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Over recent biennia – most recently in the 2023-25 biennium – the legislature has appropriated funds to 
the University of Washington, via proviso, to increase degree production in the Paul G. Allen School of 
Computer Science & Engineering. 

These provisos are accompanied by a requirement that a progress report be submitted annually to the 
legislature. ESSB 5998 requires these reports by June 30, 2026, and June 30, 2027. This is the first of those 
two reports, 

Annual degree targets funded by recent provisos 

Below is the history of Allen School annual degree targets funded by recent provisos: 

2013-15: growth funded to 395 annual degrees 
2015-17: growth funded to 505 annual degrees 
2017-19: growth funded to 620 annual degrees 
2019-21: no additional growth funded 
2021-23: growth funded to 720 annual degrees 
2023-25: growth funded to 820 annual degrees 
2025-27: no additional growth funded 

Annual degrees awarded 

When funding is committed, the Allen School immediately enrolls sufficient students to meet the 
committed degree target. Of course, it takes several years for those students to complete their programs 
and receive their degrees, so there is a lag in achieving the targets. Below is the history of Allen School 
annual degrees awarded: 

2013-14 academic year: 317 degrees awarded 
2014-15 academic year: 360 degrees awarded 
2015-16 academic year: 354 degrees awarded 
2016-17 academic year: 365 degrees awarded 
2017-18 academic year: 445 degrees awarded 
2018-19 academic year: 566 degrees awarded 
2019-20 academic year: 602 degrees awarded 
2020-21 academic year: 637 degrees awarded 
2021-22 academic year: 735 degrees awarded1 
2022-23 academic year: 727 degrees awarded 
2023-24 academic year: 755 degrees awarded 

 
1 As a side-effect of Covid, a number of students accelerated their graduation – they completed their degrees in 2021-22 rather than 
in 2022-23. The number of degrees awarded in 2021-22, 735, was greater than we anticipated, which resulted in a slightly reduced 
number in 2022-23. The number of degrees awarded in 2023-24 is what we had projected; 2021-22 and 2022-23 were Covid-induced 
anomalies. 
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2024-25 academic year: 811 degrees awarded 
2025-26 academic year: ~882 degrees awarded2 

We have consistently been well ahead of schedule in achieving our targets. The target of 720 annual 
degrees, funded in the 2021-23 biennium, was committed to be met by FY27 (the 2026-27 academic year) 
and was achieved in FY22 (the 2021-22 academic year). The target of 820 annual degrees, funded in the 
2023-25 biennium, was committed to be met by FY29 (the 2028-29 academic year), was almost achieved 
in FY 25 (the 2024-25 academic year), and will be significantly exceeded in FY26 (the current 2025-26 
academic year). 

Waitlist for entry into the program 

The Allen School does not maintain a wait list. The number of Bachelor’s candidates who apply to the 
Allen School vastly exceeds our capacity – although not all of these applicants are fully qualified for 
University of Washington or Allen School admission. For the 2025-26 academic year, here are the 
statistics: 

• Allen School Direct Admission from high school (roughly 65% of students): 6,946 applicants, 12% 
offered admission. 
o Importantly, Allen School Direct Admission is strongly focused on Washington students. The 

admission rate for Washington applicants was 36% (still far too low – additional growth is 
needed!), and 86% of incoming freshmen were from Washington. The admission rate for non-
Washington applicants (students from other states and nations) was 4.6%. 

• Transfer applicants (roughly 10% of students): 384 applicants, 20% offered admission. 
• Current University of Washington students (roughly 25% of students): 502 applicants, 30% offered 

admission. 

Program graduation rate 

The Allen School graduates more than 90% of the Bachelor’s candidates who enroll. The graduation rate 
varies by the origin of the student: 

• Allen School Direct Admission from high school: Roughly 90% receive Allen School degrees. The 
vast majority of the remainder receive University of Washington degrees from some other 
program – these students are “interest changers” who discover during their freshman year that 
some other major is a better match for them. 

• Transfer applicants: Roughly 95% receive Allen School degrees. 
• Current University of Washington students: Nearly 100% of these students receive Allen School 

degrees. These students are “interest changers” who apply to the Allen School following a 
successful freshman year, having discovered that the Allen School is the best match for them. 

  

 
2 Estimate – final data not yet available. 



 

UW Paul G. Allen School Proviso Report – June 2026 p. 3 

Time to degree completion 

Bachelor’s candidates enter the Allen School with varying levels of college credit from their prior 
education (Advanced Placement, UW in the High School, Running Start, transfer students from 
Washington’s Community & Technical Colleges, freshman year at UW as a pre-major or a major in some 
other field). Roughly 15% of our entering students graduate in 2 years, 30% graduate in 3 years, 50% 
graduate in 4 years, and 5% graduate in 5 years. The average time from Allen School entry to degree 
completion is between 3¼ and 3½ years. 


