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BACKGROUND:

1.Publicworks.

Publicworksprojectsarework,construction,alteration,repair,orimprovements,otherthanregular
maintenance,thataredonefor stateagenciesorlocal governments.Dependingona numberoffactors,
publicworksprojectsmaybeperformedbypublicemployeesorcontractedouttobeperformed.

2.Apprenticeshipagreements.

A six-memberapprenticeshipcouncilis appointedbythe directorofthe DepartmentofLaborandIndustries,
composedofthree membersfromemployerorganizationsandthreemembersfromlabororganizations.
Membersservethree-yearstaggeredtermsofoffice. Theapprenticeshipcouncilestablishesstandardsfor
apprenticeshipagreements,adoptsrulesrelatedtoapprenticeshipagreements,andapprovesapprenticeship
agreements.

Anapprenticeshipagreementmaybeanindividualwrittenagreementbetweenanemployerandapprentice,a
writtenagreementbetweenanemployerorassociationofemployersandanorganizationofemployees,ora
writtenstatementdescribingconditionsofemploymentfor apprenticesin a plantwherethereis nobonafide
employeeorganization.Anapprenticeagreementmust:

· Indicatethetradeorcraft that is tobetaught andrequireatleast 2000hoursofreasonably
continuousemploymentfor completionofthe apprenticeship.

· Includea statementofthe processin thetradeorcraft divisionsfor anapprenticetobetaught and
theapproximateamountoftime tobespent in eachprocess.

· Includethenumberofhourstobespent byanapprenticein relatedandsupplementalinstruction,
whichmustbeatleast 144hoursperyear.



· Providefor a progressivelyincreasingscaleofwagestobepaid tothe apprentice.

· Allow anapprenticetotransfertoanotheremployerif theemployeris unabletofulfill its obligation
undertheapprenticeshipagreement.

SUMMARY:

All contractsfor publicworksthatareestimatedtocost $1millionormoremustrequirethatatleast 10
percentofthe laborhoursbeperformedbyapprenticeswhoareenrolledin apprenticeshiptrainingprograms
approvedbythe WashingtonStateApprenticeshipandTrainingCouncil.Laborhoursmeanthetotalhoursof
workersreceivinghourlywageswhoaredirectlyemployedon-siteofthe publicworksproject,includinghours
performedbyworkersemployedbythe contractorandsubcontractorsworkingontheproject,butdoesnot
includehoursworkedbyforemen,superintendents,owners,orworkerswhoarenotsubjecttoprevailing
wagerequirements.

A contractorwhofailstocomplywiththisapprenticeshiputilizationrequirementis deemedtobein breachof
thecontractfor whichthestateorlocal governmentis entitledtoall remediesallowedunderthelawand
underthecontract.Failuretocomplywiththisapprenticeshiputilizationrequirementmaybeconsidered
evidencebearingona contractor’squalificationfor awardoffuture contracts.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


