Chapter 43.62 RCW
DETERMINATION OF POPULATIONS—STUDENT ENROLLMENTS
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RCW 43.62.010 Office of financial management—Population studies
—Expenditures. If the state or any of its political subdivisions, or
other agencies, use the population studies services of the office of
financial management or the successor thereto, the state, its
political subdivision, or other agencies utilizing such services shall
pay for the cost of rendering such services. Expenditures shall be
paid out of funds allocated to cities and towns under *RCW 82.44.155
and shall be paid from said fund before any allocations or payments
are made to cities and towns under *RCW 82.44.155. [1990 ¢ 42 § 317;
1979 ¢ 151 § 127; 1975-'"76 2nd ex.s. c 34 § 121; 1965 ¢ 8 § 43.62.010.
Prior: 1957 ¢ 175 & 1; 1951 ¢ 96 § 1; 1947 ¢ 51 § 2; RRS § 5508-11.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 82.44.155 was repealed by 2006 c¢c 318 § 10.

Purpose—Effective dates—Application—Implementation—1990 c 42:
See notes following RCW 46.68.090.

Effective date—Severability—1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 34: See notes
following RCW 2.08.115.

RCW 43.62.020 Method of allocating state funds to cities and
towns prescribed. Whenever cities and towns of the state are, by law,
allocated and entitled to be paid any funds or state moneys from any
source, and the allocation and payment is required to be made on a
populations basis, notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to
the contrary, all such allocations shall be made on the basis of the
population of the respective cities and towns as last determined by
the office of financial management: PROVIDED, That the regular federal
decennial census figures released for cities and towns shall be
considered by the office of financial management in determining the
population of cities and towns. [1979 ¢ 151 § 128; 1965 c 8 §
43.62.020. Prior: 1957 ¢ 175 § 2; prior: (i) 1949 c 60 § 1; RRS §
5508-3. (ii) 1947 c 51 § 1; RRS § 5508-10.]
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RCW 43.62.030 Determination of population—Cities and towns—
Certificate—Allocation of state funds. The office of financial
management shall annually as of April 1st, determine the populations
of all cities and towns of the state; and on or before July 1st of
each year, shall file with the secretary of state a certificate
showing its determination as to the populations of cities and towns of
the state. A copy of such certificate shall be forwarded by the agency
to each state official or department responsible for making
allocations or payments, and on and after January lst next following
the date when such certificate or certificates are filed, the
population determination shown in such certificate or certificates
shall be used as the basis for the allocation and payment of state
funds, to cities and towns until the next January lst following the
filing of successive certificates by the agency: PROVIDED, That
whenever territory is annexed to a city or town, the population of the
annexed territory shall be added to the population of the annexing
city or town upon the effective date of the annexation as specified in
the relevant ordinance, and upon approval of the agency as provided in
RCW 35.13.260, as now or hereafter amended, a revised certificate
reflecting the determination of the population as increased from such
annexation shall be forwarded by the agency to each state official or
department responsible for making allocations or payments, and upon
and after the date of the commencement of the next quarterly period,
the population determination indicated in such revised certificate
shall be used as the basis for allocation and payment of state funds
to such city or town until the next annual population determination
becomes effective: PROVIDED FURTHER, That whenever any city or town
becomes incorporated subsequent to the determination of such
population, the populations of such cities and towns as shown in the
records of incorporation filed with the secretary of state shall be
used in determining the amount of allocation and payments, and the
agency shall so notify the proper state officials or departments, and
such cities and towns shall be entitled to participate in allocations
thereafter made: PROVIDED FURTHER, That in case any incorporated city
or town disincorporates subsequent to the filing of such certificate
or certificates, the agency shall promptly notify the proper state
officials or departments thereof, and such cities and towns shall
cease to participate in allocations thereafter made, and all credit
accrued to such incorporated city or town shall be distributed to the
credit of the remaining cities and towns. The secretary of state shall
promptly notify the agency of the incorporation of each new city and
town and of the disincorporation of any cities or towns.

For the purposes of this section, each gquarterly period shall
commence on the first day of the months of January, April, July, and
October. Whenever a revised certificate due to an annexation is
forwarded by the agency thirty days or less prior to the commencement
of the next quarterly period, the population of the annexed territory
shall not be considered until the commencement of the following
quarterly period.

Armed forces shipboard population, on-base naval group quarter
population, and military dependents living in housing under United
States navy jurisdiction, shall be determined quarterly by the office
of financial management on the first days of January, April, July, and
October. These counts shall be used to increase or decrease the armed
forces component of the resident population determinations in the
cities of Bremerton and Everett for the purpose of allocating state
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revenues according to this section. Counts on the first day of the
quarterly periods commencing with January, April, July, and October
shall be used to adjust the total population for the following
quarter, in the same manner adjustments are made for population
changes due to annexation as specified in RCW 35.13.260 and
35A.14.700.

Population determinations made under this section shall include
only those persons who meet resident population criteria as defined by
the federal bureau of the census. [1988 ¢ 260 § 1; 1979 c 151 § 129;
1977 ¢ 75 § 61; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 50 § 2; 1965 c 8 § 43.62.030. Prior: 1957
c 175 § 3; 1951 c 96 § 2.]

Determination of population of area annexed to city: RCW 35.13.260.

RCW 43.62.035 Determining population—Projections. The office
of financial management shall determine the population of each county
of the state annually as of April 1st of each year and on or before
July 1st of each year shall file a certificate with the secretary of
state showing its determination of the population for each county. The
office of financial management also shall determine the percentage
increase in population for each county over the preceding ten-year
period, as of April 1st, and shall file a certificate with the
secretary of state by July 1lst showing its determination. At least
once every five years or upon the availability of decennial census
data, whichever is later, the office of financial management shall
prepare twenty-year growth management planning population projections
required by RCW 36.70A.110 for each county that adopts a comprehensive
plan under RCW 36.70A.040 and shall review these projections with such
counties and the cities in those counties before final adoption. The
county and its cities may provide to the office such information as
they deem relevant to the office's projection, and the office shall
consider and comment on such information before adoption. Each
projection shall be expressed as a reasonable range developed within
the standard state high and low projection. The middle range shall
represent the office's estimate of the most likely population
projection for the county. If any city or county believes that a
projection will not accurately reflect actual population growth in a
county, it may petition the office to revise the projection
accordingly. The office shall complete the first set of ranges for
every county by December 31, 1995.

A comprehensive plan adopted or amended before December 31, 1995,
shall not be considered to be in noncompliance with the twenty-year
growth management planning population projection if the projection
used in the comprehensive plan is in compliance with the range later
adopted under this section. [1997 ¢ 429 § 26; 1995 ¢ 162 § 1; 1991
sp.s. ¢ 32 § 30; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 32.]

Severability—1997 c 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

Effective date—1995 ¢ 162: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,

and shall take effect immediately [April 27, 1995]."™ [1995 c 162 § 2.]

Section headings not law—1991 sp.s. c 32: See RCW 36.70A.902.

Certified on 9/1/2023 Combined Chapter 43.62 RCW Page 3



Severability—Part, section headings not law—1990 1lst ex.s. c 17:
See RCW 36.70A.900 and 36.70A.901.

RCW 43.62.040 Assistance to office of financial management—
Determination by office of financial management conclusive. The
department of revenue or any other state officer or officials of
cities, towns, or counties shall upon request of the office of
financial management furnish such information, aid, and assistance as
may be required by the office of financial management in the
performance of its population studies. The action of the office of
financial management in determining the population shall be final and
conclusive. [1979 ¢ 151 § 130; 1975 1st ex.s. c 278 § 25; 1965 c 8 §
43.62.040. Prior: 1957 ¢ 175 § 4; 1951 c 96 § 3.]

Construction—Severability—1975 1lst ex.s. c 278: See notes
following RCW 11.08.160.

RCW 43.62.050 Student enrollment forecasts—Report. The office
of financial management shall develop and maintain student enrollment
forecasts of Washington schools, including both public and private,
elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools, colleges, and
universities. A current report of such forecasts shall be submitted to
the standing committees on ways and means of the house and the senate
on or before the fifteenth day of November of each even-numbered year.
[1979 ¢ 151 § 131; 1977 ¢ 75 § 62; 1975 1st ex.s. c 293 § 2; 1965 c 8
§ 43.62.050. Prior: 1959 c 171 § 1; 1957 c 229 § 1.]

Review of reported FTE students: RCW 28A.150.260.

RCW 43.62.060 Federal decennial census—Rights and
responsibilities. (1) It is the intent of the legislature to affirm
that every Washingtonian has the right and obligation to participate
in the federal decennial census freely and without fear of fraud,
intimidation, or harm, and to inform the public of these rights.

(2) The legislature affirms the rights of Washingtonians to all
of the following, to be known as the Washington census bill of rights
and responsibilities:

(a) To participate in the federal decennial census free of threat
or intimidation;

(b) To the confidentiality of the information provided in the
census form, as provided by federal law;

(c) To respond to the census by means made available to the
respondent, either by phone, by mail, online, or in person;

(d) To request language assistance in accordance with federal
law; and

(e) To verify the identity of a census worker.

(3) The secretary of state shall translate the Washington census
bill of rights and responsibilities into languages other than English,
consistent with the federal voting rights act of 1965, 52 U.S.C. Sec.
10503.

(4) The office of financial management shall make the Washington
census bill of rights and responsibilities available on its internet
website and available for inclusion on city and county census internet
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websites and census questionnaire assistance center internet websites
[2020 ¢ 34 § 1.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 34: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,

and takes effect immediately [March 18, 2020]." [2020 c 34 § 4.]
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