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Introduction  
The Cascadia Megaregion, stretching from greater 
Vancouver, British Columbia, to metro Seattle, Washington, 
to Portland, Oregon, is on track for significant growth over 
the next several decades, with an estimated additional 3.4 
million people by 2050.1 Within Washington State alone, the 
population is projected to increase by over 2 million people, 
or 28 percent, between 2020 and 2050.2 

Interstate 5 (I-5) is the primary north-south route in 
Washington’s transportation system, powering the statewide 
and regional economies; linking international markets to 
Washington ports; and connecting people to jobs, goods, and 
each other. I-5 spans 277 miles, travels through nine 
counties (from north to south: Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, 
King, Pierce, Thurston, Lewis, Cowlitz, and Clark), and is the 
only north-south interstate highway traversing the entire 
state. I-5 is a key component of both the National Highway 
System and Washington’s Highways of Statewide 
Significance. The I-5 corridor passes through an area that is 
home to approximately 70 percent of the state’s population.  

The I-5 Master Plan is being delivered as part of the 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
Cascadia High-Speed Rail and I-5 Program, a transformative 
megaprogram established to plan for near and long-term 
transportation needs and deliver investments for an 
integrated, multimodal transportation system for the 
megaregion.  

The study area for the I-5 Master Plan is between the Canadian border to the north and the Oregon 
state border to the south (Figure 1). This study area also includes a half mile on each side of the 277-
mile I-5 mainline and one mile at major interchanges. 

As required by 2026 Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6005, Section 218 (2)(c), this report 
provides a project status update to the transportation committees of the Legislature and the Office of 
Financial Management on ongoing I-5 Planning efforts. 

Figure 1. I-5 Master Plan Study Area 

 
 

1 BC Stats (2025), Oregon Blue Book (2024), Washington State Office of Financial Management (2025), Portland State 
University (2025) 
2 State population forecast | Office of Financial Management 

https://bcstats.shinyapps.io/popApp/
https://sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/Pages/local/county-population.aspx
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/historical-estimates-april-1-population-and-housing-state-counties-and-cities
https://www.pdx.edu/population-research/population-forecasts
https://www.pdx.edu/population-research/population-forecasts
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-projections/state-population-forecast
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Project overview 

I-5 Project coordination with other modes 
The Legislature directed WSDOT to coordinate several concurrent transportation planning efforts 
related to the future transportation system in western Washington (2023 ESHB 1125, Section 219 (10)). 
In 2023, WSDOT integrated the I-5 Master Plan and Cascadia High-Speed Rail (HSR) planning efforts 
into one program, the Cascadia High-Speed Rail and I-5 Program (Cascadia Program).  

The integrated Cascadia Program leads coordination with air mobility, Amtrak Cascades, and other 
modes and regional planning efforts, while also looking holistically at highway, rail, and other travel 
modes to address the future transportation needs of western Washington communities. As required by 
ESSB 5161, Section 219 (7), WSDOT submitted a report detailing the approach to coordinate planning 
across these modes on November 1, 2025.  

Coordination will continue as the Cascadia Program collaborates on deliverables, develops and reviews 
alternatives, shares data and resources, aligns methodologies where possible, and coordinates outreach 
to regional and local governments. WSDOT’s integrated approach to multimodal system planning will 
enable the strategic use of resources and a comprehensive understanding of the range of solutions to 
meet anticipated growth. This will also provide the Legislature with the information needed to inform 
future investment decisions. 

 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/CoordinatedTransportation-Report-SystemPlanningForWesternWashington-November2025.pdf
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I-5 Project status update 

I-5 Master Plan  
The I-5 Master Plan is a long-range, high-level plan focused on identifying ways to address critical needs 
and opportunities in preservation, resiliency, safety, mobility, and system performance along the whole 
I-5 corridor in Washington State. It seeks to address current challenges and to plan for future needs due 
to the significant population growth expected within the corridor over the next 25 years.  

The Master Plan builds on existing WSDOT plans; previous listening sessions in 2022 and 2023 with 
over 137 organizations, Tribes, jurisdictions, and WSDOT regions and divisions along the corridor; and 
engagement activities throughout the corridor with Tribes, Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs)/Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs), and the public to: 

• Establish a shared vision for the I-5 corridor. 

• Identify actionable priorities. 

• Outline next steps for implementation.  

Ultimately, the Master Plan will prioritize projects, programs, strategies, and future studies for 
development and implementation. The Master Plan is currently scheduled for completion in 2028 
(Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2. I-5 Master Plan Schedule (2025−2028) 
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I-5 Master Plan work to date 

Setting the foundation  
The I-5 Master Plan evolved from the work conducted by the I-5 System Partnership (Partnership) in 
2018 and 2019, representing a diverse group of interested parties. The Partnership established a set of 
goals and strategies to support future generations and help meet the challenges of continued growth 
while protecting the state’s economy, environment, and communities. In spring 2022, the Washington 
State Legislature initiated the Move Ahead Washington transportation funding package, providing the 
framework for a border-to-border I-5 Master Plan. Foundational work, included in more detail in 
Appendix A, began in 2022 and contains: 

• Seismic Risk Assessment: Study of 150+ structures between Boeing Field and Lake City Way. 

• I-5 Listening Sessions: 91 sessions conducted along the corridor to gather an understanding of 
critical needs, priorities, and opportunities. 

• I-5 HOV Lane Recommendations: Identified opportunities to improve HOV lane systemwide 
performance on I-5 in the Puget Sound region. 

Documenting existing conditions 
From mid-2024 through 2025, the Cascadia Program kicked off the I-5 Master Plan effort by collecting 
county-level transportation and environmental data along the 277-mile I-5 corridor to establish existing 
and anticipated future conditions. The existing conditions analysis supports the Master Plan by 
providing the basis for defining and identifying needs for the following key corridor components: 

• Key transportation facilities (structures, fish passage). 

• Pavement condition. 

• Freight. 

• Active transportation modes. 

• Transit. 

• Safety. 

• Congestion and system performance. 

The Cascadia Program also documented existing demographics and socioeconomic characteristics for 
the study area by county, as well as Tribal reservations. This data informs the project’s community-
centered approach, engagement strategies, and planning across disciplines. Findings help anticipate 
groups that might require particular focus or accommodation for public engagement. They also help 
identify patterns that provide insight into where people live and how they travel. 

Establishing a shared vision for I-5 
In late 2025, the Cascadia Program developed the I-5 Master Plan vision and goals, which were 
informed by input from the 2022 listening sessions, existing WSDOT plans such as the Highway System 
Plan, and broader WSDOT goals of furthering an integrated multimodal transportation system. The draft 
Master Plan goals will be finalized in the Master Plan document after public, MPO/RTPO, and Tribal 



 

5 | I-5 Legislative Report –June 2026  

engagement occurs through the summer and fall of 2026. 

Vision 
The vision for the I-5 corridor (below) sets the direction and tone for the future of the I-5 corridor, and 
for the types of projects, programs, strategies, and future studies that will be identified in the I-5 Master 
Plan.  

“I-5 is a safe, reliable, and resilient system that provides accessibility and multimodal travel options for all 
and supports regional and statewide economic vitality.”  

Draft goals 
Draft goals were developed to support the I-5 vision and were confirmed for consistency with other 
WSDOT planning documents and Washington MPO/RTPO transportation plans to confirm alignment 
with regional planning priorities. These draft goals will inform the screening and prioritization of existing 
and newly recommended projects, programs, strategies, and future studies in the Master Plan. The draft 
goals are shown below in Figure 3.  

Draft key progress indicators 
For each goal, draft key progress indicators (KPIs) were established to measure progress toward 
achieving the Master Plan vision and goals. As recommended projects, programs, strategies, and future 
studies are implemented, these draft KPIs will provide a consistent framework for tracking outcomes 
and communicating the benefits of investments to partners and the traveling public. The draft KPIs are 
shown below in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. I-5 Master Plan Vision, Draft Goals, and Draft KPIs 
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Transforming the vision into action 
In early 2026, the Cascadia Program built on the existing conditions analysis to identify needs, gaps, and 
issues along the I-5 corridor that are not addressed by planned or existing projects. As part of this effort, 
the Cascadia Program compiled and mapped 682 planned or existing projects contained in the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) as well as Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs) 
and Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Programs (MTIPs) from MPOs and RTPOs along the 
corridor. The compiled projects were organized into the following categories: 

• Facilities: Pavement, structures, fish passages. 

• Freight: Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), weigh stations, port access, truck parking. 

• Active Transportation: Bicycle lanes, sidewalks, multi-use trails. 

• Transit: Service expansion, direct access, park and ride facilities. 

• Transportation Safety: Lighting, cable barrier, warning signs, and related improvements. 

• System Performance: Capacity improvements, signals, roundabouts, ITS, tolling. 

With the needs and gaps analysis complete, the Cascadia Program will begin to identify new projects, 
programs, strategies, and future studies to address these gaps along the corridor in summer 2026 
(Figure 4). 

Figure 4. I-5 Master Plan Needs and Gaps Identification 

I-5 Corridor: Current and future challenges 
Through the existing and future conditions and needs and gaps analysis, the Cascadia Program identified 
and documented key systemic challenges on the I-5 corridor, summarized in Figure 5. This early 
assessment highlights the critical nature of the Master Plan and the value of an integrated approach to 
planning and delivery of solutions. There is no single solution that will address all the needs in the 
corridor, requiring an integrated strategy that prioritizes preservation and resilience, improves safety and 
reliability, and enhances multimodal and operational performance.  
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Figure 5. I-5 Current and Future Challenges 

Moving toward an actionable Master Plan 
A key outcome of the Master Plan is to establish a corridor-wide, integrated approach to planning and 
delivering solutions for existing and future challenges. The Master Plan will be a collaborative action 
plan, including recommended programs, projects, and future studies that are strongly aligned with the 
vision and goals and are positioned for investment.  

I-5 project activities to-date have been funded through the 2022 Move Ahead Washington 
transportation package, which identified $40 million through 2029 for WSDOT to develop a modern 
vision for I-5 through the creation of a comprehensive, border-to-border Master Plan and related 
initiatives. The Legislature has provided $23.8M through the 2025-2027 biennium. If the remaining 
funding is appropriated in the 2027-2029 biennium, WSDOT will have the funding available to complete 
the Master Plan and transition from master planning to implementation planning, program development 
and continued corridor-wide coordination in 2028. 

2026-2027 I-5 Master Plan Work: Funded 
In summer 2026, the Cascadia Program will begin to define new recommended projects, programs, 
strategies, and future studies to address I-5 system needs not otherwise met by previously identified 
projects and strategies. These projects, programs, strategies, and studies will be screened and prioritized 
using a tiered screening and prioritization framework. The initial tier both screens out projects that do 
not provide a primary, secondary, or strategic benefit3 to the I-5 corridor and identifies projects that 
have a clear connection to the Master Plan’s goals. It also organizes relevant projects by their level of 
functional significance, helping to support prioritization in later phases. 

The second tier evaluates how effectively each proposed investment potentially addresses the identified 

 
 

3 Primary Benefit: Direct improvements to I-5 itself (safety, infrastructure, mobility, or resiliency). Secondary Benefit: Projects 
that support I-5 indirectly (access routes, parallel corridors, transit, or active transportation). Strategic Benefit: Programs or 
studies that may influence I-5 over time but do not currently have a defined footprint.  
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needs of the I-5 corridor. Projects are assessed using set evaluation criteria that are directly tied to the I-
5 Master Plan vision and goals, allowing for consistent rating and ranking. These results are then used to 
establish a prioritized set of recommendations, supporting informed decision-making and 
implementation. 

Before prioritization, the Cascadia Program will engage MPO/RTPO boards and staff, Tribes, and the 
public to capture input regarding the prioritization criteria. The prioritization process will then begin in 
early 2027, following engagement that will occur in late 2026.  

In addition to prioritizing planned and proposed improvements, the I-5 Master Plan will also identify 
opportunities for corridor-wide programs and strategies that comprehensively address the current and 
future challenges identified in Figure 5. This could include recommendations for preservation, 
maintenance operations, safety operations, system performance improvements, seismic and climate 
resiliency, fish passage, and multimodal strategies.   

2027-2028 I-5 Master Plan Work: Unfunded 
The I-5 Master Plan work is currently only funded through the 2025-2027 biennium. If the Cascadia 
Program receives the remainder of the $40 million identified for I-5 Planning in the 2022 Move Ahead 
Washington transportation package in the 2027-2029 biennium, it will complete the Master Plan and 
transition from master planning to implementation planning, program development, and continued 
corridor-wide coordination.  

A completed Master Plan will result in a clear, concise, and accessible document that synthesizes key 
findings, recommendations, and investment priorities. It will also enable effective communication with 
decision-makers, stakeholders, and the public to enhance understanding, alignment, and 
implementation.  

Following completion of the Master Plan, the Cascadia Program will advance program development and 
corridor-wide coordination to develop an implementation plan based on the Master 
Plan’s recommendations. This programmatic approach builds on prior investments and direction, 
ensuring that preservation, safety, and operational needs are addressed in the near-term while preparing 
the corridor to accommodate long-term regional growth and a more multimodal future. 

Other I-5 Project activities 
I-5 Ramp Metering Study 
As directed by 2026 ESSB 6005, Section 218 (2)(d), the Cascadia Program is leading a study to assess 
the benefits and impacts of implementing ramp metering at approximately 19 I-5 entrance ramps 
between the King/Pierce County line and State Route (SR) 531 in Arlington. This effort builds on the 
Cascadia Program’s near-term recommendations identified in the 2023 I-5 Interim HOV Report4 and will 
result in a prioritized list of ramp metering projects within the study area. These recommendations will 
be incorporated into the I-5 Master Plan’s list of new recommended projects. 

As an initial step, the Cascadia Program assessed the existing configuration at each study area ramp 

 
 

4 https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/I-5-HOV-Interim-Report-June2023.pdf  

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/I-5-HOV-Interim-Report-June2023.pdf
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relative to WSDOT’s infrastructure requirements for ramp metering implementation. The assessment 
indicates that requirements for ramp metering could potentially be met for approximately half of the 
study area ramps through relatively minor modifications such as restriping or limited widening. The 
remaining ramps would likely require substantial reconstruction to meet requirements for metering 
infrastructure.  

A concurrent traffic analysis also found that the addition of ramp metering is expected to improve I-5 
mainline operations while not introducing significant adverse impacts to ramp operations or local 
roadways. 

The Cascadia Program is currently developing concept-level renderings depicting infrastructure 
improvements and associated planning-level cost estimates to accommodate ramp metering at each 
study area ramp. The Ramp Metering Study’s key findings and recommendations will be documented in 
a summary report, scheduled for completion in fall 2026. 

Seismic Vulnerability Analysis 
In June 2025, the Cascadia Program completed an 
engineering analysis to determine the feasibility of 
meeting WSDOT’s Recovery Bridge Performance 
Criteria through seismic retrofitting of select 
bridges in the I-5 corridor study area (between 
Boeing Access Road and Lake City Way in King 
County), previously designated as potential 
Recovery bridges (Figure 6).  

Ordinary bridges are intended to meet life-safety 
requirements and protect the public by preventing 
collapse in the event of an upper-level earthquake. 
They may be seriously damaged by an earthquake, 
requiring significant repairs or replacement before 
being safe to use again. Recovery bridges serve as 
critical links for rebuilding damaged areas and 
providing access to the community shortly after an 
earthquake, usually within three months. These 
bridges should remain operational or restored for 
limited service immediately after an upper-level 
earthquake and would remain in full service 
following a lower-level event. The Cascadia Program 
identified a representative sample of six bridges and performed a seismic vulnerability analysis to 
establish a Basis of Design for all bridges in the I-5 corridor study area.  

The analysis evaluated possible traffic impacts and comparative rough order of magnitude costs of 
seismic retrofitting to an Ordinary vs. Recovery performance standard. The analysis resulted in findings 
that support retrofitting to Ordinary performance criteria for all bridge seismic retrofits in the study 
area, as this standard prioritizes life safety and protects the public with the lowest investment.  

Concurrently, the Cascadia Program developed a database to evaluate the relative seismic vulnerability 

Figure 6. Seismic Risk Assessment Area 
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of the 696 bridges in the I-5 corridor. The database uses existing WSDOT data to rate the relative 
cumulative seismic vulnerability of each bridge based on several criteria,5 and provides the first data set 
that considers these bridges comprehensively. In late 2026 through early 2027, the Cascadia Program 
will build on this work to expand the criteria for each bridge to understand the impacts of a potential 
seismic event on mobility and communities, including evaluating route redundancy and the availability of 
parallel routes. The goal of the expanded analysis is to better contextualize the functionality of each 
bridge to inform relative vulnerability to a potential seismic event.  

 
 
5 Criteria included in this assessment: Built Year, Number of Spans, Ground Liquefaction Hazard, Landslide Hazard, Seismic 
Retrofit, Column Jacketing, Bridge Curvature, Bridge Skew, Single Column Intermediate Pier, Foundation Type, Hollow-Core 
Piles, Bridge Span Continuity, and Unconventional Structure Type.  
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I-5 Master Plan engagement 
Regional planning coordination 
In March 2026, the Cascadia Program convened a subcommittee of the WSDOT/MPO/RTPO 
Coordinating Committee. The purpose of the subcommittee is to coordinate with Washington state 
MPOs/RTPOs at a program level, including:  

• Quarterly coordination meetings: The Cascadia Program will provide approximately quarterly 
updates through the WSDOT/MPO/RTPO Coordinating Committee, Cascadia Subcommittee. 
These meetings will include updates on HSR, I-5, Amtrak Cascades, and the State Rail Plan, 
aligned with technical delivery schedules.  

• MPO/RTPO board engagement: When policy-level feedback or technical input is needed 
from the jurisdictions along the I-5 corridor, the Cascadia Program will coordinate with 
individual MPOs/RTPOs (Table 1) to engage their boards and committees. 

• Technical coordination: As needed, the Cascadia Program will coordinate directly with 
MPO/RTPO technical staff to obtain data, refine assumptions, and gather subject-matter 
input through targeted meetings or correspondence. 

Table 1. MPOs and RTPOs along the I-5 corridor 

Organization County/region 

Whatcom Council of Governments Whatcom 

Skagit Council of Governments Skagit 

Puget Sound Regional Council King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish 

Thurston Regional Planning Council Thurston 

Southwest Washington Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization 

Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pacific, and 
Wahkiakum 

SW Washington Regional Transportation Council Clark  

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments Cowlitz and Wahkiakum 

Tribal engagement  
In accordance with the Washington State Governor’s October 2025 Executive Order 25-10, which 
emphasizes early and meaningful Tribal participation, the Cascadia Program is seeking early involvement 
from Tribal Nations on an approximately quarterly basis to help inform and shape these planning efforts. 
Engagement tactics include letters and meetings to present work elements for review prior to public or 
MPO/RTPO engagement. In February 2026, the Cascadia Program presented at a Tribal Transportation 
Planning Organization convening (TTPO) and hosted the first Tribal meeting, providing an introduction 
to the Program. The Cascadia Program will additionally continue to provide updates at existing Tribal 
convenings, such as the TTPO and Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians conferences.  
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Public engagement 
The Cascadia Program maintains a project website where updates to the Cascadia Program, HSR, and I-5 
Master Plan webpages are posted regularly. Email updates to the listserv will also provide project 
updates and promote upcoming engagement activities. Program public engagement activities are 
planned for summer 2026 and will include the following: 

• Program webinars: Approximately bi-annual webinars about the Cascadia Program. 
Notifications will be sent via email to the I-5 Master Plan listservs and to other audiences 
identified in Washington, such as municipalities, transit agencies, key community-based 
organizations and advocacy groups, labor, and non-federally recognized Tribes.  

• Online open house and survey: A public survey and corresponding online open house to 
gather feedback on the prioritization of programs, projects, and strategies are planned for fall 
2026.  

Legislative engagement 
The Legislature is a key partner in continuing to advance the I-5 Master Plan. As required by 2026 ESSB 
6005, this report provides a status update to the Legislature, and the Cascadia Program will schedule 
meetings or briefings upon request.  

 
 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/major-projects/cascadia-high-speed-rail-and-i-5-program


 

14 | I-5 Legislative Report –June 2026  

Next steps 
Beginning in the summer of 2026, the I-5 Master Plan effort will: 

• Initiate identification and definition of new projects, programs, strategies, and future studies to 
address I-5 corridor needs not met by currently planned or programmed improvements.  

• Complete the draft screening and prioritization framework, which will be used to evaluate and 
prioritize projects, programs, strategies, and future studies for alignment with the Master Plan 
vision and goals. 

• Continue to coordinate with MPO/RTPO staff and leadership and engage Tribes and the public 
to review and refine the screening and prioritization framework used to evaluate projects, 
programs, strategies, and future studies. This engagement will ensure alignment with the Master 
Plan vision and goals and will be completed by the end of 2026. 

• Complete and finalize the recommended ramp metering locations within the study area by fall 
2026 and integrate the results into the I-5 Master Plan as a new project need.  

• Initiate further analysis to evaluate the impacts of a potential seismic event on I-5 bridges, 
including ramifications for mobility and communities, by evaluating route redundancy and the 
availability of parallel routes. 

I-5 project activities to-date have been funded through the 2022 Move Ahead Washington 
transportation package, which identified $40 million through 2029 for WSDOT to develop a modern 
vision for I-5 through the creation of a comprehensive, border-to-border Master Plan and related 
initiatives. If the remainder of this funding is appropriated in the 2027–2029 biennium, the Cascadia 
Program will:  

• Complete the Master Plan by building on the significant planning, technical analysis, and 
engagement conducted since 2022. This enables the Program to go beyond a prioritized set of 
projects, programs, strategies, and studies to deliver a clear and concise Master Plan document 
that transparently outlines recommendations and investment priorities to decision-makers, 
stakeholders, and the public. 

• Advance initial program development, corridor-wide coordination, and an implementation 
planning and investment strategy to begin to deliver Master Plan recommendations, as well as 
integrate corridor planning with Cascadia High-Speed Rail and other multimodal investments, like 
Amtrak Cascades. This includes aligning recommended programs, strategies, and projects 
with anticipated funding availability, identifying potential new and alternative funding sources, 
and supporting phased delivery and investment decision-making. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 | I-5 Legislative Report –June 2026  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A:  
I-5 Work Completed To Date 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

16 | I-5 Legislative Report –June 2026  

Appendix A: I-5 work completed to date  

Master Plan activities completed to date (2022−2026) 
Work Product  Description Status 

I-5 Master Plan Elements 

Vision, Goals, and Key 
Progress Indicators  
(2026) 

Establish the broader foundation for which I-5 system 
improvements (e.g., programs, strategies, and projects) will 
be identified, evaluated, and prioritized.  

Draft Complete  

Methods and 
Assumptions for Existing 
and Future Baseline 
Conditions Analysis 
(2025) 

Defines the methodology for assessing current and future 
baseline conditions within the I-5 Master Plan Study Area.  

Complete  

Existing and Future 
Baseline Transportation 
Conditions Report (2025) 

Summarizes existing multimodal transportation conditions 
along the I-5 corridor. 

Complete 

Existing Environmental 
Baseline Conditions 
Report (2025) 

Summarizes existing environmental conditions along the I-5 
corridor that can inform future location-specific 
environmental analyses associated with individual projects. 

Complete 

Gathering of Previously 
Identified Multimodal 
Projects (2025) 

Compilation of previously proposed improvements on/near 
the I-5 system, gathered from the WSDOT STIP, 
MPO/RTPO long-range plans, local agency plans and other 
studies. Listed in Excel spreadsheet and GIS web map. 

Complete 

Needs and Gaps Analysis 
(2026) 

Identifies multimodal and other needs along I-5 that are not 
anticipated to be fully addressed by planned or previously 
proposed projects and strategies.  

Draft Complete  

Project Screening and 
Prioritization Approach  
(2026) 

Methodology for screening, and ultimately prioritizing, 
recommended projects, policies, and strategies.  

Draft Complete  

Screening Projects 
(2026) 

Refine the broader universe of previously identified projects 
to focus on those with a direct nexus to the I-5 system. 

Initial Round of 
Screening Complete 

Early Action Projects 
Pipeline Memorandum 
(2025) 

List of projects potentially eligible for nearer-term 
advancement based on prior assessments of needs, and 
compatibility with nearer-term funding opportunities. 
Includes Excel-based financial-planning tool. 

Complete 
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Other I-5 Project activities completed to date 
Work Product   Description  Status  

Managed Lanes Studies  

I-5 Near-Term and Longer-
Term HOV Lane 
Recommendations (2023)  

Legislative report identifying opportunities to improve HOV 
lane systemwide performance on I-5 in the Puget Sound 
region.  

Final Report Complete  

Managed Lanes Vehicle 
Occupancy Verification 
Pilot Scope and Action Plan 
(2025)  

Framework for an automated vehicle occupancy verification 
pilot project, to be deployed on a freeway corridor with 
existing Express/Toll Lanes, as funding becomes available.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 HOV Bypass Ramp 
Metering Opportunities 
Assessment (2025)  

Assesses benefits and implications of eliminating existing 
HOV bypass of ramp meters, and adding ramp meters to 
existing unmetered lanes on I-5 entrance ramps between the 
King/Pierce County Line and SR 531 (Arlington); includes 
high-level scope to guide future detailed analyses.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 System-to-System 
Ramp Metering 
Opportunities Assessment 
(2025)  

Assesses benefits and implications of adding ramp metering 
to existing “system-to-system” ramps on I-5 between the 
King/Pierce County Line and SR 531 (Arlington); includes 
high-level scope to guide future detailed analyses.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Dynamic HOV Lanes 
Opportunities Assessment 
(2025)  

Assesses benefits and implications of implementing “dynamic 
HOV lanes” to fill HOV system gaps on I-5 in the Puget 
Sound region; summarizes best practices, identifies potential 
candidate segments for deployment, and provides a high-
level scope to guide future detailed analyses.  

Final Report Complete  

Seismic, Climate, Natural Hazards and Resiliency Studies  

I-5 Seismic Report and 
Funding Request (2022)  

Legislative report providing a high-level seismic risk 
assessment of I-5 structures between Boeing Field and Lake 
City Way; recommends future actions to mitigate seismic 
risk.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Strategic Corridor 
Opportunities (2023)  

Provides an initial summary of I-5 resilience projects having 
potential to compete for near-term federal grant 
opportunities.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Seismic Representative 
Bridge Study (2025)  

Study of a representative group of I-5 bridges between 
Boeing Field and Lake City Way to assess the feasibility of 
meeting WSDOT’s “Recovery Bridge Performance Criteria” 
through retrofits or replacements; builds on the 2022 I-5 
Seismic Report and Funding Request.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Climate and Natural 
Hazards Vulnerability 
Assessment (2025)  

Corridor-wide assessment of I-5’s vulnerability to natural 
hazards, including seismic and severe weather events.  

Final Report Complete  
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Work Product   Description  Status  

Innovative Transportation Studies  

Emerging Technology Scan 
(2025)  

Describes dozens of emerging transportation technologies, 
assesses their deployment “readiness,” and identifies 
potential deployment opportunities for the I-5 corridor.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Innovation Concept 
Papers (2025)  

Discusses topics including Transportation-as-a-Service, 
Flexible/Adaptive Infrastructure, Right-of-Way Optimization, 
and Emerging Technologies, and their potential for 
deployment on the I-5 corridor.   

Final Report Complete  

Other Studies/Resources  

Seattle I-5 Ramp 
Reconfiguration Study 
(2024)  

Legislative report assessing, at a high level, implications of 
reconfiguring and/or removing I-5 entrance and exit ramps 
in Seattle’s downtown and University District.  

Final Report Complete  

I-5 Master Plan Future 
Phases and Funding Plan 
(2024)   

Outlines the work and funding needed to complete the I-5 
Master Plan.  

Final Report Complete 
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Appendix B:  
2026 ESSB 6005, Section 218 (2)(a-d) 
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Appendix B: 2026 ESSB 6005, Section 218 (2)(a-d) 
 
(2) $5,400,000 of the move ahead WA account*—state appropriation and the entire move ahead WA 
flexible account—state appropriation are provided solely for Interstate 5 planning. The work under this 
subsection must include, but is not limited to, the following:  

a. Continued development of an Interstate 5 master plan;   
b. Advancing seismic vulnerability analyses;  
c. An interim report on the progress of the Interstate 5 master plan to the transportation 

committees of the Legislature and the office of financial management by June 30, 2026; and   
d. An assessment of Interstate 5 on-ramps in the core area of the interstate system from the Pierce 

county line in Federal Way to state route number 531/Smokey Point boulevard in Arlington to 
evaluate installing new meters or revising high occupancy vehicle bypasses at existing meters 
and prioritize locations for ramp meter installations or high occupancy vehicle bypass 
conversions.  
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Appendix C:  
Additional I-5 Reports submitted to the 

Legislature in 2024−2025  
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Appendix C: Additional I-5 Reports submitted to 
the Legislature in 2024−2025 

 
Coordinated Transportation System Planning for Western Washington, November 2025  

I-5 Master Plan Future Phases and Funding Plan, December 2024  

 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/CoordinatedTransportation-Report-SystemPlanningForWesternWashington-November2025.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/I5-Master-Plan-Future-Phases-Funding-Plan-Report-December2024.pdf
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