
Chapter 39.40 RCW
VOTE REQUIRED AT BOND ELECTIONS

Sections
39.40.010 Forty percent poll of voters required.
39.40.020 Existing election laws to apply.
39.40.030 Certification of votes—Canvass.
39.40.040 Prior bonds not affected.
County acquisition of land for military purposes, bond election for: 

Chapter 37.16 RCW.

County roads and bridges, bond elections: Chapter 36.76 RCW.

Irrigation districts, bond elections: Chapter 87.03 RCW.

Port districts, vote required for certain bond issues: RCW 53.36.030.

Public utility districts, bond elections, vote required: RCW 
54.24.018.

RCW 39.40.010  Forty percent poll of voters required.  No general 
obligation bonds of any county, port district, or metropolitan park 
district upon which a vote of the people is required under existing 
laws shall be issued, nor shall they become a lien upon the taxable 
property within such county or district unless, in addition to all 
other requirements provided by law in the matter of the issuance of 
general obligation bonds by such county or district, the total vote 
cast upon such proposition shall exceed forty percent of the total 
number of voters voting in such county or district at the general 
county or state election next preceding such bond election.  [1961 
ex.s. c 15 § 1; 1959 c 290 § 3; 1925 c 13 § 1; RRS § 5646-1.]
Exceeding debt limitation by municipalities: State Constitution Art. 8 

§ 6 (Amendment 27).

Vote required for excess levy to retire bonds issued for capital 
purposes: RCW 84.52.056.

RCW 39.40.020  Existing election laws to apply.  In all such 
elections the provisions of existing law with respect to registration, 
opening and closing of registration books and the duties of officers 
and the appointment and selection of election officials shall apply. 
[1925 c 13 § 2; RRS § 5646-2.]
Election laws in general: Title 29A RCW.

RCW 39.40.030  Certification of votes—Canvass.  The election 
officials in each of the precincts included within any such district 
shall, as soon as possible and in no case later than five days after 
the closing of the polls of any election involving the issuance of 
bonds, certify to the county auditor of the county within which such 
district is located the total number of votes cast for and against 
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each separate proposal and the vote shall be canvassed and certified 
by a canvassing board consisting of the chair of the board of county 
commissioners, the county auditor, and the prosecuting attorney who 
shall declare the result thereof.  [2011 c 336 § 806; 1959 c 290 § 4; 
1925 c 13 § 3; RRS § 5646-3.]

RCW 39.40.040  Prior bonds not affected.  This chapter shall not 
affect the validity or the issuance of any such bonds voted at any 
lawful election held prior to the taking effect of this chapter. 
[1925 c 13 § 4; RRS § 5646-4.]
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