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The annual report on the timeliness of dependency case processing, mandated by the Legislature in 2007, 
has served to inform policy makers as they create and shape the State’s dependency laws in an effort 
to improve the outcomes for children in the dependency system.  It has also helped the courts to track 
their own progress in meeting the performance measures that have been developed to address the most 
pressing problems facing those who are involved in or working in the child welfare system.

These performance measures are tracked through six case-processing objectives that were identified 
based on federal and state guidelines and are consistent with those suggested by the American Bar As-
sociation, the National Center for State Courts, and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court 
Judges (NCJFCJ).  For each statewide measure, data is presented on the percentage of cases achieving the 
statutory goal and the median length of time needed to reach that goal.  This data is also provided at the 
individual county level in Appendix D.

The first annual report, produced in January 2008 by the Administrative Office of the Courts’ Washington 
State Center for Court Research (the Center), met the initial requirement set forth by the Legislature 
to provide information about whether the courts were succeeding in meeting the statutory guidelines 
for achieving permanency for dependent children.  Publication of that report prompted many questions 
from the courts and others regarding how the statistics were developed.  The courts provided the Center 
with valuable, detailed feedback regarding case processing, and, in response, the 2008 Annual Report was 
revised and re-released in June of that same year with revised indicators—in the form of the current six 
objectives—and more refined data.

Introduction & Overview

B aC kg r O u n D

I n T r O D u C T I O n
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Those were the first of many improvements that have been 
made to the detail and scope of the report in a continued ef-
fort to provide the courts and the Legislature with accurate 
and useful information.  These improvements were furthered 
along by the changes that occurred in dependency case prac-
tices statewide in the period following the publication of the 
first report.   The changes in case practices – new court forms, 
the adoption of an improved data system by the Children’s Ad-
ministration (CA), and the integration of new data elements by 
the County Clerks – produced a larger volume of and more 
accuracy in data.  The improvements in the accuracy of informa-
tion and quality of the data, along with continued feedback from 
stakeholders, in turn, led to improvements in data analysis and 
reporting by the Center.

“WhEN A ChILD IS rEmOvED FrOm 
ThE hOmE, IT IS ImpErATIvE ThAT 
ThE pErmANENT pLACEmENT OF 
ThAT ChILD BE DETErmINED AS 
qUICkLy AS pOSSIBLE.  ThE DEpEN-
DENCy TImELINESS rEpOrT prO-
vIDES CrITICALLy ImpOrTANT DATA 
ON hOW ChILDrEN ArE FArINg IN 
OUr ChILD WELFArE SySTEm.  IT 
ALLOWS INDIvIDUAL COUrTS TO 
COmpArE ThEIr pErFOrmANCE 
AND LEArN FrOm OThErS. mOST 
ImpOrTANT FrOm A LEgISLATIvE 
vIEWpOINT, ThE rEpOrT prOvIDES 
ACCOUNTABILITy AND CLEAr mEA-
SUrES OF pErFOrmANCE ThAT ArE 
INvALUABLE AS WE rEvIEW ThE EF-
FECTIvENESS OF ChILD DEpENDEN-
Cy pOLICIES.”

— Ruth Kagi 
WA StAte RepReSentAtive

32nd Leg diStRict

| 2 |



a  C O m m I T m e n T  T O  I m p r O v e m e n T

To improve the usefulness of the report and add context to the data, the 2012 Annual Report provides 
new information on the placement outcomes of dependent youth as well as existing programs and poli-
cies in Washington State that affect the timeliness of dependency case processing. 

The Superior Courts in Washington increasingly rely on research and scientific analysis to highlight gaps 
in court operations and identify areas that need system improvement.  The Center for Court Research is 
committed to providing the Superior Courts with more and better information to assist them in those 
efforts.  

There can be no doubt that Washington is facing significant economic challenges.  Yet, at a time when 
state and local budgets are decreasing, the commitment to innovative, dependency-related programs has 
not only been sustained, but expanded.  It is difficult to achieve and maintain improvements to systems 
that are underfunded and operating under significant budget reductions.  As this report shows, substantial 
improvements in case-processing measures have been made over the past three years.  This improvement 
includes better data and more timely and thorough evaluation of that data.  In addition, programs such as 
the Family and Juvenile Court Improvement Plan, Model Court, and Family Treatment Courts are still in 
operation, in no small part through a local commitment of resources and leadership.  The expansion and 
improvement of dependency timeliness data collection and reporting has been undertaken by the Center 
for Court Research without specified funding because of the clear benefit to Washington’s dependent 
children and their families and with the hope that its improvement will be sustainable in the future. 

The 2012 Annual Report contains: 

• Measures of statewide trends in dependency and termination filings;

• Statewide and county-level indicators of the achievement of the six performance measures;

• Breakouts for placement exit, federal permanency outcome indicators, and child demographics; 

• Analysis of policy and program trends that affect process and outcomes for children involved 
in dependency cases; and 

• Recommendations for system reform.

This report reflects all of the juvenile dependency and termination cases that were filed in Washington’s 
courts from January 2000 through December 2012.  Court records from the Administrative Office of the 
Courts’ Superior Court Management and Information System (SCOMIS) were matched with information 
from the Children’s Administration’s FamLink system.  Information relevant to each of the performance 
measures represents a subset of these matched cases that were documented on or before January 2, 
2013.

This is another step toward a comprehensive dependency report that includes information on court and 
child welfare operations, outcomes for court-involved children and families, and recommendations for 
reform to the dependency care system.   

| 3 |



• Slight increases were seen for dependency and termination filings.  A total of 4,733 depen-
dency cases were filed in Washington’s courts in 2012, a 1% increase from 2011.  Across the 
same period, termination filings increased by 3% to 1,730.

• Time to fact-finding holds steady for three years running. Statewide, 74% of cases achieved 
fact-finding within the 75-day statutory requirement.

• Six-month review hearings decreased slightly. The trend in timeliness for first review hearings 
shows a slight decrease from 85% in 2011 to 84% in 2012.  The median time to first review 
hearing decreased last year—falling from 145 days in 2011 to 141 days in 2012. 

• Most permanency planning hearings continue to occur within 12 months.  In 2012, 83% of 
cases met the 12-month time standard compared to 85% in 2011.  The median time to the 
first permanency planning hearing decreased last year—falling from 10 months in 2010 and 
2011 to 9 months in 2012.

• The percentage of cases reaching permanency before 15 months of out-of-home care con-
tinued to increase from 30% in 2011 to 34% in 2012—up four years running from 28% in 
2009 and 29% in 2010.  The percentage of reunifications before 15 months, a subset of all 
reunification exits, decreased from 54% in 2011 to 50% in 2012.  For reunification outcomes, 
the median length of time to permanency increased from 13 months in 2011 to 14 months 
in 2012. For aging out or emancipation outcomes, the median length of time to permanency 
declined from 42 months in 2011 to 38 months in 2012.  The median length of time for adop-
tion outcomes decreased from 30 months in 2011 to 27 months in 2012. 

• The percentage of termination of parental rights (TPR) petitions filed within 15 months of 
out-of-home care remained close to or above 60% from 2010 to 2012. The length of time 
for which children are in out-of-home care before the filing of the petition also remained 
constant at 12 months for that period. 

• Timeliness of adoptions continues to improve.  Adoptions that achieved the statutory goal 
of finalization within six months of the termination order increased from 38% in 2010 to 
50% and 59% in 2011 and 2012 respectively.  Across the same period, the median interval 
between termination and adoption continued to drop, down from eight months in 2009 to 
five months in 2012.

O v e r v I e W

C a s e  v O l u m e  &  C O u r T  p e r f O r m a n C e
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A Dependency Timeliness Report Advisory Committee 
has been established by the Center for Court Research to 
review and make recommendations about the measures of 
court process and outcomes in the annual report on de-
pendency case processing and the continually-updated on-
line interactive dependency timeliness reports.  Members 
were selected from the judiciary, the Attorney General’s 
Office, the Office of Public Defense, the Court Improve-
ment Training Academy, Children’s Administration, DSHS 
Research and Data Analysis Division, the Office of the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction, Casey Family Programs, 
the Washington State Racial Disproportionality Advisory 
Committee, the Commission on Children in Foster Care, 
and the Center for Court Research.  Each has demonstrat-
ed a real commitment to improving outcomes for children 
and families.   Suggestions from the Advisory Committee 
have already proven beneficial and will enhance the useful-
ness of the annual report for future performance improve-
ment efforts.   

Family Treatment Courts continue to operate in 14 counties.  These courts bring together judges, attor-
neys, child protection services, and treatment personnel to hear select dependency cases with the goal 
of providing safe, nurturing, and permanent homes for children while simultaneously providing the neces-
sary support and services to help parents become drug and alcohol abstinent.  The frequency of family 
treatment court hearings and the intensity of supervision augment the court’s ability to shepherd families 
toward safe and permanent outcomes for children.  In addition, juvenile drug courts assist dependent 
youth who have juvenile offender cases and who are impacted by substance abuse.  Since their inception, 
Family Treatment Courts have celebrated the graduation of 732 parents in dependency cases.

The Spokane Model is in its seventh year.  A core team—consisting of a court commissioner, a so-
cial worker, an assistant attorney general, a defense attorney, and a Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA)—participate in all hearings until the dependency is dismissed, or until the termination of paren-
tal rights trial commences.  Spokane has seen appreciable improvements in dependency case processing 
since the Model’s implementation.  Spokane exceeds the statewide average for performance measures 
across all tracked variables.     

Family and Juvenile Court Improvement Programs (FJCIP) are active in 13 superior courts. The FJCIP 
incorporates Unified Family Court (UFC) principles (one family/one judicial team, specialized judicial 
education, case management, longer term assignments to juvenile court, and mandatory mediation) into 
a model that allows flexible implementation centered on core elements such as stable leadership, educa-
tion, and case management support.  On average, FJCIP courts have shown more improvement to their 
timeliness indicators than other courts in the state.  The performance of FJCIP courts generally exceeded 
the statewide average for the past three years. 

O n g O I n g  C O u r T  I m p r O v e m e n T  p r O j e C T s

“AS ChILD WELFArE pArTNErS, ChIL-
DrEN’S ADmINISTrATION AND ThE AD-
mINISTrATIvE OFFICE OF ThE COUrTS 
CONTINUE TO ImprOvE ThEIr prACTIC-
ES, LEADINg TO BETTEr OUTCOmES FOr 
ChILDrEN AND FAmILIES.  ThIS rEpOrT 
DEmONSTrATES ThE ImpOrTANCE OF 
DATA-ShArINg BETWEEN ThE AgENCIES.  
ThIS COLLABOrATION prOvIDES USErS 
WITh TImELy INFOrmATION ON DEpEN-
DENCy TrENDS ThAT hELp US TO SEE 
ArEAS OF prOgrESS AND TO IDENTIFy 
prOBLEmS SO ThEy CAN BE ADDrESSED 
ON BEhALF OF ThE ChILDrEN WE SErvE.”

— Denise Revels Robinson 
FoRmeR ASSt. SecRetARy  

dSHS cHiLdRen’S AdminiStRAtion
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Model Courts, a project of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, provides targeted 
training and technical assistance.  The goal of the Model Courts project is to change the way in which the 
court and the child welfare agency, as well as the broader child welfare community, work together to de-
velop, implement, and sustain collaborative reform.  The project, currently operating in King County, aims 
to change the way in which all system participants define their roles with respect to day-to-day practice 
and overall reform initiatives.   In 2012, the King County Model Courts Project focused on its work to 
reduce racial disproportionality and disparity by, among other things, holding a Race Equity and Social 
Justice Judicial Retreat.  

• Continue development of process and outcomes measures 
to assess the impact of any changes that are made to individ-
ual courts’ case processing practices:  specifically, time from 
termination of parental rights petition to actual termination 
of those rights, and time from initial (first) permanency plan-
ning hearing to subsequent (second) permanency planning 
hearing.

• Maintain the level of data sharing between the Center and 
CA, increasing the understanding of child events and out-
comes by clarifying data entry, coding, and analysis of foster 
care information.

• Sustain established timely and regular data exchanges with 
CA to maintain and improve management reporting and on-
line updates to performance reporting—directly supporting 
Washington’s Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) ef-
forts.

• Establish better collaboration, coordination, and cooperation 
with child welfare and children’s research entities at state 
and national levels.

• Continue enhanced consultation and communication by 
working with the Dependency Timeliness Report Advisory 
Committee regarding policy changes and measurement im-
provements that affect the courts and child welfare partners.

• Continue useful and meaningful performance management and case handling through implementation 
of CQI, using the data provided in this and the interactive dependency timeliness reports.  Improve 
consistency and accuracy in the input of court data codes that are used to track court performance.

• Establish adequate and stable funding to support courts’ research efforts in child welfare outcomes, 
including the sustainability of this report.

g O a l s  &  r e C O m m e n D aT I O n s

“COUrTS hAvE A SpECIAL rESpON-
SIBILITy TO ChILDrEN IN DEpEN-
DENCy prOCEEDINgS—rESpONSIB-
LITy WhICh INCLUDES mEETINg CASE 
prOgrESS DEADLINES.  ThESE DEAD-
LINES ArE DEFINED By ThE ChILD’S 
pErCEpTION OF TImE SO AS TO mINI-
mIzE ThE TrAUmA ThAT ThESE AL-
rEADy TrAUmATIzED ChILDrEN AND 
yOUTh ExpErIENCE WhEN ThEy ArE 
WIThOUT A pErmANENT, SAFE hOmE.  
ThE DEpENDENCy TImELINESS rE-
pOrT gIvES COUrTS A TOOL TO FUL-
FILL ThIS SpECIAL rESpONSIBILITy By 
prOvIDINg ThE DATA NECESSAry TO 
ANALyzE EACh STAgE OF ThE DEpEN-
DENCy CASE AND TO TArgET FOr 
ImprOvEmENT ThOSE pOINTS WhErE 
CrITICAL TImE—IN ChILD-TImE—IS 
BEINg LOST.”

— bobbe bRiDge

SupReme couRt JuStice (Ret.) & 
executive diRectoR,

centeR FoR cHiLdRen & 
youtH JuStice
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The number of dependency filings has shown notable volatility in recent years, dropping 14% between 
2007 and 2009 from 4,454 to 3,821, and then increasing by 33% to 5,069 filings in 2010.  The number 
of filings in 2011 was 7% lower at 4,692.  Filings for 2012 have remained nearly unchanged with a slight 
increase of 1% to 4,733.  Termination filings were steadier, although declining 14% from 1,950 in 2009 to 
1,682 in 2011, with a 3% increase in 2012 to 1,730.

D e p e n D e n C y  &  T e r m I n aT I O n 
f I l I n g  T r e n D s
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n e W  D e v e l O p m e n T s  f O r 
f u T u r e  r e p O r T I n g

Work toward providing data on two new performance measures is well under way.  While this re-
port has tracked the timeliness of filings of petitions to terminate parental rights, the time from that 
filing to a child’s legally free status will now also be measured.  While family reunification remains a 
strong priority in cases for which it is a safe option, in some cases, permanency for a child depends 
on the timely adjudication of the termination 
of parental rights.  Tracking the timeliness of 
these rulings will help courts identify obsta-
cles to timely adjudications and may reduce 
the time it takes for a child to be welcomed 
permanently into a new and safe family. 

The second measure, mandated by the fed-
eral Administration for Children and Fami-
lies, will track the time between permanency 
hearings.  At these hearings, the court over-
sees efforts to achieve a safe and permanent 
plan for the child, whether it is family reuni-
fication, adoption into a new and safe fam-
ily, guardianship, or nonparental (third-party) 
custody.  Pursuant to RCW 13.34.145, per-
manency planning hearings are to be held at least once every 12 months after the first permanency 
planning hearing for as long as the child remains in care.  Permanency planning hearings help the 
court, parties, attorneys, social workers, and CASAs stay focused on the strengths and challenges of 
the child and the parents while developing a plan that best suits the family.  

“ONLy ThrOUgh COLLABOrATION OF ChILDrEN’S ADmINISTrATION, 
COUrT, AND COmmUNITy pArTNErS WILL WE SUCCEED IN AChIEvINg 
TImELy LEgAL pErmANENCy FOr ChILDrEN IN ThE ChILD WELFArE SyS-
TEm.  ThE ShArINg OF OUr pErFOrmANCE DATA IS CrITICAL TO ImprOv-
INg OUTCOmES FOr ChILDrEN AND FAmILIES.”

— CinDy ellingson 
pErFOrmANCE mEASUrEmENT mANAgEr

DIvISION OF qUALITy mANAgEmENT & ACCOUNTABILITy, DShS

“ThE DEpENDENCy TImELINESS rEpOrTS hAvE BEEN 
INvALUABLE IN ASSISTINg OUr COUrT TO mAkE Im-
prOvEmENTS ThAT BENEFIT ThE ChILDrEN AND AS-
SIST ThE pArENTS.  NOW ThAT IT IS INTErACTIvE 
AND ACCESSIBLE IN ‘rEAL TImE’ ThEy ArE EvEN mOrE 
hELpFUL.  BASED ON WhAT ThE rEpOrTS TOLD US 
WE hAvE BEEN ABLE TO rEvAmp hOW WE DO OUr 
DEpENDENCy DOCkETS AND mEET ThE TENETS OF A 
UNIFIED FAmILy COUrT.”

— KathRyn nelson

SUpErIOr COUrT JUDgE

pIErCE COUNTy
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Objectives

The report on dependency case processing presents analysis of timeliness of certain events in court cases 
for children involved in the child welfare system.  The timeliness standards for these events are all speci-
fied in federal or state law, and the set of standards were initially identified by staff at the Administrative 
Office of the Courts working with the Family and Juvenile Law Committee of the Superior Court Judges’ 
Association and Children’s Administration. 
 
The Washington State Center for Court Research, which produces the report, communicates regularly 
with stakeholders—the courts, CA, the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of Public Defense, and 
the Legislature—about possible improvements to the report that will make it more useful to recipients.  
In response to the ongoing feedback from those groups, the Center has added detail to some aspects 
of the report, such as separate analyses for the timeliness of specific permanency outcomes (adoption, 
aging out/emancipation, guardianships, and reunifications), and demographic analysis of court-involved 
dependent children for each court.   

Working with CA—and with encouragement from the courts and other stakeholders—the Center in-
troduced new outcomes measures in 2011 (the measures, showing federal calculations for placement 
stability and re-entries to foster care after reunification, are reported for each court).  Also in response 
to end-users and in cooperation with CA, the Center has begun with the current report to present new 
measures of racial and ethnic disproportionality for the timeliness process measures.

The current objectives as of 2012 are:

1. Fact-finding hearings within 75 days

2. Review hearings every six months

3. Permanency planning hearings within 12 months

4. Permanency achieved before 15 months of out-of-home care

5. Termination of parental rights petitions filed within 15 months of out-of-home care

6. Adoption completed within six months of a termination order

| 9 |



RCW 13.34.070(1): The fact-finding hearing on the petition shall be held no later than seventy-five days after the 
filing of the petition, unless exceptional reasons for a continuance are found.

Fact-finding is one of the first major judicial 
events in the dependency process, and signifi-
cant delays to fact-finding may prolong court 
involvement and increase the amount of time 
a child spends in foster care.  To evaluate case 
processing with respect to this performance 
measure, court data (from SCOMIS) were used 
to calculate the number of days to the first fact-
finding hearing.  However, in some instances—
such as parties stipulating to a finding of depen-
dency and waiving a fact-finding hearing, or a 
case dismissal prior to the hearing—action is 
taken on the petition without a formal hearing.  
In such cases where a fact-finding hearing is not 

documented in SCOMIS, the length of time from the petition to the first order of dependency or an 
order of dismissal was used as an imputed time-to-fact-finding interval.

Overall, 70% of the combined dependency cases for the last five years—2008 to 2012—met the statu-
tory requirement of a fact-finding hearing within 75 days of the petition being filed.  Note that cases 
are included in the year in which the fact-
finding hearing is due, not the year in which 
the petition is filed.  The overall trend is one 
of improvement, increasing from 61% in 2008 
to 74% in 2010 (see Exhibit 2).  The rates of 
compliance for 2011 and 2012 remain stable 
at 74%—the highest on record.

The median number of days from the date the 
petition is filed to the fact-finding hearing has 
shown an overall trend of improvement over 
the past five years, decreasing from 69 days in 
2008 to 59 days in 2012 (see Exhibit 3). 
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Exhibit 3.  Median Number of Days from 
Petition to Fact-Finding  

measures:  
1. Percent of cases with fact-finding within 75 days of the petition
2. Median number of days to fact-finding 
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RCW 13.34.138(1):  The status of all children found to be dependent shall be reviewed by the court at least every 
six months from the beginning date of the placement episode or the date dependency is established, whichever 
is first.  The purpose of the hearing shall be to review the progress of the parties and determine whether court 
supervision should continue.

The purpose of a review hearing is to assess the progress 
of the parties and determine whether court supervision 
should continue.  Because the statutorily required due 
date for the first review hearing is difficult to identify 
for some cases, this report determines the due date for 
the first review hearing to be six months from the fil-
ing date of the dependency petition.  Exhibit 4 shows 
that the percent of cases that met the requirement for a 
first review hearing within six months has remained fairly 
steady over the past three years, from 80% in 2010 to 
85% and 84% in 2011 and 2012 respectively1.    

The median number of days from the petition to the 
first review hearing dropped from 146 days in 2010 to 
145 days in 2011, and dropped again to 141 days in 2012 
(see Exhibit 5).  

Exhibit 6 shows the percentage of all review hearings—
6-month, 12-month, and all subsequent hearings—held in 
a timely manner across the period from 2008 to 2012.  
The timeliness level was 94% in 2012, close to the 95% 
levels seen in 2010 and 20112. 

1 For more detailed information regarding code changes, see Appendix D.
2 Due dates for subsequent review hearings were determined to be six months from the previous review hearing; these 
dates were obtained from SCOMIS court data.
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RCW 13.34.145(1)(a): A permanency planning hearing shall be held in all cases where the child has remained 
in out-of-home care for at least nine months and an adoption decree, guardianship order, or permanent custody 
order has not previously been entered.  The hearing shall take place no later than twelve months following com-
mencement of the current placement episode.  

The purpose of a permanency planning hear-
ing is to inquire into the welfare of the child 
and progress of the case, and to reach de-
cisions regarding permanent placement.  In 
order to calculate a due date for a perma-
nency planning hearing, FamLink data were 
used to determine the beginning date of the 
placement episode and the length of time the 
child was in that placement.  If the requisite 
9 months had passed, the due date for the 
permanency planning hearing was set at 12 
months from the date the placement began.  

Exhibit 7 shows the percentage of cases in which the first permanency planning hearing occurred within 
12 months of the beginning of the placement episode (meeting the statutory requirement)3.  Over the last 

four years, there have been small changes in 
the timeliness of the first permanency plan-
ning hearing; using data from all counties, the 
graph shows a small increase—from 82% in 
2010 to 85% in 2011 with a slight decrease to 
83% in 2012.  The median number of months 
to the first permanency planning hearing has 
improved, falling from 10 months in 2010 to 
9 months in 2012 (see Exhibit 8).

3 For more detailed information regarding code changes, see Appendix D.

O B j e C T I v e  3 :   p e r m a n e n C y  p l a n n I n g  h e a r I n g 
W I T h I n  1 2  m O n T h s

measures:  
1. Percent of cases with first permanency planning hearing 

within 12 months of placement
2. Median number of days from placement to first permanency 

planning hearing  

 
 
 
 

77 
84 82 85 83 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Exhibit 7.  Percent of Cases with a Permanency 
Planning Hearing within 12 Months of Placement 

**New Codes Implemented In 2009 

 

11 11 
10 10 

9 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Exhibit 8.  Median Number of Months to First 
Permanency Planning Hearing 

**New Codes Implemented In 2009 

| 12 |



RCW 13.34.145(1)(c):  Permanency planning goals should be achieved at the earliest possible date, preferably 
before the child has been in out-of-home care for fifteen months.

The goals of state and federal child welfare laws are to 
provide children with safe, nurturing, and permanent 
living situations as quickly as possible.  Although there 
is no specific statutory time requirement for achiev-
ing permanency, the Washington State Legislature has 
set a goal of achieving permanency before a child has 
spent 15 months in out-of-home care.  To measure 
time to permanency, FamLink data were used to iden-
tify the length of time spent in out-of-home care.  Fi-
nal permanent outcomes, (reunification, adoption, and 
guardianship) and other outcomes (aging out), were 
also taken from FamLink.  A permanency due date was 
set as the date on which the child reached 15 months in out-of-home care.  This indicator shows the 
percentage of children who had an exit from placement by the 15-month due date, as documented in 
FamLink.  Permanency before 15 months of out-of-home care continued to increase from 30% in 2011 to 
34% in 2012—up four years running from 28% in 2009 and 29% in 2010 (see Exhibit 9). 

   
The length of time spent in out-of-
home care differs depending upon 
the type of outcome.  In 2012, the 
median length of time to permanen-
cy was 14 months for reunifications, 
compared to 38 months for youth 
who had aged out or were emanci-
pated, and 27 months for youth who 
were adopted—a decrease from 
30 months in 2011 (see Exhibit 10).  
Over the last three years, the num-
ber of months spent in out-of-home 
care before establishing a guardian-
ship has remained close to the 22% 
seen in 2012.
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Note:  Data for Exhibit 10 include cases that achieved a final outcome by 12/31/2012. 
Data are presented by the placement exit year shown in FamLink. 

O B j e C T I v e  4 :   p e r m a n e n C y  aC h I e v e D  B e f O r e  1 5 
m O n T h s  O f  O u T - O f - h O m e  C a r e

measures:  
1. Percent of cases achieving permanency before 15 months of        

out-of-home care
2. Median number of months of out-of-home care to final outcome
3. Percent of reunifications before 15 months, between 15 and 24 

months and after 24 months of out-of-home care 

| 13 |



Exhibit 11 depicts the percentage of reunifications that occurred before 15 months of out-of-home care, 
between 15 and 24 months of out-of-home care, or more than 24 months of out-of-home care.  Although 
the percentage of reunifications occurring after 24 months of out-of-home case has been gradually de-
clining across the period from 2009 to 2011, the percentage of reunifications that qualify as timely—that 
is, occurring before 15 months of out-of-home care—decreased from 54% in 2011 to 50% in 2012. 
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The Adoptions and Safe Families Act (ASFA; United States Public Law 105-89, section 103) requires states to begin 
the process of terminating parental rights for certain cases, including those in which children have been in foster 
care for 15 of the most recent 22 months.  Exceptions to this rule are cases where the child is being cared for by 
a relative, there is a compelling reason why termination would not be in the best interest of the child, or the State 
has failed to offer the necessary services to the family.

FamLink data were used to calculate time in out-of-home care, as well as the time from the start of 
the placement to the date of petition to terminate parental rights. Data from AOC were used to de-
termine the actual filing date of the TPR peti-
tion if one had been filed, and whether other 
compelling reasons existed for not filing a TPR 
petition.4   In general, both the quality of data 
for TPR petitions and the accuracy of report-
ing have improved in recent years thanks to 
more widespread use of valid codes when 
documenting exceptions to the 15-month re-
quirement based on “compelling reasons.”  In 
addition, revisions to data collection and data 
linkages and analysis led to increased levels of 
timely TPR petitions filed within 15 months of 
out-of-home care.

Of the dependent children who had an associ-
ated termination case or who were due for a 
termination case in 2012, 59% had a termina-
tion petition within 15 months of out-of-home 
care (see Exhibit 12), a decline from 62% in 
2011.  The median number of months spent in 
out-of-home care prior to the filing of a TPR 
petition has fallen from 14 months in 2008 to 
12 months across the period from 2010 to 
2012 (Exhibit 13).

4  For information on the handling of cases involving Native American children, see Appendix D..

O B j e C T I v e  5 :   T e r m I n aT I O n  O f  pa r e n Ta l  r I g h T s 
p e T I T I O n  f I l e D  W I T h I n  1 5  m O n T h s  O f 

O u T - O f - h O m e  C a r e

measures:  
1. Percent of cases with termination of parental rights petition 

filed within 15 months of out-of-home care
2. Median number of months of out-of-home care prior to 

termination of parental rights petition 
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RCW 13.34.145(1)(c):  In cases where parental rights have been terminated, the child is legally free for adoption, 
and adoption has been identified as the primary permanency planning goal, it shall be a goal to complete the 
adoption within six months following entry of the termination order.  

In order to determine the percentage of 
cases that achieved the goal of adoption 
within six months of a termination order, 
a due date for a completed adoption was 
set at six months from the date the child 
became legally free.  AOC’s SCOMIS data 
were used to identify the date of the termi-
nation order, and Children’s Administration 
(FamLink) data were used to identify the 
date the adoption was finalized. 

Exhibit 14 presents the percentage of cases 
in which the adoption was completed with-
in six months of termination of parental 
rights.  In general, the trend shows clear improvement with increases from 38% in 2010 to 50% in 2011, 
and increasing again to 59% in 2012.  These increases reflect, at least in part, the steps taken to more ac-
curately identify adoptions in FamLink case records.

Exhibit 15 displays the median number of 
months from the termination of parental 
rights to adoption completion. The median 
length of time has fallen from 11 months in 
2008 to five months in 2012. 

 

o b j e c t I v e  6 :   a d o p t I o n  c o m p L e t e d  w I t H I n  s I X 
m o n t H s  o F  t e r m I n at I o n  o r d e r

measures:  
1. Percent of cases with adoption completed within six months 

of the termination order
2. Median number of months to adoption completion 
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r a c I a L  a n d  e t H n I c  d I s p a r I t y  I n                  
d e p e n d e n c y  c a s e s

Early in 2012, the Center for Court Research entered into a Continuous Quality Improvement 
partnership with the CA to examine the influences of the Division of Child and Family Servic-
es (DCFS) and court processes on racial differences in the length of dependency cases.  This 
section presents preliminary descriptive information about racial differences in timeliness of 
the first 6-month review hearing, the 12-month permanency planning hearing, 15-month filing 
of termination of parental rights petition, and 6-month adoption completion.  We look at cases 
that began in the period from 2007 through the end of 2011, where the child also had no other 
involvement with the child welfare system from the year 2000 through 2006 (we want to focus 
on cases that likely mark the start of involvement of children with the child welfare system, 
rather than the cases for children who have been in and out of the system).

To compare the extent of racial differences in the rates of compliance, we calculate a Dispar-
ity Index that shows the magnitude of racial disparity for each performance standard rela-
tive to the racial composition of the population at dependency filing, rather than relative to 
the general population.  The population at dependency filing removes from consideration in 
this report racial disparity arising prior to or at the step of dependency filing.  Any remain-
ing disparity thus reflects differences arising in the court and child welfare processes after 
dependency filing in hearing timeliness, filing a petition for termination of parental rights, or 
in completing an adoption.  

Calculating the Disparity Index begins with calculating rates of occurrence for children grouped 
according to race and ethnicity; for each group, the rate is given by the formula:

number of children at a decision point

 number at dependency filing

Then, the Disparity Index compares the rates of occurrence for minority children with the 
rate for non-Hispanic White children:  

minority group rate of occurrence

non-Hispanic White rate of occurrence

If the Black rate of occurrence for non-compliant fact-finding hearings = 0.4 and the non-
Hispanic White rate of occurrence for non-compliant fact-finding hearings = 0.3, then the Dis-
parity Index for fact-finding hearing non-compliance is 0.4/0.3 = 1.33.  A Disparity Index value 
above 1 indicates a higher probability of late (non-compliant) fact-finding hearings for minor-
ity children compared to non-Hispanic White children, so a Disparity Index of 1.33 means 
that dependent children who are Black experience fact-finding hearing non-compliance one 
and one-third times more often than White dependent children.  Disparity Index values less 
than 1 mean that the occurrence is less likely for children of color than for White children; an 
Index value of 0.8 for fact-finding in cases involving Black children means that the likelihood 
of occurrence for Black children is eight tenths (or 80%) of the likelihood for White children. 

{              }

{              }
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The values in the charts represent dependency filing years 2007-2011 for Time to Fact-Finding, 
2010-2011 for Time to First Review Hearing and Time to Permanency Planning Hearing, 2007- 
June 2011 for Time to Termination of Parental Rights Petition, and 2007-2010 for Time to 
Adoption Completion. 

Race Categories
Children’s Administration recently changed the way in which children are assigned to racial/ 
ethnic categories to show more clearly the differences in disparate treatment and outcomes 
experienced by children who are part of more than one racial category.  Analysis in this re-
port uses the improved Children’s Administration data so that we can begin to distinguish the 
representation of single-race children from multi-racial dependent children.  To avoid overly 
complicated presentation of results, we do not look at groups of children that are too small 
in number.  The categories below appear in our analysis:

• Native American (just one race indicated)

• Asian/Pacific Islander (just one race indicated)

• Black (just one race indicated)

• White (just one race indicated)

• Hispanic (White or Unknown race; Hispanics of other races 
are included in the multi-racial groups)

• Multi-racial Native American (any Native American indicated)

• Multi-racial Black (any Black indicated, except Native American)

• Multi-racial Other (Asian/Hispanic/White combinations, with 
no indication of Native American or Black)

• Unknown (no races indicated)

New initiatives will take several years to produce results and it will take time for system 
changes to be reflected in the data in Washington State. 
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Non-Compliance with Fact-Finding Hearing
The graph shows the results of comparing levels of non-compliance with the 75-day timeliness 
standard for a fact-finding hearing for children of color with the level for White children. In 
the 2007 – 2011 period, Native American children and children identified as multi-racial Black 
were slightly less likely, and Hispanic children were slightly more likely, than White children to 
experience fact-finding hearings that were held after the 75-day timeliness standard.  Other 
children of color were from 9% more likely (Black children) to 35% more likely (children of 
unknown race and ethnicity) than White children to experience fact-finding hearings that 
were not compliant with the 75-day standard.

Non-Compliance with First 6-Month Review Hearing
In the 2010 – 2011 period, Native American, Asian/Pacific Islander, Black, multi-race Black, and 
multi-race Other children were less likely to experience late 6-month review hearings than 
were White children; for example, with a Disparity Index of 0.87, Native American children 
were 87% as likely as White children to experience late 6-month review hearings.  In contrast, 
Hispanic, multi-race Native American, and unknown race children were more likely than White 
children to have late 6-month review hearings; for example, Hispanic children were 13% more 
likely to experience non-compliant 6-month review hearings. 
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Non-Compliance with 12-Month Permanency 
Planning Hearing
Also in the 2010 – 2011 period, all groups of racial and ethnic minorities, except children with 
unknown race and ethnicity, were less likely than White children to experience a permanency 
planning hearing that occurred after the 12-month timeliness standard.  For example, Native 
American children had 56% of the likelihood of White children to have had a non-compliant 
permanency planning hearing.

Non-Compliance with 15-Month Termination of            
Parental Rights Petition Filing
The graph shows that, for the period from January of 2007 through June of 2011, Asian and 
Pacific Islander children, multi-racial Native American children, and children with unknown 
race and ethnicity were all about as likely or less likely than White children to experience 
non-compliant termination of parental rights filings.  Children in all other racial and ethnic 
minority groups—Native American, Black, Hispanic, multi-racial Black, and multi-racial Oth-
er—were more likely than White children to experience a non-compliant filing of termination 
of parental rights.  For example, Black children, with a disparity ratio of 1.22, were 22% more 
likely to have late filing of termination petitions.
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Non-Compliance with 6-Month Adoption Completion
Among all children with completed adoptions during the 2007-2010 period, Hispanic children, 
with a disparity index of 1.09, were 9% more likely, and multi-racial Other children were 38% 
more likely than White children to have had adoption completions that took longer than the 
standard of 6 months after termination of parental rights.  In contrast, Black and multi-racial 
Black children were generally about as likely as White children to have had timely adoptions, 
while Native American, Asian and Pacific Islander, multi-racial Native American children, along 
with children of unknown race and ethnicity, were less likely to experience non-compliant 
adoptions (or more likely to experience timely adoptions) than were White children.  For 
example, Native American children had 84% of the likelihood of White children to experience 
compliant adoptions. 
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c o u r t  I m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m

The Court Improvement Program (CIP) is a coordinated, federally-funded effort to improve the courts’ 
response to dependency and termination of parental rights cases.  In Washington, the Administrative 
Office of the Courts administers the CIP and the three associated grants Washington State receives.  The 
basic grant sponsors judicial attendance at the annual Children’s Justice Conference, Reasonable Efforts 
Symposia, national conferences, and also funds specific projects such as the expansion of the Parents for 
Parents Program.  The training grant sponsors the Court Improvement Training Academy.  The data grant 
helps provide funding support for this report and other child welfare research efforts at the Center for 
Court Research.  CIP funds augment the funds available to the juvenile courts and the Administrative 
Office of the Courts to assist in the efforts of judicial officers to improve outcomes for children and 
families.  Continuous Quality Improvement requirements provide accountability and transparency in the 
administration of the grants, and ultimately improve outcomes for children and families.

c o n t I n u o u s  Q u a L I t y  I m p r o v e m e n t

A tenet of the Court Improvement Program, and of all work in child welfare, is Continuous Quality 
Improvement (CQI).  CQI can be defined as use of data “to identify, inform, monitor and improve progress 
toward outcomes in an ongoing fashion.”5  CQI is readily apparent in the development of this report and 
the interactive dependency timeliness report, both of which have grown and become more useful and 
useable to the greater child welfare community.  Through solicited feedback and suggestions, the Center 
for Court Research has helped the courts and stakeholders increase their accountability to children and 
families in the way their cases are handled, with the goal of ever-improving outcomes.  Courts have used 
the data presented in this and the interactive reports to refine processes and procedures to improve 
timeliness of case processing.   Expanding the report’s coverage of outcomes measures marks a significant 
expansion of CQI related to children involved with dependency cases.

t H e  c o m m I s s I o n  o n  c H I L d r e n  I n  F o s t e r  c a r e

Co-chaired by a Supreme Court Justice (sitting or retired) and the Assistant Secretary of Children’s 
Administration, the Commission on Children in Foster Care’s mission is to “provide all children in foster 
care with safe, permanent families in which their physical, emotional, intellectual, and social needs are 
met.”  Stakeholders, including representatives from the courts, the Legislature, tribes, the Office of Public 
Defense, the Office of Civil Legal Aid, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Attorney General’s 
Office, foster parents, foster youth alumni, and Washington State CASA work to promote communication, 
collaboration, and cooperation.  In 2012, the Commission on Children in Foster Care developed a 
compendium of best practices juvenile courts can utilize to improve case processing practices.  In 2010, 

5 Administration for Children and Families Program Instruction, OMB Control No: 0970-0307, 1.11.2012, p 6, fn. 3.

d e p e n d e n c y  c o u r t  I m p r o v e m e n t  e F F o r t s
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the Commission released “Meaningful Legal Representation for Children and Youth in Washington’s Child 
Welfare System.”  The Commission supports the annual Foster Youth and Alumni Leadership Summit, at 
which foster youth and alumni are given voice and an opportunity to exchange concerns, challenges, and 
suggestions for systems improvements.  Minutes and agendas for Commission meetings are available at 
www.courts.wa.gov under Boards, Commissions, Programs & Orgs link in the navigation bar. 

F a m I L y  t r e a t m e n t  c o u r t s

Family Treatment Courts have been established in 14 counties:  Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Island, Jefferson, 
King, Kitsap, Okanogan, Pierce, Skagit, Snohomish, Thurston, Whatcom, and Yakima.  A family dependency 
treatment court is a juvenile or family court docket consisting of abuse, neglect, and dependency cases in 
which parental substance abuse has been identified as a primary factor.  Judges, attorneys, child protection 
services, and treatment personnel unite with the goal of providing safe, nurturing, and permanent homes 
for children, while also providing parents with support and services to assist them in becoming drug and 
alcohol abstinent. Family dependency treatment courts aid parents in regaining control of their lives and 
promote long-term stabilized recovery to enhance the possibility of family reunification within legally 
mandated timeframes.  Since the first family treatment court was created in 1996, Family Treatment 
Courts have seen 732 individuals graduate.  A directory of Therapeutic Courts, including Family Treatment 
Courts, is available on the courts’ website (www.courts.wa.gov).

t H e  s p o k a n e  m o d e L

The Spokane Model was developed in Spokane County Juvenile Court in 2007.  A core team consisting 
of a court commissioner, a DSHS social worker, an assistant attorney general, a defense attorney, and a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) are assigned to dependency cases at the shelter care hearing 
and participate in all subsequent hearings until the dependency is dismissed or until the termination of 
parental rights trial begins.  Court commissioners are assigned to a rotation in juvenile court and, in 
addition, sit in juvenile court part or all of one day per week when they are not assigned to juvenile court.  
This approach provides consistency, continuity, and stability.  The National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges studied the Spokane Model and results of the assessment found

• The Spokane Juvenile Court processes cases in a timely manner. The majority of hearings 
occur within statutory requirements or recommendations.

• Children are routinely placed in relative care. At every hearing, children are placed with a 
relative or parents more frequently than in foster care.

• Parents attend the majority of hearings. Mothers attend 75% of hearings and fathers attend 
53% of hearings.

• Mothers’ compliance at the review hearing relates to the likelihood of reunification.  Mothers 
who are in compliance at review are more likely to reunify than those not in compliance.

These findings demonstrate that the Spokane Juvenile Court generally has timely and efficient case 
processing. Researchers identified three best practice areas that may be contributing to the efficiency in 
Spokane.  These include:  continuance practice, engagement of parties, and case tracking and reporting.
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F a m I L y  &  j u v e n I L e  c o u r t  I m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m

The Family and Juvenile Court Improvement Plan (FJCIP) is a model that allows flexible implementation 
centered on core elements, such as stable leadership, education, and case management support. Thirteen 
courts continue to participate in FJCIP, with funding having been granted through June 30, 2013.  The FJCIP 
incorporates Unified Family Court principles:  one family/one judicial team; specialized judicial education; 
case management; longer term assignments to juvenile court; and mandatory mediation.  The guiding 
principles for reform are based on the UFC methodology, as well as state and federal timelines related 
to processing dependency cases. Courts participating in the FJCIP program are grouped into 11 project 
sites across the state.  Superior courts receiving FJCIP funding are:  Asotin with Columbia and Garfield, 
Chelan, Clallam with Jefferson, Island, King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, Spokane, and Thurston.  The FJCIP 
courts generally perform better than other courts on the six timeliness measures reported herein, as 
seen in Appendix A.  Regardless, the current state budget situation continues to make funding of the FJCIP 
tenuous. 

m o d e L  c o u r t s

Model Courts, a project of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ), provides 
targeted training and technical assistance to enhance how each model court responds to and processes 
child abuse and neglect cases.  The goals of the Model Courts project are to change the way in which 
the court and the child welfare agency, as well as the broader child welfare community, work together to 
develop, implement, and sustain collaborative reform, and to change the way in which all system participants 
define their roles with respect to day-to-day practice and overall reform initiatives.  King County Superior 
Court was selected as a Model Court and has placed emphasis on mediation.  The National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges reported that mediation has many benefits, including improvement of 
timeliness and reduction of workload in early stages of dependency cases, higher likelihood that agreement 
will be reached. and that children will be placed with a relative as opposed to placement in foster care.    
In addition, attention to the Indian Child Welfare Act compliance has been stressed in the King County 
Model Court.

j u d I c I a L  w o r k L o a d  s t u d y

The Judicial Workload Study, funded by the Court Improvement Program federal grant, was undertaken 
in 2007 in Mason, Spokane, and King Counties.  The goals of the study are to develop a better way to 
assess judicial workload in dependency cases; assess judicial workload in the context of resource needs 
for implementation of laws using best practices; and identify key elements, lessons learned, and overall 
recommendations to help guide all courts. These three sites will serve as a baseline assessment in order 
to move forward with a statewide evaluation of judicial workload in dependency cases.

In August 2011, the National Council for Juvenile and Family Court Judges reported, “Analysis from the 
statewide judicial workload assessment revealed that 25 of the 39 jurisdictions (64%) in Washington 
State have adequate judicial resources to conduct sufficient hearings. However, the remaining 14 (26%) 
jurisdictions require substantial additional resources in order to conduct sufficient hearings. Overall, in 
order to meet juvenile dependency workload demands for sufficient practice, Washington’s 
courts could benefit from 9 to 10 additional judicial officers devoted solely to juvenile 
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dependency cases (emphasis added).  In order to consistently conduct thorough juvenile dependency 
hearings, 20 of the 39 jurisdictions (51%) in Washington State do not have adequate judicial resources. The 
19 jurisdictions that do have adequate judicial resources tend to be more rural jurisdictions. Overall, 
Washington’s courts could benefit from 18 additional judicial officers overseeing juvenile 
dependency hearings to conduct thorough hearings in all jurisdictions6 (emphasis added).” 

p a r e n t s  r e p r e s e n ta t I o n  p r o g r a m

The Washington State Office of Public Defense (OPD) Parents Representation Program (PRP) provides 
state-funded attorney representation and case support services to indigent parents, custodians, and legal 
guardians involved in child dependency and termination of parental rights proceedings.  Key elements 
of the PRP include: the implementation of caseload limits and professional attorney standards; access 
to expert services and independent social workers; OPD oversight; and ongoing training and support.   
The program operates in 25 of Washington’s 39 counties: Benton, Chelan, Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Ferry, 
Franklin, Grant, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Klickitat, Kitsap, Kittitas, Mason, Pacific, Pend Oreille, Pierce, 
Skagit, Skamania, Snohomish, Spokane, Stevens, Thurston, Wahkiakum, and Yakima.

In a recent evaluation of the program, the PRP’s enhanced legal representation was shown to reduce the 
number of days to achieving permanency for children in foster care by speeding up reunification with 
parents, or where reunification was not possible, by speeding up permanency through guardianship or 
adoption7.  

The program began in 2000 after the Legislature directed OPD to implement a pilot program providing 
enhanced legal representation in the Pierce and Benton/Franklin juvenile courts.  The pilot program 
addressed inequity of resources for parent attorneys’ versus AAGs, including a level of practice standards, 
investigative or expert resources, compensation, and caseload volume.  In 2005, the PRP began expanding 
to other Washington counties.   Since its inception, the PRP has been evaluated numerous times showing 
positive results.  Further information on the program is available at http://www.opd.wa.gov.

I v- e  w a I v e r  a n d  F a m I L y  a s s e s s m e n t  r e s p o n s e

September 28, 2012, the federal Department of Health and Human Services selected the Washington 
State Department of Social and Health Services, Children’s Administration as one of nine Title IV-E Waver 
demonstration sites. The IV-E waiver allows Washington State to receive reimbursement for serving 
children through innovative approaches designed to safely prevent removal from their homes.  Washington 
State’s primary approach will be the Family Assessment Response (FAR), an alternative response pathway 
designed to respond to lower-risk allegations of child abuse and neglect. The FAR pathway works with 
families to identify strengths and needs. Because there is no identified “perpetrator” or formal finding 
of abuse, and families can choose to participate in the FAR pathway, the intervention is less adversarial 
than the investigative pathway.  Both the FAR and investigative pathways focus on child safety.  Family 
Assessment Response will be phased in gradually through June 30, 2016 beginning on January 1, 2014.

6 Macgill, S., Summers, A., Russell, J. & Wood, S. (2011). PPCD Research Report: Judicial Workload in Washington State. National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. p. 1.
7 Courtney, M.E., Hook, J.L., (2012). Evaluation of the impact of enhanced parental legal representation on the timing of perma-
nency outcomes for children in foster care. Children and Youth Services Review. 34 (7), pp.1337-1343
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o t H e r  I n I t I a t I v e s

Collaborative strategies among the three branches of government enhance responses to child abuse 
and child neglect.  Such strategies were evidenced in 2012 by the continuing work on the Child and 
Family Services Review Program Improvement Plan, detailing discrete programmatic improvements to 
be made in the handling of dependency and termination of parental rights cases.  Also in recent years, 
intergovernmental cooperation was evidenced by the Three Branch Institute, attended by representatives 
of all three branches, and the creation of a multi-year action plan to address the needs of adolescents 
in foster care; and the continuing collaborative efforts of the courts, Children’s Administration and the 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction to improve education outcomes for children in foster care.

Enhanced use of case coding allows courts to more accurately assess compliance with required timely 
filing of termination petitions.  New codes were developed to document the reason a dependency case 
is dismissed.  Also new is a legally free notice to document when a dependent child or youth becomes 
eligible for adoption. Use of appropriate codes has increased substantially in many courts, and training 
efforts are underway to further enhance that use.
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I n t e r a c t I v e  r e p o r t s 

c o n t I n u o u s  Q u a L I t y  I m p r o v e m e n t  a n d 
d e p e n d e n c y  r e p o r t I n g

Historically, one of the limitations of the annual report has been 
the inability to provide courts with more frequent opportunities 
to monitor their dependency caseloads and take corrective action 
if needed—examining and understanding the data behind the num-
bers. 

In 2011, to address the lack of up-to-date information, the Center—
working with the courts and with the contribution of invaluable 
data from the CA—developed a tool for more frequent monitoring 
of dependency case handling.  The Interactive Dependency Timeli-
ness Report (IDTR) is a web-based application, housed securely on 
an internal AOC server, which addresses the need for frequent and 
robust feedback to the field.  

The tool allows users to view 
data for the state, their own 
county, or any other county.  Us-
ers specify data filter criteria and 
level of detail, allowing them to 
view data all along the spectrum, 
from broad state-to-county or 
county-to-county comparisons 
to individual person and case-
specific information.  

The dependency reporting produced by the Center for Court Research is a transformative 
tool which, because it includes online, court-specific reporting with drill-down capability (de-
scribed in the Interactive Reports section, below), has supported the development of multiple 
systems of performance management in the courts, CA, the Office of the Attorney General, 
the Office of Public Defense, and other child welfare system actors. Public agencies are sup-
posed to be conscientious about performance, and the interactive reports help public officials 
to organize around a useful performance reporting tool and carry out their obligations to per-
form in the best interests of court-involved dependent children.  The section devoted to the 
Court Improvement Training Academy’s consulting and community building provides a good 
example of support for court-based performance management team formation.  

“FOr mE, ThE INTErACTIvE rE-
pOrTS hAvE BEEN AN INvALU-
ABLE TOOL!  IT IS vEry rEAS-
SUrINg TO hAvE ThE STATS IN 
my hAND WhEN I mEET WITh 
my COUrT COmmISSIONEr.  IT 
hAS ALSO BEEN vEry hELpFUL 
TO hAvE ThIS INFOrmATION 
WhEN I hAvE NEED TO gO TO 
my CLErk ASkINg ThAT ShE 
TALk WITh hEr DEpUTIES ABOUT 
DATA ENTry AND CODINg.  
pErhApS mOST ImpOrTANTLy, 
ThESE rEpOrTS hAvE SpArkED 
CONvErSATION IN OUr COUrT 
ABOUT WhAT WE ArE DOINg, 
WhAT WE NEED TO BE DOINg, 
AND WhAT WE WOULD LOvE 
TO BE DOINg!”

— Fona sugg, 
FJCIp COOrDINATOr

ChELAN COUNTy

“ThIS DATABASE IS kEpT 
CUrrENT.  IT’S FULL OF 
hELpFUL INFOrmATION 
ThAT IS EASILy ACCESSIBLE.  
yOU CAN qUICkLy SEE 
WhErE yOUr DEpENDENCy 
prACTICES ArE WOrkINg 
WELL AND WhErE ThEy 
NEED ImprOvEmENT.”

— baRt vanDegRiFt

COUrT COmmISSIONEr

ChELAN COUNTy
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40

Idtr drILL down sHows cHILd-specIFIc detaIL

Improvements to the data exchange schedule between the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 
and CA allow for more frequent updates to the interactive reports, supplying users with information 
needed to rapidly identify trends and areas needing attention.  Counties are able to see, in nearly real 
time, how they are performing in comparison to other 
counties in the State, and look at problematic cases to 
see what needs to be done to get the cases back on 
track, a process that supports the Continuous Quality 
Improvement efforts in Washington State.  

Through continual and expanding cooperation from 
CA, quality assurance  teams, county clerks, Family and 
Juvenile Court Improvement Plan Coordinators, and 
the Court Improvement Training Academy’s Tables of 
Ten,  the IDTR is also enhancing direct training efforts, 
providing the needed data to more accurately assess 
training needs and improve outcomes for children and 
families.  

“SpEAkINg FOr ThE grANT COUNTy TABLE 
OF TEN, ThE IDTr IS USED AS A TOpIC OF 
CONvErSATION AT OUr mEETINgS AND hAS 
BEEN USEFUL WhEN WE ASk OUrSELvES ThE 
qUESTION ‘hOW ArE WE DOINg?’  I ALSO 
USE IT TO prOvIDE UpDATES TO OUr SUpErIOr 
COUrT COmmISSIONEr WhEN ShE rEqUESTS 
DATA.  I ThINk ThIS hAS BEEN vEry hELpFUL 
IN TAkINg A LOOk AT OUr SySTEm AND DE-
vELOpINg WAyS WE CAN ImprOvE OUr OUT-
COmES.”

— Janeil KiKuChi
ChAIr, grANT COUNTy TABLE OF TEN
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T h e  C O u r T  I m p r O v e m e n T  T r a I n I n g  a C a D e m y

The Court Improvement Training Academy (CITA) at the University of Washington School of Law is 
dedicated to fostering practice communities that pursue innovative research, practical approaches, and 
measurable results for the child welfare legal system in Washington State.  CITA began operations in 
September 2007.  Funded primarily by a federal Court Improvement Program Training Grant administered 
by the Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts, CITA’s efforts can be divided into three 
primary categories: direct training; electronic resource development; and consulting and community 
building.

d I r e c t  t r a I n I n g

CITA sponsors and co-sponsors approximately 40 direct 
trainings for judges, lawyers, and other professionals across 
Washington each year.  The trainings focus on making 
innovative practice and research information available to 
practitioners in the field.  CITA faculty typically train in an 
open, multi-disciplinary environment designed to engage 
participants in direct learning of technical concepts to 
improve practice and to foster continuing conversations 
across disciplines as to how these interventions are best 
adapted in a local environment.  The advent of AOC’s 
Interactive Dependency Timeliness Reports (IDTR) has 
enhanced CITA’s direct training efforts by providing data 
to more accurately assess training needs.  It has also 
proven a valuable tool in helping training participants 
bridge the gap between theoretical concepts and practical 
reality. 

e L e c t r o n I c  r e s o u r c e  d e v e L o p m e n t

CITA maintains a number of electronic resources including a web page, two listservs and a blog.  The web 
page (www.uwcita.org) provides access to on-demand training videos, materials, notices of upcoming 
learning opportunities, and more.  One of the most frequently accessed items on the web page is the 
Juvenile Non-Offender Benchbook which is regularly maintained and updated by CITA.  Listservs include 
CITA News, which provides updates on learning opportunities, legislation, appellate cases of interest, and 
other news for the child welfare practitioner, and the Sounding Board, which provides commentary on 
books and research of interest to those working in child welfare.  The Sounding Board is also available 
in blog format.  Although a direct link to AOC’s interactive dependency reports is not possible for 
confidentiality reasons, CITA will be working with AOC over the next year to consider ways to integrate 
this data into its electronic resources, including performance data in relevant sections of the Benchbook 
and acknowledging counties with outstanding metrics.

“WE AT ThUrSTON COUNTy FAmILy & 
JUvENILE COUrT ArE ALL OF ThE OpINION 
ThAT ThE INTErACTIvE rEpOrTS grEATLy 
ImprOvED ThE FUNCTIONS OF OUr FJCIp 
pOSITION AND rEDUCED ThE rEpOrT-CrE-
ATINg NEEDS OF ThIS COUrT.  ThIS FrEED 
ThE pOSITION Up TO DO OThEr ImpOr-
TANT WOrk, WhILE STILL prOvIDINg ThE 
DATA NEEDED TO kEEp US ON TrACk AND 
mOvINg ThESE CASES TO COmpLETION IN A 
TImELy AND EFFECTIvE mANNEr.”

— bev MoRgan

Sr. JUDICIAL ASSISTANT 
ThUrSTON COUNTy
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c o n s u Lt I n g  a n d  c o m m u n I t y  b u I L d I n g

A critical piece of CITA’s work is building community and providing technical assistance to courts to 
improve their practice.  CITA has established “Tables of Ten” in ten counties across the state.  These 
groups consist of ten people who work at the county level to improve their court system’s response 
to abuse and neglect cases.  Typically, these groups are made up of the county judicial officer hearing 
the majority of the dependency docket, the lead Assistant 
Attorney General, a DSHS Area Administrator, a member 
of the parents’ defense bar, the lead GAL / CASA, and other 
system partners, all of whom participate in examining their 
county system and developing plans for improvement.  One 
critical component, which had been missing in these efforts, 
was a consistent, meaningful way to measure progress 
on the county level.  AOC’s IDTR provides a means of 
quantitatively assessing child welfare legal systems on the 
county level and a means of consistently measuring progress 
made by improvement efforts.  

By regularly seeking the feedback of FJCIP’s and members 
of CITA’s Tables of Ten, the IDTR team has demonstrated 
its commitment to improving this tool to make it more 
responsive to the needs of the counties.  This cooperation 
has been a hallmark of the partership between CITA and the IDTR team since its inception and has 
been instrumental in bringing about innovative changes in both local practice and improved timeliness 
measures in diverse Washington counties.  The IDTR will continue to be an invaluable tool for CITA and 
the AOC in their Continuous Quality Improvement efforts in Washington State. 

“ThE INTErACTIvE rEpOrTS ArE A 
TrEmENDOUS rESOUrCE FOr ThE 
COUrTS. WE NOW hAvE ThE CApAC-
ITy TO DISCOvEr TrENDS, COrrECT 
DEFICIENCIES, TrACk LATE CASES, AND 
rESEArCh CAUSES FOr DELAyS. WE 
hAvE ONLy BEgUN TO SCrATCh ThE 
SUrFACE OF ThE TrEmENDOUS pOTEN-
TIAL USES FOr ThIS ONgOINg DATA.”

— Janell gRubb

FJCIp COOrDINATOr

SpOkANE COUNTy

“SNOhOmISh COUNTy hAS BEEN ABLE TO USE ThE DATA 
gIvEN TO US AND mAkE ChANgES TO OUr COUrT prO-
CESS.  ThE CENTEr FOr COUrT rESEArCh hAS BEEN vEry 
ACCOmmODATINg AND IS IN ThE prOCESS OF ANALyzINg 
AND rEpOrTINg OUr DATA IN A WAy ThAT IS vEry USEFUL 
FOr OUr COUrT AND OUr TABLE OF TEN.  ThE INTErAC-
TIvE CApACITy OF ThE IDTr IS ThE kEy rEASON IT IS SO 
SUCCESSFUL.”

— ChRistine liebsaCK

FJCIp COOrDINATOr

SNOhOmISh COUNTy
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Summary & 
Recommendations

Washington courts—in partnership with the Legislature, Children’s Administration, the defense bar, the 
Attorney General’s Office, and others—have continued efforts to improve the lives of children and 
families involved in the child welfare system.  Promotion of early and meaningful engagement of parents, 
oversight through improved case management techniques, enhanced access to local case data, continuing 
collaboration with stakeholders, and increasing attention to overall outcomes of children all contribute 
to the shared goals of keeping children safe and families intact, whenever possible.     

As courts’ ability to track and manage data improves, court processes can be identified and strategies 
for improvement can be developed.  The almost real-time interactive timeliness reports give courts a 
greater ability to hone practices and policies to improve the way dependency cases are handled and, in 
turn, improve overall outcomes for children and families.  This report has grown in scope and usability, 
even without dedicated funding for its sustainability.  The Center for Court Research has begun to include 
measures of racial disproportionality in this report to begin to understand the extent of disproportionality 
for different groups and the reasons for disproportionality when it occurs  CITA continues to offer 
diverse, high-quality education opportunities to all members of the child welfare community.  

Although year-to-year changes may appear modest, positive changes have been accumulating, and there is 
agreement across most indicators of a sustained improvement over time.  All child welfare partners have 
a role in achieving such improvements and must work together collaboratively to achieve even broader 
and more substantial improvements.  And today, in this especially challenging economic environment, it 
is more important than ever to support, maintain and expand critical services—within and outside the 
courts—with adequate and stable funding to improve the lives of the children of Washington State. 

s u m m a r y
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The importance and urgency of the following recommendations, outlined in the 2010 report, remain:

• Continue to increase the level of data received from Children’s Administration and 
clarify data entry, coding, and analysis of foster care events.

• Establish better collaboration, coordination, and cooperation with child welfare and 
children’s research entities.

• Establish better consultation and communication around policy changes affecting the 
courts and child welfare partners.

• Improve communication and collaboration among local and state agencies to develop 
a system-wide, comprehensive view of dependent children’s overall outcomes.

• Design process and outcomes measures to assess the impact of changes in the case 
processing practices of individual courts.

• Improve consistency in use of court codes developed to track court performance.

• Establish adequate and stable funding to support courts’ research efforts in child 
welfare outcomes, including the sustainability of this report.

r e c o m m e n d a t I o n s
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appendIces:

*AFCARS data are not available for all counties.  

Appendix D:  County Level Data—Outcomes, 
Demographics, Filings & the Adoption and 
Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System 
(AFCARS*)

Appendix B:  Statewide Demographic 
Characteristics of Children in Dependency 
Cases

Appendix A:  Performance of the Family & 
Juvenile Court Improvement Plan (FJCIP) 
Courts on the Dependency Timeliness 
Indicators

Appendix C:  Additional Notes
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D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

State Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 27% 28% 25% 26% 25% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 17% 18% 16% 16% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 16% 17% 19% 18% 20% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 24% 22% 22% 23% 23% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 16% 15% 15% 16% 15% 

 Gender (1) Female 50% 49% 51% 50% 50% 

  
(2) Male 50% 51% 49% 50% 50% 

 Race (1) Nat Amer 14% 12% 13% 11% 14% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 4% 4% 4% 3% 

  
(3) Black 15% 15% 15% 14% 13% 

  
(4) Hispanic 13% 12% 15% 15% 13% 

  
(5) White 56% 56% 53% 55% 57% 

  
(9) Unknown 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 

        

Note: Annual numbers based on 
year of petition.

a p p e n d I X  B:  Statewide Demographic 
Characteristics of Children in 

Dependency Cases

Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research
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a p p e n d I X  c:  a d d I t I o n a L  n o t e s

Page 13, exhibit 4 & 5:  Before 2009, the use of the code to document these hear-
ing dates was optional, so historical data were available for only the 12 counties that 
used the code reliably.  In 2009, the dependency coding system underwent several 
improvements, including a new requirement for a permanency planning hearing code.  
Numbers reported from 2010 onward reflect the full implementation of the revised 
codes.

Page 14, exhibit 7 & 8:  Before 2009, the use of the code to document these hear-
ing dates was optional, so historical data were available for only the 12 counties that 
used the code reliably.  In 2009, the dependency coding system underwent several 
improvements, including a new requirement for a permanency planning hearing code.  
Numbers reported from 2010 onward reflect the full implementation of the revised 
codes.

Page 17, tPR Petitions:  In the 2010 report, cases involving Native American 
children were excluded to account for permitted exceptions to the Adoptions and 
Safe Families Act; for the 2011 and 2012 reports, cases involving Native American 
children are included in the analysis.  It should be noted that tribal courts can handle 
dependency cases with no superior court involvement; unless jurisdiction is trans-
ferred to superior court, cases handled by tribal court are not included in the data 
analyzed for this report.  Also in 2010, cases for which removal from home took 
place under a voluntary placement agreement—but for which a dependency petition 
was later filed—were excluded from computation of termination of parental right 
timeliness; in 2011 and 2012, such cases were included in the analysis.  In contrast 
to the 2010 report, the analysis in this report does not make any adjustment for 
children in relative placements unless documented by Compelling Reasons coding in 
SCOMIS.
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a p p e n d I X  D: c o u n t y  L e v e L  d ata
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-4

adams

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 37 40 40 52 41.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months  19    

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0%    

Guardianships Median Months 18 51    

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0%    

Reunifications Median Months 10 34.5 0 19 5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100% 0% 100% 27% 67% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Adams Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 
 

20% 46% 43% 27% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

  
23% 

 
27% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 60% 

 
8% 43% 13% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 40% 40% 23% 14% 27% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 

 
40% 

  
7% 

 
Gender (1) Female 40% 20% 69% 43% 67% 

  
(2) Male 60% 80% 31% 57% 33% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

    
13% 

  
(4) Hispanic 60% 100% 85% 71% 27% 

  
(5) White 40% 

 
15% 29% 60% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-69% 

0% 

160% 

-38% 

138% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 19 26 25 19 21 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 25% 0% 0% 50% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 97 128   30 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0%   0% 

Guardianships Median Months  22 19 2 9.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 0% 100% 100% 

Reunifications Median Months 13.5 18.5 3 1 12 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 20% 100% 67% 72% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Asotin Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 18% 60% 20% 19% 24% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 45% 20% 27% 19% 26% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 18% 

 
20% 25% 12% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 18% 

 
33% 28% 32% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 

 
20% 

 
9% 6% 

 
Gender (1) Female 45% 40% 60% 47% 56% 

  
(2) Male 55% 60% 40% 53% 44% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 27% 20% 

 
3% 12% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

  
7% 

 
3% 

  
(3) Black 

   
19% 

 
  

(4) Hispanic 
 

40% 7% 
 

6% 

  
(5) White 73% 40% 87% 78% 79% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Asotin County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-61% -55% 

240% 

88% 6% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This content-free page has been left for the purpose of double-sided printing. 
 



Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

C-11

< 20 Case Events 20+ Case Events

p e r F o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s

D-11

benton

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

83 
92 93 

88 
78 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 578 

Percent of Cases with Fact-Finding  
Within 75 Days 

92 
82 84 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 485 

Percent of First Dependency Review 
Hearings Within Six Months 

100 100 96 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 281 

Percent of Cases with Permanency 
Planning Hearing Within 12 Months 

43 37 
25 31 

40 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 277 

Percent of Cases with TPR Petition Filed 
Within 15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

29 
42 

21 23 
34 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 517 

Percent of Cases with Permanency Before 
15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

19 

48 
57 

71 
83 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 128 

Percent of Cases with Adoption Completed 
Within Six Months of Termination Order 

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  



C-12 Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research
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D-12

benton

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 32 28 28 27 24 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 6% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 35 38 22 37 23 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 17% 40% 22% 40% 

Guardianships Median Months 19.5 28 23 33 24 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 25% 30% 17% 19% 19% 

Reunifications Median Months 12 9 17 18.5 15.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 58% 75% 29% 34% 48% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Benton Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 24% 17% 13% 29% 28% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 15% 18% 18% 15% 9% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 20% 28% 22% 11% 19% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 22% 22% 22% 24% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 19% 16% 25% 21% 18% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 51% 52% 55% 57% 

  
(2) Male 52% 49% 48% 45% 43% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 6% 7% 10% 6% 9% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 

  
1% 1% 

  
(3) Black 4% 7% 5% 13% 3% 

  
(4) Hispanic 29% 27% 30% 34% 25% 

  
(5) White 57% 59% 54% 47% 61% 

  
(9) Unknown 2% 

 
1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Benton County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

19% 
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Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 39 27 37 30 23 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 5% 0% 6% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 16 36.5 56 75 48 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 17% 0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 40 21.5 23 13 25.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 50% 25% 60% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 15 11 20 19 17 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 48% 67% 38% 29% 50% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Chelan Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 22% 39% 21% 35% 26% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 5% 21% 21% 12% 7% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 13% 24% 31% 8% 7% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 40% 15% 18% 31% 26% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 20% 

 
10% 15% 33% 

 
Gender (1) Female 51% 52% 38% 73% 52% 

  
(2) Male 49% 48% 62% 27% 48% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 22% 

  
15% 30% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 

   
15% 

  
(4) Hispanic 16% 27% 46% 35% 19% 

  
(5) White 60% 73% 54% 50% 33% 

  
(9) Unknown 

    
4% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Chelan County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 25 41 37 44 30.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 20% 6% 8% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 31.5 15 29 14 42 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 20% 100% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 24 20.5 26.5 20 34 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 20% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 15 15 15 16 16.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 49% 50% 49% 46% 38% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Clallam Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 17% 24% 19% 28% 22% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 24% 15% 14% 10% 19% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 19% 16% 17% 26% 22% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 15% 22% 26% 17% 19% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 26% 24% 23% 19% 18% 

 
Gender (1) Female 50% 49% 36% 54% 51% 

  
(2) Male 50% 51% 64% 46% 49% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 33% 11% 29% 22% 13% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 4% 6% 

 
1% 

  
(3) Black 4% 4% 

 
3% 1% 

  
(4) Hispanic 7% 11% 5% 8% 3% 

  
(5) White 54% 69% 60% 68% 81% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
2% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Clallam County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 31 34.5 37 29 29 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 3% 0% 6% 2% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 44.5 35 28 54 37.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 9% 17% 24% 24% 4% 

Guardianships Median Months 38 23.5 26 17 13 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 4% 10% 33% 54% 

Reunifications Median Months 18 14 9.5 16 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 40% 53% 62% 50% 39% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Clark Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 23% 20% 20% 19% 23% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 19% 16% 17% 16% 14% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 15% 13% 18% 18% 16% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 20% 24% 22% 26% 27% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 23% 26% 22% 22% 20% 

 
Gender (1) Female 52% 50% 53% 47% 51% 

  
(2) Male 48% 50% 47% 53% 49% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 21% 10% 9% 7% 6% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 2% 6% 2% 4% 

  
(3) Black 13% 10% 12% 4% 9% 

  
(4) Hispanic 9% 7% 8% 27% 9% 

  
(5) White 57% 67% 61% 60% 68% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
4% 3% 0% 3% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Clark County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 40 23 33 33 65.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 33% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months  48.5   6 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0%   100% 

Guardianships Median Months  37  18  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  33%  0%  

Reunifications Median Months 14.5 4 12.5 14 28 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 80% 100% 57% 0% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Columbia Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 14% 7% 14% 50% 67% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 29% 7% 29% 

  
  

(3) 3-5 yrs 
 

7% 21% 50% 
 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 43% 36% 29% 

  
  

(5) 12-17 yrs 14% 43% 7% 
 

33% 

 
Gender (1) Female 57% 43% 57% 50% 100% 

  
(2) Male 43% 57% 43% 50% 

 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

  
7% 

  
  

(3) Black 43% 7% 
   

  
(5) White 57% 93% 86% 100% 100% 

  
(9) Unknown 

  
7% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 27 28 23.5 23 26 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 7% 8% 2% 8% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 64 44 45 36 66 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 17% 14% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 33 24 5 15 9 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 20% 100% 0% 100% 

Reunifications Median Months 23 18 11 21.5 22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 13% 38% 60% 39% 16% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Cowlitz Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 31% 33% 24% 34% 25% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 12% 21% 16% 22% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 15% 14% 20% 14% 20% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 25% 17% 20% 14% 14% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 13% 24% 14% 21% 20% 

 
Gender (1) Female 56% 53% 52% 54% 51% 

  
(2) Male 44% 47% 48% 46% 49% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 7% 7% 3% 9% 6% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 

    
  

(3) Black 
 

10% 7% 13% 12% 

  
(4) Hispanic 19% 19% 19% 18% 10% 

  
(5) White 71% 60% 71% 61% 73% 

  
(9) Unknown 1% 3% 
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12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Cowlitz County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 27 38 54 64 27 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months  34    

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0%    

Guardianships Median Months  15 22 8 3 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 0% 100% 100% 

Reunifications Median Months 2 18 13 30 12.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 78% 20% 67% 0% 50% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Douglas Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 30% 25% 43% 33% 29% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 20% 25% 14% 33% 14% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 25% 38% 

 
33% 14% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 20% 

 
29% 

 
14% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 5% 13% 14% 

 
29% 

 
Gender (1) Female 55% 50% 57% 33% 67% 

  
(2) Male 45% 50% 43% 67% 33% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

 
25% 

  
5% 

  
(3) Black 15% 

   
5% 

  
(4) Hispanic 50% 

 
57% 33% 43% 

  
(5) White 35% 75% 43% 67% 48% 
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 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 29 46 79 40 22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 33 41  54.5 115 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0%  0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months      

 % < 15 Months to Outcome      

Reunifications Median Months 8.5  17 17 20 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100%  22% 25% 33% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Ferry Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 14% 17% 33% 14% 29% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

  
8% 29% 

 
  

(3) 3-5 yrs 21% 50% 25% 
 

14% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 50% 33% 25% 43% 29% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 14% 

 
8% 14% 29% 

 
Gender (1) Female 43% 67% 58% 43% 29% 

  
(2) Male 57% 33% 42% 57% 71% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 36% 50% 

   
  

(5) White 64% 50% 100% 100% 100% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 30.5 34 30 41 36 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 67 46 64.5 42.5 44 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 25% 50% 

Guardianships Median Months  60 24 40 41 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 9% 10% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 13.5 17.5 9 17 21 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 50% 69% 43% 37% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Franklin Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 16% 16% 18% 18% 12% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 23% 13% 15% 7% 16% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 14% 25% 20% 20% 23% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 29% 27% 34% 27% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 18% 20% 12% 29% 24% 

 
Gender (1) Female 39% 48% 49% 67% 45% 

  
(2) Male 61% 52% 51% 33% 55% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 13% 2% 6% 

 
1% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

 
2% 

 
7% 

 
  

(3) Black 14% 19% 11% 11% 13% 

  
(4) Hispanic 55% 59% 54% 71% 67% 

  
(5) White 18% 17% 29% 11% 17% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
2% 

  
1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

12% 16% 2% 

-31% 

70% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 27   14  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0%   100%  

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months      

 % < 15 Months to Outcome      

Guardianships Median Months    13 4 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome    100% 100% 

Reunifications Median Months 0   10 0 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100%   100% 100% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Garfield Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 
  

14% 33% 
 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

  
43% 

  
  

(3) 3-5 yrs 
 

100% 29% 67% 
 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 

    
100% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 100% 

 
14% 

  

 
Gender (1) Female 

  
86% 67% 50% 

  
(2) Male 100% 100% 14% 33% 50% 

 
Race (4) Hispanic 

  
14% 33% 

 
  

(5) White 100% 100% 86% 67% 100% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 33 36.5 37.5 37 28 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 5% 7% 10% 12% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 68.5 133.5 46 29 17 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 33% 25% 50% 

Guardianships Median Months 19 30 28 18.5 14 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 64% 

Reunifications Median Months 18 23 21 15.5 14 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 38% 17% 34% 33% 56% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Grant Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 33% 29% 33% 21% 12% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 20% 20% 25% 26% 26% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 19% 24% 14% 23% 17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 17% 10% 19% 23% 33% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 10% 18% 8% 6% 12% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 55% 52% 54% 59% 

  
(2) Male 52% 45% 48% 46% 41% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 13% 8% 12% 7% 8% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

 
4% 

 
1% 

 
  

(3) Black 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 

  
(4) Hispanic 28% 24% 36% 40% 28% 

  
(5) White 57% 61% 48% 49% 62% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
2% 1% 1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Grant County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-22% -25% 

57% 
46% 

-22% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 31 31 37 36 29 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 4% 4% 6% 8% 10% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 25 50 43 79 27 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 33% 0% 0% 0% 20% 

Guardianships Median Months 23 26 23 26 27 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 33% 36% 0% 11% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 13 13 9 17 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 66% 55% 66% 42% 35% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Grays Harbor Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 29% 26% 30% 30% 33% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 17% 24% 11% 13% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 16% 22% 17% 25% 23% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 23% 23% 17% 23% 20% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 14% 13% 12% 11% 12% 

 
Gender (1) Female 55% 46% 52% 44% 47% 

  
(2) Male 45% 54% 48% 56% 53% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 21% 22% 21% 16% 33% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 

 
2% 2% 4% 

  
(3) Black 3% 9% 3% 4% 3% 

  
(4) Hispanic 21% 8% 13% 6% 13% 

  
(5) White 52% 59% 61% 72% 46% 

  
(9) Unknown 2% 1% 

 
1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-11% -30% 

41% 

-6% -9% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 34 33 36 46 19 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 9% 0% 0% 9% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 25 52 73  42 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 20% 0% 0%  0% 

Guardianships Median Months 16 21 1 28  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 0% 100% 0%  

Reunifications Median Months 8 5 6 7 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 70% 70% 71% 80% 44% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Island Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 15% 27% 23% 20% 17% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 9% 20% 26% 7% 21% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 12% 23% 26% 20% 31% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 35% 3% 17% 26% 21% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 29% 27% 9% 28% 10% 

 
Gender (1) Female 50% 43% 40% 46% 38% 

  
(2) Male 50% 57% 60% 54% 62% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

  
9% 4% 3% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 6% 7% 11% 

  
  

(3) Black 6% 23% 9% 7% 28% 

  
(4) Hispanic 

  
6% 7% 3% 

  
(5) White 88% 70% 66% 83% 66% 

                



Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

C-61

F I L I n g s  &  a F c a r s

D-61

IsLand

38 
31 

35 

48 

29 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

83.3% 83.3% 83.2% 84.8% 
88.6% 85.7% 

0% 

20% 

40% 

60% 

80% 

100% 

2011 2012 

 National  State  Island County 

15.0% 15.0% 13.8% 10.1% 0.0% 5.6% 
0% 

20% 

40% 

60% 

80% 

100% 

2011 2012 

Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Island County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 58 31 38 19 36 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months  140 6 8 22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 100% 100% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months  20 17   

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 0%   

Reunifications Median Months 13 9 0 16 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 60% 62% 100% 25% 33% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Jefferson Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 31% 56% 24% 7% 20% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 8% 33% 9% 7% 

 
  

(3) 3-5 yrs 8% 11% 9% 14% 50% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 15% 

 
18% 29% 20% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 38% 

 
41% 43% 10% 

 
Gender (1) Female 46% 44% 50% 57% 60% 

  
(2) Male 54% 56% 50% 43% 40% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 31% 11% 26% 36% 10% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

  
9% 7% 

 
  

(3) Black 
   

7% 
 

  
(4) Hispanic 

   
21% 

 
  

(5) White 69% 89% 62% 29% 90% 

  
(9) Unknown 

  
3% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-6% -40% 

278% 

-59% -21% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 35 38 35 33 33 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 1% 2% 3% 4% 3% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 61 63.5 56 41 40 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 9% 8% 16% 14% 11% 

Guardianships Median Months 35 38 27 25.5 26 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 5% 9% 20% 14% 

Reunifications Median Months 15 15 14 14 13 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 49% 48% 52% 55% 54% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

King Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 33% 30% 27% 28% 26% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 14% 16% 12% 14% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 16% 16% 17% 16% 22% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 23% 21% 22% 23% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 11% 19% 19% 21% 13% 

 
Gender (1) Female 52% 52% 53% 52% 51% 

  
(2) Male 48% 48% 47% 48% 49% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 11% 14% 12% 15% 20% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 4% 9% 8% 8% 5% 

  
(3) Black 37% 35% 35% 33% 28% 

  
(4) Hispanic 10% 9% 14% 11% 8% 

  
(5) White 34% 32% 30% 32% 40% 

  
(9) Unknown 3% 0% 

  
0% 
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12 months after reunification 

 National  State  King County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-18% 

7% 

31% 

4% 1% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 33 35 34 30 27.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 1% 0% 6% 2% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 38 40.5 35 20 21 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 16% 14% 5% 33% 20% 

Guardianships Median Months 41 35 45 31 25 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 29% 11% 0% 6% 

Reunifications Median Months 19.5 15 13 10.5 15 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 39% 49% 55% 63% 48% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Kitsap Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 20% 27% 22% 28% 31% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 18% 16% 19% 18% 15% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 18% 24% 16% 20% 17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 28% 23% 23% 18% 20% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 16% 10% 21% 16% 17% 

 
Gender (1) Female 53% 45% 54% 52% 50% 

  
(2) Male 47% 55% 46% 48% 50% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 17% 16% 18% 10% 19% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 3% 4% 3% 8% 2% 

  
(3) Black 10% 19% 13% 13% 10% 

  
(4) Hispanic 7% 5% 7% 9% 4% 

  
(5) White 63% 57% 58% 60% 63% 

  
(9) Unknown 1% 

 
1% 

 
2% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Kitsap County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-9% -2% 

80% 

-29% -13% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 38 33 42 52 37 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months  53 15 46 62 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 49 17 20.5 19 6 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 25% 100% 

Reunifications Median Months 12 10.5 10 17 26 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 90% 50% 75% 29% 22% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Kittitas Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 17% 14% 23% 13% 15% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 9% 14% 13% 7% 8% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 26% 14% 26% 20% 35% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 26% 38% 32% 30% 19% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 22% 19% 6% 30% 23% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 33% 61% 57% 50% 

  
(2) Male 52% 67% 39% 43% 50% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 4% 10% 

 
17% 4% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 9% 

  
3% 

 
  

(3) Black 4% 10% 10% 10% 
 

  
(4) Hispanic 4% 10% 29% 13% 23% 

  
(5) White 78% 71% 58% 57% 73% 

  
(9) Unknown 

  
3% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Kittitas County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 34 31 45   

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0%   

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 63 57.5 79 17 27 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 25% 0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 45 13 18 15  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 33% 50% 25% 0%  

Reunifications Median Months 12 11 4 1 7 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 60% 100% 100% 71% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Klickitat Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 18% 12% 14% 20% 5% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 9% 41% 18% 20% 5% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 27% 12% 23% 20% 24% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 27% 12% 18% 20% 24% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 18% 24% 27% 20% 43% 

 
Gender (1) Female 27% 65% 59% 60% 52% 

  
(2) Male 73% 35% 41% 40% 48% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 36% 

 
9% 20% 19% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

    
5% 

  
(3) Black 

 
6% 

   
  

(4) Hispanic 
  

23% 
 

43% 

  
(5) White 64% 88% 64% 70% 29% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
6% 5% 10% 5% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-84

LewIs

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 27 35 45 42.5 33 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 22 30 38.5 72 95 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 11% 0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 19 28 22 16  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 20% 20% 0% 29%  

Reunifications Median Months 17 12.5 32 18 19 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 40% 58% 20% 38% 30% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Lewis Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 33% 32% 27% 29% 25% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 19% 29% 15% 21% 25% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 9% 11% 23% 13% 27% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 23% 14% 27% 19% 9% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 16% 14% 8% 19% 14% 

 
Gender (1) Female 53% 54% 45% 48% 57% 

  
(2) Male 47% 46% 55% 52% 43% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 12% 14% 15% 13% 14% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 4% 

 
4% 

 
  

(3) Black 7% 
  

2% 5% 

  
(4) Hispanic 14% 11% 8% 13% 11% 

  
(5) White 65% 71% 77% 67% 70% 

  
(9) Unknown 

   
2% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Lewis County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-34% -39% 

114% 

-13% -15% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-88

LIncoLn

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 26 27 22   

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0%   

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 9 90    

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100% 0%    

Guardianships Median Months 5  17  22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100%  0%  0% 

Reunifications Median Months 12 4.5 16 9 5.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 80% 83% 50% 100% 100% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Lincoln Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 50% 40% 20% 14% 
 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

   
14% 

 
  

(3) 3-5 yrs 50% 60% 20% 29% 20% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 

  
40% 14% 60% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 

  
20% 29% 20% 

 
Gender (1) Female 100% 40% 60% 29% 100% 

  
(2) Male 

 
60% 40% 71% 

 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

   
14% 

 
  

(5) White 100% 100% 100% 71% 100% 

  
(9) Unknown 

   
14% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This content-free page has been left for the purpose of double-sided printing. 
 



Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

C-91

< 20 Case Events 20+ Case Events

p e r F o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s

D-91

mason
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

76 
90 

94 91 92 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 280 

Percent of Cases with Fact-Finding  
Within 75 Days 

98 
83 

94 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 209 

Percent of First Dependency Review 
Hearings Within Six Months 

81 

100 
93 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 124 

Percent of Cases with Permanency 
Planning Hearing Within 12 Months 

43 
33 33 

77 
67 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 174 

Percent of Cases with TPR Petition Filed 
Within 15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

22 18 
37 

43 
26 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 267 

Percent of Cases with Permanency Before 
15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

35 30 
17 7 11 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 92 

Percent of Cases with Adoption Completed 
Within Six Months of Termination Order 

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  



C-92 Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-92

mason

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 23 32.5 35 30 29 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 5% 4% 0% 11% 6% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 42 23 27 45 27 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 20% 13% 0% 50% 

Guardianships Median Months 24 2 22 12 25 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 80% 40% 100% 33% 

Reunifications Median Months 15 28 10 13 20 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 45% 19% 62% 73% 31% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Mason Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 32% 14% 39% 35% 25% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 11% 19% 15% 4% 10% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 11% 19% 27% 14% 22% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 16% 24% 10% 16% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 30% 25% 8% 29% 17% 

  
(6) >17 yrs 

   
2% 

 

 
Gender (1) Female 57% 64% 56% 51% 52% 

  
(2) Male 43% 36% 44% 49% 48% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 3% 20% 20% 12% 16% 

  
(3) Black 5% 5% 2% 4% 2% 

  
(4) Hispanic 35% 27% 10% 14% 13% 

  
(5) White 57% 47% 68% 69% 70% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Mason County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-96

okanogan

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 30 25 29 29 42 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 25% 0% 0% 11% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 100 61 119 40 42 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 38 17 21 33  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 20% 0% 0%  

Reunifications Median Months 5.5 15 6.5 14 8 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 81% 42% 75% 56% 90% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Okanogan Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 14% 39% 22% 15% 28% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 22% 9% 4% 19% 15% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 28% 17% 13% 8% 5% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 19% 26% 26% 42% 33% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 17% 9% 35% 15% 18% 

 
Gender (1) Female 39% 48% 65% 46% 56% 

  
(2) Male 61% 52% 35% 54% 44% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 14% 13% 26% 27% 18% 

  
(4) Hispanic 

 
26% 9% 8% 15% 

  
(5) White 86% 61% 65% 65% 62% 

  
(9) Unknown 

    
5% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Okanogan County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-100

pacIFIc

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 36 40 29.5 26 20 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 26.5  84 13 90 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50%  0% 100% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 19 22.5 34 3 56 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 50% 100% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 12 21 16 14.5 15.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 67% 18% 40% 50% 33% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Pacific Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 29% 40% 38% 15% 36% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 14% 7% 25% 25% 14% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 21% 20% 13% 45% 18% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 21% 20% 13% 15% 18% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 14% 13% 13% 

 
14% 

 
Gender (1) Female 36% 47% 44% 55% 41% 

  
(2) Male 64% 53% 56% 45% 59% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 21% 33% 13% 10% 5% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

 
13% 13% 5% 

 
  

(3) Black 
  

6% 
 

5% 

  
(4) Hispanic 7% 13% 

 
15% 36% 

  
(5) White 71% 40% 69% 70% 55% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Pacific County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-33% 

0% 0% 
31% 

5% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 69 31 40 32 41 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 14  42 78 68 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 100%  0% 0% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months   60  15 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome   0%  0% 

Reunifications Median Months 8 19.5 2 17 5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 92% 50% 78% 50% 75% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Pend Oreille Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 23% 18% 21% 13% 12% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 8% 36% 14% 22% 12% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 15% 9% 7% 26% 18% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 38% 18% 36% 22% 29% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 15% 18% 21% 17% 29% 

 
Gender (1) Female 23% 36% 50% 30% 47% 

  
(2) Male 77% 64% 50% 70% 53% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

  
29% 13% 24% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

  
7% 

  
  

(4) Hispanic 
   

4% 
 

  
(5) White 100% 100% 64% 78% 76% 

  
(9) Unknown 

   
4% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-17% -20% 

58% 

26% 

-17% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 31 30 31 29 28.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 5% 6% 6% 5% 4% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 42 40 44 38.5 28.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 15% 23% 7% 11% 3% 

Guardianships Median Months 33 26 25 22 24 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 25% 18% 15% 15% 

Reunifications Median Months 17 13 9 10 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 42% 53% 67% 63% 44% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Pierce Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 26% 27% 25% 29% 26% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 16% 19% 16% 18% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 18% 15% 19% 16% 22% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 23% 26% 22% 23% 21% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 16% 15% 16% 16% 12% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 50% 52% 51% 48% 

  
(2) Male 52% 50% 48% 49% 52% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 16% 16% 12% 10% 8% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 4% 6% 5% 5% 6% 

  
(3) Black 31% 29% 26% 28% 23% 

  
(4) Hispanic 5% 5% 10% 10% 11% 

  
(5) White 45% 44% 47% 47% 51% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
1% 0% 

 
1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Pierce County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

28% 

-10% 

54% 

-34% 0% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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san juan

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 27 29.5 43   

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0%   

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months      

 % < 15 Months to Outcome      

Guardianships Median Months   33   

 % < 15 Months to Outcome   0%   

Reunifications Median Months  5 6 0  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  100% 100% 100%  
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

San Juan Age at Filing (2) 1-2 yrs 100% 
 

33% 33% 
 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 

  
67% 

  
  

(4) 6-11 yrs 
   

33% 
 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 

   
33% 100% 

 
Gender (1) Female 100% 

 
100% 

 
100% 

  
(2) Male 

   
100% 

 

 
Race (4) Hispanic 

   
33% 

 
  

(5) White 100% 
 

100% 67% 100% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12-months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 41 39 36.5 32 28 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 1% 2% 0% 8% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 33 42.5 35 61 46 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 14% 8% 29% 17% 33% 

Guardianships Median Months 35 19 41.5 41 29 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 31% 25% 18% 20% 

Reunifications Median Months 26 16 13 9 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 35% 45% 51% 69% 47% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Skagit Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 28% 35% 30% 17% 28% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 20% 22% 15% 19% 16% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 13% 16% 17% 13% 23% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 24% 16% 18% 24% 22% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 16% 12% 20% 27% 10% 

 
Gender (1) Female 53% 43% 50% 47% 49% 

  
(2) Male 47% 57% 50% 53% 51% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 22% 29% 16% 13% 20% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 

  
1% 1% 

  
(3) Black 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 

  
(4) Hispanic 32% 24% 27% 21% 6% 

  
(5) White 43% 43% 54% 63% 71% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Skagit County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 15 53 32  58 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0%  0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 26 11.5 17 96  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 50% 50% 0%  

Guardianships Median Months     41 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome     0% 

Reunifications Median Months 28 2 16 3 18 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 100% 20% 100% 0% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Skamania Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 
 

18% 
 

43% 17% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

 
18% 25% 14% 17% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 

 
18% 33% 

 
17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 73% 9% 17% 29% 17% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 27% 36% 25% 14% 33% 

 
Gender (1) Female 55% 55% 42% 57% 33% 

  
(2) Male 45% 45% 58% 43% 67% 

 
Race (2) Asian/PI 

   
14% 

 
  

(3) Black 9% 9% 
  

8% 

  
(4) Hispanic 45% 

   
17% 

  
(5) White 45% 82% 100% 86% 75% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
9% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Skamania County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

120% 

9% 58% 

-63% 

100% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 34 33 30.5 30 25 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 1% 3% 4% 4% 2% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 39 53 43 50.5 39 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 13% 12% 12% 13% 11% 

Guardianships Median Months 37 29 25 26 18 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 6% 18% 23% 13% 25% 

Reunifications Median Months 15 14 16 13 14 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 50% 50% 42% 56% 53% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Snohomish Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 27% 34% 24% 23% 22% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 22% 19% 20% 17% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 16% 14% 21% 22% 22% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 26% 18% 25% 25% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 13% 12% 11% 10% 14% 

 
Gender (1) Female 54% 47% 47% 52% 45% 

  
(2) Male 46% 53% 53% 48% 55% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 10% 11% 12% 13% 10% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 4% 3% 2% 7% 3% 

  
(3) Black 12% 11% 11% 11% 10% 

  
(4) Hispanic 8% 10% 13% 10% 15% 

  
(5) White 65% 65% 62% 59% 61% 

  
(9) Unknown 0% 1% 0% 

 
0% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Snohomish County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

7% 

-28% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This content-free page has been left for the purpose of double-sided printing. 
 



Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

C-127

< 20 Case Events 20+ Case Events

p e r F o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s

D-127

spokane 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

73 79 73 79 78 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 2762 

Percent of Cases with Fact-Finding  
Within 75 Days 

96 98 96 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 2114 

Percent of First Dependency Review 
Hearings Within Six Months 

91 96 95 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 1146 

Percent of Cases with Permanency 
Planning Hearing Within 12 Months 

69 69 
74 

82 
71 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 1137 

Percent of Cases with TPR Petition Filed 
Within 15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

42 
28 

36 
44 

54 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 2612 

Percent of Cases with Permanency Before 
15 Months of Out-of-Home Care 

29 38 

64 
75 78 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

n = 882 

Percent of Cases with Adoption Completed 
Within Six Months of Termination Order 

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  

- - - - -  Statewide  - - - - -  Statewide  



C-128 Dependent Children in Washington: Case Timeliness & Outcomes—2012 Annual Report
Washington State Center for Court Research

O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-128

spokane

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 28 28 23 20 19 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 4% 6% 15% 23% 19% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 56 86 48 53 56 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 9% 6% 10% 20% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 19 34 14 15 13 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 32% 19% 56% 49% 61% 

Reunifications Median Months 10 10 14 12 10 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 69% 66% 53% 63% 70% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Spokane Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 34% 31% 31% 31% 29% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 19% 19% 21% 18% 18% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 15% 20% 21% 18% 21% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 20% 23% 18% 21% 22% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 11% 8% 9% 11% 11% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 45% 48% 44% 49% 

  
(2) Male 52% 55% 52% 56% 51% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 17% 13% 10% 14% 15% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 

  
(3) Black 10% 8% 10% 13% 13% 

  
(4) Hispanic 4% 5% 8% 4% 5% 

  
(5) White 68% 72% 69% 67% 64% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
1% 0% 1% 1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Spokane County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-4% 
-19% 

9% 14% 8% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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D-132

stevens

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 33 33.5 30 32.5 25 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 13% 0% 14% 20% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 45.5 34.5 58.5 73 20 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 25% 0% 0% 25% 

Guardianships Median Months  17 8  21 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  33% 60%  23% 

Reunifications Median Months 10 4 12 16 16 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 74% 81% 55% 37% 43% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Stevens Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 8% 21% 18% 25% 17% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 6% 6% 14% 16% 17% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 18% 15% 12% 18% 17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 37% 44% 30% 32% 34% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 31% 15% 26% 11% 15% 

 
Gender (1) Female 67% 50% 60% 53% 45% 

  
(2) Male 33% 50% 40% 47% 55% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 8% 15% 18% 14% 

 
  

(3) Black 
    

6% 

  
(4) Hispanic 

 
9% 9% 5% 4% 

  
(5) White 92% 76% 74% 77% 85% 

  
(9) Unknown 

   
4% 4% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Stevens County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

47% 
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Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  

D E P E N D E N C Y  F I L I N G S  P E R  Y E A R  
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O u t c O m e s  &  D e m O g r a p h i c s

D-136

tHurston

P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 26 30 28 32 22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 6% 6% 6% 5% 17% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 39 51 47 50 50 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 11% 18% 16% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 18 17 23.5 11 18 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 40% 38% 30% 60% 39% 

Reunifications Median Months 7 21 18 16 16.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 71% 38% 32% 49% 40% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Thurston Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 30% 29% 19% 25% 32% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 12% 15% 23% 16% 19% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 14% 15% 23% 17% 16% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 20% 21% 20% 21% 16% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 23% 19% 14% 21% 18% 

 
Gender (1) Female 48% 46% 59% 43% 47% 

  
(2) Male 52% 54% 41% 57% 53% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 11% 6% 11% 3% 25% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 2% 4% 3% 5% 

  
(3) Black 18% 13% 15% 10% 9% 

  
(4) Hispanic 13% 9% 22% 11% 9% 

  
(5) White 55% 59% 48% 72% 52% 

  
(9) Unknown 2% 11% 1% 

 
1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Thurston County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-7% -27% 

20% 

48% 

-18% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 29     

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0%     

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months      

 % < 15 Months to Outcome      

Guardianships Median Months    7  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome    100%  

Reunifications Median Months  32.5    

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0%    
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Wahkiakum Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 
    

50% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 

    
50% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 100% 

    
  

(5) 12-17 yrs 
   

100% 
 

 
Gender (1) Female 

   
100% 

 
  

(2) Male 100% 
   

100% 

 
Race (2) Asian/PI 

   
100% 

 
  

(5) White 100% 
   

100% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12-months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

100% 0% 
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100% 100% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 31 33 29 27.5 33 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 11% 0% 0% 0% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 44.5 42 30 103.5 63.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 50% 

Guardianships Median Months  36 10 47 17 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome  0% 60% 0% 0% 

Reunifications Median Months 23 7 6 5 5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 30% 63% 69% 85% 80% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Walla Walla Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 53% 25% 17% 21% 17% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 11% 15% 22% 18% 19% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 11% 25% 35% 15% 15% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 16% 20% 26% 32% 32% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 11% 15% 

 
14% 17% 

 
Gender (1) Female 42% 50% 65% 51% 58% 

  
(2) Male 58% 50% 35% 49% 42% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 5% 

   
1% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 

   
3% 1% 

  
(3) Black 11% 3% 

  
2% 

  
(4) Hispanic 16% 20% 9% 27% 20% 

  
(5) White 68% 75% 91% 71% 75% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
3% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Walla Walla County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-54% 

91% 

-36% 

204% 

0% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 43 35 33 33.5 29.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 5% 5% 3% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 26 18 30.5 29 48 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 23% 30% 13% 14% 11% 

Guardianships Median Months 31 19 25.5 25 33 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 17% 27% 0% 33% 14% 

Reunifications Median Months 13 19.5 14 20 20 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 56% 40% 51% 27% 35% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Whatcom Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 22% 20% 21% 24% 23% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 24% 22% 20% 20% 18% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 15% 12% 23% 16% 17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 22% 32% 25% 22% 23% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 18% 14% 10% 19% 19% 

 
Gender (1) Female 55% 47% 52% 51% 50% 

  
(2) Male 45% 53% 48% 49% 50% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 9% 26% 21% 23% 30% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 

  
(3) Black 11% 3% 7% 3% 4% 

  
(4) Hispanic 13% 3% 19% 15% 13% 

  
(5) White 65% 66% 52% 57% 52% 

  
(9) Unknown 1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Whatcom County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-16% 

16% 
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-36% 
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DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 35 55 39.5 27 22 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 0% 0% 0% 20% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 18   10  

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0%   100%  

Guardianships Median Months 22  25  23.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0%  25%  0% 

Reunifications Median Months 9 6 16 41 26 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 60% 64% 43% 25% 0% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Whitman Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 33% 13% 21% 25% 
 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 17% 7% 16% 15% 33% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 33% 13% 16% 25% 17% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 17% 47% 26% 35% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 

 
20% 21% 

 
25% 

 
Gender (1) Female 56% 67% 63% 45% 33% 

  
(2) Male 44% 33% 37% 55% 67% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 

  
5% 10% 

 
  

(3) Black 
 

7% 5% 
  

  
(4) Hispanic 6% 

  
5% 

 
  

(5) White 94% 93% 84% 85% 100% 

  
(9) Unknown 

  
5% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 

-32% -21% 

53% 
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-48% 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

DEPENDENCY FILINGS PER YEAR 

Percent of children in care for less than 12 
months with two or fewer placement settings 

P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  
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P E R M A N E N C Y  O U T C O M E S  
Outcome Values 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
       

Adoptions Median Months 42.5 40 37 32 29.5 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 6% 0% 7% 3% 6% 

Aging Out/Emancipation Median Months 47 36 41.5 62 67 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 8% 10% 18% 0% 

Guardianships Median Months 23 19 34 28 28 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 0% 40% 20% 16% 38% 

Reunifications Median Months 13 8 12.5 14 15 

 % < 15 Months to Outcome 53% 66% 57% 50% 43% 
       

D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N   
D E P E N D E N C Y  C A S E S  B Y  Y E A R  O F  P E T I T I O N  

   
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

        

Yakima Age at Filing (1) <1 yrs 25% 32% 37% 31% 31% 

  
(2) 1-2 yrs 15% 21% 15% 19% 14% 

  
(3) 3-5 yrs 19% 18% 15% 15% 18% 

  
(4) 6-11 yrs 20% 18% 22% 22% 25% 

  
(5) 12-17 yrs 21% 11% 11% 13% 12% 

 
Gender (1) Female 46% 50% 49% 52% 49% 

  
(2) Male 54% 50% 51% 48% 51% 

 
Race (1) Nat Amer 3% 2% 9% 8% 10% 

  
(2) Asian/PI 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 

  
(3) Black 1% 5% 11% 3% 6% 

  
(4) Hispanic 51% 43% 49% 43% 38% 

  
(5) White 44% 47% 31% 44% 43% 

  
(9) Unknown 

 
2% 1% 1% 
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Re-entries to foster care in less than 
12 months after reunification 

 National  State  Yakima County 

In partnership with the Washington State Children’s Administration, Federal Placement Stability and Reentry 
Scores are derived by the Children’s Bureau, ACF, HHS. 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 1.11.2013 
Federal Data Submission may include non-dependent children (i.e. VPA). 

Percent of children in foster care during the 12-month 
target period who were in care for at least 8 days but less 
than 12 months and had two or fewer placement settings. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

 

National median=83.3%, 75th Percentile=86.0% 

Percent of all children discharged from foster care to 
reunification in the 12 months prior to the year shown 

who re-entered care in less than 12 months from the date 
of discharge (including trial return home adjustment).  

Federal Fiscal Year 2011-12. 

National median=15.0%, 25th Percentile=9.9% 
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