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H 2186. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2094

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representatives G Chandl er and Linville)

Read first tinme 03/02/1999.

AN ACT Rel ating to water rights clainms; anmendi ng RCW90. 14. 081; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 90.14 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the departnent rejected sonme of the
water rights clains fil ed between Septenber 1, 1997, and June 30, 1998,
because the water rights clainmed had not been established by the
application of water to beneficial use before June 7, 1917, for surface
wat er or June 7, 1945, for ground water. Many of the rejection notices
have been appealed and are pending cases in the admnistrative and
judicial review system The legislature further finds that it is not
the legislature’s intent for these claimants to need to have these
i ssues resolved at this tinme through the judicial systemand therefore
to resolve this litigation expeditiously the departnent shall file in
the clains registry all those clains currently on appeal that were
rejected because the water rights had not been tinely established as
provided in RCW90. 14.068. This section does not apply to clains the
departnent rejected for failure to conply with other procedural or
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substantive requirenents of RCW 90.14.041, 90.14.051, 90.14.061, or
90. 14. 068. The filing of <claims under this section shall not
constitute or be construed as prima facie evidence of the validity or
guantification of any water right.

Sec. 2. RCW90.14.081 and 1969 ex.s. c 284 s 17 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The filing of a statenment of claim does not constitute an
adj udi cation of any claimto the right to use of waters as between the
wat er use cl aimant and the state, or as between one or nore water use
cl ai mants and another or others. Except as provided in section 1 of
this act, a statenment of claimfiled pursuant to RCW90. 14. 061 shal | be
adm ssible in a general adjudication of water rights as prima facie
evi dence of the tinmes of use and the quantity of water the clai mant was
wi t hdrawi ng or diverting as of the year of the filing, if, but only if,
the quantities of water in use and the tine of use when a controversy
is nooted are substantially in accord wth the tines of use and
quantity of water clained in the statenent of claim A statenent of
claimshall not otherw se be evidence of the priority of the clained
wat er right.

~-- END ---
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