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H 4956. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3153

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Haler, Pettigrew, Roberts, Kagi and
Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 3/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to retention of records regarding child abuse and
negl ect; and addi ng a new section to chapter 26.44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The department shall retain records indefinitely regarding
child abuse and neglect referrals that, after investigation, result in:

(a) A founded conplaint or for which the evidence indicates that
nore |ikely than not the abuse or negl ect occurred; or

(b) Atermnation of parental rights under chapter 13.34 RCW

(2) Records nust be maintained, electronically or otherwse, in
such a manner that the departnent can identify persons by nane and date
of birth or by another nmeans permtted by law.  The departnent shal
use the information contained in the records when naking decisions
related to child day care, adoptions, and out-of-hone placenents.
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