
RCW 19.27.600  Child care centers—Occupancy load.  When a child 
care center is operated in a dedicated space within an existing 
building that has more than one use, the building official must 
calculate the occupancy load of the child care center based only on 
the areas in the building where the child care services are provided. 
This requirement applies when administering and enforcing any of the 
building codes adopted in accordance with and pursuant to the 
authority in this chapter.  [2025 c 150 s 2.]

Findings—Intent—2025 c 150: "The legislature finds that there is 
a need for more child care services for working people. There is a 
public benefit when communities can use existing buildings rather than 
permitting new buildings to be built on open land. Churches are one 
type of building that often have rooms designed for education or care 
of children that are separate from the main sanctuary or 
congregational room. The legislature intends to clarify statutes so 
that building owners, and especially churches, are more likely to 
offer existing spaces for child care services." [2025 c 150 s 1.]
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