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Background and Introduction 
In 2019, the Washington State Legislature passed Substitute Senate Bill 5550 (SSB 5550), 
which created the Pesticide Application Safety Committee (PASCO) under RCW 
70.104.110. The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) and the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture (WSDA) co-chair the 11-member committee. The Legislature 
tasked PASCO with developing recommendations to improve the safety of pesticide 
applications. To support PASCO's efforts, SSB 5550 also established an advisory 
workgroup responsible for collecting information and making recommendations to 
PASCO. In 2025, House Bill 1294 extended RCW 70.104.110 for an additional ten years, 
through June 30, 2035. The committee charter can be found here.  

PASCO must provide an annual report documenting the committee’s progress to the 
Legislature and may include recommendations that the committee determines necessary 
by May 1 of each year. This report fulfills that requirement and covers committee meetings 
from December 1, 2024, through November 30, 2025. PASCO meetings occurred on June 
16, August 28, and November 19 of 2025. The advisory work group met six times between 
December 20, 2024, and April 9, 2025. 

PASCO’s overall goals are to reduce human pesticide exposures, increase health and 
safety measures within pesticide application processes, and make recommendations 
aligned with these goals. Some of the main topics discussed during this reporting period 
include: 

• Sharing data and processes between the Washington State Departments of Health, 
Labor and Industries, and Agriculture.   

• Revising investigative and reporting processes to make them more helpful for 
both agricultural workers and agency staff  

• Building and maintaining partnerships between state agencies, 
agricultural workers, and managers through education, training, and needs 
assessments.  

• Creating and implementing short- and long-term goals, scopes of work, and 
measures of success through the creation of a two-year work plan and an eight-year 
framework and plan. 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.104.110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.104.110
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/PASCO-Charter.pdf
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PASCO and its advisory work group are set to continue their foundational work while also 
exploring new avenues for actionable, measurable work. By prioritizing engagement, 
education, and efficiency, PASCO aims to foster a safer environment for all Washington 
residents, demonstrating a steadfast commitment to public health and safety in the face of 
evolving challenges. Moving forward, there are six major topic areas that the PASCO 
committee and work group have agreed to consider further: 

• Safer technologies and incentives 
• Training, education, and language access 
• Improved communications and reporting systems 
• Baseline data on types and quantities of applications 
• Coordinated surveillance systems 
• Clear and measurable deliverables 

WSDA plans to distribute a survey to the committee and work group members to gain 
additional insights about these topic areas to help shape the two and eight-year plans.  

 

Activities Report 
PASCO meetings were held on June 16, August 28, and November 19 of 2025 (see 
Appendix 1 for detailed meeting materials or the PASCO website for additional meeting 
information). During the meeting on June 16, 2025, the PASCO advisory work group 
provided a report of their meeting discussions from meetings held on December 20, 2024, 
and January 10, February 14, February 28, March 14, and April 9 in 2025. The key work 
below includes discussions and updates from those meetings.  

Key Work  
• Need for high-quality shared data (including descriptive case narratives and 

baseline data for measurables) between agencies. The work group is digging into 
what variables need to be included in data tools.  

• Provide more support, education, and open dialogue for workers and farm 
owners/managers during investigative and reporting processes.   

• More coordination and communication (shared reporting templates, referral 
systems, quarterly case review meetings, and increasing the number of staff 
and field training) between involved agencies.   

• Create a two-year work plan (2025-2027) and an eight-year vision plan (2028-
2035) to determine objectives, measurable goals, and scopes of work for work 
group and committee members.   

https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/environmental-health/pesticides/application-safety-committee
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• Need for more involvement and membership for the advisory work group. 
Brainstorm who else needs to be at the table and consider whether a group that 
addresses exposure outside of the agricultural sector needs to be formed. 

• The group continued to express support of WSDA’s Agricultural Leadership 
Program, though the program did not receive funding and will be ending. WSDA’s 
Technical Services and Education Program (TSEP) will continue to promote and 
educate on safer pesticide use.   

• Create a formal process for PASCO to make recommendations to the 
legislature. The group agreed on the need for a quorum and a simple majority voting 
process, if necessary.  

• Need more emphasis on determining root cause of exposure—will need quality 
data for this.  

Ongoing Activities  
• Creating a shared data set that includes investigation data from WSDA, L&I and 

DOH.  
• Tri-agency collaboration (quarterly meetings), TSEP Manager’s monthly meeting.  
• Agricultural Leadership Program   

Decisions 
• Create a two-year work plan and an eight-year framework and plan that establish 

focus areas and measures of success. 
 

Future Work 
Two-Year Work Plan: July 2025 – June 2027 

• Redesign legislative report. Due to DOH staffing constraints, this report is more 
limited in nature and WSDA is providing additional support with administrative 
PASCO duties, including this report.  

• Updated charter outlining voting process.  
• Focused set of activities continuing as we develop the plan.  

Eight-Year Vision Plan: July 2027 – June 2035 
• Establish priority areas for PASCO work. 
• Establish measurable goals for priority areas.   

  



4 
 

Future reports will list activities and progress using the following categories: 
• Data 
• Best practices and protocols, including safter technologies and incentives 
• Communication, outreach and education 
• Reporting of acute illnesses  
• External partners 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1: PASCO Committee Meeting Materials 
June 16, 2025   

• Pesticide Application Safety Committee Meeting Materials June 16, 2025  
• Pesticide Application Safety Committee Meeting Notes, June 16, 2025  
• PASCO Meeting - Zoom  

 
August 28, 2025   

• Pesticide Application Safety Committee Meeting Materials Aug 28, 2025   
• Pesticide Application Safety Committee Meeting Notes Aug 28, 2025  
• Pesticide Application Safety Committee - Zoom  

 
November 19, 2025   

• PASCO Meeting Packet Nov19 2025  
• Pesticide Application Safety Committee - Zoom  

 

  

  

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/PASC-MeetingMaterials-6-16-25.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/PASC-MeetingNotes-6-16-25.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/Ckq4IlEFDGz4cax5oLU8KxwFhMGowFwk_kSAQbzcei8IdPorP4iRJzaelOBZ7usma8f7EKPZxooDvbbj.BOcW-d4pg8q5zYXt?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1750089338000&oldStyle=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2a4HvqpUw20v5h0ZeO2q_hcrO16i8eeUMthZu5OjcJRiuTo3y0XrlQMwQyxGb0rh.bHPc-3clduJ65ywt%3FstartTime%3D1750089338000
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/PASC-MeetingMaterialsPP-8-28-25.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/PASC-MeetingNotes-8-28-25.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/lN_Lvl0_IqCM48A9i381fDaDHkKsKghr6teg_3EwEmhmTe5fqpquYCqkIhNenaIXQqVvjeRJKLyzad8A.xXJXgntZQyCzT1Mg?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1756411115000&oldStyle=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FtnXclWnhS8JqMF4d4iZPr31cPEZPWK_xukfgi6z33pt2FWhYji2eMS2rVUtyYUYH.mQ9u0FPKOHn1jcCC%3FstartTime%3D1756411115000
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/PASCO_MeetingPacket_Nov2025.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/OMDk1NamsMidz5qCpNW6xVJzQEkQTWj5HtHenOqzJXIN9yD4XZf9xiXGkjMwFhb3FDz5tfkGltvU5tzG.2iVMRvW_7QzPfzi-?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&oldStyle=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FoDg1TucVcUQvLIt-cSPyZEPoQC0bPG0g1RXtM1c_EBaL3kv-3s448B93BdIhuTrS.g5YOBP5JJc5UYVhz
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Appendix 2: List of PASCO Committee Members 
• Committee Co-Chair 

o Lauren Jenks, Assistant Secretary, Environmental Public Health Division, 
Washington State Department of Health (DOH) 

o Kelly McLain, Assistant Director, Agricultural Environmental Services 
Division, Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)  

• Senate Democrat Caucus  
o Senator Rebecca Saldaña, 37th Legislative District 

• Senate Republican Caucus 
o Senator Judy Warnick, 13th Legislative District 

• House Democrat Caucus 
o Representative Lillian Ortiz-Self, 21st Legislative District 

• House Republican Caucus  
o Representative Tom Dent, 13th Legislative District 

• Washington State Department of Labor and Industries (L&I)  
o Craig Blackwood, Assistant Director 

• Washington State Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) 
o Calvin Ohlson-Kiehn, Assistant Division Manager for Forest Resources 

• College of Agricultural, Human and Natural Resource Sciences, Washington State 
University  

o Holly Neibergs, Assistant Director 
• Washington State University Cooperative Extension  

o Gwen Hoheisel, Pesticide Safety Education Coordinator 
• University of Washington, Pacific NW Agricultural Safety and Health Center  

o Eddie Kasner, Research Scientist and Outreach Director 
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Appendix 3: List of Advisory Work Group Members 
• Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) 

o Ofelio Borges, Technical Services and Education Program Manager  
• Employee organizations representing farm workers 

o Elizabeth Torres, Northwest Communities’ Education Center/ Radio KDNA   
o Lupe Sanchez, Opportunities Industrialization Center of Washington 

• Farmworkers with expertise in pesticide application 
o Josh Gefre, Mercer Canyon Farms 
o Vacant 

• Community and Migrant Health Centers 
o Vacant 

• Toxicologist 
o Matthew Keifer, Internal Medicine/Occupational Medicine Specialist 

Professor Emeritus Medicine and Public Health, University of Washington 
• Growers using air blast sprayers 

o April Clayton, Red Apple Orchards 
• Growers using aerial pesticide applications 

o Lynn Olsen, L J Olsen Inc 
• Growers employing fumigation for pesticide application 

o Kees Weyns, Weyns Farm 
• Aerial applicators  

o Erin Morse, Washington Aerial Applicators 
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