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Interstate 405 Express Toll Lanes/State Route 167 HOT Lanes

Executive summary
Both facilities continue to meet WSDOT’s goals of allowing drivers 
a choice for a faster, more reliable trip while covering the costs of 
operation and providing funds for future improvements.

GOAL 1 Provide a choice to people
• On average 30,000 drivers a day choose to pay a toll to 

use the I-405 Express Toll Lanes (ETL), while 16,000 drive 
toll-free. Drivers pay an average toll rate of $4.11 for peak period, 
peak direction trips.

• An average of 5,500 drivers pay a toll to use the SR 167 
HOT lanes each day. The average peak period, peak 
direction toll is $4.34.

GOAL 2 Provide a faster, more predictable trip
• Drivers saved an average of 9 minutes using the express 

toll lanes compared to the general purpose lanes on trips 
between Bellevue and Lynnwood during peak periods. 

• On SR 167 drivers saved an average of 6 minutes using 
the HOT lanes during peak periods.

• Both the I-405 express toll lanes and SR 167 HOT lanes continue 
to maintain speeds greater than their general 
purpose counter parts in all sections.

GOAL 3 Generate revenue to reinvest in the corridor
• I-405 and SR 167 continue to generate revenue exceeding 

the facilities’ operational and maintenance costs.
• This leaves additional revenue to be reinvested 

in improvements on the I-405 and SR 167 corridors. 
• Financial data is posted quarterly on WSDOT’s financial 

and performance reports webpage: 
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Tolling/405/library.htm.
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NOTES
In late February a state of emergency was declared due to COVID-19. At that time several large 
employers in the Puget Sound area began encouraging their employees to telework, quickly 
diminishing traffic volumes throughout the region. 

Washingtonians responded positively to Gov. Jay Inslee’s various COVID-19 related initiatives 
implemented in March, such as closing schools (March 12), restricting gatherings to fewer than 
50 people (March 16), and the Stay Home, Stay Healthy Executive Order (March 25). The order 
expired on May 31. 

· In response to these actions the March traffic volumes were significantly less than what they 
were during the same time period the year before. 

· Transit ridership volumes have been similarly affected with increasing numbers of people 
teleworking, and avoiding mass transit options. The ridership numbers in this report are a daily 
average collected over three months, with only one month of abnormal data, resulting in the 
average volume showing only a minimal decrease. 

· Toll revenue decreased in March due to the reduced volume of traffic using toll roads. But the 
impact was not greatly felt in this report because there was still outstanding toll revenue to 
be collected from prior months. For specific revenue information please see the FY2020 Q3 
financial statements at https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Tolling/405/library.htm

· The data for local arterial trips (section F) was sampled in the end of February and did not 
capture the effects of the decline in travel related to COVID-19. 

· Beginning in March, WSDOT asked the Washington State Patrol to decrease enforcement 
efforts due to less traffic using the express toll lanes and to help decrease costs, and that shift is 
reflected in the decreased WSP hours spent on the tolled lanes.

http://wsdot.gov/tolling/publications.htm. 
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Tolling/405/library.htm
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Legal reporting requirements

In its 2011 authorization of the I-405 express toll lanes (RCW 47.56.880), the Legislature directed WSDOT 
to monitor and report on certain performance metrics on an annual basis. ESHB 1160 209 (2, 8), from the 
2019 budget, required quarterly reporting on the previously required metrics, and included additional 
performance measures.

The following chart notes the monitoring requirements and where to locate the data in this report.

LEGISLATIVE MONITORING REQUIREMENT REPORT SECTION REFERENCE

Whether the express toll lanes maintain speeds of forty-five miles per hour at A least ninety percent of the time during peak periods.
I-405 Page 3A, 12A Includes total percentage, and percentage split by section. 
SR 167 Page 3A, 12A. Includes total percentage.

B Whether the average traffic speed changed in the general purpose lanes.
I-405 Page 3B
SR 167 Page 3B

C Whether transit ridership changed.
I-405 Page 3C. No remarkable changes or trends 
SR 167 Previously this was required annually. No remarkable changes or trends.

Whether the actual use of the express toll lanes is consistent with the D projected use.
We have exceeded original forecasts for both facilities and will no longer be reporting.

Whether the express toll lanes generated sufficient revenue to pay for all E I-405 express toll lane operating costs.
The revenue continues to cover the operational and maintenance costs for both 
facilities.

Whether travel times and volumes have increased or decreased on adjacent F local streets and state highways

I-405 Page 3F
SR 167 This requirement was imposed 10 years after the creation of the HOT Lanes 
and we don’t currently have equipment in place to collect this data.

Whether the actual gross revenues are consistent with projected gross 
G revenues as identified in the fiscal note for EHB 1382 distributed by the 

Office of Financial Management on March 15, 2011

We have far exceeded the original forecasts and will no longer be reporting on this, 
unless we fall below forecasts.

H Travel times and travel time reliability maintained in the system

Compares minimum, average and 95th percent travel times at peak and non-peak 
periods, compares express toll lanes to general purpose lanes, in both the entire 
corridor and commonly made trips within the corridor. 

I-405 Page 4H-11H
SR 167 Not required

I Travel times and travel time reliability compared to pre-tolling.

A month-to-month comparison of times and reliability for the entire corridor and 
commonly made trips within the corridor. 

I-405 Page 4I-11I
SR 167 Not required

J Comparison of traffic volumes by lane type and month-to-month

Total express toll lane and total general purpose lane traffic volumes, comparisons of 
each type of lane, and to pre-tolling volumes, and a month-to-month comparison. 

I-405 Page 8J-11J
SR 167 Not required

K Washington State Patrol enforcement hours

A monthly total of enforcement hours spent on each facility. 

I-405 Page 12K
SR 167: Page 12K
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