RCW 59.18.630 Eviction moratorium—Unpaid rent—Repayment plans—
Rental assistance. (1) The eviction moratorium instituted by the
governor of the state of Washington's proclamation 20-19.6 shall end
on June 30, 2021.
(2) If a tenant has remaining unpaid rent that accrued between
March 1, 2020, and six months following the expiration of the eviction
moratorium or the end of the public health emergency, whichever is
greater, the landlord must offer the tenant a reasonable schedule for
repayment of the unpaid rent that does not exceed monthly payments
equal to one-third of the monthly rental charges during the period of
accrued debt. If a tenant fails to accept the terms of a reasonable
repayment plan within 14 days of the landlord's offer, the landlord
may proceed with an unlawful detainer action as set forth in RCW
59.12.030(3) but subject to any requirements under the eviction
resolution pilot program established under RCW 59.18.660. If the
tenant defaults on any rent owed under a repayment plan, the landlord
may apply for reimbursement from the landlord mitigation program as
authorized under *RCW 43.31.605(1)(d) or proceed with an unlawful
detainer action as set forth in RCW 59.12.030(3) but subject to any
requirements under the eviction resolution pilot program established
under RCW 59.18.660. The court must consider the tenant's
circumstances, including decreased income or increased expenses due to
COVID-19, and the repayment plan terms offered during any unlawful
detainer proceeding.
(3) Any repayment plan entered into under this section must:
(a) Not require payment until 30 days after the repayment plan is
offered to the tenant;
(b) Cover rent only and not any late fees, attorneys' fees, or
any other fees and charges;
(c) Allow for payments from any source of income as defined in
RCW 59.18.255(5) or from pledges by nonprofit organizations, churches,
religious institutions, or governmental entities; and
(d) Not include provisions or be conditioned on: The tenant's
compliance with the rental agreement, payment of attorneys' fees,
court costs, or other costs related to litigation if the tenant
defaults on the rental agreement; a requirement that the tenant apply
for governmental benefits or provide proof of receipt of governmental
benefits; or the tenant's waiver of any rights to a notice under RCW
59.12.030 or related provisions before a writ of restitution is
issued.
(4) It is a defense to an eviction under RCW 59.12.030(3) that a
landlord did not offer a repayment plan in conformity with this
section.
(5) To the extent available funds exist for rental assistance
from a federal, state, local, private, or nonprofit program, the
tenant or landlord may continue to seek rental assistance to reduce
and/or eliminate the unpaid rent balance. [2021 c 115 § 4.]
*Reviser's note: RCW 43.31.605 was amended by 2022 c 196 § 2,
changing subsection (1)(d) to subsection (1)(c).
Conflicting laws—2021 c 115 §§ 2-4: See note following RCW
59.18.620.
Finding—Intent—Application—Effective date—2021 c 115: See
notes following RCW 59.18.620.

RCW (10/5/2022 12:01 PM)

[ 1 ]

