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H 1361.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1236

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Kagi, Boldt, Pettigrew, Darneille,
Moel l er, dibborn, Roach, Arnstrong, Jarrett, Lantz, Kenney, Benson
Shabr o, Anderson and M el ke)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 14/ 03.

AN ACT Rel ating to public access to child dependency hearings; and
anendi ng RCW 13. 34. 115.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.115 and 2000 ¢ 122 s 12 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
Al hearings may be conducted at any tine or place wthin the

[imts of the county((;—and—such—ecases—ay—not—be—heardin——conjunction
wH-b—ot-her—bustness—olb—any—other—diviston—ol—thesupertor—court)) . The
public shall not be excluded((——aﬂd—eﬂ#y—sHeh—pe%sens—nay—be—adn%%%ed

Phe—me#k—e#—%he—eea#%)) except if the judge finds that excluding the

public is in the best interest of the child and states on the record
the reasons for excluding the public. ((Ynatesstheecourt—statesonthe
record—thereasons—to—disallowattendance)) Regardl ess of whether the
public is excluded, unless the judge finds it is not in the best
interest of the child: (1) The court shall allow a child's relatives
and, if a child resides in foster care, the child s foster parent, to
attend all hearings and proceedings pertaining to the child ((fer—the
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Phd )): and (2) anyone may attend the
heari ngs or proceedings at the request of the parent.
Stenographic notes or any device which accurately records the
proceedi ngs may be required as provided in other civil cases pursuant
to RCW 2. 32. 200.

~-- END ---
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