SB 5517-S. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 2/ 15/ 2008)

Finds that through the nedicaid program state and
federal government fund long-term care and nedical services
for many el derly persons and people with disabilities, both in
institutions and in community alternatives.

Finds that a significant portion of these individuals'
social security benefits is retained by the state to assi st
with the cost of their care. The legislature intends that
these individuals retain for their own use a reasonable
personal needs allowance which my be wused to purchase
cl ot hi ng, postage, barber services, travel, and other personal
itens not covered by their care setting, in order to ensure
t heir autonony and dignity.

Declares an intent to adjust the personal needs all owance
annually to reflect cost-of-living adjustnments to federa
soci al security benefits for nedicaid-eligible residents in
institutions and comuni ty- based residenti al settings
receiving long-term care, developnmental disabilities, or
ment al heal th services.

Requires that, effective July 1, 2008, and each fiscal
year thereafter, the personal needs allowance shall be
adj usted for economc trends and conditions by increasing the
al l omance by the percentage cost-of-living adjustnment for
ol d-age, survivors, and disability social security benefits as
published by the federal social security admnistration.
However, in no case shall the personal needs all owance exceed
t he maxi num personal needs allowance perm ssible under the
federal social security act.



