RCW 7.69.020 Definitions. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.
(1) "Crime" means an act punishable as a felony, gross
misdemeanor, or misdemeanor under the laws of this state or equivalent
federal or local law.
(2) "Survivor" or "survivors" of a victim of crime means a spouse
or domestic partner, child, parent, legal guardian, sibling, or
grandparent. If there is more than one survivor of a victim of crime,
one survivor shall be designated by the prosecutor to represent all
survivors for purposes of providing the notice to survivors required
by this chapter.
(3) "Victim" means a person against whom a crime has been
committed or the representative of a person against whom a crime has
been committed.
(4) "Victim impact statement" means a statement submitted to the
court by the victim or a survivor, individually or with the assistance
of the prosecuting attorney if assistance is requested by the victim
or survivor, which may include but is not limited to information
assessing the financial, medical, social, and psychological impact of
the offense upon the victim or survivors.
(5) "Witness" means a person who has been or is expected to be
summoned to testify for the prosecution in a criminal action, or who
by reason of having relevant information is subject to call or likely
to be called as a witness for the prosecution, whether or not an
action or proceeding has been commenced.
(6) "Crime victim/witness program" means any crime victim and
witness program of a county or local law enforcement agency or
prosecutor's office, any rape crisis center's sexual assault victim
advocacy program as provided in chapter 70.125 RCW, any domestic
violence program's legal and community advocate program for domestic
violence victims as provided in chapter 70.123 RCW, or any other crime
victim advocacy program which provides trained advocates to assist
crime victims during the investigation and prosecution of the crime.
[2008 c 6 § 404; 1993 c 350 § 5; 1985 c 443 § 2; 1981 c 145 § 2.]
Part headings not law—Severability—2008 c 6: See RCW 26.60.900
and 26.60.901.
Findings—1993 c 350: "The legislature finds that domestic
violence is a problem of immense proportions affecting individuals as
well as communities. Domestic violence has long been recognized as
being at the core of other major social problems including child
abuse, crimes of violence against person or property, juvenile
delinquency, and alcohol and drug abuse. Domestic violence costs
include the loss of lives as well as millions of dollars each year in
the state of Washington for health care, absence from work, and
services to children. The crisis is growing.
While the existing protection order process can be a valuable
tool to increase safety for victims and to hold batterers accountable,
specific problems in its use have become evident. Victims have
difficulty completing the paperwork required; model forms have been
modified to be inconsistent with statutory language; different forms
create confusion for law enforcement agencies about the contents and
enforceability of orders. Refinements are needed so that victims have
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the easy, quick, and effective access to the court system envisioned
at the time the protection order process was first created.
Valuable information about the reported incidents of domestic
violence in the state of Washington is unobtainable without gathering
data from all law enforcement agencies. Without this information, it
is difficult for policymakers, funders, and service providers to plan
for the resources and services needed to address the issue." [1993 c
350 § 1.]
Severability—Effective date—1985 c 443: See notes following RCW
7.69.010.
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