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HOUSE BI LL 1952

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mdrris, O Brien, Lovick, Ericks, Anderson and Kil ner

Read first time 02/11/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot program on interoperable comrunication
systens; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Through the establishnment of the state
interoperability executive conmttee, the |legislature created the
authority to require all state agencies to have interoperable
communi cation systens. Wiile the legislature intended to give the
committee the authority to mandate interoperable comunication systens
anong all state agencies, the |egislature recognizes the autonony of
| ocal governnents, and therefore understands that the pending
i nt er operabl e communi cati on standards established by the commttee, as
applied to local governnents, are currently advisory rather than
mandat ory.

Wi | e t he pendi ng i nteroperabl e conmuni cati on standards established
by the conmttee are advisory to |local governnents, it is inportant
that |ocal governnents understand the inportance of followng the
direction set by the commttee. To assist local governnments to
understand this need and to notivate participation, the legislature is
establishing a |local governnment interoperability comrunication system
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pilot program The legislature intends tolimt the pilot programto
a county public safety agency that devel ops a funding partnership anong
federal, state, and | ocal governnent.

The legislature intends that the pilot program denonstrate to
| ocal governnents throughout the state of Washington the value of
i npl enmenting the pending interoperability standards being established
by the conmtt ee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) On or before July 1, 2006, the state
interoperability executive comittee, in consultation wth the
i nformati on services board, shall award a five mllion dollar grant to
one county public safety agency. The agency shall be part of a county
with a population over four hundred thousand. The grant shall be
designed to assist a county public safety agency with developing a
communi cation system that is capable of interoperating with state
agenci es, and other | ocal governnents.

(2) To be eligible for the grant, the county public safety agency
shal | :

(a) By July 1, 2006, be awarded, or prove intent to be awarded, a
mnimm of five mllion dollars from the federal gover nnent
specifically for the purpose of partnering with the state of Washi ngton
to i nplenent an interoperable conmunication system

(b) Between July 1, 2004, and July 1, 2006, enact, by the vote of
the people, a countyw de neasure to fund public safety conmunication
equi pnent that raises a mnimumof five mllion dollars;

(c) Agree that all communi cati on equi pnment purchased by the public
agency, for the purposes of the pilot program shall be digital
equi pnent that conplies wth P25 standards established by the
association of public safety comunications officials, national
association of state telecomunication directors, and federal
gover nnment agencies, commonly referred to as "APCO NASTD/ FED'; and

(d) Comply with all current and future interoperability
communi cation standards adopted by the state interoperability executive
comm ttee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. |If specific funding for the purposes of
fundi ng the grant under section 2 of this act, in an anmount of at |east
five mllion dollars, is not provided by appropriation to the state
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interoperability executive commttee on or before July 1, 2006, or if

a grant

is not awarded under section 2 of this act on or before July 1,

2006, the |l ocal governnment interoperability comunication system pil ot
programis null and void.

~-- END ---
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