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Executive Summary

In accordance with Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6005, Section 207(12)(b), the
Washington State Patrol submits this Traffic Stop Demographic Report to the Joint
Transportation Committee. This report fulfills the legislative requirement to provide an
updated analysis of traffic stop data, including traffic stops, warnings, citations, arrests,
searches, and per-capita comparisons, to assist the Legislature in understanding racial
and demographic disparities, including those affecting Indigenous motorists.

Introduction

The Washington State Patrol (WSP) is committed to promoting transparency and
accountability through the collection, analysis, and reporting of traffic stop data. The
agency collects demographic and enforcement information associated with traffic
contacts to support data-informed decision making, public transparency, and
legislative reporting requirements. This report presents statewide traffic stop
demographic information for the reporting period and is organized by reporting
category to provide a consistent framework for reviewing trends over time.

Legislative Background

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6005, Section 207(12)(b), directs the
Washington State Patrol to submit an updated Traffic Stop Demographic Report to the
Joint Transportation Committee by October 1, 2026.

The legislation requires the report to build upon the October 2025 report and include
demographic information related to traffic stops, warnings, citations, arrests, searches,
and per-capita comparisons to assist the Legislature in understanding racial and
demographic disparities, including those affecting Indigenous motorists.



Data Sources
and
Methodology

Reporting Period

This report includes traffic stop demographic
data for calendar years 2022 through 2025.
The October 2025 report included calendar
years 2022 through 2024. Calendar year 2025
has been added to provide the most current
complete calendar year of data available for this
updated report.

Data Sources

Traffic contact, enforcement, and search data
presented in this report are derived from
Washington State Patrol Time and Activity
System (TAS) data. Population estimates used for
demographic and per-capita comparisons were
derived from Office of Financial Management
population data using the non-Hispanic
demographic tables, excluding the 0O-14 age

group.

Population data were correlated to WSP
geographic areas for reporting purposes, and
per-capita rates were calculated per 1,000
population.

Methodology

Data were analyzed by calendar year and
demographic group to identify patterns in traffic
contacts, enforcement actions, searches, and
search outcomes. Per-capita rates were
calculated using population data to provide a
common basis for comparison across
demographic groups.




Population

Population data provide the baseline for the per-capita comparisons presented
throughout this report. The following population estimates represent calendar years
2022 through 2025 and are presented by demographic group to provide context for
the traffic contact and enforcement data discussed in subsequent sections.

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025
White 4,335,770 4,351,367 4,367,112 4,380,963
Black 252,037 258,878 265,600 272,066
Native 72,328 72,241 72,348 72,331
Asian 656,956 684,084 710,187 734,736
Pacific Islander 50,540 52,505 54,517 56,382
Hispanic 796,789 823,843 852,162 879,367
Other 302,891 312,880 323,062 333,168
Total 6,394,931 6,482,589 6,572,699 6,656,718

Population by Demographic Group, 2022-2025
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Source: Office of Financial Management census tract data.



Traffic Contacts

Traffic contact data represent interactions between Washington State Patrol and
motorists during the reporting period. The following information presents traffic
contacts by demographic group for calendar years 2022 through 2025, along with
per-capita rates to support comparison across groups.

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025
White 341,489 397,188 383,235 399,224
Black 40,199 43,666 44,194 48,618
Native 2,549 2,626 2,769 2,782
Asian 33,397 39,388 40,852 45,008
Pacific Islander 2,173 1,913 1,782 1,841
Hispanic 77,068 89,139 93,871 100,169
Other 371,103 365,766 350,391 344,984
Total 867,978 939,686 917,094 942,627

To account for differences in population size, the following chart presents traffic contacts
per 1,000 population for each demographic group.

Traffic Contacts per 1,000 Population by Demographic Group, 2022-2025
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Enforcement

Enforcement data summarize the actions taken during traffic contacts. The following
tables present enforcement outcomes by demographic group for calendar years 2022
through 2025.

Written Warnings

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025

White 21,035 21,954 21,720 19,516
Black 3,388 3,536 3,547 3,194
Native 75 75 63 58
Asian 3,407 3,615 3,849 4,389
Pacific Islander 154 134 123 110
Hispanic 6,981 7,227 6,977 6,898
Other 5,071 5,853 4,790 5,190
Total 40,111 42,394 41,069 39,355

Verbal Warnings

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025

White 144,938 157,219 140,850 139,670
Black 15,814 15,880 14,881 14,703
Native 1,208 1,198 1,209 1,243
Asian 12,101 12,915 12,085 11,127
Pacific Islander 893 671 581 516
Hispanic 27,220 30,201 29,504 30,592
Other 10,351 14,267 14,312 13,786
Total 212,525 232,351 213,422 211,637



Citations/Infractions & Arrests

Demographic Group

White

Black

Native

Asian

Pacific Islander
Hispanic

Other

Total

2022 ‘ 2023 ‘ 2024
153,214 198,262 202,543
18,625 22,189 23,740

1,177 1,261 1,414
14,270 19,267 21,374

986 1,014 1,018
38,393 47,856 53,268
16,037 25,318 28,414

242,702 315,167 331,771

2025

221,142

28,387
1,410
24,745
1,129
58,250

31,525

366,588

Data Note: Citations/Infractions and arrests cannot be separated in the source data and are therefore reported

together.



Enforcement Per-Capita
Comparisons

To account for differences in population size, the following charts present
enforcement outcomes per 1,000 population by demographic group for calendar years
2022 through 2025.

Written Warnings Per 1,000 Population by Demographic Group, 2022-2025
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Citations/Infractions & Arrests Per 1,000 Population by Demographic Group,
2022-2025
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Data Note: Citations/Infractions and arrests cannot be separated in the source data and are therefore reported
together.



Searches

Search data are presented by discretion level to provide additional context regarding
the circumstances under which searches occurred. The following tables present high-
discretion and low-discretion searches by demographic group for calendar years

2022 through 2025.

High-Discretion Searches

White

Black 26 17 40 23
Native 17 20 22 14
Asian 7 6 5 8
Pacific Islander 1 0 2 1
Hispanic 79 7 78 72
Other 10 10 5 2
Total 402 401 434 396

Low-Discretion Searches

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025

White 6,850 6,517 6,764 7,315
Black 1,349 1,298 1,398 1,751
Native 188 181 207 208
Asian 398 476 470 488
Pacific Islander 118 100 101 100
Hispanic 2,600 2,897 3,163 3,437
Other 428 499 522 639
Total 11,931 11,968 12,625 13,938

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025
262 271 282 276

A high-discretion
search occurs when
officers have broad
judgment in deciding to
search a person or
property, consistent
with constitutional
protections, such as
searches based on
consent, “Terry” stops or
pat-downs, and K-9
inspections.

A low-discretion
search occurs when
officers’ judgment is
limited by strict legal
standards - such as
probable cause or a
warrant - before a
search may be
conducted, including
searches incident to
arrest, vehicle impounds
or inventories, and
warrant based searches.

Note: Search hit rates should be considered together with the underlying search counts presented above, as percentages based on small numbers of

searches may vary substantially.
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Search Per-Capita Comyparisons

To account for differences in population size, the following charts present high and low
discretion search rates per 1,000 population by demographic group for calendar years
2022 through 2025.

High-Discretion Searches Per 1,000 Population by Demograhic Group,
2022-2025
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Search Hit Rate

Search hit rate represents the percentage of searches that resulted in the discovery of
contraband. The following tables and charts present high- and low-discretion search
hit rates by demographic group for calendar years 2022 through 2025.

High-Discretion Hit Rate

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025
White 28% 51% 50% 50%
Black 15% 41% 48% 13%
Native 18% 60% 50% 50%
Asian 14% 50% 20% 63%
Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 100%
Hispanic 25% 38% 47% 32%
Other 40% 20% 0% 0%

Low-Discretion Hit Rate

Demographic Group 2022 2023 2024 2025
White 6% 7% 8% 7%
Black 6% 6% 6% 7%
Native 7% 9% 10% 10%
Asian 3% 5% 6% 7%
Pacific Islander 5% 3% 2% 11%
Hispanic 4% 4% 5% 5%
Other 6% 4% 6% 7%



Search Hit Rate Trends

High-Discretion Hit Rate by Demographic Group, 2022-2025
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Supplemental District-Level
Analysis

The following tables provide a district-level view of traffic contacts, enforcement
outcomes, and searches for calendar years 2022 through 2025. The information is
presented as raw counts to provide additional geographic context to the statewide
data presented earlier in this report.

Traffic Contacts

Traffic Contacts by District and Demographic Group, 2022-2025 Combined

Demographic Group D1 DY D3 D4 D5 D6 n

White 203,394 210,704 113,533 227,669 207,888 123,854 268,629 165,465
Black 42,800 54,747 7,447 13,551 15,491 7,870 25,428 9,344
Native 913 641 2,303 1,387 941 1,274 1,856 1,421
Asian 22,508 48,774 5,684 6,483 17,867 8,214 40,934 8,181
Pacific Islander 2,601 1,857 185 560 791 193 830 692
Hispanic 41871 53,959 90,021 16,429 33,089 52,477 54,064 18,337
Other 311,689 337,642 113,898 122,203 133,433 98,226 205877 109,276
Total 625,776 708,324 333,071 388,272 409,500 292,108 597,618 312,716

Note: District-level figures represent combined totals for calendar years 2022 through 2025 and are provided as supplemental
geographic context.
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Enforcement

Written Warnings by District and Demographic Group, 2022-2025
Combined

Demographic Group D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8
White 23,161 9,710 7,473 10,509 10,307 6,156 10,688 6,221
Black 4,266 1,946 1,358 1,816 1,640 1,024 1,221 394
Native 61 19 30 37 33 17 39 35
Asian 3,006 1,788 1,640 953 2,975 1,015 3,706 177
Pacific Islander 229 82 22 9 69 14 72 24
Hispanic 6,702 2,547 6,363 1,751 3,268 3,554 2,925 973
Other 6,501 2,665 2,949 3,740 1,632 1,105 1,786 526
Total 43,926 18,757 19,835 18,815 19,924 12,885 20,437 8,350

Verbal Warnings by District and Demographic Group, 2022-2025 Combined

mrinin | o L L [ Lol e Lo L

White 58,075 82,891 46,299 95,921 88,839 52,960 92,827 64,865
Black 13,591 21,218 2,195 4,695 5,453 2,324 8,263 3,639
Native 294 238 1,332 549 469 691 817 468
Asian 6,190 18,034 1,144 2,090 5,050 1,886 10,887 2,947
Pacific Islander 823 642 54 203 261 60 262 256
Hispanic 10,566 18,014 30,352 5,620 11,325 19,734 16,111 5,895
Other 8,925 17,266 2,840 3,716 5,062 2,564 7,253 5,090
Total 98,564 158,303 84,216 112,694 116,459 80,219 136,420 83,060

Note: District-level figures represent combined totals for calendar years 2022 through 2025 and are provided as supplemental
geographic context.
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Citations/Infractions & Arrests by District and Demographic Group,

2022-2025 Combined

Demographic Group D1 D2 D3 D4 D5
White 104,034 109,046 52197 109,223 103,354
Black 22,458 29,697 3,167 6,069 7,137
Native 481 360 868 757 417
Asian 10,538 26,240 1,723 2,441 7,980
Pacific Islander 1,299 1,041 96 335 437
Hispanic 21,403 31,291 49,893 8,094 17,147
Other 22,913 26,215 4,508 6,204 7,428
Total 183,126 223,830 112,542 133,123 144,500

Searches

High-Discretion Searches by District and Demographic Group, 2022-2025
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Low-Discretion Searches by District and Demographic Group, 2022-2025

Combined

Demographic Group
White

Black

Native

Asian

Pacific Islander
Hispanic

Other

Total

D1

4,701

1,836

110

387

166

1,646
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9,350
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3,896

2,002

59
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Data Limitations and Methodology
Notes

The data presented in this report should be interpreted in consideration of several
limitations associated with data collection and reporting practices.

Demographic classification: Race and ethnicity are not collected by asking motorists
to self-identify during traffic stops. Demographic classifications are based on the
officer’s perception at the time of the contact and may not always align with how an
individual self-identifies.

Enforcement outcome: Citations/infractions and arrests cannot be separated within
the source data and are therefore reported together.

Small sample sizes: Some search categories contain relatively small numbers of
searches. As a result, search hit rates may vary substantially from year to year,
particularly for demographic groups with few searches.

Interpretation of disparities: Differences in traffic contacts, enforcement outcomes,
searches, or search hit rates do not, by themselves, establish the cause of those
differences or determine whether individual enforcement actions were inconsistent
with agency policy.

Review and Context

The demographic data presented in this report identify differences in traffic contacts
and enforcement outcomes among demographic groups. These differences, standing
alone, do not establish the cause of the observed disparities or determine whether
individual enforcement actions were inconsistent with agency policy.

As part of its review, the Washington State Patrol examined available body-worn
camera footage associated with selected traffic contacts. The contacts reviewed
were found to be consistent with agency policy, and the review did not identify officer
misconduct.

We recognize that continued training, review, and evaluation can support consistent

enforcement practices and help inform future efforts to better understand the factors
contributing to observed demographic differences.
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