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Introduction

Per the 2025-27 Supplemental Transportation Budget, ESSB 6005, Section 212 (1), the following report is
provided to the Legislature identifying the recommended selection of sustainable aviation projects for
funding by the Legislature from the Sustainable Aviation Grant Program for Airports.

l. Executive Summary

The primary purpose of this report is to address the assigned task from ESSB 6005 for the Washington
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to identify the selection of sustainable aviation projects
for funding by the Legislature.

The purpose of the grant program is to support projects that advance the state of sustainable aviation
technology and lead to future innovation.

The department recommends funding seven projects totaling $3,474,504.

The recommended projects are organized into three categories reflecting what each project
accomplishes.

Category 1 - Electric aircraft charging infrastructure
Category 2 - Solar power generation
Category 3 - Airport ground equipment electrification

Funding projects from each category will accomplish three specific objectives identified by WSDOT
Aviation.

Objective 1 — Establish a low-cost Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) network within the Puget Sound
Region that can serve underserved hospitals for emergency response, and an alternative
I-5 corridor transportation mode.

Objective 2 — Establish or facilitate solar power generation.

Objective 3 - Provide electric airport ground equipment and solar-powered LED lighting.

Il.  Sustainable Aviation Grant Program for Airports

In September 2022, WSDOT established an application process and evaluation criteria for the
Sustainable Aviation Grants Program for Airports. WSDOT submitted its first report to the Legislature
identifying an initial list of projects recommended for funding through the new grant Dec. 1, 2022.
During the 2023 legislative session, the Legislature passed, and Governor Inslee subsequently signed
into law ESHB 1125 providing funding for the recommended projects during the 2023-2025 biennium.
The legislation also directed the Department of Transportation to identify and recommend a selection of
sustainable aviation projects for funding by the Legislature in the 2025-2027 biennium.

In July 2024 WSDOT revised the application process, including incorporating an environmental justice
component into the application documentation and evaluation criteria and adjusting the list of eligible
projects identified in ESHB 1125. In March 2026 WSDOT again revised the application to include
advanced air mobility.


https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6005-S.SL.pdf?q=20260826150233

Based on the criteria outlined in ESSB 6005, eligible projects may include, but are not limited to:

e Mobile battery charging technology
e Hydrogen electrolyzers and storage
® Electric ground equipment

e Hangar charging technology

Projects are evaluated on their ability to advance the state of sustainable aviation technology and lead
to future innovation, reduce the harmful effects of aviation-related emissions, reduce the reliance on
fossil fuels and to reduce environmental health disparities and create environmental benefits to
overburdened communities and vulnerable populations.

WSDOT Aviation staff evaluated applications based on the following criteria:

® Project helps the airport become more environmentally sustainable -15
e Project supports future sustainable aviation technologies and/or Advanced Air Mobility -15
® Project reduces dependence on fossil fuels -15

® Project increases the airport’s ability to produce sustainable energy or reduces reliance on grid
infrastructure -15

® Project provides Emergency Management Services (EMS) and environmental benefits to
identified overburdened and vulnerable communities -15

e Demonstrated need for project -10
e Project reduces or offsets greenhouse gas emissions -15

® Local matching funds provided (No matching funds are required for the grant; however,
providing local matching funds will increase the overall points earned for the application) - 10

® Readiness to proceed - 10

Total points possible -120

l. Selection of Sustainable Aviation Projects

The department solicited funding applications from airport sponsors with a July 17, 2026, deadline. The
solicitation was widely advertised on the WSDOT Aviation Division’s website, emailed to airport
sponsors and consultants, and included in the monthly newsletter “Washington Skies”. Additionally, the
announcement was republished by the Washington Airport Management Association’s biweekly
“WAMA Waypoints”.

Applications were received from 12 airports requesting nearly $4.2 million in Sustainable Aviation Grant
funding for 12 separate projects that can be broken down into three categories: Electric aircraft charging
infrastructure, solar power generation, and airport ground equipment electrification.



Sustainable Aviation Grant Program for Airports
— Applications July 2026

Sustainable
Aviation
Local Grant Project
Project Funds ($) Funds ($) Total ($)
Chehalis-Centralia Electric Aircraft Charging 0 60,000 60,000
Infrastructure
King County International-  Electric Aircraft Charging 7,000 63,000 70,000
Boeing Field Infrastructure
Auburn Municipal Electric Aircraft Charging 0 125,000 125,000
Infrastructure
Pangborn Memorial Electric Aircraft Charging 10,000 190,000 200,000
Infrastructure
Davenport Municipal Electric Aircraft Charging 13,158 250,000 263,158
Infrastructure
Renton Municipal Electric Aircraft Charging 137,515 750,000 887,515
Infrastructure
William R. Fairchild Electric Aircraft Charging 139,500 790,500 930,000
International — Port Infrastructure
Angeles
Olympia Regional Electric Aircraft Charging 260,000 1,040,000 1,300,000
Infrastructure
Deer Park Municipal Electric Maintenance and 3,947 75,000 78,947
Operations Vehicle
Arlington Municipal Solar-powered LED Taxiway 229,003 229,004 458,007
Lights
Orcas Island Solar Carport Canopy 15,263 290,000 305,263
Friday Harbor Solar Carport Canopy 15,789 300,000 315,789
Total 831,175 4,162,504 4,993,679

Il.  Projects Recommended for Funding

Applications were independently reviewed and scored based on the established scoring criteria by four
Aviation Division staff members and one Public Transportation Division member. Generally, electric
aircraft charging infrastructure projects ranked highest, followed by solar power generation projects,
then electrification of airport ground equipment.

The department is recommending seven projects for funding at a total amount of $3,474,504. This
recommendation is organized into three categories which reflect the committee’s project groupings and
fund the highest-scoring projects within each group while also being cognizant of state budget
constraints. This recommendation diversifies the state’s investment in sustainable projects to achieve
the department’s identified objectives.




Sustainable Aviation Grant Program for Airports — Projects
Recommended for Funding FY2028

Sustainable

Local Aviation .
Grant Project Total ($)

- Funds(¢$p

Airport Project Funds ($)

Renton Municipal Electric Aircraft Charging 137,515 750,000 887,515
Infrastructure

Olympia Regional Electric Aircraft Charging 260,000 1,040,000 1,300,000
Infrastructure

William R. Fairchild . .

International — Port Electric Aircraft Charging 139,500 790,500 930,000
Infrastructure

Angeles

Total — Category 1 Projects 537,015 2,580,500 3,117,515

Friday Harbor Solar Carport Canopy 15,789 300,000 315,789

Orcas Island Solar Carport Canopy 15,263 290,000 305,263

Total — Category 2 Projects 31,052 590,000 621,052

Electric Maintenance and

Deer Park Municipal Operations Vehicle 3,947 75,000 590,000
Arlington Municipal Solar-powered LED Taxiway Lights 229,003 229,004 458,007
Total — Category 3 Projects 232,950 304,004 536,954

801,017 3,474,504 4,275,521

Aircraft Charging Infrastructure Projects Promoting an Advanced Air Mobility Network in
the Puget Sound Region

Aircraft charging infrastructure projects represent the strongest applications in the cycle. The three
recommended aircraft charging projects ranked highest among all 12 applications received. The
sponsors demonstrate substantial local support, committing approximately $537,000 in local funds,
accounting for 65 percent of all local funding offered in this cycle.

Together they form a connected Western Washington corridor rather than three isolated installations.
Renton and Olympia each reach six of the seven hospital destinations evaluated for this program, and
Port Angeles reaches five. All three carry full airport-to-airport connectivity and link directly to one
another, extending service from the Olympic Peninsula through the Puget Sound basin to the South
Sound.



Mission Types Served by the Electric Aircraft Charging Projects

Mission 1: Hospital Mission 2: Airport S.us_talnable
o . Aviation Grant
Destinations Served Connections
Funds ($)
Renton Municipal 6 of 7 70of7 750,000
Olympia Regional 6 of 7 70of7 1,040,000

William R. Fairchild International -

Port of Port Angeles Sof7 7of7 790,500

Hospitals Served by Electric Aircraft Charging Projects

Reachable from Aircraft Electric Charging

A CEPE O ) Infrastructure Projects

MultiCare Covington Medical Center Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles
MultiCare Auburn Medical Center Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles
Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital, Tacoma Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles
MultiCare Good Samaritan, Puyallup Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles
UW Medical Center — Northwest Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles
MultiCare Capital Medical Center, Olympia Renton and Olympia

MultiCare Deaconess Hospital, Spokane None

e City of Renton — Renton Municipal Airport:

The project includes procurement and installation of electric aircraft charging infrastructure.
Renton is the most centrally positioned site on the AAM network, sitting within round-trip range
of six of the seven hospital destinations evaluated. The application demonstrated strength in
advanced air mobility support and readiness to proceed. The airport sponsor is contributing
approximately $138,000 in local funds.

e Port of Olympia — Olympia Regional Airport:

The project includes procurement and installation of electric aircraft charging infrastructure
serving the south Puget Sound. Olympia anchors the southern end of the recommended
corridor. From this location, aircraft can reach six of the seven hospital destinations. The airport
sponsor is contributing approximately $260,000 in local funds.



e Port of Port Angeles — William R. Fairchild International Airport:

The project includes procurement and installation of electric aircraft charging infrastructure on
the Olympic Peninsula. Port Angeles serves a community whose surface connection to the Puget
Sound metropolitan area requires either a ferry crossing or a lengthy drive around Hood Canal.
This location reaches five of the seven hospital destinations by air. The airport is the closest
mainland airport to Victoria, British Columbia, positioning Washington to demonstrate cross-
border advanced air mobility operations under the Federal Aviation Administration's Electric
Vertical/Takeoff and Lift (eVTOL) Integration Pilot Program (elPP). The airport sponsor is
contributing approximately $140,000 in local funds.

Solar Power Generation Projects

These two solar power generation projects serve island airports in San Juan County. Neither installs
aircraft charging, so neither appears in the department’s AAM network analysis; their value is of a
different kind. Both airports serve island communities whose only surface connection to the mainland is
by ferry, and both operate on constrained electrical service where the connection cost of any future
aircraft charging installation would be substantial. Renewable power generation installed now reduces
that future cost and reduces grid dependence today.

e Port of Friday Harbor — Friday Harbor Airport:

The project includes procurement and installation of a solar carport canopy to offset airport
power use. Friday Harbor is a community with no fixed surface link to the mainland. Critical and
specialty medical care is provided off island. The project reduces the airport's reliance on grid
infrastructure serving San Juan County and lowers the cost of future electrification at the site.
The airport sponsor is contributing approximately $16,000 in local funds.

e Port of Orcas — Orcas Island Airport:

The project includes procurement and installation of a solar carport canopy to offset existing
airport electric vehicle chargers and a future electric aircraft charger. Among the applications
that do not build AAM network infrastructure, Orcas Island holds the clearest connection to
advanced air mobility, as its scope expressly anticipates aircraft charging at the site. The airport
sponsor is contributing approximately $15,000 in local funds.

Airport Ground Equipment and Lighting Projects

These two projects electrify airport ground equipment and install solar-powered LED taxiway lighting.
Both are sound projects that reduce fossil fuel dependence at general aviation airports and are
recommended on that basis.

e City of Deer Park — Deer Park Municipal Airport:

The project includes purchase of an electric, four-wheel drive airport operations and
maintenance vehicle, outfitted with airport identification, a roof-mounted flashing light, and an
aviation radio. With established electric vehicle charger infrastructure at the airport, this project



would result in a reduction of fossil fuel use and greenhouse gas emissions. The airport sponsor
is contributing approximately $4,000 in local funds.

e City of Arlington — Arlington Municipal Airport:

The project includes installation of solar-powered LED taxiway edge lighting on Taxiways Delta
and Echo, which are currently unlit and marked only with reflectors. The project improves
visibility and makes the airport safer and more reliable for aircraft operations and does so
without drawing grid power. The airport sponsor is contributing approximately $229,000 in local
funds, matching the grant request dollar for dollar.

lll.  Consideration for the Legislature

Inclusion of Eastern Washington in Advanced Air Mobility Network — Funding
Recommendation

The funding recommendation in this report intentionally omits extending the AAM network to Eastern
Washington and instead focuses on establishing an inaugural AAM network in Western Washington that
will provide the greatest return on the state’s investment. All three recommended aircraft charging
infrastructure sites, Renton, Olympia, and Port Angeles, are located west of the Cascade crest. The
department's AAM network analysis found that transiting between Western and Eastern Washington is
achievable by way of Pangborn Memorial Airport in Wenatchee, located midway between Auburn
Municipal on the west side and Davenport Municipal on the east. At this time neither Pangborn nor
Auburn is among the projects recommended for funding.

Omitting Eastern Washington from the AAM network creates an additional deficiency in accessing
critical healthcare. MultiCare Deaconess Hospital in Spokane is the only critical care hospital east of the
Cascade crest. Due to the hospital’s distance from Renton, Olympia and Port Angeles, current AAM
airframes in development are not capable of flying the extended distance.

Funding Pangborn Memorial (5190,000) and Davenport Municipal (5250,000) electric aircraft charging
infrastructure would address both deficiencies at a cost of $440,000, bringing the total recommendation
to $3,914,504.00. The two projects serve distinct functions, and neither depends on the other to deliver
its benefit. Pangborn enables the proposed AAM network to extend to Eastern Washington, while
Davenport restores direct access to MultiCare Deaconess Hospital.
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