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November 25, 2025 
 
 
The Honorable Bernard Dean    The Honorable Sarah Bannister 
Chief Clerk of the House    Secretary of the Senate 
338B Legislative Building    312 Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504     Olympia, WA 98504 
 
 
Dear Chief Clerk Dean and Secretary Bannister: 
 
Please accept the enclosed report submitted on behalf of Department of Natural Resources (DNR), as 
directed by the Legislature in section 310 (7) of the 2025-2027 Operating Budget (C 424, L 25). The bill 
directs DNR to report to the Governor and Legislature on the previous wildfire season as recommended 
by the Wildfire Suppression Funding and Costs (18-02) report of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review 
Committee. The first report is due December 1, 2025, with this subsequent follow up report due 
December 1, 2026. 

An addition to the 2025 Wildfire Season report is the inclusion of reporting requirements under ESHB 
1498 (C 457, L 23) sections 2 and 5, an act related to aviation assurance funding in response to wildland 
fires. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 253-740-6772 or pat.sullivan@dnr.wa.gov 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Pat Sullivan  
Director of Governmental and External Affairs  
Office of the Commissioner of Public Lands 
 
 
Enclosure: Legislative Report – Wildfire Season 2025 
 
 
cc: Members of the Senate Ways & Means Committee 

Members of the House Appropriations Committee 



2 
 

Members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee 
Members of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee 
Members of the Senate Environment, Energy, & Technology Committee 
Members of the House Environment & Energy Committee 
Owen Rowe – Senior Policy Advisor, Natural Resources, Office of the Governor  
Matthew Hunter – Senior Budget Advisor, Natural Resources, Office of Financial Management  
Lisa Borkowski – Budget Advisor, Natural Resources, Office of Financial Management  
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Please note that these statistics are derived from regional input of data into the Fire Incident 
Reporting System, an internal DNR system. Statistics may vary throughout the season until 
finalized at the end of the calendar year. Statistics and other fire season information presented 
here are the most up-to-date and accurate information provided through Sept. 30, 2025. The 
large fires described in this report are those fires that started on DNR protection or are otherwise 
of interest to DNR. This report does not include details or statistics for all agency fires, except in 
those instances where DNR was directly involved in supporting those fires. The DNR Fire Year 
ends on December 31, 2025, and an end of year statistical report will be made available on or 
around February 1, 2026. 
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Executive Summary  
Introduction: 

 
The 2025 wildfire season in Washington was defined by severe drought, record heat, and late-season 
lightning that produced widespread fire activity across the state. Despite these challenges, the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and partner agencies maintained strong preparedness and 
rapid-response performance, containing 94.2 percent of fires under 10 acres and preventing major 
community losses. No civilian or firefighter fatalities occurred.  
 
Washington experienced 1,102 fires on DNR-protected lands, the third lowest total since 2016. While 24 
large fires burned 182,969 acres statewide, total acreage on DNR jurisdiction (75,897 acres) was well 
below the 10-year average. The largest incidents—Lower Sugarloaf, Labor Mountain, Rattlesnake, and 
Bear Gulch—were driven by drought-stressed fuels and early-September heat. About 60 percent of 
burned acres were forested.  
 
Highlights you will see in this report: 

 
• Fire Season Summary describing key events and actions throughout the 2025 Wildland Fire Year. 

• Fuels, Weather and Fire Danger, with an analysis of factors that drove fire activity in 2025. 

• Statistical overview, including Large Fire data and Ownership Acres burned and forested vs. -non-
forested acres. 

• The DNR Aviation Program report, including fire response statistics.  

• Year-to-Date Financial detail from 2025 incidents. 

• Additional specific details on HB 1168 acquisitions and activities. 

• Aviation support to fire districts under HB 1498, Aviation Assurance Act of 2023. 

• Specific information implementation of HB 1578, Cascading Effects of Wildfire. 

• A map of large fires around Washington state.  

 
The most important objective throughout the 2025 fire year has been firefighters and public safety. As 
noted above, in 2025 there were no firefighter fatalities in Washington state. Minimizing the public 
health impacts of wildfire smoke is an ongoing challenge for fire managers. 2025 demonstrated that 
Washington’s investments in early detection, aviation, and interagency coordination are paying off. 
Despite extreme fire weather, quick containment, strategic resource sharing, and prioritizing safety 
limited losses and protected communities statewide. 
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Fire Season Overview 
Warm and dry spring weather set the stage for an elevated fire potential heading into summer. Lower 
fuel moisture levels, combined with repeated heat waves in June and July, created conditions highly 
conducive to wildfire. Despite this, significant fire activity did not emerge until late summer.  Strong 
initial attack efforts by DNR and partner agencies were evident, successfully containing many fires early 
and lowering the potential for those fires to become long-duration events.  However, there were fires 
that still required substantial resource commitments for much of the season. 
 
Persistent Early Season Fires: The Bear Gulch Fire ignited along the shores of Lake Cushman in Mason 
County on July 6. Burning actively across steep, inaccessible terrain, the fire affected some DNR-
protected lands, though most activity occurred deep within wilderness areas managed by federal fire 
agencies. By the end of September, it had burned more than 20,000 acres, making it the largest recorded 
fire on the Olympic Peninsula in the modern era of wildland fire management. 
 
Earlier in the season, the Pomas Fire (June 13) and 
Martin Fire (July 5) were sparked by lightning in the 
rugged Central Cascades of Chelan County. Both fires 
burned persistently in remote wilderness with limited 
suppression opportunities, remaining active through 
much of the summer and posing threats to remote 
infrastructure and wilderness resources. 
 
Later-Season Escalation and Other Major Fires: The 
Hope Fire ignited on July 8 in Stevens County, burning 
more than 8,000 acres southeast of Northport. One day 
later, the Western Pines Fire started in Lincoln County 
and grew to nearly 6,000 acres. On July 18, the Burdoin 
Fire began in Klickitat County, ultimately consuming almost 11,000 acres. The following day, the Lake 
Spokane Fire ignited, burning over 2,500 acres. This series of incidents led to a midseason drawdown of 
initial attack resources across Washington during July. 
 
A significant shift occurred in late August and early September, when multiple lightning storms sparked 
dozens of new fires across central and eastern Washington. These ignitions triggered a rapid escalation in 
large-fire activity, with several fires expanding quickly under hot, dry, and windy conditions. As a result, 
Washington and the Northwest Geographic Area were elevated to Preparedness Level 4, intensifying 
competition for resources at a time when other regions across the western United States were also 
experiencing large, complex fires.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: DNR File Photo. Lower Sugarloaf Fire, 
burning out southern line. 
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The notable Washington late-season incidents were as follows:  
 
 Crown Creek Complex: Ignited by lightning on August 29 in Stevens County, these fires quickly 

merged and expanded, burning more than 14,000 acres. The complex included both Crown 
Creek and Blackhawk Mountain fires. It prompted evacuations, threatened homes and 
infrastructure, and required a major interagency response. 

 Katy Creek Fire: Also sparked by lightning in Ferry County on August 30, Katy Creek reached over 
4,600 acres while being managed alongside the Crown Creek Complex. 

 Tacoma Creek Fire: This lightning-caused fire ignited on September 1 north of Cusick (Stevens 
County), burning nearly 4,000 acres in rugged terrain and prompting ongoing containment 
efforts. 

 Rattlesnake Fire: Lightning ignited this blaze in Ferry County on September 1, ultimately burning 
over 21,800 acres and raising significant concerns for nearby rural communities. 

 Lynx Mountain Fire: Located in Ferry County, the Lynx Mountain fire began in early September 
and grew rapidly to more than 8,700 acres with challenging containment due to remote forested 
terrain. 

 Lower Sugarloaf Fire: This became one of the season’s largest, 
starting September 1 north of Leavenworth (Chelan County) and 
exploding overnight from 100 acres to over 6,000, with 
evacuations ordered for local communities. By early October, it 
surpassed 42,000 acres and was still under management of a 
complex incident management team. 

 Labor Mountain Fire: Ignited on September 1 north of Cle Elum, 
also in Chelan County.  This fire burned in rugged and remote 
terrain, ultimately going on a substantial run to the east and 
crossing Highway 97 at Blewett Pass during active westerly winds 
associated with dry cold front passages.  By early October, the total 
fire size was over 40,000 acres and still under management of a 
complex incident management team. 

 Wildcat Fire: Lightning started this fire on August 25 in the William 
O. Douglas Wilderness (Yakima County). The fire grew slowly at first but eventually covered over 
9,300 acres, making it one of the larger wilderness fires of the late season. 

 
This surge of late-season fire activity filled Washington’s skies with smoke—producing some of the year’s 
worst air quality—and strained suppression resources across multiple counties. As a result, the state’s 
operational tempo for incident management and initial attack rose to exceptionally high levels.  
 
2025 Out of State Dispatches and Importing Resources 
 
Table 1 below shows the resources deployed out of state, and Table 2 shows the resources that were 
brought into the state to augment staffing and support priority incidents. These resources were in 
addition to the national system of resource mobilization and show DNR’s cooperative relationship with 
many other states and compact wildland fire agencies to prioritize initial attack fires and large DNR-
jurisdiction fires. 

Figure 2: DNR File Photo. Wildcat 
Fire in Yakima County. 
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Table 1: 2025 Out of State Dispatches – January through September 

TO STATE DNR CIMT 
MEMBERS 

FIRE 
DISTRICT 
CIMT 
MEMBERS 

DNR 
SINGLE 
RESOURCES 

FIRE 
DISTRICT 
SINGLE 
RESOURCES 

AIRCRAFT CONTRACT 
CREW 
PERSONNEL 

COUNT 
BY STATE 
OR 
COUNTRY 

Alaska   86 6 1  93 
Alberta, 
Canada 

9  45 2 1 120 177 

Arizona   3 1   4 
Arkansas   4    4 
California   87 2   89 
Colorado   4 6   10 
Florida   1    1 
Georgia   1    1 
Idaho   14 2 1  17 
Minnesota   1    1 
Missouri   1    1 
Montana 13  49 8   70 
Nevada   2    2 
New Mexico   1    1 
North Carolina    1   1 
Oklahoma   1    1 
Oregon 56 24 38 4 25  147 
Saskatchewan, 
Canada 

  10 2  40 52 

South Carolina    2   2 
Tennessee   1    1 
Texas   60    60 
Utah   4    4 
Wyoming   5 2   7 
Yukon 
Territory, 
Canada 

3      3 

TOTAL BY 
RESOURCE 
CATEGORY 

81 24 418 38 28 160 749 
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Table 2: 2025 Partner State Resource Surge Support – January through September  
LOCATION 
FROM 

HAND CREW 
PERSONNEL 

ENGINE CREW 
PERSONNEL  

AVIATION 
PERSONNEL 

OTHER SINGLE 
RESOURCE PERSONNEL 

COUNT BY STATE 

Alabama  13  7 20 
Alaska   1 1 2 
Colorado 10 11 2 3 26 
Florida   1 20 21 
Georgia  16 1 17 34 
Kansas  10   10 
Kentucky   1  1 
Louisiana    18 18 
Maine   2 2 4 
Michigan    2 2 
Minnesota   2 9 11 
Mississippi    3 3 
Montana    1 1 
New Jersey    2 2 
North 
Carolina 

20   29 49 

Oklahoma    5 5 

Rhode 
Island 

   2 2 

South 
Carolina 

   5 5 

South 
Dakota 

17   4 21 

Tennessee 22   31 53 
Virginia    20 20 

Wisconsin    5 5 
TOTAL BY 
RESOURCE 
CATEGORY 

69 50 10 186 315 
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Aviation 
In 2025, aviation operations continued to be a primary area of emphasis due to the elevated wildfire 
potential across Washington State and the strategic need to expand aerial coverage to reduce incident 
response times. DNR provided aerial support, either department-owned or contracted, to more than 
300 initial attack incidents, accumulating over 4,500 flight hours and delivering more than 16 million 
gallons of water and retardant to wildland fires statewide. 
 
To strengthen rapid response capabilities and mitigate risks to 
communities by containing fires at smaller sizes, DNR maintained a 
strong focus on the utilization of heavy aircraft. Key aviation 
initiatives undertaken during the 2025 fire season included: 
 

• Procurement of four UH-60 Black Hawk heavy helicopters 
under 89-day exclusive-use contracts 

• Acquisition of two CL-415 large air tankers (scoopers) under 
89-day contracts 

• Contracting of two large Type II air tankers for 120 days 

• Contracting multiple medium and light helicopters, three 
Aerial Supervision Airplanes, and four Single Engine Air 
Tankers (SEATs) 

 
These resources supplemented DNR’s existing aviation fleet and enhanced operational flexibility across 
the state. 
 
The UH-60 Black Hawk aircraft demonstrated exceptional performance, completing 6,554 bucket and 
tank loads and delivering over 6.2 million gallons of water—averaging approximately 1.5 million gallons 
per aircraft. DNR-owned helicopters represented the most cost-effective resource, achieving a delivery 
cost of $1.22 per gallon (see Table 3 for additional details). The CL-415 scoopers achieved the highest 
aircraft delivery volume, averaging 3.6 million gallons to fires. 
 
In addition to statewide operations, the DNR Aviation Section provided support to incidents in Oregon, 
Idaho, Canada, and on federal partner lands. These cooperative efforts contributed to a reduction in 
overall state expenditures, resulting in more than $10 million in savings on contracted aircraft costs. 
 
DNR operates a fleet of 10 Federal Excess Personnel Property (FEPP) UH-1H Bell Medium Helicopters, 1 
B206L4 Light Helicopter, 2 Kodiak K100 Multi-Mission Airplanes, 30 UAS/Drone Aircraft, 10 DOT 
Approved Helicopter refueling vehicles, 2 Portable Airtanker Bases (1168), and 3 Mobile Airbases that 
can rapidly deploy through-out the state or to our neighboring state partners as needed 365 days a year.  
DNR Rotor, Fixed, and UAS aircraft provide cost savings of over $15,000,000 dollars per year over 
contracting the same assets. For 2025, DNR-owned aviation assets flew more than 1,500 hours, 
supporting 242 fire incidents, delivering over 1.2 million gallons of water, with a response time to fires 
averaging 16 minutes or less. 

Figure 3: DNR File Photo. Helicopter 
crew staying clear of aircraft. 
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Table 3: Aviation Flight Time and Delivery by Aircraft Type 
 

Aircraft Type Owner Flight 
Time 

Water 
Delivered 

(gal) 

Drops/Loads Remarks 

Exclusive Use Contractors and Owned Aircraft 
Light Fixed Wing 
(Kodiak) HB 1168 

DNR 475+ NA N/A Increase of 200 hours 
from 2024 
2 aircraft 

Light Fixed Wing – 
Air Attack – EUC  

Contractor 654 NA N/A Increase of 215 hours 
from 2024 
3 aircraft 

Single Engine Air 
Tankers – EUC 

Contractor 192 1.06m 1,513 Decrease of 252 hours 
from 2024 
4 aircraft 

Type II Large Air 
Tankers – EUC 

Contractor 267 1.3m 455 Increase of 10 hours 
from 2024  
2 aircraft 

Type III CL-415 
Scoopers – EUC 

Contractor 510 3.6m 
1.8m per 
aircraft 

1,107 Increase of 50 hours 
from 2024 
2 aircraft 
Most Water per 
aircraft 

Type III – B206L4 – 
DNR – Civil 

DNR 100+ NA NA Same as 2024 

Type II – UH-1H – 
FEPP helicopters 

DNR 1000+ 1.35m 5,523 Same as 2024 

Type I – UH-60s – 
EUC  

Contractor 757 6.2m 
1.5m per 
aircraft 

6,554 Increase of 50 hours 
from 2024 
4 aircraft 
Most Loads per aircraft 

Surge (WAARNG) and Call When Needed Contractor (Surge) 
Type I – UH-60  WAARNG NA NA NA No Use for 2025 
Type I – CH-47 WAARNG NA NA NA No Use for 2025 
Type II – UH-1H - 
CWN 

Contractor 31 44K 182 1 aircraft – Surge  

Type II Large Air 
Tanker - CWN 

Contractor 100 250K 98 1 aircraft – Surge  

Type I – UH-60 - 
CWN 

Contractor 93 512K 676 1 aircraft – Surge  

UAS/Drone DNR 120  315 flights N/A Increase of 100 hours 
from 2024 - 30 aircraft 

TOTAL ALL 4,299 15.1m 16,108 Total Aircraft Used: 29 
aircraft, 12 UAS 
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Fire Weather, Fuels, and Fire Danger  
From January through September, climate conditions across Washington strongly supported an above-
average wildfire season. The state was briefly drought-free in early February; however, by July 1, much 
of the central and northern Cascades had entered severe drought conditions that intensified through 
late summer. With the underlying climate favoring high fire potential, the severity of the season 
ultimately depended on how often critical fire weather patterns coincided with dry fuels and ignition 
sources. Several such events in June and July led to significant wildfires, but it was not until the final 
week of August that all key factors converged, marking an escalation in wildfire activity. 
 
The following section summarizes the major weather, fuel, and climate characteristics of winter, spring, 
and summer 2025, and their combined influence on Washington’s 2025 wildfire season. 
 
Winter 2025: January, February, & March  
Winter climatology is rarely the most important factor 
deciding the intensity of the subsequent wildfire season. In 
the Pacific Northwest, spring precipitation anomaly is a much 
better predictor of the summer’s wildfire activity. However, a 
drier than normal winter can exacerbate the effects of a dry 
spring by reducing the amount of snowmelt that needs to 
occur before vegetation is exposed and begins to cure out 
ahead of fire season.  
 
Despite near-average temperatures helping to preserve 
snowpack through 2025’s winter months, drought began to 
reemerge by the end of winter along the spine of the 
Cascades due to below-average precipitation totals. With less 
water stored in the snowpack than usual, winter snowpack 
peaked 1-3 weeks earlier than normal for much of the 
Washington high terrain by the end of March.  
 
By the beginning of April, snowmelt was already in progress. 
The polar front jet was beginning to migrate northward for 
the summer and increasing weather condition volatility 
between cool/wet and warm/dry. The stage was set for fire 
danger to increase rapidly through the spring months if 
persistent warm/dry conditions developed.  
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Above, county precipitation ranking during 
January through March 2025 data from US Climate 
Divisional Database, NCEI. 

 

Figure 5: Above, county average temperature ranking 
for January through March 2025; data from US 
Climate Divisional Database, NCEI. 
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Spring 2025: April, May, & June 
Drought rapidly intensified through the spring months as 
warm and dry conditions hastened snowmelt and kickstarted 
an early start to growing season for the live fuels. Statewide 
spring precipitation totals were lower than 90 percent of 
years in the 131-year observation record, and Kittitas County 
recorded their driest spring on record.  
 
Temperatures were above average through the spring 
months across the state. When combined with minimal 
precipitation and below-average snowpack from the winter, 
the warm conditions led to the rapid drying of dead fuels and 
an exceptionally early peak for live fuel moisture. Fire danger 
climbed rapidly across the east slopes of the Cascades 
through May as dead fuel moisture values dropped to levels 
typical of early July, though the early peak of live fuel 
moisture kept new fires in check.  
 
The live grasses and sagebrush across eastern Washington 
quickly began losing moisture through June as temperatures 
remained well above average. Heavy dead fuel moisture 
(1,000-hour fuels) dipped below 12 percent across eastern 
Washington by the middle of June. Many fire danger rating 
areas set daily records for fire danger during the week of June 
10, which coincided with the ignition of the Pomas Fire on 

June 13. The Pomas Fire burned with high intensity in the critically dry heavy dead fuels within the 
perimeter of the 2015 Wolverine Fire. This fire showed the early impacts of the drought, moving with 
impunity in the dead and down fuel but struggling to consume anything in the live fuels until later in 
June. 
 
Summer 2025: July, August, & September  
By early July, live fuels on both sides of the state were beginning to contribute to fire activity instead of 
suppressing fire activity. Measurements collected from the Columbia Basin and east Cascade foothills in 
early July showed that grassy fuels were completely cured and ready to burn. Between July 8 and July 
18, four new large wildfires in eastern Washington each exhibited extreme fire behavior, demonstrating 
the overall availability of the live fuel component alongside the critically dry dead fuels. Furthermore, 
the Bear Gulch Fire ignited in the Olympic National Forest on July 6, providing evidence that drought 
stress was not limited to just eastern Washington. 
 

Figure 6: Above, county precipitation rankings for 
April through June 2025; data from US Climate 
Divisional Database, NCEI. 

Figure 7: Above, county average temperature 
rankings for April through June 2025; data from 
US Climate Divisional Database, NCEI. 
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After the flurry of new large wildfires ignited during the first 
half of July, fire season entered a relative lull for the back 
half of July and the first half of August. Temperatures 
remained above average during this time, but intermittent 
wet thunderstorms and a lack of substantial heat waves kept 
fire danger at a relative plateau. Despite elevated fire 
danger and a continued stream of ignitions, new fires 
struggled to escape initial attack during this period.  
 
The lack of growth on new ignitions through the latter half 
of July and early August can be attributed to three mitigating 
factors:  

 
1. Wetting rain accompanying lightning ignitions 

2. Unusually light winds  

3. Highly capable initial attack resources 

  
The Hope and Western Pines fires (ignited on July 8 and 9) 
and the Burdoin and Lake Spokane fires (ignited on July 18) 
easily escaped initial attack due to strong winds fanning new 
ignitions in the critically dry fuels. Strong westerly winds 
pushing over the Cascades and through the Columbia Gorge 

represents the most frequent critical fire weather pattern for eastern Washington. However, the large-
scale weather pattern present for most of the summer was not conducive to frequent, strong cross-
Cascade winds. So, while fuels across the state were receptive to new ignitions during this period, 
slower rates of spread allowed initial attack 
resources to successfully corral any new 
wildfires.  
 
Regardless of the lighter than usual winds, 
weather and fuel conditions would easily 
have supported continued slow growth on 
new ignitions during this period. If these 
ignitions were not contained early, they 
would just wait for the next hot, dry, and 
windy event to make a run.   
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Figure 8: Above, county precipitation rankings for 
July and August 2025; data from US Climate 
Divisional Database, NCEI. 

Figure 9: Above, county average temperature 
rankings for July and August 2025; data from US 
Climate Divisional Database, NCEI. 

Figure 10: Wind speed observations, greater than 15 mph. 
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Fire season 2025 shifted into a new gear during the last week of August and the first week of 
September. Several rounds of dry thunderstorms pushed through the state between August 29 and 
September 2, igniting seven new large fires including the Labor Mountain, Lower Sugarloaf, Crown 
Creek, Katy Creek, Lynx Mountain, Rattlesnake, and Tacoma Creek fires.  

 
Immediately following the lightning, the most substantial heatwave of the year sent temperatures well 
over 100F for eastern Washington during the first week of September. Fuel conditions reached their 
overall worst stage of the fire season in perfect alignment with the extreme heat, allowing explosive fire 
growth as ERC values ranged from the 92nd to the 99th percentile across eastern Washington.  
 
Following the period of intense heat and rapid wildfire growth, weather and fuel conditions across the 
state slowly moderated through the end of September. There were a couple of brief spikes in burning 
conditions, most notably on September 16 when Bear Gulch experienced its most extreme growth, 
powered by the alignment of unusual southerly winds, low RH values, and drought stressed fuels. A 
strong wind event during the last week of September fueled growth on Labor Mountain, Lower 
Sugarloaf, and Wildcat fires.  

Figure 11: Drought conditions on September 2. Peak drought would continue through the end of September. Data from 
the National Drought Mitigation Center. 
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Figure 12: Below, Season Summary ERC Chart for the Chelan FDRA. Shaded areas represent the Maximum, 90th percentile, 70th 
percentile, 30th percentile, and 10th percentile respectively. The red line is the observed values for the 2025 fire season. 
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Large Fire Summary 
By September 30, 2025, there were 24 significant fires considered DNR jurisdiction or that saw DNR 
involvement because of a threat to DNR jurisdiction. Most hit the threshold for “large” fire designations, 
which are typically those fires that are greater than 100 acres in timber or 300 acres in grass. For the 
location of the fires displayed in the table below, please see the Map of 2025 Large Fires in the Appendix 
of this report. 
 
Table 4: Wildfire acres by jurisdiction and forested and non-forested acres burned1 

Fire Name Federal Private State Tribe 
Grand 
Total Forested 

Non-
Forested 

Bear Gulch 20,187 48 0 0 20,235 17,718 2,517 
Burdoin 3,026 7,165 484 0 10,676 1,344 9,332 
Castle Rock 0 58 0 0 58 44 14 
Crescent Road 0 692 191 0 882 563 319 
Crown Creek 601 9,751 3,859 0 14,211 11,017 3,194 
Grande 0 22 0 0 22 14 8 
Green Acres 0 892 29 0 921 0 921 
Hamma 0 0 64 0 64 27 37 
Hope 1,150 6,512 526 0 8,188 5,474 2,714 
Katy Creek 4,228 308 152 0 4,684 3,645 1,039 
Kinkaid Creek 0 0 0 254 254 133 121 
Labor Mountain 35,474 6,699 638 0 42,810 29,811 13,000 
Lake Spokane 0 2,261 245 0 2,507 710 1,796 
Lower Sugarloaf 32,980 7,547 2,461 0 42,988 26,532 16,456 
Rattlesnake 0 0 0 21,852 21,852 7,410 14,443 
Siegel 0 645 52 0 697 162 536 
Siwash 266 65 0 0 332 56 275 
Snow Peak 1,175 0 0 0 1,175 852 323 
Stud Horse 38 283 212 0 533 6 526 
Sun Country 33 26 0 0 59 24 36 
Tacoma Creek 3,185 780 0 0 3,965 3,587 378 
Toonerville 0 73 0 0 73 69 3 
Western Pines 403 4,920 460 0 5,783 1,130 4,653 

Grand Total 102,748 48,746 9,374 22,106 182,969 110,328 72,641 
 
 

 
1 All fires started prior to the end of the reporting period (September 30, 2025); however, acres are accurate as of October 14, 
2025, at 1400 PDT.  The Blackhawk Mountain fire merged with Crown Creek.  While it may be listed in other statistical figures 
and tables, it will not be shown on maps or acreage tables since a separate perimeter does not exist. 
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The number of large fires is the same as last year. For the fires listed above, total acres burned across 
the jurisdictions was 182,969, and of that, 56 percent of the acres burned were federal, 32 percent were 
private and state, and 12 percent were tribal land. Expenditures that DNR incurred for wildland fire 
response are described in the Financial Highlights section of this report. If expenditures were incurred 
while assisting a federal or tribal entity that were not part of mutual assistance during initial attack, 
those expenditures will be reimbursed. DNR incurs cost associated with DNR protection. DNR protects 
state, private and other non-federal forestlands within Forest Protection Zones defined in RCW 
76.04.165. Any response outside of these zones is considered an “other agency assist” fire.  
 
Also included in Table 4 is a breakdown of forested vs. non-forested acres burned for each fire. The 
Labor Mountain fire burned the most forested acreage (29,811), and Lower Sugarloaf burned the most 
non-forested acreage (16,456). Approximately 40 percent of the total acres burned were non-forested 
(72,641) and approximately 60 percent of the total acres burned were forested (110,328). 
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Fire Season Statistics for DNR Fires 
Between January 1 and September 30, 2025, there were 441 DNR fires on the western side of the state 
and 661 on the east side. This brings the statewide total fires to 1,102 DNR fires. The westside regions 
experienced significantly more fires in 2025 (441) than they did in 2024 (313) during this same period. 
Also, the same was true for the eastside regions.  The eastside regions experienced more fires in 2025 
(661) than they did in 2024 (513). Only two regions (Southeast and Pacific Cascade) were below average 
for their respective fire counts compared to last year.  
 
 

 
Figure 13: Count of DNR fires by Region; YTD through September 30. 

While most fires were contained before they were able to develop into large, complex fires, the year-to-
date number of DNR fires contained at 10 acres or less was 1,038 of 1,102 fires. This puts the percentage 
of DNR fires contained at 10 acres or less at 94.2 percent. This number is lower than the target of 95 
percent set by the Office of Finance and Budget, but it is an increase in performance from 2024 (93.6) 
for this time. 
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Figure 14: Count of DNR fires comparing the east side of Washington to the west side of Washington, region reports for the 
period of January 1 to September 30. 

 

 
Figure 15: Acres burned for each DNR region in western Washington for the period January 1 to September 30. 
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Figure 16: Acres burned in Northeast and Southeast DNR Regions for the period January 1 to September 30. 

 
Total burned acreage on DNR jurisdictions was lower than average on the west side, except in South 
Puget Sound Region, and lower than average on the east side for both regions. The west side saw 483 
acres burned this year; a 52 percent reduction compared to last year’s 1,004 acres. On the east side of 
the state, there were 75,345 acres burned (largely made up of incidents in Northeast Region) or just 
over a 30-percent reduction compared to last year’s 108,027 acres. Total burned acreage for the entire 
state on DNR protection was 75,897 acres.  
 
The final number of DNR fires and burned acreage for the fire year will receive a supplemental statistics 
year-end report, which will be finalized sometime on or after February 1, 2026. While the number of 
fires will go up slightly, it can be safely assumed that all significant large fires for the year are included in 
the current dataset used to generate this report.  
 
 
 



20 
 

 
Figure 17: Above, statewide DNR Fires by general cause category for the period January 1 to September 30.  

 

 
Figure 18: Above, human, lightning, and undetermined DNR fire counts, January 1 through September 30. 

 



21 
 

 

 
As of September 30, Debris and Open Burning remained the leading confirmed source of human-caused 
fire starts, with 250 incidents accounting for 22.7 percent of all fires and 32.9 percent of all confirmed 
human-caused fires. The second most common source was Equipment and Vehicle Use, responsible for 
127 fires, representing 11.5 percent of all fires and 16.7 percent of all human-caused incidents. 
 
It is important to note that while these figures may reflect an apparent increase in incidents for certain 
causes, the agency has placed a strong emphasis on improving investigation accuracy. A focused effort 
has been made to identify specific causes rather than categorizing human-caused fires as 
“undetermined.” This initiative has resulted in a greater number of fires being accurately classified by 
cause. 
 
Despite a slow start and a moderate level of activity from an interagency perspective, 2025 proved to be 
a significant year for wildland fire on DNR jurisdictions as of the end of September. A total of 1,102 
incidents occurred on DNR-protected lands, making 2025 the second-highest year for individual fires 
since 2016, surpassed only by 2021, which recorded 1,211 DNR-protection fires. 
 
Several cause categories reached their highest levels in the past decade, including Arson (53 fires), 
Fireworks (78), Equipment and Vehicle Use (127), Minor-Involved (19), and Railroad (20) fires. It was also 
the second-highest year for both Natural/Lightning fires (122) and Power Generation fires (59) (see Fig. 
19). 
 
The Arson category warrants special attention: 50 of the 53 arson incidents occurred in the Northeast 
Region, all within Spokane County—47 of which were located within the City of Spokane itself. Notably, 
clusters of these incidents were concentrated along local waterways (see Fig. 17). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 19: Pie graphs above show the breakdown of general cause categories, comparing 2025 to 2024. 



22 
 

Financial Highlights 
As of September 30, 2025, DNR had 21 incidents that incurred a cost of $1.0 million or greater based on 
actual expenditures and estimated expenditures:  

Complex Incidents 

• Lake Spokane – $5.5 million 
• Hope – $24.6 million 
• Bear Gulch – $5.6 million 
• Burdoin – $13.7 million 
• Crown Creek – $19.9 million 
• Katy Creek – $1.4 million  
• Lower Sugarloaf – $5.8 million 
• Lynx Mountain – $1.4 million 
• Tacoma Creek – $15 million  
• Labor Mountain – $3.6 million 
• Hamma – $1.8 million 

Type 3 Incidents 

• Second Creek – $1.2 million 
• Red Bridge – $1.7 million 
• Siegel – $1 million 
• Western Pines – $7.6 million 
• Castle Rock – $2.5 million 
• Toonerville – $1.2 million 
• Apple Acres – $1.4 million 
• Crescent Road – $3.3 million 
• Sun Country – $1.3 million 
• Siwash – $1.5 million 

 
There are twenty-four Type 3 incidents and two Complex incidents that incurred costs of under $1.0 
million for a total estimated cost of $7.6 million. The Type 4 and 5 incidents actual expenditures during 
the first three quarters of the calendar year was $18 million.  

There were also costs associated with HB 1498 (Aviation Assurance funding in response to wildland 
fires) in the amount of $1.2 million. The counties with the highest utilization of this funding were 
Benton, Douglas, Klickitat, and Yakima. 

DNR had 28 incidents that involved cost-sharing agreements with other agencies. See Table 5 for all 
incidents that involved cost shares and the jurisdictions involved.  

All direct costs associated with sending resources out of state and to Canada are reimbursable through 
agreements: the Northwest Compact agreement between the state and Canadian forestry/natural 
resource agencies and the master agreement between Washington and the federal agencies to which 
DNR is signatory. If a state or Canadian province is a signatory to the Northwest Compact agreement, 
they may order that assistance from the agency directly and DNR will invoice them directly. If DNR does 
not have an agreement with that state, the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service 
(USDA-FS) will order the resources, DNR will invoice USDA-FS, and USDA-FS will recover the funds from 
the ordering state and province. Washington Fire Service resources that are sent out of state are 
dispatched from their agreement with DNR and are considered DNR resources for billing purposes. 

In 2025, DNR had two incidents declared eligible for Fire Management Assistance Grants (FMAG). These 
incidents were Burdoin in Klickitat County and Lower Sugarloaf in Chelan County. When FMAG is 
declared, Washington State will recover approximately 75 percent of the eligible cost from Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) during the declaration period.   
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FMAG is a federally funded program administered through FEMA that provides support to state, local, 
and federally recognized tribal governments for the mitigation, management, and control of fires on 
publicly or privately owned forests or grasslands. An FMAG declaration may be requested and issued for 
an uncontrolled fire when the threat of a major disaster exists. The declaration process is initiated once 
the state submits a request for assistance to the FEMA Regional Director. FEMA will review the claim 
and will decide on whether the claim will be approved.  

The distribution of cost for the large fires over $1.0 million in cost can be found in Table 10 in the 
Appendix. The cost distribution table includes costs and estimates for all incidents that were significant 
and had a cost exceeding $1.0 million or greater. The costs are estimates as of September 30th and are 
based on the actual expenditure from the finance system, and any estimated encumbrances for costs 
not currently reflected in the actual expenditures.  

Table 5: All incidents involving cost-share agreements with other agencies. (Note: The first agency 
listed was the payment agency for the incident.) 

FIRE NAME JURISDICTIONAL AGENCIES 
Apple Acres BLM/BIA/WADNR/WSP 
Bear Gulch USFS/WADNR/NPS 
Blackhawk Mountain WADNR/BLM 
Burdoin WADNR/USFS/BIA/WSP 
Columbia River Cutoff BIA/WADNR 
Cottonwood Springs BIA/WADNR 
Crescent Road WADNR/WSP 
Crown Creek WADNR/BLM/WSP 
Grant Lake WADNR/USFS 
Green Acres WADNR/WSP 
Hope WADNR/WSP/USFS/NPS 
Katy Creek USFS/WADNR 
Kinkaid Creek BIA/WADNR 
Labor Mountain WADNR/WSP 
Lake Spokane WADNR/WSP 
Lower Sugarloaf USFS/WADNR/WSP 
Lynx Mountain BIA/WADNR 
Rattlesnake BIA/WADNR 
Red Bridge WADNR/WSP 
Second Creek WADNR/USFS 
Seigel WADNR/WSP 
Siwash WADNR/USFS 
Stud Horse WADNR/BLM/WSP 
Sugar USFS/WADNR 
Sun Country WADNR/WSP 
Tacoma Creek WADNR/USFS 
Western Pines WADNR/BLM/NPS/WSP 
White Pine USFS/WADNR 
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HB 1168 Highlights 
More details related to House Bill 1168 are captured in a separate report submitted by DNR. However, 
this section captures a few highlights of some of the projects.  
 
Crews and Heavy Equipment 
Since the rollout of House Bill 1168’s funding for enhanced fire 
suppression resources and equipment, DNR has been doing 
exceptionally well at leveraging initial attack resources to have timely 
and effective response to emerging incidents. The expanded resource 
capabilities with initial attack hand crews and heavy equipment in the 
past five years have allowed DNR to effectively support water and fire-
retardant aerial drops with the necessary ground firefighting tactics 
needed to stop fire growth. This quick response capability is critical to 
keep fires as small as possible and to maximize the effectiveness of 
the aviation assets. The ground resources have also been critical in 
filling a drastic void left by the reduction in incarcerated individual 
“Camps Crews” and the closure of multiple correctional camp 
programs in the last decade.   
 
Aviation 
DNR was able to upgrade the Electro-Optic camera systems on the 
two Kodiak K100 detection and mapping aircraft and added Starlink to 
each aircraft for instant data transfer to both fire managers and 
incident management teams, allowing for more real-time intelligence 
sharing. These aircraft fly more hours than any other single aircraft 
with early detection and intelligence gathering capabilities. Both 
aircraft detected more than 50 new fires. 
 
DNR also continues to upgrade the aging DNR FEPP UH-1H Helicopter Fleet until a viable replacement 
can be identified. Over the preceding past 12 months, DNR has completed the installation of new rotor 
blades, cabin floors, updated avionics, data monitoring systems, and completed numerous overhauls to 
aircraft parts. With the continued training of personnel to operate unmanned aerial systems purchased 
with HB 1168 funding, overall flight times on aircraft have been reduced by 100 hours and related 
operational cost savings by $100,000.  The funding from HB 1168 is essential to keeping the fleet safe 
and viable until a replacement can be identified and procured.  
 
DNR has completed the build-out and deployment of five mobile trailers capable of supporting mobile 
command and control air bases that can support the management and reloading of large air tankers at 
any airports that allows the operation of these air tankers.   
 

Figure 20: Photo credit to Elijah Noel. 
DNR initial attack dozer and exclusive 
use contracted “super scooper” 
aircraft in action on the Salmon Creek 
Fire. 
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Detection 
DNR has deployed four (4) additional wildland fire 
detection cameras (with a planned build-out being 
35 cameras total by the end of the project), placed 
in areas where fire occurrence is highest, based on 
historical research. Other high-risk metrics 
considered included weather, fuels, topography, 
and location of geographic communities and other 
values at risk within the viewshed of the camera 
location.  
 
DNR utilizes Pano AI 360-degree cameras and 
software, and alerting services as part of a 
detection system utilized for early fire detection. This year, several examples of early detection were 
documented. In Northeast Region in late July, the Castle Rock incident (WA-NES-1942) was first reported 
by a Pano alert at 3:15 PM, Pacific Time. After viewing the Pano alert, DNR engines were sent to the 
smoke, and arrived at a fire actively burning with high potential to become a large fire. With rapid 
response, the incident was contained at 58 acres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21: Pano Camera detection from Northeast Region in 
2025, Castle Rock fire, Stevens County, July 31 
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HB 1498 Implementation 
As of September 30, the cost of DNR aircraft use for HB 1498, Aviation Assurance Funding, response 
totaled $1,251,563. DNR flew over 160 flight hours, supporting 41 incidents and delivering 797,000 loads 
of retardant or water. In addition, 207 structures estimated at over $100,000,000 were protected. 

 
Table 6: Aviation Assurance funding expended by fire. Data is preliminary and is subject to revision.  

 

 

 

Fire Name Date Department County Cost Acres
Chester Butte WA-DGEN-000599 Douglas Co FD 1 Douglas 81,734$                   20
Christenson WA-BENN-000891 Benton CO FD 1 Benton 84,956$                   0.25
CM Rice WA-WWLN-000377 Walla Walla FD 3 Walla Walla 38,169$                   0.1
Colby Spring WA-YKCN-000446 Yakima CO FD 3 Yakima 12,598$                   47
CRO Road WA-DGEN-000402 Douglas CO FD 2 Douglas 2,210$                     1.5
Delta WA-BENN-000063 Richland FD Benton 5,325$                     0.1
Dyer Hill Road WA-DGEN-000908 Douglas Co FD ? Douglas 199,472$                 266.5
East Viola WA-YKCN-000440 Yakima FD Yakima 25,101$                   0.1
Extension WA-DGEN-000441 Douglas CO FD 2 Douglas 8,236$                     0.1
Fish Hood Road WA-WWLN-000853 North County FD Walla Walla 19,312$                   0.1

Gibbon WA-BENN-000888
West Benton Fire & 
Rescue Benton 5,140$                     0.1

Graystone WA-FEPN-000391 Franklin FD 5 Franklin 3,310$                     0.1
Hamilton Hill WA-WTMN-002321 Whitman FD ? Whitman 4,413$                     200
Hillcrest WA-YKCN-000385 Yakima CO FD 2 Yakima 10,760$                   3
Hove WA-BENN-000674 Benton CO FD 4 Benton 16,711$                   0.1
ROAD R WA-GNRN-000802 Grant FD 5 Grant 31,643$                   0.1
Les Blair Road WA-BENN-000181 Benton CO FD 1 Benton 2,240$                     150
Levey WA-FEPN-000430 Franklin FD 3 Franklin 12,702$                   0.8
Long Hollow WA-WTMN-001717 Whitman CO FD ? Whitman 5,862$                     10
McGee Rd WA-YKCN-000325 Yakima CO FD 5 Yakima 24,829$                   10
McNeil WA-DGEN-000318 Douglas FD 4 Douglas 120,554$                 82.29
Nile WA-DGEN-000304 Douglas FD 3 Douglas 21,280$                   10
Old Town Road WA-YKCN-000341 Yakima FD 4 Yakima 12,011$                   0.1
Rock Butte WA-OKCN-000157 Okaganogan CO FD 3 Okaganogan 11,764$                   0.3
Rock Island Dam WA-CHLN-000201 Chelan CO FD 1 Chelan 3,675$                     5
Rock Lake WA-WTMN-002204 Whitman CO FD ? Whitman 32,233$                   25
Ross Morris WA-YKCN-000263 Yakima CO FD 5 Yakima 31,780$                   1
Rowe Hill WA-YKCN-000325 Yakima CO FD 5 Yakima 17,387$                   50
Saint Andrews WA-DGEN-000553 Douglas FD 8 Douglas 10,958$                   121.72
Sales Yard WA-BENN-000556 Benton FD 3 Benton 176,688$                 1246.65
Snake River WA-FEPN-000374 Franklin CO FD 3 Franklin 51,163$                   95
Stone Road WA-KTTN-000382 Kittitas FD 2 Kittitas 18,606$                   0.97
Thompson WA-BENN-000326 Richland Fire Dept Benton 5,238$                     0.1
Tucannon River WA-CCDN-000169 Columbia CO FD ? Columbia 2,812$                     136
Vansycle Canyon WA-WWLN-000237 Walla Walla CO FD 4 Walla Walla 39,645$                   1900
Viola WA-YKCN-000429 Yakima Fire Dept Yakima 16,975$                   0.1
Waste Water WA-YKCN-000337 Yakima Fire Dept Yakima 35,301$                   0.1
Wierman Road WA-YKCN-000935 Yakima FD 5 Yakima 22,942$                   19.2
Winaway WA-YKCN-000658 Yakima FD 5 Yakima 6,650$                     0.1
Wishram WA-KLCN-000155 Klictitat FD 11 Klickitat 4,712$                     5
Yakima Delta WA-BENN-000063 Richland FD Benton 14,466$                   75
TOTAL 1,251,563$                4483.5841 incidents
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The 2023 Washington Legislature enacted House Bill 1498, related to aviation assurance funding in 
response to wildland fires. Section 4 of that act required:  

“The department of natural resources shall convene a work group composed of wildfire 
aviation subject matter experts, fire service representatives from the Washington fire 
chiefs association, the Washington state council of firefighters, the Washington state 
firefighters' association, the Washington state fire commissioners association, wildland 
fire management staff, and other partners to evaluate the costs and benefits of a state 
certification program for aircraft and pilots used in wildfire suppression.” 

In 2025, the Department carried this requirement to the Washington State Fire Defense Committee, 
which includes representatives from all the fire service entities named in HB 1498. The purpose of the 
outreach was to establish a working group to explore this topic. By consensus, the Fire Defense 
members agreed that there were not sufficient benefits for the Department to continue to pursue a 
state certification program for aircraft and pilots used in wildfire suppression. 

The Department currently uses National Wildfire Coordinating Group standards for aircraft and pilot 
certification on an interagency basis, in partnership with the federal wildland agencies. This system is 
currently working to provide safe and effective aviation responses to wildland agencies in Washington, 
as well as the Washington Fire Service.  

The discussion with the Fire Defense Committee further identified that the current state budget climate 
would be unlikely to provide for the significant resources needed to implement a state certification 
system for aircraft and pilots. The Department estimates it would require a staff of approximately 10 
inspector-mechanics and instructor-pilots traveling throughout the US and Canada to inspect aircraft, 
maintenance records and pilot qualifications. It is not currently known what risk the State would 
potentially assume by certifying aircraft and pilots. This would also need to be explored with 
Department Risk Managers and Office of the Attorney General.    
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HB 1578 Implementation 
With the support of House Bill 1578, DNR added three staff members this year to work on smoke and air 
quality issues across the state. Already, the agency is taking an increased role in this space by 
strengthening interagency partnerships with Department of Health, Department of Ecology, 
Environmental Protection Agency, and tribal partners while sharing smoke information online, including 
the Washington Smoke Blog.   

This report will serve as the final update on this initiative and will not appear in future wildfire season 
reports. The DNR has integrated smoke communication and enhanced smoke management activities 
into ongoing programs, funded through standard allocations rather than special appropriations. 
Highlights for the last summer through September 30, 2025, of this fiscal year include: 

• Enhanced coordination between smoke management staff and prescribed burn practitioners, 
leading to successful burn seasons with minimal smoke impacts, 

• Published the new DNR smoke webpage featuring a map of current air quality conditions and 
helpful tips for the public to reduce their smoke exposure, 

• Filled gaps in the statewide air quality monitoring network, deploying 16 total low-cost air 
sensors statewide, with some of the sensors supporting incident response efforts such as 
Hoodsport for the Bear Gulch Fire and Naches for the Wildcat Fire,  

• Expanded partnerships with external agencies, especially the Department of Health and local 
public health agencies where DNR and DOH teamed up to send air filtration systems to the Tri-
County Health District in northeast Washington, both after the Hope Fire in July and again in 
response to heavy smoke in early to mid-September, 

• Led a successful social media outreach campaign known as ‘Smoke Ready Week’ in conjunction 
with partner agencies and tribes, 

• Distributed physical smoke outreach materials to public and partners, including smoke ready 
brochures and refrigerator magnets, and 

• Monitored and forecasted smoke for both DNR wildfire briefings and the public-facing, 
interagency Washington Smoke Blog, together with partner agencies. DNR produced 40 total 
WA smoke blog posts in the summer of 2025 compared with an average of only 24 posts from 
2022-2024. 

2025 Washington DNR Air Quality  

The 2025 wildfire season brought several smoke events across central and eastern Washington but 
relatively little smoke across most of western Washington. The most significant smoke was produced 
from the Lower Sugarloaf, Labor Mountain, and Wildcat Fires in central Washington, as well as a handful 
of incidents in northeast Washington that included Lynx Mountain and Crown Creek. In western 
Washington, the Bear Gulch Fire produced smoke that reached nearby communities but only 
occasionally brought impacts to the wider region. Overall, statewide smoke was not record-breaking, 

https://dnr.wa.gov/wildfire-resources/smoke-resources
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but it was worse than 2024 and several locations east of the Cascades experienced their worst season 
since 2021 or 2022. 

Up until mid-August, statewide smoke impacts were minimal and confined mainly to isolated locations 
around active fires. It wasn’t until late August when multiple new and growing fires east of the Cascade 
crest began to significantly elevate PM2.5 concentrations across the region. Those smoke impacts then 
continued off and on through September and the first half of October. The city of Colville in northeast 
Washington had nine continuous days of poor air quality from August 31 to September 8. Leavenworth 
and Wenatchee experienced heavy smoke September 23-26, September 28–29, and again October 6-10. 
To address ongoing smoke concerns in this area, five different Air Resource Advisors from the 
Interagency Wildland Fire Air Quality Response Program were deployed to the Lower Sugarloaf and 
Labor Mountain Fires from early September through mid-October.  

Unique Smoke Patterns from the Bear Gulch Fire 

For most of the summer, smoke 
from the Bear Gulch Fire remained 
local, only reaching other parts of 
the state when unusual weather 
patterns occurred. This includes 
August 13, when smoke drifted as 
far east as Spokane and brought 
unhealthy air quality to Wenatchee.  
Another event occurred on 
September 17, when smoke briefly 
moved northward across Port 
Angeles and over the Vancouver BC 
area, generating widespread public 
interest. Otherwise, western Washington generally experienced a mild smoke season with only isolated, 
brief smoke impacts during an easterly wind event on September 23. 

Population Exposure and Health Impacts 

Approximately 1.75 million Washingtonians experienced at least one episode of 24-hour air quality 
averaging in the Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups category or higher this season. This is more population 
exposure than 2024, but less than each season from 2021-2023. Most exposure occurred east of the 
Cascades. The lack of serious smoke in highly populated western Washington explains the relatively low 
exposure numbers overall.  

 

Figure 22: Population exposure, courtesy of Washington Department of Ecology. 
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Regardless, some residents in central and eastern Washington were unfortunately reminded of serious 
health concerns that can occur from wildland fire smoke. For example, spikes in PM2.5 concentrations 
were associated with increases in asthma-related emergency department visits, especially across Chelan 
County where Very Unhealthy air on September 24 coincided with a 3.8 percent increase in asthma 
related ED visits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 23: Chelan County reported asthma visits, courtesy of Washington State Department of Health 
Seasonal Hazards dashboard at https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-
professions-and-facilities/data-exchange/syndromic-surveillance-rhino/seasonal-hazards-dashboard. 

https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-professions-and-facilities/data-exchange/syndromic-surveillance-rhino/seasonal-hazards-dashboard
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-professions-and-facilities/data-exchange/syndromic-surveillance-rhino/seasonal-hazards-dashboard
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Appendices 

Definitions2 
Air Attack: The deployment of a fixed-wing or rotary aircraft on a wildland fire, to drop retardant or 
extinguishing agents, shuttle and deploy crews and supplies, or perform aerial reconnaissance of the 
overall fire situation. 
 
Burn acreage on DNR protected lands: the total sum of acres burned by fires listed as: “DNR protection-
FFPA,” “DNR protection non-FFPA under agreement,” “Threat to DNR protection FFPA,” and “Threat to 
DNR protection, non-FFPA under agreement” and instances where this field is null. This excludes fires 
labeled “DNR Assist Other Agency.” 
 
Classified fire: an uncontrolled fire requiring suppression action by the DNR or its partnering federal 
and/or local fire suppression agencies to prevent the fire from spreading to or burning on any lands for 
which DNR has protection responsibility. This excludes “false alarms,” but includes “Unclassified” fires, a 
now-discontinued classification type used prior to 2019, for the 10-year average calculations.  
 
DNR Fires: classified fires on DNR protected lands.  
 
DNR Protection: any response in EIRS that is not considered “DNR Assist Other Agency.” This includes 
“DNR protection-FFPA,” “DNR protection non-FFPA under agreement,” “Threat to DNR protection 
FFPA,” and “Threat to DNR protection, non-FFPA under agreement” and instances where the field is null.  
 
DNR Responses: any incident or false alarm to which DNR resources were dispatched, regardless of 
jurisdiction. 
 
Eastside/Westside: refers to east or west of the Cascades based on region boundaries. DNR’s Northeast 
and Southeast regions comprise the east side of the state while the remaining four regions comprise the 
west side of the state (Northwest, Olympic, South Puget Sound, and Pacific Cascade).  
 
Fire (Incident) Complexity: Complexity of incident complexity is determined by several factors like 
threat to life, impact to environment and property; political sensitivity, organizational complexity, 
jurisdictional boundaries, values at risk, and weather.  Incidents are typed as Complex, Type 3, Type 4, 
and Type 5. 
 
Green-up: Green-up for the 1978 version of NFDRS model is defined as the beginning of a new cycle of 
plant growth. Green-up usually occurs once a year, except in desert areas where rainy periods can 
produce a flush of new growth more than once a year. Green-up may be signaled at different dates for 
different fuel models. Green-up should not be started when the first flush of green occurs in the area. 
Instead, the vegetation that will be the fire problem (represented by the NFDRS fuel model associated 

 
2 Standard wildland fire terminology is governed by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group. The glossary can be 
found at NWCG Glossary of Wildland Fire, PMS 205 | NWCG. DNR-specific terminology is also listed here and has 
been agreed to by the Fire Intelligence Committee assembled by the Wildland Fire Management Division. 

https://www.nwcg.gov/glossary/a-z
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with the weather station) when it matures and cures. Green-up should start when most of this 
vegetation starts to grow.  
 
Preparedness Level (PL): Increments of planning and organizational readiness dictated by burning 
conditions, fire activity, and resource availability. Response and support to non-fire incidents requiring a 
significant commitment of resources may also affect Preparedness Levels. Preparedness levels are set at 
the National, Regional, and State level. Preparedness levels range from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 
 
Regions: There are six DNR regions: Northeast, 
Northwest, Olympic, Pacific Cascades, South Puget 
Sound, and Southeast. See Figure 17. 
 
Type: Refers to resource capability. A Type 1 
resource provides a greater overall capability due to 
power, size, capacity, etc., than would be found in a 
Type 2 resource. Resource typing provides managers 
with additional information in selecting the best 
resource for the task.                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 24: A map displaying the locations of the six regions of Washington 
DNR Wildland Fire Management  
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Tables and Figures 
Table 7: Year-to-date DNR Fires, 2025  

DNR fires are classified fires on or threatening DNR-protected lands. In 2025, there were 1,102 DNR 
fires, which is the second-highest year in the last 10-year period, only behind 2021 with 1,211 fires that 
year. Every region except Pacific Cascade and Southeast had more fires than average. 
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Table 8: Year-to-date DNR Acres Burned, 2016 to 2025  

The total DNR acres burned for 2025 were just over 75,897. All DNR regions are below their average 
acreage burned this season except for South Puget Sound (135 acres for the 10-year average) and 
Northeast (62,822 acres for the 10-year average). The total amount of burned acreage on DNR is the 
sixth highest in the last 10 years and almost half the average acreage burned by this point in the year 
(121,669 acres by September 30, on average).  

 

 10 
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Table 9: Structures and residences damaged or destroyed in 2025  

Residences and structures damaged or destroyed were reported by an incident management 
organization or incident management team (Source: ICS-209 forms).  

 

  

FIRE NAME Start Date Start Jurisdiction Residences Damages Residences Destroyed Other Strucutres Damaged Other Structures Destroyed Total Structures Damaged or Destroyed
Bear Gulch 7/6/2025 WA-OLF 0 0 0 0 0
Burdoin 7/18/2025 WA-SES 47 19 50 30 146
Castle Rock 7/31/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 0 0
Crescent Road 8/13/2025 WA-NES 0 3 0 9 12
Crown Creek 8/29/2025 WA-NES 0 15 0 40 55
Grande 8/25/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 0 0
Green Acres 7/14/2025 WA-NES 2 7 15 0 24
Hamma 7/27/2025 WA-SPS 0 0 0 0 0
Hope 7/8/2025 WA-NES 0 4 0 7 11
Katy Creek 8/30/2025 WA-COF 0 0 0 0 0
Kinkaid Creek 7/31/2025 WA-COA 0 0 0 0 0
Labor Mountain 9/1/2025 WA-OWF 1 0 0 2 3
Lake Spokane 7/19/2025 WA-NES 10 4 10 10 34
Lower Sugarloaf 9/1/2025 WA-OWF 0 0 0 0 0
Rattlesnake 9/1/2025 WA-COA 0 0 0 0 0
Siegel 7/2/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 0 0
Siwash 7/31/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 0 0
Snow Peak 9/1/2025 WA-COF 0 0 0 0 0
Stud Horse 7/31/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 4 4
Sun Country 8/18/2025 WA-SES 0 0 0 0 0
Tacoma Creek 9/1/2025 WA-NES 0 0 0 0 0
Toonerville 7/8/2025 WA-SPS 0 0 0 0 0
Western Pines 7/9/2025 WA-NES 1 21 0 30 52
TOTALS 61 73 75 132 341
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Table 10: Estimated Cost by Incident  

Data are for large and/or significant incidents of over $1.0 million with DNR involvement.  

 

FIRE NAME REGION COST SHARE FMAG

TOTAL 
ESTIMATED 

COST

EST. AMOUNT 
BILLABLE OR 
RECEVABLE 

THROUGH COST 
SHARE

DNR SALARIES & 
BENEFITS* DNR EQUIP.* AIR RESOURCES*

MISC. 
EXPENSES* DOC* CONTRACTORS* COOPERATORS*

FEDERAL 
RESOURCES*

CASTLE ROCK NE NO NO 2,462,280.44       -                                   312,335.16                 19,659.47              61,811.70              30,682.60          19,138.89        1,889,701.20               75,240.51                     -                          
CRESCENT ROAD NE YES NO 3,263,663.67       * 1,139,215.56             72,116.94              948,635.88           59,192.06          19,209.18        644,402.07                  117,755.26                  -                          
CROWN CREEK NE YES NO 19,875,315.56     * 2,252,745.51             1,150.30                805,966.35           73,867.80          275,306.88      10,967,606.06            516,651.72                  -                          
HOPE NE YES NO 24,597,787.40     1,702,727.00                 1,542,599.69             132,650.12            3,346,062.21        885,421.16        351,902.24      16,832,969.24            697,507.79                  -                          
KATY CREEK NE YES NO 1,382,860.13       * 118,573.01                 -                           302,356.90           2,128.94            3,998.40           463,497.50                  5,552.32                       -                          
LAKE SPOKANE NE YES NO 5,470,030.38       * 1,072,739.37             68,859.33              1,273,650.66        78,576.90          51,079.96        2,428,999.84               187,532.72                  -                          
SIEGEL NE YES NO 1,018,568.07       * 309,124.12                 30,960.28              184,348.78           12,636.60          37,260.44        271,476.10                  65,800.75                     -                          
SIWASH NE YES NO 1,474,312.38       * 295,554.66                 24,930.20              464,789.82           8,758.94            -                     674,750.82                  5,527.94                       -                          
TACOMA CREEK NE YES NO 14,946,878.07     * 1,531,072.44             -                           957,656.56           120,593.00        182,068.33      11,258,001.18            121,132.26                  -                          
WESTERN PINES NE YES NO 7,607,025.46       * 689,552.88                 66,498.14              2,505,180.76        213,821.98        113,490.95      3,184,610.31               106,018.60                  -                          
LYNX MOUNTAIN NE YES NO 1,024,586.36       * 72,490.64                   -                           107,710.01           924.00                -                     -                                 7,107.55                       -                          
APPLE ACRES SE YES NO 1,486,234.99       * 338,864.86                 15,666.67              1,119,011.88        12,581.58          -                     110.00                           -                                 -                          
BURDOIN SE YES YES 13,659,406.87     (2,379,807.00)               1,326,435.28             95,250.65              2,689,020.65        764,741.88        120,344.73      7,043,046.06               182,817.62                  -                          
LABOR MOUNTAIN SE YES NO 3,574,220.50       * 505,515.51                 -                           -                          2,783.55            -                     -                                 37,521.44                     -                          
LOWER SUGARLOAF SE YES YES 5,834,894.80       * 1,244,627.32             71.34                      117,677.15           58,661.50          -                     1,976.04                       201,281.45                  -                          
SUN COUNTRY SE YES NO 1,251,078.73       (236,921.00)                   426,937.32                 13,918.23              218,327.92           72,195.92          119.25              41,663.74                     1,116.35                       -                          
SECOND CREEK SE YES NO 1,201,066.23       (606,577.49)                   412,356.26                 23,908.23              367,624.94           104,472.62        -                     127,373.25                  165,330.79                  -                          
RED BRIDGE SE YES NO 1,697,522.68       (108,565.00)                   241,226.97                 19,737.86              151,800.17           55,569.96          -                     39,161.08                     198,591.64                  1,100,000.00        
BEAR GULCH SPS YES NO 5,380,289.11       (3,001,562.70)               1,847,823.13             67,830.96              1,226,285.60        8,974.43            2,998.80           98,812.50                     564,819.02                  -                          
HAMMA SPS YES NO 1,795,897.65       223,020.00                    178,380.83                 22,700.78              979,094.17           10,591.41          19,224.86        424,157.17                  23,381 -                          
TOONERVILLE SPS NO NO 1,185,847.10       -                                   355,313.35                 44,272.72              142,819.00           70,574.72          72,411.78        441,304.24                  42,014.47                     -                          

Table 10: Estimated Cost by Incident, Large and/or Significant Incidents with DNR Involvement.
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Map of 2025 Fires 
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