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HOUSE BI LL 2149

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Condotta

Read first time 02/26/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to limting governnent-inposed charges on notor
vehi cl es; anending RCW 46.16. 0621, 46.16.070, 82.80.020, 81.104.160
82.80. 070, and 82.80.090; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.16.0621 and 2002 ¢ 352 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW 82.80.020, license tab fees ((shaH-
be)) are thirty dollars per year for all vehicles.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "license tab fees" are
defined as the general fees paid annually for |icensing notor vehicles
and trailers as defined in RCW 46.04.620 and 46.04. 623. Trailers
i censed under RCW 46.16. 068 or 46.16.085 and canpers |icensed under
RCW 46.16.505 are not required to pay license tab fees under this
section.

Sec. 2. RCW46.16.070 and 1994 c 262 s 8 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) In lieu of all other wvehicle Ilicensing fees, unless

specifically exenpt, and in addition to the ((exetsetax—preseribedin
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chapter—8244 ROMN-and—the)) mleage fees prescribed for buses and
stages in RCW46. 16. 125, there shall be paid and coll ected annually for

each truck, motor truck, truck tractor, road tractor, tractor, bus,
auto stage, or for hire vehicle with seating capacity of nore than six,
based upon the decl ared conbi ned gross wei ght or decl ared gross wei ght
t hereof pursuant to the provisions of chapter 46.44 RCW the foll ow ng
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i censing fees by such gross wei ght:

HB 2149

DECLARED GROSS WEIGHT SCHEDULE A SCHEDULE B
40001bs............ $  ((8%09)........ $ ((37-00)
30.00 30.00

6,0001bs............ $  ((4400)........ $ ((44:00)
30.00 30.00

8,0001bS. ... ....... $  ((5500)........ $ ((5500))
30.00 30.00

10,0001bs. ........... $ 6200........ $ 6200
12,0001bS. .. ......... $ 7200........ $ 7200
14,0001bs. . .......... $ 82.00........ $ 82.00
16,0001bS. ... ........ $ 9200........ $ 9200
18,0001bS. ... .. ..... $ 137.00........ $  137.00
20,0001bs. . .......... $ 152.00. ....... $ 15200
22,0001bs............ $ 164.00........ $ 164.00
24,0001bs............ $ 177.00........ $ 177.00
26,0001bS. ... ... ... $ 187.00........ $  187.00
28,0001bs. ........... $ 22000........ $ 22000
30,0001bs............ $ 253.00........ $ 253.00
32,0001bs............ $ 304.00........ $ 304.00
34,0001bS. ... ...... $ 32300........ $ 32300
36,0001bs............ $ 350.00........ $ 35000
38,0001bS............ $ 384.00........ $  384.00
40,0001bs............ $ 439.00........ $ 439.00
42,0001bS. .. ......... $ 456.00........ $ 54600
44,0001bs............ $ 466.00........ $ 55600
46,0001bs............ $ 501.00........ $ 59100
48,0001bs............ $ 522.00........ $ 612.00
50,0001bS. ... ........ $ 566.00........ $ 65600
52,0001bS. ... ... ... $ 595.00........ $ 68500
54,0001bS. ........... $ 642.00........ $ 73200
56,0001bs............ $ 677.00........ $ 767.00
58,0001bs............ $ 704.00........ $ 794.00
60,0001bS. . .......... $ 750.00........ $  840.00
62,0001bS. ........... $ 804.00........ $  894.00
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64,0001bs............ $ 82200........ $ 912.00

66,0001bs............ $ 915.00........ $ 1,005.00
68,0001bs............ $ 954.00........ $ 1,044.00
70,0001bs............ $ 1,027.00........ $ 1,117.00
72,0001bs............ $ 1,098.00........ $ 1,188.00
74,0001bs............ $ 1,193.00........ $ 1,283.00
76,0001bs............ $ 1,289.00........ $ 1,379.00
78,0001bs............ $ 1,407.00........ $ 1,497.00
80,0001bs............ $ 151800........ $ 1,608.00
82,0001bs............ $ 1,623.00........ $ 1,713.00
84,0001bs............ $ 1,72800........ $ 1,818.00
86,0001bs............ $ 1,833.00........ $ 1,923.00
88,0001bs............ $ 1,93800........ $ 2,028.00
90,0001bs............ $ 2,043.00........ $ 2,133.00
92,0001bs............ $ 2,148.00........ $ 2,238.00
94,0001bs............ $ 2,253.00........ $ 2,343.00
96,0001bs............ $ 2,358.00........ $ 2,448.00
98,0001bs............ $ 2,463.00........ $ 2553.00
100,0001bs............ $ 2568.00........ $ 2,658.00
102,0001bs............ $ 2,673.00........ $ 2,763.00
104,0001bs............ $ 2,778.00........ $ 2,868.00
1055001bs............ $ 2,883.00........ $ 2,973.00

Schedul e A applies to vehicles either used exclusively for hauling
|l ogs or that do not towtrailers. Schedule B applies to vehicles that
tow trailers and are not covered under Schedule A

Every truck, notor truck, truck tractor, and tractor exceeding
6, 000 pounds enpty scal e wei ght regi stered under chapter 46.16, 46.87,
or 46.88 RCW shall be licensed for not less than one hundred fifty
percent of its enpty weight unless the anount woul d be in excess of the
legal limts prescribed for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.041 or
46. 44. 042, in which event the vehicle shall be licensed for the maxi num
wei ght aut horized for such a vehicle or unless the vehicle is used only
for the purpose of transporting any well drilling machine, air
conpressor, rock crusher, conveyor, hoist, donkey engi ne, cook house,
t ool house, bunk house, or siml|ar machine or structure attached to or
made a part of such vehicle.

The follow ng provisions apply when increasing gross or conbined
gross weight for a vehicle licensed under this section:

(a) The new license fee will be one-twelfth of the fee |Iisted above
for the new gross weight, nultiplied by the nunber of nonths renaining
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in the period for which licensing fees have been paid, including the
month in which the new gross weight is effective.

(b) Upon surrender of the current certificate of registration or
cab card, the new licensing fees due shall be reduced by the anobunt of
the licensing fees previously paid for the sanme period for which new
fees are bei ng charged.

(2) The proceeds fromthe fees collected under subsection (1) of
this section shall be distributed in accordance with RCW 46. 68. 035.

Sec. 3. RCW82.80.020 and 2001 c 64 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislative authority of a county, or subject to subsection
(7) of this section, a qualifying city or town located in a county that
has not inposed a fifteen-dollar fee under this section, may fix and
i npose an additional fee, not to exceed fifteen dollars per vehicle,
for each vehicle that is subject to license fees under RCW 46. 16. 0621
and for each vehicle that is subject to RCW 46.16.070 with an unl aden
wei ght of six thousand pounds or less, and that is determ ned by the
departnent of licensing to be registered within the boundaries of the
county. Before the legislative authority may i npose the fee under this
section, the fee nust be approved by at least sixty percent of the
voters voting at a general or special election on the fee proposition.

(2) The departnent of l|icensing shall admnister and collect the
fee. The departnent shall deduct a percentage anount, as provided by
contract, not to exceed two percent of the taxes collected, for
adm ni stration and coll ection expenses incurred by it. The remaining
proceeds shall be remtted to the custody of the state treasurer for
nmont hly distribution under RCW 82. 80. 080.

(3) The proceeds of this fee shall be wused strictly for
({ transportatton)) hi ghway purposes ((+ar—acecordance—wth—REW
82-80-070)) consistent with Article 11, section 40 of the state

Constitution.

(4) A county or qualifying city or town inposing this fee or
initiating an exenption process shall delay the effective date at |east
six nmonths from the date the ordinance is enacted to allow the
departnment of licensing to inplenment adm nistration and coll ection of
or exenption fromthe fee.
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(5) The legislative authority of a county or qualifying city or
town may develop and initiate an exenption process of the fifteen
dollar fee for the registered owners of vehicles residing within the
boundaries of the county or qualifying city or town: (a) Who are
si xty-one years old or older at the tinme paynent of the fee is due and
whose househol d incone for the previous cal endar year is less than an
anount prescribed by the county or qualifying city or town |egislative
authority; or (b) who have a physical disability.

(6) The legislative authority of a county or qualifying city or
town shall develop and initiate an exenption process of the fifteen-
dollar fee for vehicles registered wthin the boundaries of the county
that are |icensed under RCW 46. 16. 374.

(7) For purposes of this section, a "qualifying city or town" neans
acity or town residing wthin a county having a popul ati on of greater
than seventy-five thousand in which is located all or part of a
nati onal nonunent. A qualifying city or town may inpose the fee
authorized in subsection (1) of this section subject to the follow ng
conditions and limtations:

(a) The city or town nmay inpose the fee only if authorized to do so
by a majority of voters voting at a general or special election on a
proposition for that purpose. At a mininmum the ballot neasure shal
contain: (i) A description of the transportation project proposed for
funding, properly identified by mleposts or other designations that
specify the project paraneters; (ii) the proposed nunber of nonths or
years necessary to fund the city or town's share of the project cost;
and (iii) the anmount of fee to be inposed for the project.

(b) The city or town may not inpose a fee that, if conbined with
the county fee, exceeds fifteen dollars. If a county inposes or
increases a fee under this section that, if conbined with the fee
inposed by a city or town, exceeds fifteen dollars, the city or town
fee shall be reduced or elimnated as needed so that in no city or town

does the conbined fee exceed fifteen dollars. All  revenues from
county-inposed fees shall be distributed as called for in RCW
82. 80. 080.

(c) Any fee inposed by a city or town under this section shall
expire at the end of the termof nonths or years provided in the ball ot
measure, or when the city or town's bonded indebtedness on the project
is retired, whichever is sooner.
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(8) The fee inposed under subsection (7) of this section shall
apply only to renewals and shall not apply to ownership transfer
transacti ons.

(9) Trailers registered under RCW 46.04.620 and 46.04.623 are
exenpt fromthe fee inposed under this section

(10) Any county inposing the fee authorized in this section as of
March 1, 2003, nust submt the fee to the voters for their ratification
at the Novenber 2003 general election. At least sixty percent of
voters voting at the election nust ratify the continued inposition of
the fee.

Sec. 4. RCW 81.104. 160 and 1998 c¢c 321 s 35 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

46.16. 079, 46.16.085, or 46.16.090.
£2¥)) An agency ((Hpesing—a—tax—under—subsection—{(L—of—this

seet+on)) may ((akse)) inpose a sales and use tax solely for the
pur pose of providing high capacity transportation service, in addition
to the tax authorized by RCW 82. 14. 030, upon retail car rentals within
the agency's jurisdiction that are taxable by the state under chapters
82.08 and 82.12 RCW The rate of tax shall not exceed 2.172 percent.
(T : . I I hi I . hall i I

. I . hori oy I . | |

I . = E b . I I hori I I
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stubseet+on—(1)—oef—this—seetton-)) The base of the tax shall be the

selling price in the case of a sales tax or the rental value of the
vehicle used in the case of a use tax. ((Fhe—revende—colHectedunder
hi I . hall i L I . |
I . 1) of thi on))
Any notor vehicle excise tax previously inposed under the
provisions of RCW 81.104.160(1) shall be repealed, termnated, and
expire on the effective date of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. |If the repeal of taxes in section 4 of this
act affects any bonds previously issued for any purpose relating to
light rail, the people expect transit agencies to retire these bonds
using reserve funds including accrued interest, sale of property or
equi pnent, new voter approved tax revenues, or any conbination of these
sources of revenue. Taxing districts should abstain from further bond
sales for any purpose relating to light rail until voters decide this
nmeasur e. The people encourage transit agencies to put another tax
revenue neasure before voters if they want to continue with a |ight
rail system dramatically changed from that previously represented to
and approved by voters.

Sec. 6. RCW82.80.070 and 2002 ¢ 56 s 413 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The proceeds collected pursuant to the exercise of the |oca
option authority of RCW 82.80.010, ((82-86-0620-)) 82.80.030, and
82.80.050 (hereafter called "local option transportation revenues")
shall be used for transportation purposes only, including but not
l[imted to the foll ow ng: The operation and preservation of roads,
streets, and other transportation inprovenents; new construction,
reconstruction, and expansion of city streets, county roads, and state
hi ghways and other transportation inprovenents; developnent and
i npl enmentation of public transportation and high-capacity transit
i nprovenents and progranms; and planning, design, and acquisition of
right of way and sites for such transportation purposes. The proceeds
coll ected fromexcise taxes on the sale, distribution, or use of notor
vehicle fuel and special fuel under RCW 82.80.010 and the vehicle
license fee under RCW 82.80.020 shall be used exclusively for "hi ghway

p. 7 HB 2149
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purposes” as that termis construed in Article Il, section 40 of the
state Constitution.

(2) The local option transportation revenues shall be expended for
transportati on uses consistent with the adopted transportati on and | and
use plans of the jurisdiction expending the funds and consistent with
any applicable and adopted regional transportation plan for
met ropol i tan pl anni ng ar eas.

(3) Each local governnment with a population greater than eight
t housand that |evies or expends |ocal option transportation funds, is
al so required to devel op and adopt a specific transportation program
that contains the follow ng el enents:

(a) The program shall identify the geographic boundaries of the
entire area or areas within which [ocal option transportation revenues
wll be levied and expended.

(b) The program shall be based on an adopted transportation plan
for the geographic areas covered and shall identify the proposed
operation and construction of transportation inprovenents and services
in the designated plan area intended to be funded in whole or in part

by local option transportation revenues and shall identify the annual
costs applicable to the program
(c) The programshall indicate howthe |local transportation plan is

coordinated with applicable transportation plans for the region and for
adj acent jurisdictions.

(d) The program shall include at |east a six-year funding plan,
updated annually, identifying the specific public and private sources
and amounts of revenue necessary to fund the program The program

shall include a proposed schedule for construction of projects and
expenditure of revenues. The funding plan shall consider the
additional local tax revenue estinmated to be generated by new

devel opnent within the plan area if all or a portion of the additiona
revenue is proposed to be earmarked as future appropriations for
transportation i nprovenents in the program

(4) Local governments with a popul ation greater than ei ght thousand
exercising the authority for local option transportation funds shal
periodically review and update their transportation programto ensure
that it is consistent with applicable | ocal and regional transportation
and | and use plans and within the neans of estimated public and private
revenue avail abl e.

HB 2149 p. 8
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(5 In the case of expenditure for new or expanded transportation
facilities, inprovenents, and services, priorities in the use of |ocal
option transportation revenues shal | be i dentified I n t he
transportation program and expenditures shall be nmade based upon the
followng criteria, which are stated in descending order of weight to
be attri buted:

(a) First, the project serves a multijurisdictional function;

(b) Second, it is necessitated by existing or reasonably
f or eseeabl e congesti on;

(c) Third, it has the greatest person-carrying capacity;

(d) Fourth, it is partially funded by other governnent funds, such
as from the state transportation inprovenent board, or by private
sector contributions, such as those fromthe |ocal transportation act,
chapter 39.92 RCW and

(e) Fifth, it nmeets such other criteria as the |ocal governnment
determ nes i s appropriate.

(6) It is the intent of the legislature that as a condition of
| evyi ng, receiving, and expending | ocal option transportation revenues,
no | ocal governnent agency use the revenues to replace, divert, or |oan
any revenues currently being used for transportation purposes to
nontransportati on purposes. The association of Washington cities and
t he Washi ngton state associ ation of counties, in consultation with the
| egislative transportation commttee, shall study the issue of
nondi ver si on and nmake recomendations to the | egislative transportation
commttee for |anguage inplenenting the intent of this section by
Decenber 1, 1990.

(7) Local governnents are encouraged to enter into interlocal
agreenents to jointly develop and adopt with other |ocal governnents
the transportation prograns required by this section for the purpose of
acconplishing regional transportation planning and devel opnent.

(8) Local governnments nmay use all or a part of the local option
transportation revenues for the anortization of |ocal governnent
general obligation and revenue bonds i ssued for transportati on purposes
consistent wwth the requirenents of this section.

(9) Subsections (1) through (8) of this section do not apply to a
regi onal transportation investnent district inposing a tax or fee under
the local option authority of this chapter. Proceeds collected under
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t he exercise of |local option authority under this chapter by a district
nmust be used in accordance with chapter 36.120 RCW

Sec. 7. RCW82.80.090 and 1990 c 42 s 214 are each anended to read
as follows:

A referendumpetition to repeal a county or city ordi nance i nposing
a tax or fee authorized under RCW ((82806-0620—and)) 82.80.030 nust be
filed with a filing officer, as identified in the ordinance, wthin
seven days of passage of the ordinance. Wthin ten days, the filing
officer shall confer with the petitioner concerning formand style of
the petition, issue an identification nunber for the petition, and
wite a ballot title for the nmeasure. The ballot title shall be posed
as a question so that an affirmative answer to the question and an
affirmati ve vote on the neasure results in the tax or fee being i nposed
and a negative answer to the question and a negative vote on the
measure results in the tax or fee not being inposed. The petitioner
shall be notified of the identification nunber and ballot title within
this ten-day period.

After this notification, the petitioner has thirty days in which to
secure on petition fornms the signatures of not less than fifteen
percent of the registered voters of the county for county neasures, or
not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of the city for
city nmeasures, and to file the signed petitions with the filing
officer. Each petition formnust contain the ballot title and the ful
text of the neasure to be referred. The filing officer shall verify
the sufficiency of the signatures on the petitions. I f sufficient
valid signatures are properly submtted, the filing officer shall
submt the referendumneasure to the county or city voters at a general
or special election held on one of the dates provided in RCW29.13. 010
as determned by the county or city legislative authority, which
el ection shall not take place |later than one hundred twenty days after
the signed petition has been filed with the filing officer.

The referendum procedure provided in this section is the exclusive
met hod for subjecting any county or city ordi nance inposing a tax or
fee under RCW ((8286-020—and)) 82.80.030 to a referendum vote.

~-- END ---
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