
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1838
Creating theimpaired dentist account.

Health CareCommittee February 17, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Schual-Berke and Mulliken.

BACKGROUND: The DentalQuality AssuranceCommissionadministers an Impaired Dentist
Program forrehabilitating dentists who are impaired by substanceabuse. Thisprogram is
intended for dentists who volunteer orarerequired toparticipate intreatment by thecommission
as a condition fordeferring sanctions imposedby theUniformDisciplinary Act,suchas license
revocation orsuspension. The programincludes intervention incasesofverified impairment,
referring impaired dentists to treatment, monitoring progress, providing prevention and post-
treatment support, and contracting withtreatment providers.

The Impaired Dentist Programisfundedby a surcharge of$15.00 on dental licenses, whichare
placed intheHealth Professions Accountforimplementing theprogram.

The Impaired Physician Programundercontract withtheMedical Quality Assurance Commission
isa similar programinvolving notonlyphysicians, butby contract includes theparticipation of
osteopathic physicians, podiatrists, and veterinarians. The program includes treatment of
impairments as a result of substanceabuse,as wellas mentalillness, or otherdebilitating
conditions.

The dental commissiondoes not currently contract with thisimpaired physician programto
provide treatment services toimpaired dentists.

SUMMARY: The surcharge on dental licences forfundingthe Impaired Dentist Program is
increased from$15.00 to$25.00.

The fundscollected aredeposited ina new Impaired Dentist AccountinthecustodyoftheState
Treasurer tobe used solely fortheImpaired Dentist Program, and onlytheSecretary ofHealth
may authorize expenditures fromtheaccount.

The Dental Quality Assurance Commissionmay contract withtheImpaired Physician Programto
provide treatment toimpaired dentists, which can be financed by fundsintheImpaired Dentist
Account.
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