






INTRODUCTION 

Section 141(4), Chapter 475, Laws of 2023 (the 2023-2025 fiscal biennium operating budget) tasked the 
Department of Revenue (department) with studying options that would create an online searchable 
database of all taxes and tax rates in the state for each taxing district. Specifically, the budget proviso 
required the department to: 
 

• Develop an implementation plan for an online searchable database of all taxes and tax rates in 

the state for each taxing district. The implementation plan must include an array of options, 

including low-cost options that may change the scope of the database. However, each low-cost 

option must still provide ease of public access to state and local tax information that is currently 

difficult for the public to collect and efficiently navigate.  

• Submit a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature by June 30, 2024, summarizing 

options, estimated costs, and timelines to implement each option.  

To fulfill the requirements, the department considered a number of options , which are discussed in this 

report. The first option considers a one-stop online searchable database of all taxes and tax rates for 

each taxing district or jurisdiction, but concludes this option cannot be accomplished. Additional options 

that are feasible are then discussed. Some of these options can be completed within existing resources 

and without legislation, while others would require an appropriation for funding and/or authorizing 

legislation. However, it is important to note that while the additional options seek to provide modest 

additional transparency for the public as to the taxes and tax rates that may apply, the options will not 

provide members of the public with a one-stop location where they can identify their total tax liability at 

a point in time at the click of a button. This is because tax liability is based on a number of factors that 

cannot be effectively programmed including the nature of the taxable product, activity, or property; 

whether the taxable incident is exempt; where the taxable incident is sourced or apportioned to and 

thus subject to tax; and whether the taxable incident is part of a package of items with different taxable 

statuses. 

There are nine options in total for your consideration, divided into three categories as follows:  

• “New Portals & Supporting Documents,”  

• “New Look Up Tools,” and  

• “One New Universal Integrated Tool.”  

Under each option, the department has identified feasibility, whether similar current resources are 

already available, the estimated timeline needed for implementation, and estimated cost information.1 

The department hopes that you find this information useful and is happy to continue working with the 

legislature to answer any questions about the contents of this report. 

 
1 The timelines and estimated costs could vary depending on what combination of options are implemented in 
conjunction with each other. In some cases, there may be costs and time savings and in other cases there may be 
cost increases and time delays due to staff resources and the complexities of working on multiple options 
simultaneously. 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5187-S.SL.pdf
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