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HB 2996

Brief Description: Including approved private schools in the superintendent of public
instruction's record check information rules.

Sponsors: Representatives Quall and Priest.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Authorizes the same record check access rules and procedures be used for approved
private schools as are used for school districts, educational school districts, tribal
schools, and others.

Hearing Date: 1/26/10
Staff: Cece Clynch (786-7195).
Background:

School districts, educational service districts, the State Center for Childhood Deafness and
Hearing Loss, the State School for the Blind, and their contractors hiring employees who will
have regularly scheduled unsupervised access to children, must require a record check through
the Washington State Patrol (WSP) criminal identification system and though the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) before hiring an employee. Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs funded
schools may use this same process to perform record checks for their employees and applicants
for employment.

The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) was tasked with adopting rules
regarding record checks and access to record check information. These rules were required to
include written procedures providing the various schools' employees or applicants for
certification or employment access to and review of information obtained pursuant to the record
checks described above. These rules must also contain written procedures limiting access to the
OSPI record check database to only those individuals processing record check information at the
OSPI, the appropriate school district or districts, the Washington State Center for Childhood
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Deafness and Hearing Loss, the State School for the Blind, the appropriate educational service
district or districts, and the appropriate tribal schools.

Another section of state law requires most teachers in private schools to have a Washington state
teaching certificate. The certification process includes record checks. State law further
authorizes private schools to require that employees who have regularly scheduled unsupervised
access to children undergo a record check through the WSP and through the FBI.

This latter law explicitly provides that the OSPI must provide a copy of the record to the private
school employee or applicant. There is no statutory provision specifically authorizing access to
information from the OSPI record check database by individuals processing record check
information for private schools.

Summary of Bill:

Rules adopted by the OSPI regarding access to record check information shall be applicable to
approved private schools, as well as to those persons and entities already covered under the rules.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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