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June 30, 2025 

 

 

The Honorable Timm Ormsby  

Chair, House Appropriations  

315 John L. O’Brien Building  

Post Office Box 40600  

Olympia, WA 98504-0600  

  

The Honorable Kristine Reeves  

Chair, House Agriculture and   

Natural Resources  

132E Legislative Building  

Post Office Box 40600  

Olympia, WA 98504-0600  

The Honorable June Robinson  

Chair, Senate Ways & Means  

303 John A. Cherberg Building  

Post Office Box 40438  

Olympia, WA 98504-0438  

  

The Honorable Mike Chapman  

Chair, Senate Agriculture and   

Natural Resources 

402 Legislative Building 

Post Office Box 40424 

Olympia, WA 98504-0424 

Dear Chairs,  

 

I am writing to provide you with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 

(Department) report to the Legislature on the goods and services purchased with grants provided 

to commercial fishers to modify fishing gear to facilitate participation in the emerging 

commercial fishery in the lower Columbia River, and to fund staffing and supplies needed to 

monitor the emerging commercial fishery on the lower Columbia River.  

 

As a result of the 2024 Legislative Session, the Legislature directed the Department, via a budget 

proviso (ESSB 5950, Sec. 308 (51), pg. 434), to provide these grants with the purpose of 

modifying fishing gear to support the state’s efforts to develop fishing tools that allow for 

increased harvest of hatchery fish while minimizing impacts to salmonid species listed as 

threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. The Legislature 

appropriated $250,000 in fiscal year 2024 and $250,000 in fiscal year 2025 for these efforts. 

 

The following table provides an overview of the program, including salaries and wages, 

professional service contracts, goods and services, and travel through the close of May 2025.  

 

July 2024 - May 2025 (Fiscal Months 1-23) Expenditures 

Staff Salaries, Benefits & Travel $190,130  

Goods, Services & Equipment $61,356  

Service Contracts $112,266  

WDFW Indirect Charges $95,000  

  $458,752  
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If you have any questions about this report, please reach out to our Legislative Director, Melena 

Thompson, at (564) 791-2755.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Kelly Cunningham 

WDFW Fish Program Director  

 

cc: Charlene Hurst, WDFW Columbia River Division Manager 

 Owen Rowe, Senior Policy Advisor to Governor Bob Ferguson  


