issues occur at 
key intersections, driveways, and areas with poor visibility or challenging road conditions. Many crashes 
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were linked to high speeds, driver inattention, and other unsafe driving behaviors, highlighting the urgent 
need for targeted safety improvements. The plan combined this analysis with community feedback from 
nearly 100 survey respondents to identify priorities such as pedestrian and bicyclist safety, intersection 
improvements, lighting, and roadway enhancements. It outlines feasible projects including roundabouts, 
widened shoulders, high friction surfaces, and improved signage to improve safety and prepare for future 
growth. 

This Local Road Safety Plan provides the Tribe with an evidence-based roadmap to address current safety 
challenges and supports long-term infrastructure planning. It positions the Tribe to pursue additional 
transportation funding and implement improvements that protect all road users while accommodating 
the community’s growth and economic development goals. 

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
$26,629 – Solar-Powered Speed Radar Trailer and Three LIDAR Speed Guns 

As one of the most urban Tribes in the United States, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians is located primarily in 
Pierce County, in the heart of the Puyallup Valley.  

The Tribe faces ongoing traffic and public safety challenges, particularly around schools. Chief Leschi, a 
Tribal school serving Native youth, is a critical educational and cultural center. Ensuring the safety of 
students traveling to and from school is a top priority for the Puyallup Tribal Police Department. 

To address unsafe driving behaviors near the school, the Tribe received funding to purchase LIDAR and 
radar speed detection equipment, along with a solar-powered speed trailer equipped with traffic 
statistics sensors and speed feedback for drivers. These tools enhance traffic enforcement, increase 
public awareness, and support data collection to reduce speeding and protect children in high-risk areas. 

The Suquamish Tribe 
$15,711 –Solar-Powered Speed Radar Trailer 

The Suquamish Tribe, located on the Port Madison Indian Reservation in Kitsap County, is home to a 
vibrant community centered around the Suquamish Village. The village features key landmarks such as 
the Suquamish Museum, Chief Seattle’s gravesite, and Tribal government facilities. These destinations 
draw both residents and visitors, many of whom travel on foot through narrow corridors and village 
streets, making pedestrian safety a top priority. 

As tourism and community activity grows, the Tribe has experienced an increase in speeding and unsafe 
driving, particularly in pedestrian-heavy zones. To address these concerns, the Suquamish Tribal Police 
Department identified the need for a portable, solar-powered speed alert radar trailer. The trailer 
supports traffic enforcement by displaying driver speeds, calming traffic, collecting data, and helping 
identify high-risk locations for enforcement. This tool plays an important role in protecting walkable 
community corridors and ensuring the safety of Tribal citizens and guests. 
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The Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
$26,000- Solar-Powered Speed Radar Trailer 

The Swinomish Indian Tribal Community lives on the Swinomish Reservation, located on a small peninsula 
near La Conner, on the Salish Sea. Despite its scenic location and rich cultural heritage, the Tribe faces 
unique infrastructure and traffic safety challenges due to its geographic layout and growing population. 

The Swinomish Reservation includes homes, community buildings, a Tribal health clinic, schools, and 
places that are culturally and environmentally important. The roads are narrow and rural, with few 
alternate routes. More vehicles on these roads create safety risks—especially in areas where people walk 
or bike, including Elders. During seasonal events and gatherings, traffic increases even more, which 
makes it important to have good traffic control in place. 

The Swinomish Tribe’s Emergency Management Department identified a critical need to enhance traffic 
safety and enforcement within the reservation. The Tribe faces challenges in effectively monitoring 
vehicle speeds and identifying high-risk locations for targeted enforcement. These issues contribute to 
unsafe driving behaviors that jeopardize the safety of Tribal members, visitors, and non-motorized road 
users. 

To address these concerns, the Tribe requested funding for a solar-powered speed radar trailer. This 
equipment aligns with the Tribe’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and 2023 Transportation Safety 
Plan. The trailer will support location-specific speed monitoring, enabling Tribal Police to better detect 
problem areas, respond with targeted enforcement, and educate drivers through visual speed feedback. 

In addition to enforcement, the trailer can be deployed to redirect traffic during road closures such as 
those caused by fallen trees or downed power lines and to alert drivers of pedestrian presence during 
high-attendance Tribal events. This investment strengthens the Tribe’s ability to protect lives, promote 
safer roadways, and maintain the wellbeing of the Swinomish community as it continues to grow and 
thrive. 
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Traffic Safey Enforcement Grants 
From July 2024 through September 2025, proviso funds for traffic safety enforcement have directly 
contributed to the apprehension of 504 impaired drivers, protecting families and communities from the 
irreversible consequences that impaired driving too often brings to Washington’s roadways. 

Approximately six months after WTSC received notice of the proviso, a statewide hiring and spending 
freeze temporarily halted hiring and disbursement of funds. This delay impacted implementation 
timelines, collection of data, and slowed the deployment of resources. 

The planned staff position responsible for ongoing management and oversight of these funds is now 
expected to be hired in time to begin work in early 2026. 

Local Dedicated DUI Law Enforcement Officers Support Grants 
Funding dedicated positions for DUI enforcement has historically been an effective strategy for building 
DUI-enforcement capacity within local police departments and sheriff’s offices. With additional state 
funding, WTSC provided grants to two local police departments to increase traffic safety enforcement 
with an emphasis on reducing impaired driver-involved crashes.  

For upcoming fiscal years, WTSC announced a statewide call for interest in the Dedicated DUI Officers 
Program through the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) from October 9 to 
November 15, 2025. This effort aims to identify up to three new agencies to begin dedicated DUI 
enforcement positions in early 2026. 

Dedicated DUI Performance Summary (through 9/30/2025): 

Total Contacts 1,103 
Infractions 581 
DUI Arrests 156 
Speed Citations 150 

[Note: Two of the officers supported with these funds were not on duty for a period of time due to 
family/medical leave. The agencies provided some coverage but were not able to provide full-time 
coverage in their absence.] 

Spokane Police Department  

Fifty-one percent of all the fatal crashes in Spokane County involve an impaired driver. On September 3, 
2024, the WTSC provided a $192,671 grant to the Spokane City Police Department to help prevent 
serious injury and fatal collisions related to alcohol and drug impairment. The goal of the project was to 
conduct sustained DUI enforcement at least five days or nights per week to reduce impaired driving 
crashes by 10%. 

The WTSC is continuing this grant, providing $158,861 in 2026 

Yakima Police Department 
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In the City of Yakima, the rate of fatal and serious injury crashes involving impaired driving rose by 190% 
when comparing the 2020–2021 average to the 2016–2019 average. In 2022, Yakima recorded 50 serious 
injury and fatal crashes combined, and 63% of the fatal crashes involved an alcohol- or drug-impaired 
driver. 

To address this problem, on September 24, 2024, WTSC awarded a $156,438 grant to the Yakima Police 
Department. The grant funded dedicated DUI enforcement by officers certified as Drug Recognition 
Experts (DREs). The project also included community outreach and social media education efforts. They 
also conducted eight community engagement events reaching 346 people, and their 59 social media 
posts received 754,822 views. 

WTSC will continue this partnership by providing $158,861 in funding for 2026.  
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City/County High-Visibility-Enforcement Grants 

WTSC provides federal grants to law enforcement agencies to support high-visibility traffic enforcement 
campaigns. These campaigns focus on reducing speeding, impaired driving, distraction, and failure to use 
seat belts. In return for funding, agencies agree to conduct extra patrols during specific national 
enforcement periods—such as DUI emphasis patrols during summer and winter holidays, distracted 
driving enforcement in April, and seat belt enforcement in May. Agencies may also use the funds for 
additional patrols at times and locations identified through local crash and citation data. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, staffing shortages prevented many agencies from using all the funds 
available to them. Over the past two years, however, WTSC has seen the opposite trend, and some 
agencies have recently exhausted their funding before the end of the federal fiscal year. 

To meet this increased demand, the Legislature’s proviso funds allowed WTSC to provide additional 
support to agencies that needed more resources for HVE enforcement throughout the year. This helped 
maintain strong participation in the DUI Summer Holiday Campaign, which occurs near the end of the 
federal fiscal year. Using these state funds, WTSC achieved measurable results during the Summer 2024 
and Summer 2025 enforcement periods. 

Summer 2024  

High Visibility Enforcement (HVE): $217,000.00 
Enforcement Hours 2,152 
Total Contacts 2,974 
Total Infractions 1,829 
DUI Arrests 184 
Speeding Infractions 710 
Total Funds Allocated $217,000.00 

 
Participating Law Enforcement Agencies 

Anacortes Police Department Mukilteo Police Department 
Arlington Police Department Pacific Police Department 
Auburn Police Department Pasco Police Department 
Bellevue Police Department Pierce County Sheriff’s Office 
Bellingham Police Department Puyallup Police Department 
Black Diamond Police Department Redmond Police Department 
Burien Police Department Renton Police Department 
Des Moines Police Department Richland Police Department 
Everett Police Department Ruston Police Department 
Everson Police Department San Juan Island County Sheriff’s Office 
Federal Way Police Department Seattle Police Department 
Fife Police Department Selah Police Department 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office Shelton Police Department 
Grays Habor Sheriff’s Office Skagit County Sheriff's Office 
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Island County Sheriff's Office Snohomish County Sheriff's Office 
Issaquah Police Department South Bend Police Department 
Kent Police Department Steilacoom Police Department 
Kirkland Police Department Tacoma Police Department 
Klickitat County Sheriff’s Office Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 
Lakewood Police Department Yakima Police Department 
Lynden Police Department  
Lynnwood Police Department  
Marysville Police Department  
Mill Creek Police Department  
Montesano Police Department  
Mountlake Terrace Police Department  

Summer 2025  

High Visibility Enforcement: $150,000.00 
Enforcement Hours 1,440 
Total Contacts 1,667 
Total Infractions 877 
DUI Arrests 164 
Speeding Infractions 290 
Total Funds Allocated $150,000 

Summer 2025 HVE Participating Law Enforcement Agencies 
Anacortes Police Department Lynnwood Police Department 
Auburn Police Department Marysville Police Department 
Bellingham Police Department Mill Creek Police Department 
Black Diamond Police Department Monroe Police Department 
Bonney Lake Police Department Mount Vernon Police Department 
Burien Police Department Mountlake Terrace Police Department 
College Place Police Department Oak Harbor Police Department 
Des Moines Police Department Pacific Police Department 
DuPont Police Department Puyallup Police Department 
Everett Police Department Renton Police Department 
Everson Police Department Ruston Police Department 
Federal Way Police Department Seattle Police Department 
Fife Police Department Skagit County Sheriff's Office 
Island County Sheriff's Office Snohomish County Sheriff's Office 
Issaquah Police Department Steilacoom Police Department 
Kent Police Department Sumner Police Department 
Kirkland Police Department Tacoma Police Department 
Lakewood Police Department Whatcom County Sheriff's Office 
Lynden Police Department  
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Traffic Safety Equipment for Small and Rural Law Enforcement Agencies 
Grants 

The WTSC collaborated with the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) provide 
grants to small and rural law enforcement agencies to purchase traffic safety equipment, mainly radar 
and lidar units.  

As a result, 40 handheld radar units, 32 dash-mounted radar systems, 23 portable breath test (PBT) 
devices, 26 LIDAR units, and 2 speed feedback signs were purchased to help small and rural law 
enforcement agencies conduct traffic safety enforcement more effectively. 

The following agencies received grants: 

Agency Equipment Grant Amount 
Bellingham Police Department $4,600 
Black Diamond Police Department $2,300 
Bothell Police Department $7,600 
Clark County Sheriff’s Office $3,000 
Enumclaw Police Department $2,300 
Grays Harbor County Sheriff’s Office $9,200 
Lacey Police Department $4,600 
Lynnwood Police Department $6,000 
Mount Vernon Police Department $3,000 
Newcastle Police Department $3,000 
Pasco Police Department $12,200 
Puyallup Police Department $6,000 
Roy Police Department $3,000 
Spokane Police Department $6,000 
Stevens County Sheriff’s Office $6,000 
Tacoma Police Department $8,300 
Wenatchee Police Department $4,600 
West Richland Police Department $2,300 
Yakima Police Department $6,000 
Total $46,000.00 
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Conclusion 

Washington saw traffic deaths rise when the COVID-19 pandemic and other factors disrupted law 
enforcement activity. Funding from the Legislature that began in July 2024 helped strengthen traffic 
enforcement, deterrence, and prevention. As enforcement increased again, the state began to see fewer 
fatalities in 2024. 

State funds have been used alongside federal highway safety grants to rebuild enforcement programs. 
These funds also cover needs that federal grants cannot, such as equipment for Tribal, rural, and small 
law enforcement agencies across the state. 

Grants for Tribes are based on Indigenous knowledge, which helps each Tribe design solutions that fit 
their specific needs, culture, and geography. This approach has supported creative, locally driven traffic 
safety strategies. Continued and expanded funding will allow WTSC to build on these successes, improve 
safety for everyone, and recognize Tribal leadership in creating traffic safety solutions for their 
communities. 

Dedicated DUI officers have proven especially effective because impaired driving cases are complex and 
time-consuming. These trained officers focus on preventing and stopping impaired driving, and they 
remove a significant number of impaired drivers from Washington roads. 

High-visibility enforcement campaigns—such as those targeting impairment, speeding, distraction, and 
seat belt use—have also helped reduce high-risk driving behaviors. Smaller police departments received 
equipment support to help them take part in traffic enforcement efforts. 

During fiscal year 2024–2025, WTSC spent $730,315.60 of the $1 million provided by the Legislature. The 
agency did not hire a staff member to manage these projects as originally planned because of a statewide 
hiring freeze. However, the first year of this work has shown that hiring a position to manage multiple 
grant projects is necessary going forward. 

Overall, the additional funding from Legislature has helped WTSC respond to the recent rise in traffic 
deaths by expanding enforcement and supporting a stronger statewide traffic safety system. 
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