
RCW 71.34.375  Family-initiated treatment—Notice to parents of 
available treatment options.  (1) If a parent or guardian, for the 
purpose of mental health treatment, substance use disorder treatment, 
or evaluation, brings his or her minor child to an evaluation and 
treatment facility, a hospital emergency room, an inpatient facility 
licensed under chapter 72.23 RCW, an inpatient facility licensed under 
chapter 70.41 or 71.12 RCW operating inpatient psychiatric beds for 
minors, a secure withdrawal management and stabilization facility, a 
23-hour crisis relief center, or an approved substance use disorder 
treatment program, the facility is required to promptly provide 
written and verbal notice of all statutorily available treatment 
options contained in this chapter. The notice need not be given more 
than once if written and verbal notice has already been provided and 
documented by the facility.

(2) The provision of notice must be documented by the facilities 
required to give notice under subsection (1) of this section and must 
be accompanied by a signed acknowledgment of receipt by the parent or 
guardian. The notice must contain the following information:

(a) All current statutorily available treatment options including 
but not limited to those provided in this chapter; and

(b) The procedures to be followed to utilize the treatment 
options described in this chapter.

(3) The department of health shall produce, and make available, 
the written notification that must include, at a minimum, the 
information contained in subsection (2) of this section. The 
department of health must revise the written notification as necessary 
to reflect changes in the law.  [2024 c 367 s 6; 2019 c 446 s 25; 2018 
c 201 s 5005; 2016 sp.s. c 29 s 256; 2011 c 302 s 1; 2003 c 107 s 1. 
Formerly RCW 71.34.056.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 c 201: See notes following 
RCW 41.05.018.

Effective dates—2016 sp.s. c 29: See note following RCW 
71.05.760.

Short title—Right of action—2016 sp.s. c 29: See notes following 
RCW 71.05.010.
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